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PREFACE 


to the 

REVISED LIST OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS IN BENGAL, 

Corrected up to 31st August 1895. 


The first list of objects of antiquarian interest in the Lower Provinces 
of Bengal was printed in 1879. After that measures were taken for the 
conservation of a few of the more important monuments, and additional infor¬ 
mation was collected with respect to others. This information was embodied 
m a revised list published in 1887, which was edited by the late Mr. W. B. 
Bestic, Under-Secretary in this Department, assisted by Mr. J. D.Beglar 
then newly appointed as Archaeological Surveyor in Bengal. It was stated 
in the last paragraph of the preface to that edition that as the progress of 
archeological research disclosed new objects of interest from time lo time 
they would be noted for insertion in a succeeding edition. 

2. Towards the end of 1893 it was felt that the time had come for a 
revised edition to he put in hand, and Babu P. C. Mukherji, who was specially 
deputed on some archaeological work, was instructed to revise such portions of 
the former edition as he found to be in need of modification in the course 
of his tours in Bihar and Orissa. The Commissioners of the several Divisions 
were also addressed in January 1894 and asked to furnish Government with 
any corrections that they found it necessary to make in the lists relating 
to their divisions, the 31st August 1895 being fixed as the latest date for 
receiving .information. Every effort has been made to compile a list as 
complete and accurate as possible; but as errors or omissions are not unlikely 

to have crept in and may be noticed by others, it is requested that these 
may bo reported to the Secretary, Government of Bengal, Public Works 
Department, Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta. Such useful information as came 
to hand too late to be utilised has been held over for a subsequent edition 
Tho maps illustrating the several divisions have been prepared after consult¬ 
ing the local officers in each case. 

3. In tho course of the preparation of the list now published special 
Instance was rendered by Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. A. Rankhm m d 

inT etai ? t0 the . B ° ard of Examin ers, Fort William, who personally obtained 
^ formation relative to tho Muhammadan tombs, &c., in and around Calcutta; 

tho 1 ^ Ban<Bfc Annndaprasad Sarasvati, who has very carefully gone over 
^^transliteration of all the names of individuals and places, as also of the 
ipiions ia fea.nskr.it, Bengali and N&gari characters. 
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LIST OF ANCI 


ANJ> 


SACRED EDIFICES OF AN 




PROVINCES UNDER THE LIEUT 


Corrected up to 


1. BXTRDWA.lSr 


CLASSIFl 


[See Government of India, Home Department,, 

I* Those monuments which, from their present condition and historical or 

II. —Those monuments winch it is now only possible or desirable to save 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like. 

III. —Those monuments which, from their advanced stage of decay or 

I (a) and II («).—Monuments in the possession or charge of Government, 
conservation. 

I (h) and II (5).—Monuments in the possession or charge of private bodies 

(1) BURDWAN | 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


irdwan 


Burdwan 


Tomb 

Bahram 

Sakkd. 


of 


This is one of the most important of the anoient 
archaeological remains in the district, and its origin 
is traced by tradition as far back as the reign of the 
Emperor Akbar, about 300 years ago. It was 
erected in 1574 A.D. in honour of a Muhammadan 
poet named Bahram Sakkd (water-carrier), who 
died at Burdwan while on his way from Agra to 
Ceylon. 






































ENT MONUMENTS 


TIQUARIAN INTEREST 


THE 


ENANT-GOVERNOK OF BENGAL 

I 

31st August 1895. 


division. 




CATION. 

Resolution No. 8-168-83, dated 26th November 1883.J 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve- 

or in respect of winch Government must undertake the cost of all measures o 

or individuals. 


DISTRICT. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


In the custody of Golam Ali 
Hazi, the Matwaii of the place. 


Fair state of preservation. The 
Emperor Akhar granted two 
mauzas, one called Bahram bazar 
(now called Puratan chak.and 
forming a cpiarter of Purdwan 
town), and the other Mirzapur, 
for the maintenance ox the 
tomh, the income therefrom at 
tho time having been Its. 61 a 
month. During the Decennial 
Settlements Government toolc 
the mauzas and settled them 
with the Mahar&ja of Burdwan 
as a part of the zamindari, and 
in lieu of that, Government 
pays Its. 41-2-4 a month to the 
Matwaii of the place. -*-* 10 
maintenance charge is met from 
this fixed grant. 


ii6 


See page 59 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Bur¬ 
dwan distriot. 


b 2 
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(1) BUEDWAN 


No. 

District. 


1 | 

2 




Locality, 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Burdwan ... Burdwan 


Tomb of Kliaja 
Anwar 
Shahid. 


was a servant of tte Emperor 
1 elhi. He fell m some battle .near Burdwan, 
In consideration of Ins services tho Emperor Ferokh 
fehah built a tomb over his remains at a place now 
known as Ber, a quarter of tho present town of 
Burdwan; and granted to the Kha$ s family five 
mauzas lor the purpose of maintaining the tomb 
in tho manner usual among Muhammadans. This is 
said to have been in 1127 Hijri. 


Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Tomb of 



Shei 

• Afghan. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Tomb of Kutab- 



uddin. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


S husb^?fc’lSr he G T Ti 0r f BurdwaD > and first 
husband of Nur Mahal, afterwards called Nur 

Julian, is buned here. 


Jama 


mosque 


6 Ditto 


Nawabhat, 

Burdwan. 


Side by side with the tomb of Shere Afghan is 

that eTir f f e ft UC j .^ sto [ ical importance, known as 
that of Kutab-uddm, who received the high office of 

Subahdar of Bengal on condition of his procuring 

Sf, u^“ P ^ ,0r /^ an gn- the beautiful lady 

fed ft 7l 0l Ji CIe Afghan ' Eutab-uddi^ 

opponent £ght eDSUed witi Hs gallant 


Temples 


Azhoi-u-shan, second son of Emperor BaMdur Shah 

iw, Lilt this mosque i’ 
nil Him OS a place of prayer for the Muham- 

zirw^iv ft topm °T ^ art .° f itB doa ° bch >g 

made wholly of brass. It is situated on the side 

krdmnS/Sd”^ 10 ”* th ° ‘““ ,t of tt9 


®T 0U P temples was built and consecrated in 
gS UMf s. (Octobsr 1788) by2 5SS 
Adhiraui Vishnu Ivuman Devi, wife of the la-fa 
Mabdrajd Adhirdfa Trilok Ohdnd Wadur' and 

Thfnumbefnf T ?J Cb ^d Bdhddur. 

1 he number of the temples is 109. There is a 

tho nS fntr n VeiSe 7 eng T cd T? n a P iece of 8t °ne over 
n dcOT> describing in parables the year 
m which it was consecrated. The verse funs 


-Sfji c«| 


tn2Tj:‘ lli ^' IOf “■ m ^ h ° r ’ "** th», be 

“The virtuous mother of Tej Chandra, the best of 
the Rajas, to please Bad ha Krishna consecrated 
















































































DISTRICT — continued. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation* 


It is at present in the custody 
of— (1) TTmniuo Jahirn Begam, 
(2) TTmr&uo Begam, (3) Mu¬ 
hammad Kaisar. 


In custody ol EJ* Z1 Makbfil Ali 


In the possession of the 
Burdwan Raj estate. 


It is in good state of preservation. 
During the Permanent Settle¬ 
ment of Bengal, the mauzas 
granted to Khwaja Anwar’s 
family were incorporated with 
the zamindari of the Maharaja 
of Burdwan. The Maharaja 
contiDues to pay to Government 
siooa Rs. 3,690 a year as part 
of his revenue, and the Govern¬ 
ment pays it away to the des¬ 
cendants of Khw&ja Anwar in 
monthly payments Iis. 321-4. 
The cost of maintenance and 
other charges are defrayed from 
this fixed grant. 

In a dilapidated condition, being- 
unprotected by any roof. 


Ditto 


It is in a good state of preser¬ 
vation. There is a Government 
grant of Rs. 14 odd monthly 
lor the maintenance of the 
mosque. 


In excellent preservation. Peri¬ 
odical repairs are made at the 
cost of the Burdwan Raj Estate. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


8 




ib 


i£ 


ii6 


iib 


See page 58 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Burdwan district. 





























MINIS r^j. 



( e ) 



(1) BURDWAN 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Burdwan. ... 


Ditto 


10 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 


12, 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Bhalki, 
thdnd Ausgr&m, 


Churulia, in the 
Rfinfganj sub' 
division. 


P&ndavesvar 
near Rdmnagar, 
on the bank of 
Adjai, thana 
Raniganj. 


Gaurarigapur 
jungle in thana 
Kaksa. 


Tomb 


Fort 


rums 


Temples 

Siva. 


of 


Temple of 
Behai Ghose. 


Garh jungle 
Kheria Barhee 
in thand Kaksa. 


Kalyanesvari hill, 
thana Asansol. 


Temple of 
by am Rupa. 


Temples of 
Kalya nes- 
varf. 


these 109 temples and a beautiful tank in front of 
them in the month of Kartik 1710 S'akabda (Octo¬ 
ber 1788 A.D.)” V 

The object of ereoting these temples in ooncentric 
circles would seem to be to do away with the 
praotice of turning beads, as, by going round these 
temples, that object oould be attained. 

A remnant of an ancient tomb, with two round stone 
pillars, which are still in existence to about four 
feet above ground level. 

The_ downfall of Raja Narottama, as the tradition 
exists, dates from the commencement of the Moghul 
Government in this country. The ruins have the 
appearance of a table-like mound with a surfaoe 
area of some three highas scattered over with 
stones, and it is said that the whole of this was 
once covered with buildings. To judge by ap¬ 
pearance it was probably a moated fort. 


It is said that the five Pdiiclavas of the Purlins, i.e., 
Judhisthir and his four brothers, constructed the five 
temples and consecrated them to five S’ivas caller 
Pandavesvar. There are devottar lands attache, 
to the temples, the income from which is spivnf in 
worship. • 111 

Tradition says that Echai Ghose was a devout person 
who constructed the temple and worshipped goddess 
BhagabaU there. ^ He fought with one I au Sen 
(Dharinaputra), Raja of the race, and died in the 
battle. 1 here is no idol m th e temple, and it is not 
known when it was built. It is said that this 
Mu Ben of Senpdhdnwas 4 descendant of Balia 
ben, the former King of Bengal. 

Tradition says that Raja Cbltra Sen of old times 
nad a fort or garh m the jungle; which is in ruins, 
within which he constructed the temple of ST am 

St Vl 8e m be !l memher of this Sen 

TJ, Which 4he place has got itfl name 

feunpdhdri. Ihe temple i S botween 400 and &00 
years old. The temple has been taken care of by the 

SSf^woSp 16 ^ and theW is for 

Kalydpedvar Singh, the adeestor of Edjd Nilmdni 

k_mgh Dev Bahadur of I ichete, constructed these 
three temples which are built 0 f stone. He is 
said to lmvo waned the daughter of Rdja Un Sen 
2f Senpitliari and brought the goddess now called 
Kalya 1 esvari. I here is a devottar mauza, from 
the m ome of which the daily worship of thegoddeS 
is oanied on by the Deoghorias of SabnnpurT It is 

weSlt “ yeaiSRg ° ^ tbo8e 






W, 'Vi 

Jimm, 









































DISTRICT— continued . 


( r ) 



Present statf»* preservation 
and stations for 
oojtervation. 


In the possession of Montaz 
Mian of Bhalki. 


Not known 


Ram Narayana I)as, Mohanta 
of Akkra, is the present owner. 


Not taken care of by anybody 


Rajd R&m Ranjan Chackra- 
barti of Hetampur is the 
present owner. 


The custody of these temples is 
in the hands of the Deoghorias 
of Sabanpnr. 


In ruins 


The temples are in a neglected 
state. Never repairod. 


The doorway is partly broken .. 


Has been repaired by the Rajd 


One Hari Chaitanya Brahma- 
chan is repairing the temples 
by collecting alms. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


ii6 


m 


ii6 


m 


iii 


iii 


Remarks. 
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(1) BUKDWAN 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


Burdwan ... 


Ditto 


Ditto 


G&roui, 

th&n& AsansoL 


Bor&kar 


Temple 


Temples 


Devisthdn, near Temples 
Barakar, sub- 
division Mnx- 
gafij. 


Ditto 


KOni 


or tradition regarding the monument. 



Ditto 


Ditto 


Mosque and 
tomb of Majlis 
Mheb. 


Temples 


Ibis temple l supposed to have been built 600 years 
toK, It is, a li^b stone-built temple. There was 
a Jlajd at the -Jaoe who constructed the temple 
and consecrated it v> two gold idols. The name of 
the Raja is not known. The Mabmttas during 
their depredations plundered the gold idols. Now 
there is no idol in the temple. 

Bar&kar is situated on the Grind Trunk Road, and 
contains several very interesting ancient remains, 
in excellent preservation. Them are four temples, 
whose towers at least are in entire preservation; 
besides some ruins. There are two \emples together 
at the eastern end of the group and one ruined 
temple not far off. Some few feet are two 
other temples. 


These are temples of no great date, but curious 


Iradition says that a Rolmi Dooghar Brahtnanu once 
saw a jewelled arm rise out of the waters in the 
adjacent n£l£; he went and informed R&j& Kalydna 
bimha of Kasipur, Priohet, who came himself 
and saw the prodigy. At night the goddess herself 
appeared to him in a dream, and pointing to an 
irregular stone, somewhat like a rude argha, said— 
“ T *> is is W mfirti, worship it/’ The lUja accord¬ 
ingly caused the temple to be erected, and the stone 
having been duly inscribed, was installed in the 
temple. As the Rajas of Paohet did not reside at 
ivasipur till comparatively very recent times, the 
temples can not be old. 


A large mosque, built of stone and supported by 
stone pillars. There is also a tomb of Majlis S&heb 
built^ of brick, which is much frequented by 
pilgrims. J 

This group consists of 109 temples, and they 
were built and consecrated in 1216 (1809 AD ) 
by the Maharaj Adhiraj Tej Ohand Bahadur. 
Over the entrance door of this group, there is 

























































DISTRICT— continued. 



Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remaeks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

It is in possession of the 
villagers. 

A part of the arch is broken. 
It is not taken care of by any¬ 
body. 

i b 

i, : . 

1 

jMmp;-v;;... ' , , $ . ■ 

In the custody of the agents 
of Maharanl Svamamayi of 
KAaimbazar, to whom the vil¬ 
lage of Baicikar belongs. Not 
used for any specific purpose, 
nor is any worship madp in 
them. 

The towers of four temples are 
in entire preservation. 

iib 

See pages 150-54 of Vol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. For plans of the 
temples, see Plate VI, and 
for basement mouldings of 
temple No. 1, see Plate 
XIV of the above volume. 

There are photographs of the 
temples and of the mould¬ 
ings in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 

The custody of the temple in 
-whioh the idol of the Devi 
is set up and that of others 
belonging to some idols of 
S'iva is in the hands of a fa¬ 
mily called Deghoria, residents 
of village Sahanpur. These 
Deghorias are traditionally 
the privileged Sebaits of the 
Devi ; the charge cannot be 
transferred to any other with¬ 
out. provoking the Devi’s 
anger. Some lands have been 
allotted by the Ra jd who esta¬ 
blished the Devi for her SoM, 
the Deghorias possess these 
lands and are bound to meet 
all expenses on account of the 
Devi. A Sannyfex at present 
resides at the Deviation and 
looks to the proper preservation 
of the temple. He has under¬ 
taken to repair the temple by 
restoring the masonry with 
donations raised here and in 
other districts. 

The present state of preservation 
of the temple is good. In 
future, if the Deghorias ever fail 
to maintain the temple in a 
state of proper preservation, the 
conditions of the grant under 
which they hold the lands may 
be enforced and in which the 
aid of the KMpur Baja should 
be invoked, the grant having 
been made hy his ancestors. 

ii£> 

i 

See pages 150-54 of Vol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

In the custody of Moydin Bh/in- 
ddri of Jap iit in th&na K&lni. 

Dilapidated condition and over¬ 
grown with jungle. 

ii& 

See pages 150-54 of Vol, VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

In the possession of the Burd- 
wan Raj estate. There are 
images of S'iva in each of 
the temples, and they are 

Petty repairs and whitewashing 
are done to the buildings every 
year oa the occasion of the S'iva- 
r&tri, and every fourth year they 

ii6 

See pagfe 60 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Aooount of the 
Burdwan district. 







































MlNlSr^ 



(1) BITE!)WAN 


Name of 
monument, 


District, 


Locality. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


also d verse engraved on a piece of stone sti 
the fame and name of the Maharaja and the 
in which it was consecrated. This is the verse 

“*rtc5F 

?t®1 °s$T s ( 

3*<reji 

This may be translated thus 


•The most powerful 
,. ono . ~ v—— iT the year 1731 Buka 
(1809 A.D.) by huildmg these 109 temples in 
concentric circles in Ambika made a new Kailas 
resembling t,o that most sacred seat of Barnbhu 
(Mahadeva).” 

Tho object of erecting these temples in concentric 
circles would seem to be to do away with the 
practice of turning beads, as by going round these 


Burdwan 


Kkln& 


Mosque 


A fane specimen 
Those are of some interest 


G-uptipard 
thdna Kdlnd, 


Baddipur in the 
Kiilna subdivi¬ 
sion. 


eople say that about 400 years ago one S'obMnanda 
I. alj by caste a Tali, who -was originally a petty 
grain-dealer, but who subsequently rose to be a rich 
man, erected_this temple. Gradually his family was 
i educed in circumstances, and either became extinct 
or left the place. 


(2) BI'KBHVM 


Birbhum 


| Dubrdjpur rocks 
in the Hetam- 
pur estate. 


Lho allowing 18 a traditionary account of the origin 

of these temples:—When B&m Chandra, the hero of 
the llamayana, was about to attack .Rdvana, King 
ot ‘ Ceylon,^ hefound it necessary to throw’a bridge 
across the Straits for the conveyance of his troops 
He accordingly drove in his aerial chariot to the 
Himalayas, picked up what stones he needed, and 
drove back. As lie was passing Dubrajpur, Ms 
horses took fright and tilted up the chariot a little, 
so that some of the stones fell out. There is another 


tho work, the day dawned, and 


liiilSiilMl! 


ISilil: 


. 
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DISTRICT— concluded. 




Custody or present use. 

- . --- 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestion s for 
conservation. 

Glassifi¬ 

cation, 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

regularly Worshipped three 
times every day. A number 
of priests are retained by the 
Burdwan Baj to perform the 
services of the th&kurs. 

are thoroughly repaired at the 
cost of the Eaj. 



i HMHamt 

Unknown 

Going to decay 

iii 


Ditto 

Inruina 

iii 

See page 60 of Hunter's 
Statistical Aooount of the 
Burdwan district. 

< 

In the Burdwan Raj estate ... 

In good order and kept up 

ii b 


Unknown 

Going to ruin 

iii 


Not taken care of by any one... 

Lies in a neglected stato and 
wants repairs. 

iii 


DI8TEI0T. 



The temples are reported by the 
Collector of the district in his 
letter, dated 6th November 1894, 
to bo in a bad state of repair, 
but he considers that it is not 
necessary to clo anything to¬ 
wards their conservation. The 
custodians of tho temples have 
intimated to him their intention 
to repair the buildings in their 
custody, and he is of opinion 
even if these intentions are not 
fulfilled, the buildings are not of 
sufficient antiquity or archaeolo¬ 
gical interest to justify any 
action of Government. 

iiJ 



c 2 






































(2) BiRBKim 


No. 

Distriot. 

t 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding 

the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


he was obliged to vanish, not choosing to expose 
himself to tho gaze of the public. On the top of 
the highest rock, contiguous to tbe existing temple, 
Siva was believed to have dwelt, and the people 
used to worship him at its foot. A natural division 
existed between the top and the main rock, and, 
on the occasion of a violent storm, the former 
tumbled down, crashing a priest to death. Tho 
people ascribed the acoident to a desire on the part 
of Siva to have a temple built for him, and so one 
Safikar Btij, of Dubrajpur, erected the temple* over 
the fallen rock, which is still believed to be the 
image of S'iva, and is regularly worshipped. There 
is another building in front of the temple, which 
was erected about 33 years ago by one Keni Bam 
Datta,f of Dubrajpur. It is said that the man’s 
wife having proved barren, be offered to raise a 
temple for S'iva in case he was blessed with a son. 
His wish was granted, and he fulfilled bis vow by 
ereoting a temple in front of the former one. 

These two legends relate to the rocks as a group: 
there are also anecdotes connected with some of the 
separate rocks. There are two temples. The older 
one, which stands at the back of the other, contains 
a large stone, which is worshipped as S'iva, and 
which is enclosed by four walls built close up to it. 
Behind this temple is a boulder, not very wide, but 
high, with its sides- almost perpendicular. The 
boulder was originally worshipped as S’iva, the 
presiding deity of the rocks. It happened that the 
priest, who had grown too old and infirm to ascend 
it for the purpose of daily worship, was one night 
visited by S’iva in a dream, and was told—“You 
need not trouble yourself any more to get up the 
hill to worship me; my head will tumble down on 
the plain, and you can worship it there.” The 
priest, on awaking from his sleep, went towards the 
rook and found that the top had actually fallen 
broken and was lying on the ground. He then 
built walls round the broken fragment, and there¬ 
after worshipped it as S’iva. A little to the east of 
| this temple there is a hollow place on the top of one 
of the boulders. People say that it never gets dry, 
but contains water all the year round. SM (wife 
of Rdm Chandra) once washed her head in it, and 
sinoe then the water has been considered sacred. 
Close by is a place where she is said to have sat 
down. Oho of the wheels of her aerial chariot also 
left its mark on a boulder. Another boulder has a 
long line run aoross its surface as if a narrow 
stream of water had passed over it. Tradition says 
that it was oaused by Havana while answering a 
call of nature. There are two rocks, called mother 
and sister. The former is rather flat, and the other, 
shaped like an inverted cone, is beautifully balanced 
on it. Besides the remains in the immediate 
vicinity of Dubrajpur, there are several other 
temples, masjids, and a fort within a few miles, of 
which nothing is known. 





































DISTRICT— continued . 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation* 


Remarks. 


* Worship is performed every 
morning in this temple which 
is called that of 4< $iva Pd 
haresvar ” (Siva the God of 
the Hill) which built by 
S'afikar R&j, by the Seb&yets 
who are the custodians thereof* 
The grandson of Sankar Raj 
is alive and has promised the 
Collector to repair the temple 
built by his grandfather. 
tThe «Sebdyot” of the Hall or 
u Nat Mandir ” built by Ken&~ 
ram Datta intends to appeal 
to the public for subscriptions 
to enable him to repair the 
building which is at present 
without a roof. 
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(2) BIRBHU'M 


No. 


District. 


Looality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


24 


25 


Birblrfim .. 


Ditto 


Nagor 


Baltresvar 

Bakesvar. 


or 


Port ruins 


Temples 

Suva. 


of 


To tho west of Sun is the great fort of Nagor. The 
whole pargana is enolosed by a low earthen rampart 
overgrown with dense scrub and bamboo jungle ; 
the ramparts have a shallow ditch iu front, about 
20 feet wide now in places, hut whioh once must 
have been wider and deeper. The line of ramparts 
is very irregular both in plan and in profile. 

The space within the enclosure comprises the entire 
pargana of Haripur; it is a low, unhealthy, flat 
piece of land, resembling more some parts of Lower 
Bengal than the adjacent districts; there is a ffrtha 
here near the village of Tantipara known 8B the 
tirtha of Bakesvar. The objects of interest are a 
number of temples grouped near a number of dirty 
tanks. There is but one large temple, and this Is 
of the style of the Baijnath ones; it had a line of 
inscription over the doorway in modern characters, 
but the characters are now too worn to bo at all 
legible. Close to the temple is a pueoa ktinda, 
ablution in which cleanses from sin. 

The other temples are all very small and very numer¬ 
ous ; they are avowedly modem. 

The temples are built of a variety of materials, briok 
and stone, both cut and rough; the cut stone is 
roughly dressed, not smoothed; there are traces of 
an old brick enclosure about the principal temple, 
which is situated on a high mound. 

The plaoe is fabled to have been the residence of 
Bakra Muni, and the lingam in the principal temple 
having been established by him, is known as Bakes¬ 
var. 

There are several small temples, erected by private 
inhabitants, which are falling into decay, but there 
is no necessity to repair them. The temple at 
Bakesvar has far more local celebrity than that at 
Dubrajpur, and at the S'ivardtri in the month of 
Phdlgun a considerable number of pilgrims from 
this district and elsewhere worship at the shrine, 
and a meld is held in connection with the event. 
The hot springs are bathed in, arid are considered 
most efficacious in skin diseases, aud also oases of 
old fever. 


(3) 


26 Bahkura ... 


Vishnupur 


Temples 


The Vishnupur temples are the chief existing ancient 
buildings in this district. They stand among the 
remains of an ancient fort of considerable extent, 
the circumscribing ramparts of which are still visible 
with one handsome gateway. The temples are 
built of brick, or rather with plaques of bricks or 
tilo work, and are covered with the most curious 
soulpture. The history of these objects, however, 
is known only in so far as given in the inscriptions 
on them. 





















































DISTRICT. 


' 




The owners are the Vishnupur 

In a dilapidated state and threat¬ 
ened with ruin from the growth 
of trees on them, the roots of 
which have penetrated into the 
interior and cannot be eradi¬ 
cated except by breaking open 
the masonry work. 

ii b 

Seepages 203-06 of Vol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports for a description of 
the temples at Vishnupur. 

For a description of the fort at 
Vishnupur, see pages 237-38 of 
Hunter’s Statistical Account 
of the Banking district. 
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(8) bMktjra 





No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


B6filmr& ... 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Vishnupux 


The Jor B&n- 
gl& temple. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Chhinpur, 
th&n£ Onda. 


BaliuUr^ 
tMn& Onda. 


The Mallesvar 
temple. 


The Eds Man¬ 
cha temple. 


Temple 


Temple of 
Siddhesvara. 


This temple is a curious and unique specimen of its 
kind. It is constructed of brick; is plain and 
unornamented. It is inscribed and dated in tbe 
Malta or Mallabda era 860 A.D. 1572. Tbe 
Kings mentioned in the inscription are Sri Vka 
Hdmbira Naresa and Sri Raghunatha Simha, 


Tbe finest of the numerous temples here which are 
typical of a particular age and style. It is the 
temple of Visnnupnr, and has long been regarded 
as the oldest in Vishnupur. It is said, on the 
strength of the inscription it bears, to date back to 
near the beginning of the Malla era. 

This temple is absolutely unique in style and archi¬ 
tecture, not only in Bengal, but in India. Of 
minor brick buildings, this is most worth preser¬ 
vation. It is a characteristic example of the pyra¬ 
midal temples of the Malla era; is uninscribed. 


This temple, it is stated, was built by the Vishnu- 
pur Rdjas. It is now in a very dilapidated 
state. The idol Syamsundar TMkur; was formerly 
in it when it was in a better condition. Built of 
laterite and is the only stone temple in tbe neigh¬ 
borhood ; comparatively modern. 

The finest brick temple in tbe district of Bankura, 
and tbe finest, though not the largest, brick temple 
is tbe one at BahuMra, on the right bank of the 
Darikesvara river, 12 miles from Bafikurd ; the 
temple is of brick plastered; the ornamentation is 
carefully out in tbe brick, and tbe plaster made to 
correspond to it. It is carved and moulded with 
plaster ornamentations in relief after tbe style of 
modern Bengal architecture. There are, however, 
ornaments on the plaster also, but none inconsistent 
with the brick ornamentation below. Hence it is 
concluded that the plaster formed a part of the 
original design ; the mouldings of the basement are, 
to a great extent, gone; but from fragments her© 
and there that exist a close approximation can be 
made to what it was: some portions are, however, 
not recoverable. 

The present entrance is not the original old one, but 
is a modern accretion, behind which the real old 
doorway, with its tall triangular opening of over¬ 
lapping courses, is hidden. This old opening is 
still to be seen internally; it consists of a reotan- 
gular opening, 41 courses of bricks in height, over 
which rise the triangular portion in a series of 
corbels, each five courses in depth ; the width of the 
opening is 4 feet 10 inches; there is no dividing 
sill, and from the fajade of the temple it is evident 
that the cell with its attached portico in the 
thickness of the wall itself stood alone without any 








































DISTRICT— 


Custody or present use. 

’.Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation* 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

The owners are the Yishnupur 
liS'JSfl. 

In a dilapidated state and threat¬ 
ened with ruin from the growth 
o£ trees on them, the roots of 
which have penetrated into the 
interior and cannot he eradi¬ 
cated except by breaking open 
the masonry work. 

iiS 

See pages 203-306 of Vol. YIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports for a description of 
the temples at Yishnupur. 
There is a photograph of this 
temple in the Indian 

Museum, Calcutta. 

Ditto 

Under repair by private subscrip¬ 
tion. 

iiJ 

Seepages 203-06 of Yol. YIII 
of the Archeological Survey 
Reports. 

Ditto 

In a dilapidated state and 
threatened with ruin from the 
growth of trees on it, the roots 
of which have penetrated into 
the interior and cannot be 
eradicated except by breaking 
open the masonry work. 

ii6 

There is a photograph of this 
temple in the Indian Museum, 
Caloutta. 

In charge of Keddr Nath De- 
ghoria. 

In a dilapidated state 

ii b 

There is a photograph of 
the temple in the* Indian. 
Museum, Caloutta. 

Is in charge of Gop&l Chandra 
Gangop&d’ay&ya of Bahulara. 

'.V v ; V ;/ ’ 

The roof of the temple, a por¬ 
tion of the wall, and the doors 
have given way. 

iiJ 

See page 202 of Yol. YIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. For plan of temple 
and profile sketch of mould¬ 
ings, see Plates YII and 
XYIII, respectively, of the 
above volume. 

There is a photograph of this 
temple and of its mouldings 
and carvings in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 
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(3) BA&KUE1 


District., 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Bahkurd 


0on6tapan 


S'alivahan’s tern- 
pie. 


adjuncts in front; there are, however, the. remains 
of a mahamandapa, which was added on in recent 
times, but it is widely different in construction and 
in material to the old temple, and is probably not 
so old as the British rule in India. 

The temple had subordinate temples disposed round 
it in the usual manner; there were seven round the 
three sides and four corners, and one in front, the 
last being most probably a temple to Nandi, the 
servant of Siva; the whole group was enclosed 
within a square brick enclosure ; subordinate temples 
and walls are equally in ruins now, forming isolated 
and long mounds respectively. 


This is a tall temple, solidly built of bricks, each 
measuring 12" x 84*. Thirty-three courses of 
these bricks make up 7 feet of height for the base¬ 
ment. T,he temple is remarkably solid and was 
originally carved with ornamental plaster wotIc. 
The dimension of the sanctum inside is only 12 
feet square. 

The great height and the material, brick, need a 
greater thickness than stone. The roof of the 
cell begins to contract by overlapping courses at a 
height of 18 feet; the overlaps are at first of six 
courses each, then after four such overlaps there are 
five overlaps of five courses each, after which the 
overlaps are of four, and subsequently of three arid of 
two courses each. The entrance is of the usual 
style of overlapping openings; it is 6 feet 1 inch 
wide; the overlaps are one of six courses, two of 
five courses each, seven of four courses each, five of 
three courses each, and one of two courses ; there 
being altogether sixty-one courses disposed in 16 
overlaps on each side to the point where the two 
sides of the triangle approach to within 4 inches of 
epeh other, the overlaps being, therefore, of 2 inches 
e&ch only almost exactly. The temple stands on a 
high plinth, now a shapeless mound; it does not 
appear, from the absence of the dividing sill in the 
opening, that the temple had any mandapa in front, 
and the facade is indeed complete as it is, there 
being no part or line where the walls of any 
chamber or structure in front could touch the present 
facade without hiding some ornament, or falling 
upon some moulding or ornamental sculpture: the 
long platform, therefore, in front of the temple 
(now a terrace of earth and rubbish) must have 
been meant for open-air gatherings, as is common 
to this day, especially in m&las or fairs, or for a 
subordinate temple facing the main one. 

The temple is ascribed to S'alivahan ; it was covered 
with plaster, and richly and profusely ornamented. 
The plaster, from its ornamentation corresponding 
in all parts with the cut-brick ornamentation below, 
is considered to have formed part of the original 
design, and not, as is too often the case, added after¬ 
wards. 
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(3) BA^K'DRA 


No 


33 


34 


35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Biinkm’a ... 


Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 


Ektesvar 


Temple 


Dhnrdpat, tliand 
Yishnupur. 


Nfitangr4m, 
th4n4 Onda. 

Karasur Garh ... 


Kishangarh 

Asurgarh 
S’yamsundar Garh 


OMtna, Ih4n4 
Bankurd. 


Temple of 
S'ydm Chand. 


Fort ruins .. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Temples 


The temple is of stone, -with later brick additions 
in the shape of arches running along the front: 
the old stone mouldings of the basement are 
boldly out and rather fine though quite plain. 
The temple was built of laterite, but has 
had sandstone and brick additions made to it. 
There are traces of three different restorations or 
repairs. The first was a restoration of the upper 
portion, which had apparently fallen down. In the 
restoration, the outline of the tower and general 
appearance of the temple, before its dilapidation, 
appears to have been entirely ignored, and a new 
design adopted. After this, repairs on a small 
scale were carried out, of which traces are to be 
seen in various patchy portions of brick and mor¬ 
tar ; lastly, a series of briok arches was added in 
frout of the temple. The temple is uninsoribed, 
but the stone portions appear to belong to the 16th 
century A-1). 

The object of worship inside is a lingam, which is 
said to have thrust itself up through the ground. 
Several pieces of sculpture, both broken and sound, 
and almost all Brahmanical, lie in groups on 
platforms outside, none of any special interest and 
none inscribed. 


This temple is dedicated to an idol named Sy4m 
Chand Tkakur, commonly known as Nengta 
Thakur. * It was erected by one Advash Raj4, the 
then so-called R4j4 of Dharapat. Tradition goes 
that on the death of the founder of the temple this 
idol performed his sradh ceremony. Barren women 
of the locality still visit this temple to worship the 
idol in hope of being blessed with children. 

Never been examined ... ... ... 


Never been examined, but ascribed to the Asuras 
who ruled Bengal before the advent of the Aryans. 

Said to have been built by one of the R4j4s of Vishnu 
pur. It is surrounded by ditches and ramparts. 

There are ruins of a fort and of temples ... 

There are ruins of a fort and of temples. Reported 
to he built by the Vishnupur Raj. Some lands 
appertaining to the garh have now been converted 
into a garden. 

About fourteen miles from B4nkur4 on the old Grand 
Trunk Road through Hazaribiigh to Saharghati at 
the village of Ohamu are some ruins ; the prinoipal 
consist of some temples and ruins within a briok 
enclosure, the enclosure and the brick temples that 
existed having long become mere mounds, while the 
laterite temples still stand; the brioks used are mostly 
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DISTRICT— cmtinmi. 


Custody or present use* 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Is in the custody of the Pfijdris 


In the custody of the Banerjees 
of the Ayodhya* 


In the custody of Gopfil Ban- 
erjee’s family at Kishangarh. 


Not in use. Is in the custody 
of GoU'm Chandra De of 
Sonamukhi. 


Maintained by the CMtna Bini 
at an expense of Rs. 3-8 per 
diem. 


Should be kept in repair by the 
Pujaxis. Preservation desir¬ 
able. 


In good condition 


Exploration needed 


Ditto 


In a dilapidated state and could 
only be repaired at a consider¬ 
able cost. 


Exploration needed 
In a dilapidated state 


The brick enclosure and the brick 
temples that existed have long 
beoome mere mounds, while the 
laterite temples still stand. 


i b 


iib 


n a 


na 


iib 


li a 

iie> 


ii6 


Remarks. 
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Vide page 200 of Yol. Yin of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Report. For plan of temple 
and profile sketch of mould¬ 
ings of basement, see Plates 
VII and XYof above volume. 

There is a photograph of the 
temple in the Indian Muse¬ 
um, Calcutta. 
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See pages 198-200 of Vol. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


3 


B&nkurd 


Lokpur, thin& 
Kot&lpur. 


(3) EA^IvURA 


Tomb of Ismael 
Gliazi. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


inscribed, and the inscription gives a name which 
is read by some as Konaha Uttara E4ja, while the 
pandits read it as Hambira Uttara Raja; the date at 
the end is the same as in all, viz., Saka 1476 : there 
are four different varieties of the inscriptions, two 
engraved and two in relief, the bricks were clearly 
stamped while still soft, and then burnt. Tradition 
identifies Chatna with Yasuli or Vahtili Magara. 
At Daksha’s sacrifice it is said, one of the limbs of 
P&rvati fell here, which thencederived its name of 
Yasilli Na'gar or Bhulya Nagare, a name men¬ 
tioned in the old Bengali poet, Chandi Das. Its 
present name Obitn& is derived from a grove of 
Ch&tim or (Mini trees, which existed here ; 

The .temple, is ascribed to BUmbira Uttara Rajhi, and 
the legend about it is that Yasuli Devi one night 
appeared in a dream to the R&ja and said-— a Behold 
certain caxtmen and mahij ans are passing through 
your territory and are at this moment under a 
particular tree ; they have with them a stone in 
which I have taken up my abode; take it and set 
it up to he worshipped, for I am pleased with you, 
and will remain with you.” The Raja accordingly 
sent men and stopped the mahaj ans and cartinen, 
and seized the stone in payment of ground-rent for 
the ground they had occupied during the night ; 
he then set it up in the temple which we now see. 

The temples of laterite are not worth special notice, 
there being nothing remarkable about them. 

A Muhammadan saint named Ismael Glrnzi had a 
battle with the Hindu Raj&, Gor Mondaron, on 
behalf of Islamism. The saint was killed in battle 
and his bead was removed supernatural ly.^ While 
this was being done, a drop of blood from the 
decapitated head fell on the spot where the tomb 
was built. It is also said that the tomb was com¬ 
pletely erected in the course of a single night. It 
is built of.stone. 


(4) MIDNAPORE 


1 

Midn&pore... 

Nayagrfm 

lihclnr Garh 



(fort) 


Yalabhadra Simha, the third R&ja of Klielar, com¬ 
pleted this fortification, of which his father, Prattp 
Chandra Simha, had laid the foundation (1490 A.D.) 

The building is a regular fortress, with towers and 
walls of laterite stone and surrounded by a moat. 
The gate and postern are intact, and the walls are 
standing. Inside, where there is a good well of 
drinking water, all the edifices are in ruins; but there 
are two curious figures in blue stone representing 
a man of Persian extraction and his wife on horseback. 
The face of the man, his arrows and quiver, hoar 
some resemblance to the figures found in Nineveh. 
























































DISTRICT- 

concluded. 



Custody < 

or present use, 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 


In the custody of a family of 
local fakirs who hold l&khr&j 
lands for the purpose* It is 
held sacred by the Muhamma¬ 
dans of the locality, who visit 
it occasionally and make vows 
and offerings. 


Out of repair, hut as it is regarded 
with veneration by the Muham¬ 
madans of the locality they 
should keep it in repair. 


ii6 


DISTRICT. 


Is in the possession of the 
Nawab of Murshidabad. Not 
used for any purpose. 


Overgrown with jungle 


ii£> 
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(4) MIDNAPOKE 


No. District,. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 

43 Miduapore... 

Nayagram 

Fori of Chandra 
Bekha Simha. 

This was erected by the fourth Raja, Chandra Ret ha 
Simha, in the sixteenth century, and is a large en¬ 
trenchment more than a mile square, with one en¬ 
trance towards the east. The ditch which runs round 
the Garh, must have been excavated at an enormous 
cost, as in many places the solid laterite rock is cut 
through 8 or 10 feet in width, and over 6 feet in 
depth. On the eastern side, where the entrance is, 
another very deep trenoh and rampart were con¬ 
structed, and it was apparently intended to carry 
this the whole way round, hut the design was not 
carried out, and on the other three sides there is one 
moat only. 

44 Ditto 

Gopivallabhpur. 

Temple of Siva 

This is a rema rkable temple of Siva, about a mile 
east of the Chandra Rekha Garh. It is built of 
laterite stone, and towers over the jungle to the 
height of about 75 feet. It is not known who 
erected the temple. 

45 Ditto ••• 

Ditto 

Pillars 

These small pillars, about 1,000 in number, are very 
curious. They are scattered over a large plain, 
called Kearchand, about one mile cast of the 
tfamindar’s residence at Kultikri, and vary in height 
from 2 to 4 feet, the lower extremities of the 
pillars being driven into the ground, and the 
upper rounded into a rough resemblance of human 
heads. It is said that Jahar Sim ha, a Hindu chief, 
who ruled at Kearchand about the year 1170 R.S., 
devised this as a means to intimidate his opponents 
by making the stone pillars appear as so many men 
in his service, whom he employed constantly to 
guard the citadel: but they are more probably of 
the same character as the monumental stones found 
in Chota Nagpur. 

46 Ditto ... 

Uriya Sai, Gar- 
bheta P. S. 

Temple] 

It is built of stone, with a marble tablet, bearing an 
inscription to the effect that Raja Ohohan Singh 
constructed it in 996 B.S., so that the date affords 
a very satisfactory corroboration of the correctness 
of the epoch assigned to the Bogri R&j&s (1555- 
1610 A. D.). 

47 Ditto ... 

Mayand 

Mayana Garb 
(fort). 

The fort is built on an island within an island, and 
is situated on the western hank of the Kossye, a 
little above its junction with the Kali aghye; It 
was evidently constructed by excavating two great 
moats, almost lakes. The earth of the first was 
thrown inwards, so as to form a raised embank¬ 
ment of considerable breadth, wbioh, having become 
overgrown with dense bamboo clumps, is impervi¬ 
ous to any projectile that could have been brought 
against it 100 years ago. Inside the larger 
island, the outer edge of which is this embankment, 
another lake has been excavated and the earth 
thrown inwards, forming a large and well-raised 
island about 200 yards square, or 8 acres, more or 
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DI STRICT— continued . 


Custody or present use. 


As in preceding entry 


Is in the custody of the minor 
proprietress of the estate 
Kuarmani Simha Mandhata. 
Used for the purpose of wor¬ 
ship. 


Ditto ditto, 

used for any purpose. 


Not 


In ] possession of zamindar B&bu 
Dnanendra Nath Muklierjee. 
At present Messrs. Watson 
and Co. are pattanidtfrs. Used 
for worship. 


In the custody of R&j& Sachchida* 
nanda and his brothers, who 
use it as their residence. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks 


The walla are in a dilapidated 
condition. Indigo has been 
sown in the compound this 
year. 


Gradually decaying for want of 
repairs. It is desirable to have 
it repaired, but the minor pro¬ 
prietress’ estate being engrossed 
in debts, she is not in a position 
to undertake the work. 

In ruins, the stones having 
partially been taken away. The 
estate is engrossed in debts, 
and the proprietress is not in a 
position to maintain it. 


i i6 


Decaying for want of repairs. 
Messrs. Watson & Co. are 
unwilling to repair it, whioh is 
necessary for its preservation. 


In a state of entire disrepair. 
The proprietors are unable to 
undertake the repairs, as they 
are involved in debts. 


ii^ 
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iii 



























































( 26 ) 


(4 MIDNlPOBE 


District. 


Locality, 


3 



Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Midn&pore... 


Ditto 


Nar.'Vyan Garh 


Fort ruins 


Gurbeta 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Temple of Sar¬ 
vva Maugala. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Temple of 
Kafigesvar 
S'iva. 

Tanks 


On this stands the family residence of the 
Moyna r4j and all its belongings. 

It appears from the family records that the fort was 
originally constructed by one of the semi-mythical 
heroes of this district, R4ja Lau Sen, at a time 
when the district was under the dominion of the 
Gaur Raj as. At the time of the Mahratta ascen- 
danoy, the descendant of Lau Sen was ousted, 
owing to default of payment of the usual tributes 
and the possession of May ana was made over to 
B4hubalendra, the founder of the M'ayan4 
R4j. Six. miles to the south of Mayana there is 
a depression, about eight or nine miles in extent , 
which was formerly subject to the overflow of tidal 
water from the sea; but the Raj4 of Mayan4 
erected embankments along it to keep off sea water, 
and thus brought a considerable part of it under 
cultivation. This depression was perhaps a creek 
of the sea, which must have silted up in course of 
time. This supposition receives confirmation from 
the faot that by recent excavations in the villages, 
Tilda, Jalohak, and others, which stand near the 
depression, many things have boon discovered at a 
depth of some 16 or 17 feet below the surface, 
which show that the place must have been a port or 
seaside town in days gone by. The configuration 
of the country also makes this every way probable. 


Two ancient lines of fortification, an outer and an 
inner line, surround this fort, the space enclosed 
within the latter being above half a mile square. 
The actual buildings are not very striking, though 
there are some fine old tanks. The Cuttack high 
road passes through the western side of the fort., 
the western rampart running parallel to it for some 
distance. 

The pargana or Raj of Bogri is in a special manner 
dedicated to Sarvva Mangal4, whose worship is said 
to have been inaugurated by R4j4 Yikram4ditya of 
TJjain, hut his family cannot in any way be identi 
fied with the Bogri R4j4s. 

The temple is an old, spacious, and lofty building, 
but it is not known when and by whom it was built. 
It is peculiar in having its door faoing the north, 
and two separate legends are given to account for 
the fact. 

This temple, which is dedicated to the god Kan- 
gesvar S’iva, is coeval with the temple of Sarvva 
Maiigal4, and built on the same plan. 

The tanks are named Jalttfngi, Indrapushkarinf, 
Pathurihadua, Mnngala, Kabesdighi Ampushkarini, 
and Hadua. In each of these there is a stone 
temple in the centre, and they ell lie towards the 
north gate. From their proximity to the north 









































DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarjs. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In the possession of Maharaja 
DurgaOharan Lah& of Calcutta. 
A portion of the compound has 
been turned into paddy land. 

la in utter ruins ... 

lib 

J 

In the custody of zamindar 
Dhaneudra N&th Mukerjee, 
of Bagbazar, Calcutta. Used 
for the purpose of worship.. 

• 

Now in good condition, having 
been recently repaired. 

iib 


Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

iii 


In the possession of zamindar 
Dhaneudra Ndth Mukerjee. 
Not used, as the tanks have 
silted up. 

. 

iii 
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(4) MID NiPORE 


District, 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

2 

3 

4 

5 ' 




part of the fortification, it is inferred that all of 
them were excavated in the time of the Ghohans 
(1555 to 1610 A.D.) 

Midndpore... 

Jaldya, Gurbeta 
P.S. 

Fort ruins ... 

There is a small fort in Nay aba,sat, which was built 
in Raja Granapati Auoh’s time. 

Ditto 

GurToeta 

Ditto 

The remains of the ruinous fort of Garhbeta recall 
its former state and the local influence which the 
R&jds once possessed. The plaoes which were filled 
by the large and massive gates still hoar their 
respective names—(1) Ltd Darwdzd; (2) Haraman 
Darwaza; (3) Pesha Darwazd; (4) Rauta Darwazd. 

Ditto 

Dantun 

Temple of 8yd- 
malesvar. 

At the entrance of the temple there is a statue of a 
large bull in stone, lying in front of Siva, and 
having its two fore legs cut off, it is said, by 
Kdl&pdhdr. It is said to have been erected by the 
Bhoj Raja, but the date is not given. 



! 

One account says that about 200 years ago Chaitanya 
Mahdprabhu, on his way to Jagganndth, brushed 
his teeth here, and from- this circumstance the vil¬ 
lage got the name of Dantun (tooth-brash). 
Another account asserts it to have been the capital 
of Bhoj lUja, the father-in-law of Vikramdditya, 
King of Ujuin. It would, however, appear from 
the history given of Dantun by the learned Pandit 
Jadunandan, about 200 years ago, on the occasion 
of introducing himself in the Muktimandap (temple 
of salvation) in Jagganndth, that it is a village of 
old standing, and that its origin is not so modem as 
the legend about Chaitanya would indicate. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

The Vidyfidhar 
and S'asdnka 
tanks. 

There are two large tanks—one in Diintun, called 
the Vidyddhar, and the other, about two miles 
east of it, known by the name of Sasdnka. The 
first is about 1,600 feet in length and 1,200 feet in 
breadth. It was excavated under the orders of 
Vidyddhara, the minister of Raja Telinga Mukund 
Deva. 

The other tank was excavated by Rdjd Sas'dfika 
Deva, of the Pandava family, while on his way 
to Jagganndth. It is 5,000 feet long and 2,500 
feet broad. It is said that there is underground 
communication between the tanks, by a tunnel 
made of stone, about 7$ feet high and 41 feet 
broad. 

Ditto 

Ditto •«« 

Buins of Besi- 
denoes. 

The village Moghulmdri is so called from a great 
number of Moghuls having been killed there in a 
battle fought between the Mahrattas and the Mog¬ 
huls, in which the former were victorious. It is 
about two miles north of Dantun, Sat Deulya being 
five miles from Moghulmari. When excavating 
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DIST BICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 


In possession of Messrs. Robert 
Watson & Oo., pattanidars of 
Bagri. Some of the stones 
•wore removed and utilised for 
the Jamala bridge. Fort not 
used in any way. 

In possession of zamindar Dha- 
nendra Nath Maker joe and 
not U6ed in any way. 


In custody of the local zemindar. 
Ram Chandra Roy, and is used 
for worship. 


Is in ruins 


In custody of the local zamin- 
dars, Bhagavat Sdha and Ram- 
chandra Raya and others. The 
water of the tanks is used by 
the public for drinking and 
other purposes. 


In custody of tbe local zamindar, 
Bhagavat Chandra Saha. Not 
used by any one. 


Ditto 


Is in a good state of preservation, 
but it requires repairs. 


iii 


iib 


iii 


The Sasaiika tank has silted up. 


In a state of decay. The stones 
are being sold by the zamindar. 


i\b 


ii b 



































(4) MIDNiPORE 


•cnrrr-r~*-~—r-.— = 

No. District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

I 2 

3 

4 

■ 5 ' 




earth for the construction of the Ha j ghat road, 
several remains of old buildings were discovered 
in these villages, and numerous bricks and stones 
were dug out, showing that these places were once 
the residences of some ancient Bajas. 

67 Midn&pore... 

Tamluk 

! 

llira 

Temple of Bar- 
gabkimd. 

Of the ten phases of Sakti called Mahavidyas goddess 
Tftra is the second. Bargabhimd represents TM. 
The idol is formed of a single block’ of stone 
with hands and feet attached to it in mezzo relievo. 
It is represented standing on the body of Siva and 
has four hands. The upper of the two right hands 
holds a three-pointed spear and the lower one a 
sword. The upper left hand holds a human skull 
with human blood in it, while the lower holds the 
head of a demon. There is a small image of 
Bmabhujd Mohishmardini and two little idols repre¬ 
senting Siva, all of similar kind of stone on the 
same platform with the chief goddess. 

Although a Sakti temple, the chakra or disc on the 
top of the tempi© is of Yishnu. This disc might 
have been changed by some one of the fishermen 
rajas who ruled the place during the Muhammadan 
period, and who were apparently Vaishnavs by 
religion, It is also another reason why animal 
sacrifice is not much encouraged in the temple. 

It has been, built on the old site of a once very 
magnificent Buddhist Vihdra. It is divided into 
three apartments, viz., Baradeul, or inner sanctuary, 
Jagamohan, or hall of audience, and N&tmanclir, or 
dancing hall, which is also used for the purpose of 
sacrifice. There is a small raised covered passage 
between the Baradeul and Jagamohan, which is 
called JMn-Manclap. Panditsisit here to discuss 
religious subjects! The whole building is on a 
raised platform accessible by a flight of stairs con¬ 
sisting of 22 steps. There is a nahabatkMnaL 
just at the top of the grand stairs, and the whole 
enclosure is surrounded by high walls, out-offices, 
kitchens, servants’ hall, &c. The temple is of Orissa 
style, and is a small miniature of the temple of 
Puri. Tradition is that the temple was built by 
Visvakarmma. Outside the temple, but within its 
enclosure, is a Kalikudunte tree ( catlophy-Uum ino - 
phytlum), supposed to have the virtue of redeeming 
women from barrenness. There is a small tank to 
the north of the enclosure. The popular belief is 
that a barren womauxonceives if she plunges into 
the tank with ^ basket of fruits on, her head 
and picks up whatever reaches her and suspends it 
to the Kalikudunte tree with a rope made of her 1 
hair. 

58 Ditto 

Tamluk 

Temple of 

Krishn&rjun. 

i 

The story is that Arjun, the third Panelav, had come 
to Tamluk to rescue the sacrificial horse which was 
let loose at the Asvamedha Jajfia, but detained by 
the YubarSj of Tamluk, which was a large princip¬ 
ality at that time. There was a great fight between 
Arjun and the Yubaraj, but Krishna, a friend of 










































DISTRICT— continued. 




Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation* 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

It now belongs to a commu¬ 
nity of priests, and there is a 
fair endowment; but the 
priests never think of preserv¬ 
ing the building, or at least of 
keeping it in decent order. 

There are several shareholders. 
A. large portion of the inoonae 
is appropriated to the main¬ 
tenance of their families, and 
they complain they have very 
little left after meeting the 
ordinary expenses to take up 
the work of repair. 

Besides some petty repairs, there 
has been no addition or altera¬ 
tion, and no proper repair 
was ever made. The petty re¬ 
pairs, which have been done, are 
all very olumsy. Certainly the 
building ought to bo preserved 
as a work of antiquity. 

ii b 

For a summary of the ancient 
History of Tamluk, see page 
63, and for account of this 
temple, see pages 64-65 of 
Hunter’s Statistical Account 
of the Midnapore district. 

It belongs to a clan of priests 
and has a large endowment, 
but a greater portion of it is 
appropriated to the mainte¬ 
nance of the families of these 
priests. There is no control 

Though it is much later than 
the temple of Barga-Bhima, it 
should be preserved. No re¬ 
pairs or even any attempt seems 
to have been made since its 
erection. 

i b 

See page 66 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Midna- 
pore district. 
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(4) MIBNAPOHB 


Wo. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


5!/ 


80 


Midnapore.. 


Ditto 


R4yap4r4, police- 
station Nandi- 
gr4m. 


Temple of Siva 


Karnagarh 


Fort ruins 


Temples of 
Dandesvar 
and Maha- 
m4y4. 


Arjuu, intervened, and the old yielded 

to him, and released the saorifioiai horse. In 
honour of that occasion the Raja is said to 
have erected a temple and set up the image of 
Krishnarjun, which is daily worshipped up to the 
present time by the name Jishnu-Hari. The 
old temple is said to have been washed off by the 
river BupnAr&ya#'* and the present one, which is 
not much removed either for architecture or for 
style, has been built about 400 years ago by the 
B4j4 of Tamluk. 

There is Siva’s temple at R4yapar4, than4 Nandi- 
gr4m. It is a linga said to be Anidi, i.e., it has 
come out naturally from underground and not set 
up by anybody. Its history and tradition is the 
same as is prevalent in the case of Barga BMma. 
Ch4nd Sadagar whilst on his voyage to fcirhhal, is 
said to have passed by this place, which was almost 
on the sea-board, and observed some females fetch¬ 
ing water in pitchers which were of gold. His 
curiosity was aroused, and at night he dreamt of 
the god Siva. Next day he consecrated the linga 
and built a small temple. 

In Karnagarh under the S'albani police-station there 
are the remains of a palace with a silted and choked 
up ditch and fragments of a parapet wall. The 
palace evidently served the purpose of a fort when 
the“Chohars” or the wild aboriginal people invaded 
the possession of the local E4jd, of whom Jasvant 
Singh was the most famous. The temple built 
over the ashes of this B4ja is still shown to the 
pilgrim. The fort is said to have been built by 
11a ja Mahavir Singh, grandfather of Raj4 
Jasvant Singh, about 500 years ago. There are 
many temples in and about this ruin in various 
stages of dilapidation, from most of which the gods 
have been removed or taken away. 

There is a tank on the site of this ruin, in the centre 
of which there is a building made of stone. 

Only two temples, which are about a mile from the 
garh, are in a state of preservation. They are well 
known here as the shrines of Dandesvar and 
Maham4ya. They are situated close to each other 
and are surrounded by the same compound wall 
about 10 feet high, which is built entirely of well 
cut stones. There are three gates, of which those 
to the east and west are important. On the east 
gate, which is the main entrance, there is a “ nahabat- 
khana,” and over the west gate, which faces the tem¬ 
ple of Dandesvar, there is a stone structure called 
u Yogi M apdap” (place for the practice of yoga). It 
is a three-storied building about 50 cubits high. 
The temples also are made of stone. That of 
Mah4m4y4 is a low one, about 25 cubits high, but 
the one dedicated to Dandesvar, in one chamber of 
which there is another symbol of Siva named 


























DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state ol preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

or supervision. The . B&ja 
whoso ancestors are said to 
have chiefly contributed to 
the endowments has a nominal 
supervision, but be never takes 
any active part. 




It belongs to a Mobanta of 
the sect of the Tarakesvar 
Mobanta. Tho temple has a 
fair endowment, but the 
Mohanta complains that the 
income is barely sufficient 
to meet the ordinary charges. 

About 50 years ago one Jaya- 
nar&yan Giri, a local zamindar, 
recast and rebuilt the temple 
in a grand scale; but the family 
is now ruined and the temple 
is falling down. It ought to 
be preserved. 

lib 

1 

Is in possession of the Raja 
of Nordjole. 

* « *■# ^ 

The fort is in utter mins and 
beyond repair. The tem¬ 
ples are in a state of utter 
disrepair. They should be pre¬ 
served, and the Colleotor 
suggests that the R&ja of 
Nar&jole may be called upon 
to undertake the necessary 
repairs. 

•« 
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(4) M1DNAF0KE 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 





Khargefsvar, is about 50 cubits high. The apartment 
of DandeSyar is dark, though spaoious, in which 
there is a oavity about 3 feet in diameter and 8 feet 
deep, within which the god is, and so he is not visible 
to the pilgrim. The goddess Mahamayd stands on 
a lotus leaved pedestal, and is draped in a fine 
muslin. 

61 

Midnapor© 

Kilnohanpitr, Ke- 
siari P. S. 

Mosque 

It is said to have been built in the reign of Aurang- 
zeb, the Mogul Emperor of Delhi. There are 
inscriptions on a plate of white marble Bet in the 
inner well of the mosque, which cannot be deci¬ 
phered. It is evidently a relio of the time when the 
Muhammadans first settled in that part of the 
district. 

62 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Fort ruins ... 

This is said to have been built in the reign of Shah 
Alam, Mogul Emperor of Delhi. It has gone to 
decay. There is a stone statue representing a fight¬ 
ing warrior with Persian inscriptions on it lying on 
the ground in the middle of the ruins. 

63 

Ditto 

Kosba, N&rdyan- 
garh P. S. 

Mosque ... 

It was built by Shah Suja, Muhammadan Governor 
of Bengal, in the year 1060 B.S. When and by 
whom it was bnilt is insoribed in Persian characters 
on a stone plate attached to the mosque. 

64 

Ditto 

Tolkesiari, Kesi- 
ariP. S. 

Ditto ... 

It is said to have been built in the reign of Shah 
Alam, Mogul Emperor of Delhi. It is a splendid 
edifice of stone. It does not bear any inscription. 

65 

Ditto 

Doulbarh, Gropi- 
v alldbhpur 
P. 8. 

Temple of 

Edme'^var 
Ndth Siva. 

It is not known when and by whom it was built. 
No tradition or history. There is something very 
remarkable about the temple. The roof and sides 
of the temple are ornamented with various sculp¬ 
tures. It is certainly of ancient construction. It 
is about 30 or 40 oubits high, and is situated on a 
high and precipitous rock. It is built entirely of 
stones. 

66 

Ditto 

Gragane 4 var, 
Kesiari outpost. 

The Karambera 
fort. 

The outer walls are about. 10 feet high, and inside 
is a complete row of cloisters about 8 feet wide. 
Inside, at the east end, are the ruins of a temple of 
Siva, with the Mahadeva, or image of Siva, at the 
bottom of a well, where it is still worshipped; while 
at the west end, inside the enclosure, stands a 
mosque, which is erect, but unused, the fort having 
again passed into Hindu hands. On the weBt 
inner wall is a stone set into the wall with an 
Uriyd inscription, partly obliterated, showing that 
this celebrated mosque was constructed by Muham¬ 
mad Taher, in the reign of Aurangzeb, and that 



























DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Used for prayer by the Muham¬ 
madans. 

In a state of utter disrepair. It 
deserves conservation. 

lib 


Not used for any purpose 

Is in utter ruins and beyond 
repair. 

iii 


Used for prayer by the Muham¬ 
madans. Is in custody of 
one Sheik Housi, of village 
UttarmakalM, polioe-stafcion 
Narayangark. 

Is in a good state of preser¬ 
vation. 

ii& 


Used for prayer by the Muham¬ 
madans. 

In ruins 

ii& 


It is in possession of Rtiiii 
Knar Maiii, zamindar of Kul- 
tikri. 

Going to decay for -want of 
repairs. 

ii b 



This struoture has the outer 
walls built of latarite still 
almost intact. 

ii a 

i 

1 

, 
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(4) MIDNAPORE 


No. 


District. 


locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


it was completed in 1102 Hijri. To the north is a 
deep and large tank, full of alligators, oalled Joges- 
var Kund. Kesiari, now only known for its large 
tassar silk manufacture, was at one time a renown¬ 
ed Moghul tahsil or settlement, and the numerous 
mosques and houses in stone erected by the Mughals 
still remain in the so-called MoghulpSrd or Moghul 
quarter. One of them bears an Arabio inscription, 
showing it to hate been ereoted in the time of 
Aurangzeb. It has since been entirely abandoned, 
but a stone figure of a Muhammadan king or saint 
with a Persian inscription on it, of the time of that 
Prince, lies on the ground in the middle of the 
ruins. 


(5) HOOGHLY 


C7 


Hooghly ... 


Pd 9 du& 


Mosque 


At the close of the thirteenth century Shah Sufi, a 
Musulman saint, whose mother was sister to the 
Emperor Firoz Shah, II, who died in 1296 A.D., 
lived at Pandua. At that time the Hindu Pandua 
Rajfi rided over the distriot, and lived at Mah&nfith 
(now Mahanad), not far off. Being oppressed by 
the Rija, Shah Sufi fled to his uncle at Delhi, 
obtained assistance, and with a large army and two 
men of renown, Zafar Khan Ghazi and Bahram 
Sakka, overthrew the R&ja. The old temple of 
Pandua was then destroyed, and the present 
mosque built with its remains. The larger tower 
was used as a minarah ora minaret for call to prayer, 
and every Hindu was driven out of the town. 
A vault in Pandn&, in which Sufi was buried, still 
exists. 

This story does not give the date of the erection of 
the tower, hut of its use as a mazinah. Mr. Bloch- 
mann, of the Asiatic Sooiety, was of opinion that 
the tower resembles in structure the well-known 
Kutab Minar near Delhi. 

The town of PAndufi possesses a very curious old 
tower, about 125 feet in height, a large long 
masjid, and also a square masjid near the famous 
tomb of Shah-safi-ud-din. 

It is not improbable that the masjid and minar may 
have been built by a nephew of Firoz, as the style of 
the long masjid is very like that of other mosques 
built during his reign. The great tower at Pandua 
is the Mazina, or Muazzin’s Minar; its entrance is 
on the west towards the masjid. General Cun¬ 
ningham thinks that the square masjid and tower 
belong to the first half of the ninth century of 
the Hijra. 

The mirlr of Pandua is a very curious structure, 
quite different from all others that are generally to 
be found. It is a round tower of five stages or 
storeys, eaob lessening in diameter from 60 feet at 
the base to 15 feet at the top. The dimensions of 















































DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Bemarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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(5) HOOGHLY 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


68 


Hooghly ... 


Pfindu& 


Tomb of Shah 
Safi-ud-din. 


the several stages will be best understood by being 
placed in a tabular form. 


Diameter. 


Upper storey 
4th storey 
3rd „ 

2nd „ 
Basement 


Feet. 


12 

0 

above 

15 

0 

below 

23 10 

above 

26 

0 

below 

34 

8 

above 

37 

5 

below 

47 

6 

above 

48 

I 

below 

58 

2 

above 

60 

0 

below 


Pinnacle 


Height. 

Feet, 


18 

18 

30 

25 

25 

116 

9 

125 


The outer face of each storey is ornamented with 
very flat convex flutes. • In the centre of the build¬ 
ing there is a circular staircase leading to the top. 
At the base of each successive storey there is a 
doorway leading out to a narrow terrace on the 
outside whioh runs all round. The entrance door of 
the basement storey is on the west side towards the 
masjid, which is 175 feet distant. On this account 
it is believed to have been the M&zinah. or 
Muezzin’s tower, from the top of which the faith¬ 
ful were called to prayers. There is no inscription 
on the building, and the people of course refer its 
erection to the holy saint Safl-ud-din, whose tomb 
is olose by. 


Is a fine building, 209 feet long, and with 60 domes. 



































DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In custody of Syada Bibi, who 
is now at Mecca, and her agent 
Joedon Huq, who is resi¬ 
dent at Sahaj adp.ore, Burdwan 
district. It is stated by the 
residents of the looality that 
there is an income of Rs. 800 
from, the lands allotted for the 
above by the Emperor Shah 
Jihan. The present custodian 
does not spend any sum for 
repairs. 

A fair is held on the 1st of Magh 
and on the 1st of Vaisakh every 
year, when a great many pil¬ 
grims come to the spot. 

Portions of roof and walls are 
coming down and the building 
is overgrown with grass and 
jungle. 

r 

iii 

See page 314 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Aeoount of the 
Hooghly district. 






































V'.-’ v v . 

• 




Hi!# 

<S] 

( 40 ) 


(5) HOOGHLY 


District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition 

regarding the monument. 

2 

3 

4 


5 




Hooghly 


Trivepi 


Tomb of Zafar 
Kh.au Ghazi. 


Ditto 


Tfirfikesvar 


Temple of Ma- 
hadeva. 


This structure is universally reported to contain the 
shrine of Zafar Khan Ghazi, who assisted Shah 
Sufi against the PanduA R&jd; hut this fact proves 
little as regards the actual date of the building. 

The building is oblong, containing, two nearly 
square chambers, eaob about 80 feet in length and 
breadth. Its greatest length is from east to west. 
It is constructed of massive stones, some basalt, 
brought probably from the Rajmahal Hills. 
Other parts are built of sandstone, and others 
appear to resemble the indurated chlorite brought 
from the Balasore Hills for the finer sculpture 
work of the Orissa temples. The design of the 
building externally is simple and symmetrical. 
A doorway or window oooupies the centre of the 
side wall of each square, flanked by a shallow 
recess with an ogee canopy. The greater part of 
the wall surface is quite plain. 

The tombs of some of the family of Zafar KMn 
Ghazi appear to he comparatively modern, but the 
dargah must date from the time of the Ghazi 
(about 1300 A. D.) 

There is no doubt that many of the materials are 
of Hindu workmanship, as numerous stones, especi 
ally those which form the lintels and doorposts, 
are covered with carvings representing living 
creatures. Where possible the Muhammadans have 
defaced them; but the snakes which twine up 
the doorposts are suggestive of those in the same 
position in the Black Pagoda, or temple of the sun, 
at Kanarak in Orissa. 

More than 150 years ago there lived at Mahaba 
Garkalingar in Oudb, Raj& Vishnu D.is, a Kshetri 
or Chetri by caste. The supremacy of the Muham¬ 
madan Nawab of the province having deprived his 
residence of safety and comfort, the Itajfi came 
away and took up his abode in a jungle two miles 
from Tarakesvar, tbo site of village R&mnagar 
or Balagar in tkana Haripdl. Five hundred people 
of his own caste and 100 Brahmans of Kanauj 
came and settled with him. But the inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood, who suspected them of being 
robbers, informed the Nawab of Bengal at Murshi- 
dabad of the arrival and presence in the locality 
of Rdjd Vishnu D&s and his people, whom they 
described as a large gang of marauders in complete 
armour and with strange beards and moustaches. 
They were sent for, and the Raj4 presented him¬ 
self before the Nawab and declared that they were 
perfectly harmless people who wanted only some 
land whereon to settle. Tradition says that as a 
proof of his innocence Yishnu Dfe held in his 
hands a red-hot iron bar without being injured in 
the least. His success in thus passing through the 
ordeal of fire not only led to his acquittal, hut 
also procured for him from the Nawab a grant of 
500 bigkas of land in Bahirgora, the eastern 
portion of Jangiparf-Krishnanagar with Garkhai, 














































DISTRICT -continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 


8 

9 



In the custody of Mat-wall Golam 
Rahman and Latifun Nessa 
Bihi and others. 

A few pilgrims visit the place 
every Friday, and a large fair 
is held on the 1st Magh every 
year, when numbers of pilgrims 
from distant places come to 
1 the darga. 


Three out of eight vaults have 
fallen down. Trees have over¬ 
grown the walls of the dargah. 
The present poor oustodians 
have no means to repair it or 
even to clear the jungle or root 
out trees from the masonry. 


ii b 


See page 206 and plan on 
Plate VIII of Vol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Sur¬ 
vey Reports. Also Bloeh- 

poann’s and Money’s papers 
in the Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic Society. 

There is a photograph of this 
dargah in the Indian 

Museum, Caloutta. 

For ancient references to Tri- 
veni, seepage 311 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Hooghly district, and for a 
reference to the tomb of 
Zafar Khan, see page 311 of 
the same work. 


In the custody of the mohant. 
The income of the temple is 
ample, and the mohant might 
be induced to keep it in repair 
in an intelligent manner, so 
as not to bury or destroy what 
is of interest with whitewash 
or incongruous additions. 


Kept in good order by the 
mohant. 


ii& 


See page 307 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Hooghly district. 
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(5) HOOOHLY 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Tower 


eight miles from Tarakesvar These 500 bighas, 
which mean 1,500 or 1,600 bighas of the present 
day, constitute the revenue from property (J aided) 
recorded in the Oolleotorate register of the district 
under No. 1931. 

Vishriu Das had a brother who, having given up all 
worldly cares, wandered about as a devotee near 
Vishnu Das’ place. It is said that while tempor¬ 
arily residing in the wood of Tarakesvar, then 
known by the name of Jote Sava'ram, he observed 
that several kine entered deep into jungle with 
udders full of milk, but returned with empty ones. 
Anxious to discover the secret, one day he followed 
the kine and saw them discharge their milk on a 
stone having a hollow surface. Varamal Singh, 
for that was the name of Vishnu’s brother, also 
found that cowherd boys came and ground un- 
husked rice on the stone, which accounted for the 
deep hollow in the surface. Curiosity made him, 
watch it for some time, and at last take the resolve 
of digging it up. He aotually worked for a whole 
day, but could not get at the bottom. He therefore 
thought of making a fresh attempt on the next day. 
But in the night ho had a dream in which 
Tarakesvar, or the divine reliever of the world, 
declared himself and said to him:—“ Do not make 
useless endeavours to take me away. Build a 
temple for me, and be thou the worshipper and 
mohant.” Varamal Singh then went to Ms 
brother and related all that had happened and 
asked his aid in carrying out the behests of the 
god. Vishnu readily offered it, and the temple of 
Tarakesvar (god Siva) was built round the stone 
in the then existing wood of Jote Savaram, of which 
Varamal was the divinely ordained mohant or 
warden. As time went on, this temple fell into 
decay, and over it the present one was built at the 
expense of the Burdwan R&j. People of all classes, 
not excepting the Muhammadans, have from, the very 
earliest days of the temple resorted to it for the 
cure of their diseases, and lain prostrate before the 
divine image with a vow to die of starvation at its 
feet if no remedy is suggested to them. A mer¬ 
chant named Chint&mani of Baligar (now of Sulkea) 
once got himself cured thus miraculously of a 
severe distemper, and to his gratitude the temple 
owes its marble floor, natmandir or music hall in 
its front and the roads leading to it. 

It is the annual resort of an immense number of 
pilgrims from all parts of the oountry, who hold it 
in great reverence, and from whose offerings alone 
it is said to derive an income of Rs. 1,00,000 a 
year. The zamindari income is nearly Rs. 16,000, 
and the monthly expenditure is nearly Rs. 5,000, 

An old tower near Hyatpur on the Darikesvar (Dal- 
kisur) river, a little above its junction with the 
IJainudar. 






























DIST RIOT—continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

— ----- -----— 

—-j----- 

Not in any one’s charge. Situated 
on the lafcraj land of zamindar 
Mahendra N&fch Ghose of 
Hyatpur. Not in use by any 

In a dilapidated state: over¬ 
grown with jungle. The Col¬ 
lector suggests its being brought 
on the books of the Public 

' j 

iia 
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(If HOOGHLY 




District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Hooghly 


73 


Bandel 


Church—Portu¬ 
guese Church 
of ohr Lady 
of Happy 
Voyage. 


Ditto 


74 


Ditto 


75 


76 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ohinsura 


Church—Arme¬ 
nian Church 
of St. John 
the Baptist. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


berarapore 


Church-Dutch 
(now English) 
church. 


Churoh—Roman 
Catholic cha¬ 
pel. 

Ditto 


This churoh was founded in 1599 A. D., and is the 
oldest Christian Church in Bengal. The Church 
was burnt du ring the siege of Hooghly by the 
Muhammadans, but the keystone with the year 1599 
inscribed on it remained intact, and this keystone 
was used when the church was rebuilt in A. D. 
1661 by a Portuguese gentleman named Gomes 
do Soto, who lies buried within the precincts of the 
churoh along with other relations. When Hooghly 
was taken the Muhammadans destroyed the images 
and pictures of this church. The Emperor of Delhi 
subsequently made a grant of 771 bighos ol rent- 
free land to' the churoh. In November of each year 
there is celebrated at this church the festival of the 
Novena, to which Roman Catholics largely resort 
from Calcutta. 

The church here is acknowledged to be the second 
oldest Christian Church in Bengal. It was erected 
by the pious Margar family. In 1695, Margar, 
the son of Khojah Johanness, laid the foundation 
of this church, which was completed in 1697 by his 
brother Joseph and dedicated to St. John the 
Baptist. Annually on. the feast of St. John the 
Baptist, which is held on the 26th January of each 
year, the Armenian community of Calcutta _ attend 
Divine service at the above ohurch which is cele¬ 
brated with great solemnity and devotion. There 
is an old tomb in the churchyard of the Margar 
family bearing date 1697. 

This church was erected in A. D. 1768 by the 
Eight Hon’blo Sir G. Vemet, the then Dutch 
Governor, entirely out of his own means. The 
steeple had been previously constructed by Mr. 
Sohittermann, in 1744, who was Governor at that 
time. Hung around the inside of the church are 
armorial hatchments of some of the Dutch Governors 
and their wives. 

This chapel was completed in 1740, chiefly from 
funds bequeathed by Mrs. Sebastiana Shau. 

Serampore was a Danish settlement from 1755 to 
1845, when it was taken over by the English. 

This Roman Catholic chapel was originally erected 
in 1764, but it was found too small for the in¬ 
creasing community. It was therefore taken down 
in 1776, when the present edifice was erected 
in its stead, at an expense of Rs. 13,886; under the 
auspices of the Baretto family. 

Serampore is best known as the residence of the three 
celebrated Baptist Missionaries—Carey, Marahman, 
and Ward. 













































DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

—„—.. —~ v T“ 


7 


8 

9 


one, and not likely to be made 
use of unless repaired for con¬ 
servation. 

Under the custody of the Vicar- 
General of the Portuguese 
Mission in India, who resides 
in Calcutta. Is in daily use 
as a church. 


Works Department as public 
property. 

Kept in very good order 


Under the custody of the 
Wardens of the Armenian 
Church, Calcutta. It is used 
as a church. 


Kept in very good order 


In the custody of Government 
and used as a church. 


In the custody of the Roman 
Catholic community. Is used 
as a chapel. 


Ditto 


ditto 


In very good condition 


Not in very good condition 


In good order 


iib 


iib 


1 a 


ii& 


iib 


See pages 36-38 of tho u History 
of the Armenians in India ” 
by Mesroov J. Seth. 


See page 10 of Toynbee’s 
History of the Hooghly 
distriot. 


See page 28 of 
History of the 
district. 


Toynbee’s 

Hooghly 




























(5) HOOGHLY 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 

monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


77 


Hoogbly ... 


78 


79 


Ditto 


Bh&st&rA 


Yallabhopur 


Ditto 


80 


Ditto 


Mdhes 


Eansbarid 


Fort 


Temple of 
R&dh&val- 
labha. 


Temple of Ja- 
gann&th. 


Temple of 
Harhsesvari. 


A small old fort and some temples belonging to the 
BMstarfi. zamindars which are of some interest. 


The temple of Rddhavallabha is situated in the 
village of Vallabhapur, about a mile and-a-half from 
the iSerampore station, East Indian Railway, in 
the subdivision of Serampore. There is a tradition 
that Yirbbadra Gosvamf of Khardaha brought a 
piece of stone from the Nawab of Gaux. Out 
of this stone the first image that was hewn 
was that of Rddhavallahha, and as the idol was 
not to his liking, he made it over to the people of 
Vallabhapur, Acoording to this tradition, R&dku- 
vallabha must be more than 350 years old. But 
its present temple is comparatively of very recent 
date. Some say that it is only some 70 or 80 yeara 
old. The ruins of the old temple on the side of 
the river Hooghly are visible even at the present day. 
Of the festivals performed in honour of this deity 
SnanajaM and the car festival are very famous. 
Formerly on the occasions of these festivals the idol 
of Jagann&tha of Maljesa used to come here, hut 
owing to a dispute that practice has been disconti¬ 
nued, and a new Jagannatha made by the order of 
the late S'ivakrishna Datta is exhibited at the time of 
the said festivals. Radkavallabha has a little zamin- 
dari of its own to meet its expenses. The temple of 
Raclha vail abba is of ordinary character, having 
only one steeple in it. 

It is said that the Jagann&th of Makes is about 
the same date with the Radkavallabka of Vallabha¬ 
pur, i.e., more than 350 years old. The idol Jagan¬ 
natha along with Subhadra and Valar&ma is made 
of nim wood. It has a little zamindari to meet its 
expenses. On the occasions of Sn^najdtrh and car 
festivals large numbers of people gather here. On 
the Sunday intervening between theBathajatrii and 
the Ultaratha this place is crowded annually by the 
Babus of Calcutta. This occasion is ordinarily 
called the Dvadasa Gopal festival of Mikes. 

This temple is situated in the district of Hooghly, 
about a mile from the TrisbigM station, East Indian 
Railway, in the village of Bansbaria. The image 
of the goddess is made of black stone. She repre¬ 
sents a form of Kali with her hair unbraided. 
The god Mahadeva is lying on a trikonajantra, and 
the goddess Hamsesvarl is plaoed on the lotus that 
has sprung from the navel of the aforesaid deity. 

The temple is made of stone, and has thirteen 
minarets. It possesses architectural beauty of 
a very high order, and it may bo considered 
os one of the finest Hindu temples of Bengal, 
if not of India. The temple was erected about 
88 or 90 years ago. On the west of this temple 
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They are kept up by the owners, 
but they might be induced to 
pay some more attention to 
them, especially in jungle clear- 
ing. 

iii 



Is the property of priests of the 
temple and is used as a temple. 

In good condition 

iib 

Furnished by Pandit Hari 
Mohan Vidyabhushart, Orien¬ 
tal Librarian, Asiatic Society 
of Bengal. 

See page 306 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Hooghly district. 

Is the property of the priests 
and is used as a temple. 

In good condition ... 

iib 

Furnished by Pandit Hari 
Mohan VidyAbhushan, Orien¬ 
tal Librarian, Asiatic Society 
of Bengal. 

See page 306 of Hunter’s Statis¬ 
tical Account of the Hooghly 
district. 

Is the property of the ^descen¬ 
dants of the R&nx and is in use 
as a temple. 

In good condition ... 

iiJ 

Furnished by Pandit Hari 
Mohan VidyAbhushan, Orien¬ 
tal Librarian, Asiatio Society 
of Bengal. 

See pages 303-304 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Hooghly district. 
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(5) HOOGHLT 


.District. 


Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

3 


ll 4 


l 5 


Hooghlv 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Baksa, 

tliana ChamUtala 


Temples 

I'sanesvar. 


of 


Ditto 


MayApur, thAnA 
JAhAnAbAd. 


Bithurgurh alias 
Garb Mandaian, 
thanh Goghat. 


SAtgaon 


Temple of 
Bagliunath. 


Mosque 


Tomb of Shah 
Ismail Gbazi 
Ghani Lash- 
kar. 


Mosque of 
Sayyed Jamal 
ud-din. 


liii 


there is a temple of Ananta Deva, wbioh is said 
to be about 200 years old. On the north of the 
Hamsesvari temple there is a shrine of Mahisha- 
mardini, which was ereoted simultaneously with 
that of Hamsesvari. 


Tombs of Say¬ 
yed Fakhr- 
ud-din and 
others. 


The monument consists of twelve temples built all in 
a line on the bank of the Sarasvati river. They are 
all of the same size and in height nearly 60 feet. 
Adjoining the temples there is a large tank with a 
magnificent masonry ghAt with seats all round. 
They are all dedicated’ to Siva named I'sanesvar. 
They were'built by B habitin' Oharan Mitra in 
1187 B.S. corresponding to A. D. 1780. In honour 
of the Siva an annual fair or mela is held on the 
ground adjoining these temples on the last day of 
the Bengali year, which is resorted to numerously by 
the people of the neighbouring tillages. 


This is a big temple with 9 pinnacles of the present 
car fashion dedicated to the god Eaghunathjs. It, 
was built by Bhnrkut Itam Mitra. in the Bengali 
year 1199, corresponding to A. D. 1792. 


The site of a mosque, which, according to local tradi¬ 
tion, was built of stone. 


In this place, which is the site of a mud fortress of 
bygone times, there is a brick-built tomb, supposed 
to contain the relics of Shah Ismail Ghazi Ghani 
Lashkar, a Muhammadan saint held in great vene¬ 
ration by the Muhammadan residents of the place. 
There is" likewise a stone-lined entrance leading into 
the fortress. 


This mosque, which, together with a few tombs near 
it, is the only remnant of the old capital of Lower 

Bengal, was built by Sayyed Jamal-ud-din, son of 

Sayyed Fukhr-ud-din, who, according to inscriptions 
on the mosque, had come from AtuuI, a town on 
the Caspian Sea. The walls of the mosque are 
built of small bricks, and are handsomely adorned 
inside and outside with arabesques. The central 
rnikrab, or niche, looks very fine, but the upper 
part of the west wall having fallen down, half the 
mosque is filled with stones and rubbish, so that it is 
impossible to see the whole of the niche. lire 
arches and domes are in the later PAthAn style. 
Over each entrance inside there is a cresoent. 
Near the south-east angle of the mosque is an 
enclosure with three tombs, where Sayyed 1 akhr- 
ud-din, his wife, and his eunuch are said to be 
buried j the wall forming the enclosure is in many 
places broken down. 


W^mmB 
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DISTKIOT-«o«^(M. 




Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

1 

Clasisfl 

cation. 

Remarks. 

{ 

6 

7. 

8 

9 

The custodians of the temple 
are Babus Pr/m Bandhi 
Mitra, Triloclian Mitra 
Madhah Chandra Mitra, anc 
Jivan Krishna Mitra. Thej 
are in use now. 

3 The temples are in a state of dis- 
x repair now, the custodians being 
i too poor to bear the cost of 

1. repairs. 

/ 

iii 


In the custody of the Mitra 
family of the place. 

Is in a state of disrepair owing 
to the inability of the custodi¬ 
ans to bear the cost of repairs. 

iii 



Nothing remains exoept a few 
blocks of common granite. 

iii 


«#«»*■» 

The relics are mere ruins, and 
have no claims to either archi¬ 
tectural beauty or historical 
importance. 

iii 


In custody of Fakir Brotoo 
Shaik, who is not able even to 
clear the jungle. 

It is in ruins, the roof and two 
walls having come down. 

iii 


It is almost deserted. Some¬ 
times one or two pilgrims 
visit it when their relations 
are sick. 


] 

For an account of the anoient 
glories of Satgaon, see pages 
309-310 of Hunter’s Statistical 
Account of the Hoogkly dis¬ 
trict, and for the account of 


the tomb of Sayyed Jamal- 
tid-din, see page 308 of the 
same work. 


H 


















































s. PRESIDENCY 


CLASSIFI 


[See Government of India, Home Department 

'[.—Those monuments which, from their present condition and historical or 
II.—Those monuments which it is now only possible or desirable to save 

the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like. 

Hi,—Those monuments which, from their advanced stage of decay 

I. (a) and II (4—Monuments in the possession or charge* of Government 

conservation, . & 

I. (b) and II ( 4 —Monuments in the possession or charge o± private 

(1) 24-PARGA^IS 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


24-Parganas 


Name of 

monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Diamond Harbour 


Ditto 


J atfir 
temple. 


Deul 


Jayanagar 


Temples of 
Radbavallabh 
and Syarn 
Sundar. 


A Hindu temple four miles almost due east of the 
tankB called Eayadfglu and Karikandighi, which are 
four to five miles south of the present limits of 
pargana Hliari. This is one of the most interesting 
of the ruins yet discovered in the Sundarbans. It 
is known by the name of “ «T4tar Deul,” and was 
probably dedicated to Mahadev or Siva, who also 
goes by the name of. Jatadhari. The temple is built 
on a patch of high ground about two-thirds of an 
aore in area, but the edifice itself occupies much 
less space. On a rectangular building a^ single 
column rises to aheight at present of about 60 feet; 
but ns the top is broken, it is impossible to say 
what the original height was, The bricks are carved 
and well put together. They are of the same size 
and mould as those found near Kankandighi, and 
probably the ruins near the tank and Jartar Deul 
were contemporary buildings. On the north of 
the temple there is an underground building, and the 
local tradition is that this is the Bhogmandir, 
where the food dedicated to Hindu divinity was 
cooked. 

The Deputy Collector of Diamond Harbour reported 
in 1875 that “ a copper plate discovered in a place a 
little to the north of Jatar Deni fixes the date of the 
erection of this temple by TtajA .Tayanta Chandra in 
the year 897 of the Bengali S'aka era, corresponding 
to A.D. 975. The bricks are remarkably fine, and 
the cement very adhesive. The copper plate was 
discovered at the clearing of the jungle by the 
grantee, Durga Prasad Cbaudhuri. The inscrip¬ 
tion is in Sanskrit, and the date, as nsual, was 
given in an enigma with the name of the founder. 

Temples said to have been erected by Pratap 

Aditya. , . 

The tradition is that the idols were formerly at a 
place called Khari about Smiles from J ayanagar 
where there was deep jungle. Onoe a tiger 
seized one of the idols and carried it away; but 
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DIVISION. 


CATION. 


Besolution No. 3—168—83, dated 26th November 1883.] 

archaeological value, ought to be maintained in permanent good repair, 
from further decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve— 
or in respect of which Government must undertake the cost of all measures of 

bodies or individuals. 

DISTRICT. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

The proprietor is Babu I»urg:i 
Prasad Ohaudhuri. No one 
is in charge of the temple. 

( 

In a very dilapidated state. The 
walls of the building which 
support the columns are about 
nine feet in thickness; the 
masonry work inside and the 
arch over the entrance are well 
preserved. 

i\b 



The copperplate or an impression 
of it should be sent to the 
Government Epigraphist. 

... 


In charge of the Brahmans, who 
worship in it. 

In good state of preservation ... 

ib 

See page 88 of Hunter’s 
Statistical account of the 24- 
Parganas district 
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(1) 24-rARGAljIAS 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


24-Parganas 


Kalighat, (three 
miles from Port 
William.) 




Hi 






Temple of Kali 


subsequently it was recovered. Both the idols were 
brought by Eaja Pratap Aditya and placed 
the present temples erected for the purpose.. It 
.s said that the broken hand of Badha vallabh testifies 
to the above fact. 


It is situated on the bank of the old bed of ^ the 
Ganges, at a distance of about three miles from 
Fort 'William. It is a massive masonry structure 
built with small bricks. Its height is about 90 
feet, and it stands on a square base^ each side 
of which is about 75 feet. There xs^ a long 
aisle on its south side, and raised platforms all 
round. A doorway occupies the centre of both 
the south and east sides of the main building 
The present temple is of recent date, haying been 
built by the Sabarna aamindars of Barisi in or 
about 1809. But it was, in fact, a renovation of 
an old temple, the existence of which can be traced 
back to the middle of the sixteenth century. There 
is an extensive N&i Mandir in front (south) of the 
temple. There are several other smaller temples 
of minor importance near the KaliV temple. One 
of them, namely, that of S'yamraya (Krishna) may 
be mentioned, as it is said to have been built 
early in the seventeenth century. The face of 
the idol of Kail is triangular shaped, and made 
of very fine black marble, resting on a huge square 
shaped block of red granite, which forms the trunk. 
The hands, tongue, eyebrows, &c., of the idol are 
made of gold. The legend connected with the place 
is as follows 


i Sim, one of the Ilindu trinity, was not invited to a 
feast arranged for by his father-in-law Daksha . 
Salt, §ivah wife, however, persuaded her husband 
to allow her to visit her father on the occasion. 
But on arrival at her father’s house she was so 
mortified at hearing her father speak ill of her 
husband that she immediately died. When Siva 
knew this be became mad with rage and grief, and 
at onoe going over to the house of Daksha ? he took 
up the corpse of his wife and placing it on his 
shoulders began making a tour round the world. 
He became so furious that all the other gods appre¬ 
hended that unless he were pacified, the destruction 
of the world would be inevitable. But so long 
as the dead body of his wife was on his shoulders 
there was no possibility of soothing his anger. 
Vishnu therefore took his chakva in his hand and 
gradually cut the corpse into 52 pieces: in this 
way tbe catastrophe was averted. The 52 places 
where the different parts of the body fell became 
sacred as places of pilgrimage. One of her fingers 
is said to have fallen at the spot where the idol 
has been placed. 
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DISTRICT—ttmfc'jmcrf. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Glassifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 


6 

7 

8 

9 

The descendants of the priest T1 
first appointed to worship the 
idol who hate taken the title 
of Haidars are the present pro¬ 
prietors. The number of them 
is a little over a hundred at 
the present day. 

ie buildings are in exoellen 
©pair. 

t i b 

Pit ? : ’f© ' ' 

: : , 

I . ' •; .'V,V'*4 
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(1) 24-PAEGA^i.S 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


24-Pargan4s 


Kalighit 


Temple of Na¬ 
kulesvar. 


Ditto 


Meherpur (If 
mile from Ali- 
pore Collector- 
ate) 


Temple of Ra- 
dhhnath. 




The Puranas state that the places sanctified hy the 
fall of the fragments of the body of Sail, cut hy the 
disc of Vishnu, were recognised as Pithcisthans, 
where the spirit of Sati, whioh is no other than 
divine energy, is worshipped along with a Bhairava 
or Siva in the shape of a Lmga. 


[The Lingo, Purdn says that, there are two kinds of 
lingas—-natural and artificial. The pieces of stone 
that are found, on the banks of the Narmada are 
natural ones and are called Fein a Lingas ; and 
those made out of gold, silver, copper, mercury, 
stone, clay, &e., are artificial ones.] 

The Lingam representing the Bhairava Nakulesvar 
of Kalighat is said to he natural and self-begotten 
and occupies a site to the north-east of the shrine of 
Klli. Por a long time Nakulesvar had no temple, 
though his consort, K.41i, was honoured with a 
magnificent shrine surrounded by splendid build¬ 
ings. A little thatched hut was the only thing 
consecrated to Nakulesvar, who had to wait till 
1854, when a Punjabi merchant, named Tara 
Singh, erected the present stone temple. The 
temple is of square form measuring about 25 feet 
on each side, and, unlike others in Bengal, contains 
no wall, but has strong stone pillars over whioh 
stands an arohed roof.. 


The large number of pilgrims that visit the temple 
of the goddess KM invariably make it a point to 
bestow offerings on the Bhairava Nakulesvar. 
Ganges water or milk mixed with bhang, contained 
in little earthen jugs, to he had of the vendors in 
front of the temple, for one pice each, is poured 
over Nakulesvar by the devotees with a view to 
propitiate the god. A large gathering, from 
Calcutta and suburban towns and villages is to be 
seen on the Sivaratra, festival, when great enthusiasm 
is manifested in honour of the sanctity of the place 
and the efficacy of the worship of Siva. Nil Shashthi, 
the day preceding the Charak festival, is the ocoasion 
of attracting a concourse of people, including a large 
number of Hindu ladies, desirous of worshipping 
the Bhairava Nakulesvar. The profits arising from 
the offerings of the pilgrims are appropriated by the 
HaltMra, the priests in charge of the temples of 
Kali and Nakulesvar. The predominant feature 
of the temple of Nakulesvar is the presence of a few 
Sanyasis—Hindu monks, who devote attention to 
the elucidation of the intricacies of Hindu philo¬ 
sophy and the injunctions of the S'astras. 


This is reported to be an ancient Navaratna temple 
of good architecture. It was founded hy one Ram- 
nath Mondle more than a hundred years ago and 
was consecrated hy him to the worship of Radha- 
nath. The temple is reported to stand with its 
surrounding walls on an area of about 6 bighas of 
land and was very picturesque. It is now in a 
ruiuous state. 





































DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present stato of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Is the property of the Haidars 
of Kalighat and is in daily 
use as a temple* 

In good condition ... 

ii h 

Furnished by Pandit Hari- 
Mohan Vidyabhfishan, Orien¬ 
tal Librarian, Asiatic Society 
of Bengal. 

The present owner is Babn 
S'iv Krishna MandaL 

Is no w in a ruinous state 

iii 
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(1) 24-PARGAijfAS 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding tho monument. 


24-Parganas 


Ditto 


Basirhat 


Areadah, thaua 
Baranagar. 


Salic mosque 


Temple 
Burn Siva. 


of 


Is of good architecture and is used as a common 
place of worship by the Muhammadans. It affords 
accommodation for nearly 1,000 people. It is 
called the Salic masjid and is said to have been 
founded by one Allauddin in 1805 A,I), which, 
however, is extremely doubtful. It is situated on 
a piece of land measuring about 3 bighas, sur¬ 
rounded on all sides by pucka walls with a tank 
within the compound. The roof of the building, it 
is reported, consists of 6 domes supported by 2 
stone pillars in the centre. The building was 
repaired by one of the forefathers of Moulvi 
Gholani Hossain and afterwards by subscriptions 
from the Muhammadan community in 1883. 

This temple is situated on the banks of the river 
Hooghly, just over the famous pucka bathing ghat 
named Sibtola at Areadah. The temple is an 
ordinary pnoka room of 10 feet square and 20 feet 
in height, having two doorways, one facing the 
river and the other the burning ghat. It was 
erected by Dcw6n Hara Nath Ghoshal, an in¬ 
fluential man of the Areadah Ghoshal Baj family, 
in the Sanibat year 1764, le. 9 in 1708 AT). 
Over the doorway there is the following inscription, 
bearing the name of the donor who dedicated the 
building to god Siva:— 


YPTft C^iWSI 

w i^y.81 

Sn S'ri god Mabadeva. 

Dedicated by Dewan Hara Nath. Ghoshal in 
Sambat 1764. 

The temple contains the image of god Siva in Linga 
form, whioli is made of black stone, the surface 
being unpolished. This Linga is not of the ordi¬ 
nary character—seen in many temples. Its lower 
part is buried under the earth, the middle is 7 feet 
in circumference, from the centre of which the 
image (of 3 feet circumference and 2 feet in height) 
stands. 

The tradition is that this Linga was brought by a 
Brahman from a jungle some 400 yards from the 
river hank, which is known by the name of 
Delpota. This jungle is about | mile in length 
and | of a mile in breadth and occupies an elevated 
piece of land which is higher than the adjacent 
lands by 10 to 20 feet. The Delpota is said to 
have been a garden of tho famous Yan E6jfi some 
thousand years ago. Its earth is of deep yellow 
colour. Bricks of small size and portions of briok- 
work ruins are visible every where on the Delpota. 































DISTBICT— cotninucd. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Bkmaeks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Is used as a place of worship 

It is stated that it needs repairs 
at present. 

iii 


In custody of a priest. There 
is worship daily. 

In good condition 

ii6 
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(1) 24-PAB9AlSi8 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Residence— 

Dum-Dum 

House. 


Temple of 
Syameundar. 


'Within the centre of the Delpot& there is a pond, 
near which the ruins of a temple can be seen. 
There is no doubt that this temple was at one 
time a famous Dev&laya (temple premises) of a 
very ancient R&ja. „ , , , 

It is believed by the old inhabitants of the place that 
the linga was first found in this temple about 
some 200 years ago. A cow of the Brahman who 
had the Linga removed to the temple of Bora Siva, 
used to go to the jungle every day and return at 
sunset. On being- carefully watched one day, the 
Brahman discovered that his cow was pouring over 
the Linga a quantity of milk. On that very night 
the Brahman was directed in his dream, by god Siva 
to place the Linga in the present site, but bemg 
poor aud unable to pay the cost of a shelter for 
the image, he comunieated the fact to Raya 
Sudharam Ghoshal, who requested his brother, 
Dewan Hara Nath Ghoshal, to erect _ a suitable 
building for the purpose, which he did in the name 
of god Bura Siva. 

It is universally believed by the people that in time of 
scarcity of rain by pouring Ganges water over 
the Lifiga much rain will fall within a short time. ^ 
At the end of every Bengali year i.e. f in Chait 
Sankranti, a great many fakirs and Sanyasis 
invariably come to pay their respects to this god, 
and the gathering at that time of the year causes a 
great sensation amongst the villagers, as some thou¬ 
sands attend. 

This building is of brick, with small windows and 
enormous buttresses. Its lower storey and the 
mound on which it stands are said to be of some 
antiquity. The house is supposed to have been 
built at the time of Aliverdi Khan # and inhabited 
by a Portuguese missionary. The site on which it 
stands still goes by the name P adrihatta Busti. 
Scraj-ud-dowlah, grandson of Aliverdi Khan, when 
visiting his forts at Alipore and Sutinuti resided in 
this house, using it as a shikaryat or shooting-box. 
Lord Olive afterwards added the upper storey, which 
is of the style of architecture usual in Calcutta, laid 
out the garden, and made it his country house. 
There are subterranean rooms under the house, 
which have twice been searched for concealed trea¬ 
sure, but none was found. 

This temple is situated in the village of Khardaha, 
about a mile from Khardaha Station, Eastern 
Bengal State Railway, 24-Pargands. More than 
three hundred and fifty years ago the image 
of the deity S'yamsundar was established by 
Virbhndra Gosvairu of Khardaha, son of Nitya- 
nanda, the great leader of the Vaishnavite sect, who 
was a contemporary of and fellow preacher with 
Chaitanya Dova, the' great reformer of Bengal. The 
present Gosvamis of Khardaha are the descendants of 
Yirbhadra and are of the I5th generation, from him. 








































DISTRICT-—continued. 


Custody or preseat use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remakks. 

. , ...*— +*r ---•;— 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Is occupied as a private resi¬ 
dence. 

In good condition 

Hi 


Tlie Gossain family own it and 
it is daily used as a temple. 

In good condition ... 

j ■: \ 

iii 

Furnished by Pandit Hari 
Mohan Yidyabhushaii, Orien¬ 
tal Librarian, Asiatic Society, 
Bengal. 

See page 108 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 24- 
Pargunas district. 
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(1) 24-PARGAljflS 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


The tradition is that one day Yirbhadra Gosvami 
went on a visit to the Muhamadan Nawab of 
Gaur at his residenoe there, and just in the front 
of the entrance of the palace he beheld a piece 
of stone which had the singular quality of sweat¬ 
ing. He sought possession of it from the Nawab 
and was refused, but that very night the Nawab 
saw a vision in which he was directed to make 
over the stone to the Gosv&tnL In the morning the 
Nawab saw the Gosv&mi, who worked many 
miracles in his presence. When the stone was 
presented to Virbhadra he wrapped it in straw and 
launched it in the river. The stone floated on the 
stream and at length reached the locality named 
Khardaha, At first an image was hewn from 
that stone which, was not to his liking, and so it 
was transferred to Vallabhpur, bearing the name 
of R&dh&vallabh. A second image was^then made, 
which was also not to his liking. This was sent 
to a village named Sibon, east of Khardaha, and 
goes by the name of Nandadulal. Ultimately a 
third image was cut out, the very sight of which 
captivated his heart. This image lie began to 
worship at his home at Khardaha, which was close 
to the tank named SVeta Gang&, near which the 
present temple stands. The remnants of the 
stone cut of which the three images were pre¬ 
pared was placed in the vicinity of a tank, where 
(it is said) it is growing in size yearly under 
the name of Dolkum&tf. It is said that the 

present temple was erected by PattvesSvari M&~ 
gosvami, the wife of the late Hariram Gosvami, 
sixth in descent from Birbhadra. Pattvo^vari 
gosv&mi had a son named L&lvihari Gosv&mi. 
He was made a prisoner by the Nawab, who 
demanded a lakh of rupees for his ransom. As 
Pattvesvari M&-gosv&mi had a large num¬ 
ber of disciples, they gladly raised a l&lrh 
of rupees. The money was sent to the Nawab, 
who, however, changing his mind on account of 
a vision, released L&lvih&ri without taking any 
ransom. Pattvesvarl Ma-gosv&mi wished to refund 
the sum to her disciples, who refusing to take 
back the money they had subscribed, she made 
a proposal for the construction of a temple with 
that amount.. Accordingly the present temple, 
the M&tmandir, and the adjoining kitchen were 
built. The temple is lofty as well as spa¬ 
cious. Among the Vaishnavite idols, the image of 
S'y&msunrlar is a rare specimen of its kind. In 
the temple of Sy&msundar there is a beautiful 
image of Iiadhik& and a Salgrum named Ananta- 
deva, which the great Nity&nanda, the patriarch 
of the Gosv&mia of Khardaha, used to hold on his 
bosom. It has 14 chakras or circles on it. Besides 
these, there are one S'akti called Tripurasundari 
Yantra and a manuscript copy of the S'rxmat 
Bh&gavat, both of which arc said to be the relics 
of Nity&nanda. In honour of thin deity several 
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DISTRICT —contin ued. 


Custody or present ubo. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remasks. 


'tf; 
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(l) 24-PARGA)p.S 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


10 24-Pargands 


Kowg4ohi near Fort ruins 
Syamnagar. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


festivals are held every year, among -which 
R&sa and Phuldola are attended by a large number 
of pilgrims. The daily expenses, including the 
feeding of a number of beggars, are met by the 
Gosv4nu's, and the income of the temple is de¬ 
posited in the shape of Government paper. 

A short distance east of the S'yamnagar station on 
the Eastern Bengal State Railway lie the remains 
of the old mud fort known by the name of Kowgdchi 
Oarh. The fort is about I miles in oircumferenoe 
and surrounded by a deep moat. There are about 
16 peaks on which guns were placed to guard 
against raiders. It is said that the main entrance 
to the fort was so peculiarly constructed, that it 
could not be traced by a stranger without a 
guide, although it was so high, that an elephant 
with howdah could pass through it. 

About 150 years ago the mother of Raja Trilok 
Chind of the Burdwan R4j family, being continu¬ 
ally persecuted by the Bargees or Mdharktta raiders, 
fled here with her infant son and erected this fort 
as a refuge from them. She was at this time 
materially assisted by the Frenoh Government;, and 
it is said that during the marriage of R4ja Trilok 
Ohand, which was celebrated with great pomp, 
the Frenoh Government helped him with soldiers 
lest any disturbance should occur. The fort, how¬ 
ever, was abandoned after a short time in conse¬ 
quence of the accidental death of a .Brahman cook 
by the fall of a beam from the roof of a room. It 
has now passed out of the hands of the Rajas of 
Burdwan and belongs to the Tagore family of 
Calcutta. The building materials have since been 
made over free to the Railway Company for the 
construction of the line and the Railway station 
there, by the present proprietors. 
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Calcutta 


Calcutta (Arme¬ 
nian Street). 


Church— 
Armenian 
Church of 
Saint Naza¬ 
reth. 


The Armenians appear to have established them¬ 
selves in Caloutta prior to the days of Job Oharnook, 
as there is an old tombstone in their present 
churchyard in the Armenian language, recording 
the fact that a certain lady named Rezabeebeh, 
the wife of the late charitable Sookeas, departed 
this world to life eternal on tho 21st day of Nakha 
in the year 15 of the new era of Julpha, which cor¬ 
responds with the 11th of July 1630 A. D. When 
Job Chamock established himself here in 1690 the 
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Calcutta ... 

Caloutta (Mission 
Eow). 

Churoh— 
English Old (oi 
Mission) 
Chnroh. 

Armenians at Chinsurah were specially invited to 
come to the new settlement at Calcutta, and 
several must have availed themselves of the 
invitation, as it is on record that in 1690 a small 
chapel of timber was erected for their use by the 
Hon’ble East India Company, in accordance with 
the terras of an agreement dated 22nd June 1688, 
which ran aB follows:— 

“ Whenever forty or more of the Armenian nation 
shall become inhabitants of any garrison cities, 
or towns belonging to the company in the East 
Indies, the said Armenians shall not only enjoy 
the free use and exercise of their religion, but there 
shall also be allotted to them a parcel of ground 
to erect a church thereon for worship and service 
of God in their own way. And that we also will 
at our own okarge, cause a convenient church to be 
built of timber, which afterwards the said Arme¬ 
nians may alter and build with stone or other solid 
materials to their own good liking. And the said 
Governor and Company will also allow fifty pounds 
per annum, during the space of seven years, for 
the maintenance of such priest or minister as they 
shall choose to officiate therein. Given under the 
Company’s larger seal, June 22nd 1688.” 

This chapel stood about 100 yards to the south of 
the present church of St. Nazareth, and the site of 
the present church was then used by the Armenians 
as a burying-ground. 

In consequence of the increase in the Armenian 
community this chapel became too small, and the 
present church was ereoted in 1724 by voluntary 
subscriptions raised amongst the flourishing 
community under the auspices of Aga Nazar. 
In commemoration of the great zeal manifested 
by bim in this matter, the ohuroh was called 
St. Nazareth. The architect was a man named 
Gavona (Leon) an Armenian, who was brought out 
from Persia iu consequence of the total absence of 
skilful architects in Caloutta in those days. The 
steeple was added in 1734 by Aga Manuel Hazar- 
nmll, who lies buried under the steeple, and the 
inscription on whose tombstone is very pathetic. 
In 1763 the church was repaired and embellished 
at the expense of the famous Aga Petrus Aratoon, 
who died in 1778 and was buried inside the Church. 
In 1790 it was again considerably improved by 
the late Aga Catchick Axackel, an eminent Arme¬ 
nian merchant of Calcutta, who presented the dock, 
erected houses for the clergy and built the sur¬ 
rounding walls. Aga Catchick Arackel, died on 
the 25th July 1790, and was likewise buried inside 
the ohurch. There is inside the church a black 
mural tablet to his memory, erected by the grateful 
Armenian community of Calcutta. 

On September 29th, in the year 1758, driven from 
South India by the French occupation of Cnddalore, 
there came to Calcutta a Swedish Missionary of 
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In the custody of the Vestry 
Committee of the Church. 
Used as a Church. 


In excellent condition 
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Furnished by Rev. H. Gould- 
smith, m.a., Incumbent of 
the Church. 
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the S. P. 0. K., called John Zekeriah Kiernander. 
H© was no novice in India, having already worked 
in the Madras Presidency for 18 years. 

The English had no Church of their own in Calcutta 
in those days—the Old Church near the Port 
(St. Anne’s) having perished in the devastations by 
the Muhammadans. Two Chaplains, however, 
conducted services for the English in the Roman 
Catholic Church in Moorghihatta, which had not at 
that time been restored to the Portuguese. There 
was no English Bishop till 56 years later. It was 
under these circumstances that Kiernander— 
certainly with no small intrepidity—opened his 
Mission, beginning with a school to which Native 
and European boys were alike invited to come. 

In 1767, Kieraander conceived the plan of building 
a permanent Church ; and in the month of May of 
that year the foundation of the Old or Mission 
Church was laid. Beth Tephillah (the House of 
Prayer), as Kiernander called it, was completed 
three years afterwards, and dedicated on the fourth 
Sunday of Advent, 1770. The building cost 
Rs. 60,000, for very nearly the whole of which sum 
Kiernander himself was responsible, the S. P. C. 
K. being unable to do more than pay his modest 
stipend. 

The original Church, as Kiernander built it, appears 
to have been a plain oblong building, extending 
from the present west porch to the beginning of 
the semi-eirctilar Chancel in the east. Four 
years later the Mission-room adjoining the Church 
was built with money realized by the sale of jewels 
bequeathed by Kieraanderis wife. The upper flat 
was added in 1801. For seventeen years after 
the opening of the Church, Kiernander carried on 
his useful work, witnessing for God and the Mission 
cause. 

In 1787 an event occurred which nearly put an end 
to the history of the Mission Church as a House 
of Prayer. Kiernander, perhaps through his own 
fault, perhaps owing more to misfortune than fault, 
and certainly owing largely to his extreme libera¬ 
lity, fell into debt. His effects were seized, and 
his creditors claiming the Church as his personal 
property, the Sheriff of Calcutta affixed his seal to 
its doors. Thus it seemed as if the place which 
had been hallowed by prayer and the Word of 
God for so many years, was likely to be bought 
up and secularised as a warehouse or office. At 
this moment of danger Mr. Charles Grant, a 
noble Christian gentleman and distinguished 
servant of the East India Company, came forward 
and paid down the sum claimed by the creditors 
(Bis. 10,000), and restored the building to the 
service of religion. Mr. Grant and Mr. William 
Chambers, another Christian layman, formed them¬ 
selves into a Committee of management, and held 
the Mission property in trust for the S. P. 0. K. 
After this event Mr. Kiernander, who was then 77, 
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retired to Obinsura, and the services of the 
Church were generously undertaken in addition 
to his other duties by the Rev. David Brown , a holy 
and humble-hearted Government Chaplain, and 
afterwards the Provost of the E L Company’s 
College. 

The Church, through God’s goodness, continued to 
prosper, and the congregation so increased, that 
it was thought needful to enlarge it. Accordingly, 
in 1793, the semi-circular Chancel at the east end 
was built. Mr. Ehernander, then aged 84, came 
from his retirement at Chinsura to dedicate it, and 
celebrated the Holy Communion on the occasion. 

When the Mission Church of Calcutta first devolved 
to the care of David Brown as the Beth Tephillah 
of the aged Zekeriah Kiernander, it was in a very 
different style from that in which he left it. In 
1787 it was a clumsy unplastered brick edifice, of 
small dimensions and choked up with old houses, 
and from being of a reddish colour, had the 
appellation given it by the natives, of the Bed 
Church (Lai Girja). This name has continued 
even after its walls were made light stone colour. 
Within, it was exceedingly uncouth: with a brick 
pulpit built against a wall, and its aisle, rough 
uncovered tiling. A few rude benches and pews 
of unpainted plank formed the general seats, with 
a small number of chairs, without pews, for the 
gentry, and it was calculated to hold only about 
two hundred people. Yet it was strongly built 
of good masonry and lofty, and appeared worthy 
of being made attractive to a much larger assembly. 

Encouraged and assisted by the fine taste and 
scientific abilities of his respected friend, Mr. Wifi. 
Chambers, Mr. Brown w'as not long in making a 
beginning to enlarge and improve the building. 
The inner east wall which then divided the 
Chancel was removed, and some beautiful highly- 
finished Corinthian pillars were substituted to 
support the roof or break the ill-proportioned 
length. But the increasing congregation soon 
required the space these pillars occupied. They 
were first decreased in number and then reluotantly 
removed altogether, and other means of preserving 
the proportion, as well as enlarging the space, were 
resorted to by extensive bows thrown out in the 
centre, and galleries erected at the extremities. It 
was also gradually fitted up in a manner suitable to 
the climate: abundantly lighted, supplied with an 
excellent organ, and with handsome pulpit and 
desks to correspond with the general neatness of 
the whole effect. At times when the Presidency 
Church was closed for repairs, the Governor- 
General and suite with, the whole congregation, 
gladly availed themselves of the Mission Ohuroh, 
kept open solely by Mr. Brown’s fostering atten¬ 
tions. 
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And here, Britain’s Wellington has suffered the 
graceful tear stealing from the heart to adorn his 
manly cheek : on being reminded from the pulpit 
that it was “ God who oovorod his head in the day 
of battle.” (Pa. cxl. 7.) 

Through the influence of David Brown, Government 
undertook to supply the Mission Church with 
Chaplains, and made the first appointment in 1808, 
■when the Rev. T. T. Thomason was given charge 
of the Church. This was four years before the 
death of David Brown, so that for the first four 
years of Thomason’s ministry in the Old Church, 
he had the valuable assistance of the faithful David 

Mr. Thomason’s labours were so favourably received, 
that before the lapse of six months it was found 
expedient to enlarge the Church, and the large 
south portion of the Churoh .was built. 

In October 1813 the Earl of Moira arrived as the 
new Governor-General. He often attended the 
Mission Church, notwithstanding its unfashionable 
character, and appointed Mr. Thomason to perform 
stated services at Barrackpore. The Earl chose 
Mr. Thomason also to accompany him as Chaplain 
in a journey of State through the provinces. He 
also granted permission to have the labours of his 
assistant, Mr. Robertson, made permanent. 

In May 1815 Mr. Thomason received a warm welcome 
on re-joining his flock after his tour with the Go¬ 
vernor. At the close of the preceding year the first 
Bishop of Calcutta, Bishop Middleton had arrived : 
Mr. Thomason took an early opportunity of asking 
the Bishop to oonsecrate his Church. Previous to 
this, as there had been no Bishop, the Church had 
only been dedicated to God’s service by its founder. 
The Bishop, however, refused to consecrate the 
Church on the ground that the patronage was vested 
in individuals and not in the East India Company. 
Mr. Thomason, amongst many other valuable works, 
founded the Female Orphan Institution for female 
orphau 8 of European soldiers. 

From this time up to the year 1869 Government 
continued to supply the Church with senior and 
junior Chaplains, foremost among whom was the 
Rev. Thomas Dealtry, for a time Archdeacon of 
Calcutta and afterwards Bishop of Madras. 

In 1869 negotiations were made by the Trustees of 
the Church with the Churoh Missionary Society to 
supply the ministry of the Church, and from that 
time the 0. M. S. has appointed ministers to the 
Church. 

The Revd. E. C. Stuart, afterwards Bishop of 
Waiapu, a 0. M. S. Missionary, took charge until 
the arrival of the Rev. Joseph Welland. 

The only structural change since the addition of the 
south portion of the Church in 1809 is the new 
Chancel at the north whioh was dedicated by Bishop 
Johnson on April 80th, 1892. 
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The Church of St. John, in the city of Calcutta, is 
the Original Parish Church of the whole Presidency 
of Bengal. The first stone of the present building 
was laid on the 6th April 1784, and it was conse¬ 
crated on the 24th of June 1787, and is the sixth 
edifice in succession that has, since the time when 
Hooghly was the Company’s capital in “The Bay 
of Bengal,” held the rank of sole Presidency 
Church. 


The traditions of the Parish, together with a growing 
series of Parish Registers and other records (com¬ 
mencing 1713), have been handed down to the 
present time through a line ol 38 incumbents of 
the senior and 38 of the junior chaplaincy (not 
reckoning officiating appointments) from the first 
Bengal chaplain who came out in the reign of King 
Charles II. 


1. The earliest in the succession of presidency 
ohurohes was the Factory Chapel at Hooghly, to 
which allusion is found as early as 1679. 


2. The next was some “decent and convenient 
place” devoted to divine worship within the ori¬ 
ginal Port William, of which nothing is yet 
known ; hut where the chaplains ministered until 
the consecration of St. Anne’s. 


3. The third was the small hut beautiful church 
of St. Anne, built by publio subscription, and con¬ 
secrated, by commission of the Bishop of London, 
on the 5th of June 1709. It occupied a site now 
covered by the west end of Writers’ Buildings. 
Its beautiful steeple was blown down in the cyclone 
of 1737. This chiu-ch itself was destroyed in 1756 
in the sack of Calcutta. 


4. The fourth was the old Portuguese Church 
seized for Anglican use on the recovery of Cal¬ 
cutta, but restored in 1760 to the Portuguese. 


5. The fifth was St. John’s Chapel built within 
the ruined Fort William, which continued to be 
the presidency church, from June or July 1760, to 
the oonseoration of the present building. 


6. The latest of the series, the present noble 
Basilica, was, like St. Anne’s, built by public 
subscription. It cost Re. 1,84,136-14-11, and was 
consecrated on St. John-the-Baptist’s day, 1787, 
by commission of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Governors-General Warren Hastings and_ Lord 
Cornwallis each took an active interest in its 
building; and Lord Minto, in its improvement, in 
1811. In 1814, the 2nd of December, Bishop 
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Historical note furnished by 
Rev. H. B. Hyde, m.a., 
Seuior Chaplain of St.John’s 
Chinch, Calcutta. 
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Middleton was inducted within its walls into posses¬ 
sion of the See of Caloutta as its first occupant. 
St. John’s then, as being the chief Church of 
the Presidency, became the Cathedral of the 
Diocese until St. Paul’s was consecrated in 1847. 
Here five Bishops were enthroned, and two of 
them buried. The chair in which they were all 
enthroned is preserved in the Church, and within 
the walls hang the funeral hatchments of four 
of them. 

St. John’s is a comprehensive monument of the 
history of the British in Bengal. Within or 
without her walls are memorials of an illustrious 
line of Indian worthies, beginning with the Mauso¬ 
leum of the Father of Calcutta himself. Every 
generation is visibly represented in some manner 
or another. Among the earlier tombs and memo¬ 
rials are those of Job Charnook (1693), the Founder 
of Calcutta, Surgeon William Hamilton (1717), 
the Author of her commercial prosperity, and 
Vice-Admiral Charles Watson (1757), her Liber¬ 
ator from Muhammadan oooupation. 

The Church is an imposing edifice in a Greek style, 
but with a steeple; this latter is the only stone 
building in Calcutta. Within the church are several 
paintings and pieoes of marble sculpture of great 
merit. Among these are Zoffany’s famous altar- 
piece and two monuments of remarkable beauty to 
Lieutenant-Colonel James Achilles Kirkpatrick 
(1805) and Alexander Colvin (1818). 

The area of the Parish, which originally embraced 
the whole Presidency of Bengal, has been 
retrenched by successive enaotments, until in 1869 
its present limits were assigned. These practically 
make the Parish to be now but the strip extending 
through the middle of the town, between Esplanade 
and Hare Street, and the roads extending east¬ 
wards from them as far as Wellington Square. 

The Parish is the only one in Bengal constituted 
legally after the English model; its ancient select 
vestry of chaplains and ohuroh wardens having been 
re-organized, as at present, by the Governor- 
General in Council in 1835. This seleot vestry has 
perpetual legal succession, and forms a body of 
trustees of many charitable endowments and gov¬ 
ernors of the Free School. 

The Churchyard and its Monuments. 

Tho whole compound east of the Ohuroh was once 
the Company’s gunpowder magazine yard, and was 
divided from the old cemetery of Calcutta, within 
which St. John’s Church now stands, by a wall and 
a deep ditch. All west of the east portico is the 
cemetery, once probably as crowded with huge 
masonry tombs as the Park Street cemeteries are 
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now. Writing in 1803 Asiaticus says: u Before 
the commencement of the year 1802, ^ the tombs 
in the cemetery of Calcutta had fallen into a state 
of irreparable decay, and to prevent any dangerous 
accidents which the tottering ruins threatened to 
such as approached them, it was deemed necessary 
to pull down most of them. The stone and marble 
tablets were carefully cleared from the rubbish, 
and laid against the wall of the cemetery, where 
they now stand.” On this passage Mrs. Emma 
Roberts, writing circa 1830, thus comments:— 
4 ‘ This act of desecration, the work of the reverend 

S entlemail at the head of clerical affairs” [the 
Reverend David Brown] “ gave great umbrage to 
the Christian population of Calcutta, who . . . . 

became exceedingly incensed at the root-and-branch 
work considered expedient to level the churchyard 
and get rid of all its inoumbrances.” The inscribed 
slabs no longer incline against, the churchyard 
wall, but imbedded in cement, form a paved terrace 
around the foot of the Charnock Mausoleum. The 
few tombs left undismantled in 1802, with certain 
others of later date, are included in the list of monu¬ 
ments of historical interest maintained in repair by 
Government, and to facilitate access to them a 
system of paths has been laid out. These paths, 
well shaded by trees throughout their whole 
length, start from the west porch of the Church 
and lead first to a row of four low table menu- 
ments, all alike, which mark the graves of a 
Bishop and of three Justices of the late Supreme 
Court. The armorial hatchments of these digni¬ 
taries are to be seen within the Church. Thence, 
skirting the western railing, the next tomb 
reached is a massive masonry structure surmounted 
by an obelisk. This is to the memory of a Mrs. 
Eleanor Winwood, who died in 1766. The 
epitaph is of interest, as being the only one now 
remaining in the churchyard, containing a prayer for 
the soul of the deceased. A short distance north of 
this tomb is one of enormous solid bulk with a 
pyramid above it to a Mrs. Elizabeth Reed and 
her infant son, who both, died in 1767. Through 
some confusion of dates the child’s birth stands 
recorded as having taken place some days later 
than the decease of his unfortunate young mother. 
Turning round after inspecting this epitaph, the 
visitor cannot fail to be struck with the delightful 
charm of the scene before him. The stone steeple 
of the venerable Church reveals its entire height, 
while between the trees, across a wide expanse of 
mnidan, the elegant colonnades that surround the 
sacred edifice mingle with those of the Rohilla 
cenotaph into a picture of beauty, which painters 
and photographers have alike hitherto neglected. 
The next monument is that to the glorious Admiral 
Watson, who died in 1757 within two months 
after he bad rescued Calcutta from the Nawab’s 
army. After this is a very graceful Corinthian 
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structure in the form of a shrine which contains 
the long and curious epitaph to the memory ot 
the “Begum Johnson/ 5 who died in 1812, “the 
oldest British resident in Bengal 55 

Hence tho path turns eastward and is again under 
the shade of trees up to the great Ghanioek 
Mausoleum, perhaps the oldest structure of any 
kind now existing in Calcutta. This is a domed 
edifice of two stages, which originally fronted 
the principal gateway of the cemetery. It is 
likely that it contained, when first erected, two 
table monuments side by side, whose covering 
slabs of black stone now fill up one of the western 
arches of the chamber. These record in beauti- 
fully cut, raised letters, ttio decease of tlie Father 
of Calcutta, Job Charnock, in 1692-93, and of 
bis daughters Mary in 1696- 7, and Catherine m 
1700-1. On either hand of these slabs are now 
preserved the epitaphs from the tombs of Mrs. 
Martha Eyles, 1748, and of the famous Surgeon 
William Hamilton, 1717, to whose influence with 
the Court of Delhi, patriotically exerted, English 
interests in India owe so much. This slab was dis¬ 
covered in January 1786, in laying the foundation 
of the ohurch tower. Outside the mausoleum lie 
the ancient inscribed- stones already mentioned, 
thirty in number. The whole of their inscriptions 
with one exception are in raised lettering, and 
their dates range from 1693 to 1766. Many of 
the names are read with interest by lovers ot the 
history and antiquities of the Calcutta I actory. 

In November 1892 the mausoleum of Job Char¬ 
nock, then under repair, was examined with a 
view to ascertaining tho existence of a vault within 
it: no vault was found, but a portion of the 
bones of the Father of Calcutta was unintention¬ 
ally exposed after 200 years’ sepulture. The 
remains wore not disturbed, hut were covered in 
again lit in spe beatm nmrrectionis ad L hr nil Judim 
Adventnm obdormirent, as the epitaph says. 

From the mausoleum going south is reaohed the 
small tomb of gallant young William Speke, who 
at the age of 18 “lost his leg and life on board 
his father’s ship Kent in 1767. West of tins is 
the elegant temple of twelve pillars raised, says 
the authoress already quoted, “to the memory 
of the same number” [which she reckoned as 
fourteen] “of British officers who fell under 
General Abercrombie” [in 1796] “in a dreadful 
conflict with the Eohilh.s. . . - An obelisk is raised 
upon the spot where these devoted soldiers tell 
<U\, at Betura, now Fatehjang west, near Bareli). 
This cenotaph was designed perhaps to contain a 
military trophy, for which a platform seems to 
have been prepared. There was no inscription 
until May 1895, when that at present existing was 

added by the Bengal Government. 
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Greek Church 
of the Trans¬ 
figuration of 
Our Blessed 
Redeemer on 
Mount Tabor. 


A List of the Oil Paintings. 

1. John Zoffany’s great Altar Piece of the Last 
Supper, painted 1787. 

2. Small Altar Piece of the orucifixion on a 
gold ground. 

3. Portrait of the Bevd. John Evans, Chaplain, 
1678 to 1692, afterwards Bishop of Meath. 

4. Portrait of the Bevd. John Owen, Chaplain, 
1788 to 1794. 

5. Portrait of Charles Weston, sometime Vestry 
Clerk, Benefactor of the Parish, died December 
25, 1809, aged 77. 

6. Portrait of the Bevd. William Johnson, Chap¬ 
lain, 1771 to 1788, during whose inoumbenoy the 
present Church was built. 

7. Portrait of the Bevd. Paul Limrick, Chaplain, 
1797 to 1810. 

8. Portrait of the Bevd. James Ward, D.D., Chap¬ 
lain, 1809 to 1815. 

9. A view of St. John’s Church copied from an 
old drawing made circa 1820. 

A List of the Funeral Hatchments. 

Above the South gallery. 

The first four Bishops of Calcutta, viz:— 

1. Thomas-Fanshawe Middleton, DD.,dieA 1822* 

2. BeginaldHebi r. D.D., d.ed 1826. 

3. John Thomas James, D.D., died 1828. 

4. John-Matthiab Turner, D.D., died 1831.f 

Above the North gallery. 

Three Justices of the late Supreme Court of Judi¬ 
cature, Bengal, viz.:— 

5. Sir Bobert-Hknry Blosset, Knight, Lord- 
Chief-Justioe, died, 1823.t 

6. Sir Christopher Puller, Knight, Lord- 
Chief'Justice, di d 1824.t 

7. Sir Bknjamin-Hraxh Malkin, Knight, died 
1837 .t 

After the return of Hadjeo Alexias Argyree from 
the voyage on whioh he sailed in 1770 as interpre¬ 
ter, when he and Captain Thornhill were proceeding 
to Mocha and Jedda, he purchased a small house 
near the Portuguese Church, Caloutta, where Divine 
servioe was periorraed for the Greek settlers. This 
was in 1772. Mr. Argyree died at Dacca on the 
25th of August 1777, but his estate and his surviv¬ 
ing family contributed to the purchase of the ground 
and the erection of the buildings, which cost together 
about Rs. 30,000. The foundation of the church 
was laid in Juno 1780 and it was consecrated on 
the 6th of August 1781, and dedicated to tho 
Transfiguration of Our Blessed Redeemer on Mount 
Tabor. In the churoh is a sanctorum. The tlrari- 
bule and ohandeliers are of silver and made after 
the Jewish fashion. The Greek Society at Caloutta 
is called “ The Orthodox Brotherhood of Greeks in 
Calcutta.” 


Buried in front 
Tomb in Si. 
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DISTRICT -continued. 


( 81 ) 


Custody or present use* 


* Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


In the custody of wardens. Used 
as a church. 


In excellent condition 


ib 


of the Altar. 

John’s Churchyard 


Remarks. 
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(2) CALCUTTA 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Calcutta 


Calcutta (Portu¬ 
guese Church 
.Street). 


Chinch— 
Homan Catho¬ 
lic Cathedral 
of the Virgin 
Mary of 
Rosary. 


Ditto 


Calcutta (north 
side of the com¬ 
pound of the 
General Post 
Office). 


Fort—Remains 
of Old Fort 
William. 


The original structure was a temporary chapel 
of mats and straw erected shortly after Job 
Charnock’s settlement, on ground that had 
been allotted to the Portuguese by the English 
Government for the exercise of Divine wor¬ 
ship. The eongregration quickly increased, and 
before the year 1700 A.D., a brick chapel was 
erected at the expense of Mrs. Margaret Tench. 
This chapel was much enlarged in 1720, at the 
expense of Mrs. Sebastiana. Shau. The tombstones 
to the memory of these benefactresses are to be seen 
at the present day at each side of the high altar of 
the present Cathedral. This chapel suffered in the 
sack of Calcutta in 1756, and its records were des¬ 
troyed. It was seized for Anglican use on the 
recovery of Calcutta, but was restored to the Portu¬ 
guese in 1760. As the Portuguese community had 
increased, it was determined in the year 1790 to 
throw down this chapel and build a more spacious 
one in. the modern style. The two brothers Baret- 
to stepped forward and showed the same zeal as Mr. 
Gomes de Soto, Mrs. Tench, and Mrs. Shau had 
done for the old. The first stone of the present 
building was laid on the 12th of March 1797, and on 
the 27th of November 1799, it was consecrated and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary of Rosary. The 
architect was Mr. Thomas Syars Driver who, 
died on the 6th of December 1797, before its 
completion. The total cost was Rs. 90,000, and 
when the subscriptions closed all deficiencies were 
made up by the two Baretto brothers. 

These remains consist of a double arcade which 
formed a part of the south side of the fort, and 
a jutting out wall, which is what remains of the 
south curtain. The following remarks relating 
to them are from the pen of Dr. Busteed, late 
Master of the Calcutta Mint : — 

“What the inner construction of the fort was may 
be guessed at by any one entering a gate to the 
north of the Post Offioe and walking down, after a 
turn to his left, towards the river; on his right ho 
will see what, at first glance seems to be a double 
row of arches supported on short, powerful, and 
shapely columns, and facing him a portion of a 
broken wall, on which, and apparently on some of 
the arches, stands a house, now, I believe, occupied 
by the Post Master. _ 

Until lately the jutting out wall showed its rugged 
fracture, but recently this end has been squared off 
with new bricks, and it, as well as the little 
columns and arches near, have been plastered over, 
thus concealing the small, neat, original brick-work. 
The wall is what remains of the southern curtain 
of the fort: it is about nine feet thick. The arches 
and columns constitute the ‘ piazza ’ of the old des¬ 
criptions. They are still in perfect preservation ; 
the arches are about ten feet wide, the columns 
about four feet in diameter. There are about a 

dozen of the arches remaining. 

******* 1 
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DISTRICT— continued . 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

6 

7 

8 


Remarks. 


In the custody of churchwardens. 
Used as a church. 


In excellent condition 


In the custody of the Postal 
Department. 


In good condition 


i b 


i a and ii a 


See pages 46-7 of Messrs. 
Newman and Co/s Hand-book 
of Calcutta,, edition of 1892. 
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(2) CALCUTTA 


No. 


District, 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


17 


Calcutta 


Calcutta (maidan) 








%ALw£w\ 




Fort— 

Fort William 
(new) 


Fort William was commenced by Lord Olive imme¬ 
diately after the battle of Plassey in 1757, and 
was completed about 1773, at a cost of two millions 
sterling. The fort mounts about 600 guns of 
various calibres. Within it are several buildings 
for various purposes, and among them the two 
which are detailed below on account of the historical 
associations connected with them. 


1. The Governor-General’s residence, now used as 
the Regimental Institute. There are no records to 
show when it ceased to be the Governor-GeneraFs 
residence or for how many years it was occupied by 
Warren Hastings, if at all. It is shown in the 
return of buildings as having been constructed 
in 1779, and this date is practically one or two 
years previous to that of most of the original 
buildings in Fort William. The house is a rec¬ 
tangular double-storied building, 99 feet long by 
90 broad, with a small court-yard of servants 5 
quarters at the back. The building is of brick, in 
lime lime-plastered. The lower storey has a vaulted 
ceiling, supported on pillars, the span of the arches 


being generally either 6 or 8| feet. The upper 


storey contains three large rooms, with smaller rooms 
at the back. It has a terraced roof supported on 
wooden beams. The whole building is in good 
condition, and has had apparently undergone few 
structural alterations. About 40 years ago the late 
King of Oudh occupied it for three years before he 
went to the Palace in Garden Reach. Since then, it 
has been a garrison or Regimental Institute, being 
called the“Outram Institute. 55 


2. The Granary is now used as a store for the 
Military Works Department. Above it is the 
Military prison which was built in 1871-72. The 
original building, is 90f feet broad by 127 feet 
long, and is about 25 feet high. It has a vaulted 
roof on cross walls, there being eight hays of twelve 
spans. Each cross wall has .four arched openings 
of 12 feet span. It is built of brick in lime 
and the external walls are 5 feet 3 inches thick. 
The external walls have been cement plastered com¬ 
paratively recently. After the construction of the 
Military prison, it was found necessary to strengthen 
the bay at the south-west end by tie rods and 
building up a cross-wall to support the arch. On 
the front of the building is a black stone slab 
3 feet long by 20 inches high, with the following 
inscription 


“This building contains 51,258 maunds of rice and 
20,023J maunds of paddy, which were deposited 
by order of the Governor-General and Council 
under the inspection and charge of John Belli, Agent 
for providing victualling stores to this garrison in 
the months of March, April, and May 1782. 55 























































mmtlVV-coniinued. 

. . . .. . —--;-- -- --- - -A-.. . 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In the custody of the Military 
authorities and in use as a 
fort. 

In good condition ... 

ia & ii a 


In the custody of the Military 
authorities and in use as a 
Regimental Institute. 

Ditto 

ia & ii a 


In the custody of the Military 
authorities and in use for the 
purposes specified. 

Ditto 

i a & ii# 
























































(2) CALCUTTA 


No, 


District. 


18 


Calcutta ,.. 


19 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Calcutta (Ooloo- 
tollah Street). 


Hafiz H&tim’s 
mosque. 


Ditto 


Calcutta (Dhar- 
ramtala Street). 


Tipu Sultan’s 
mosque. 


H»yO SjyS>M> A-Sp ""*' 0 yjA. 

* j f V. • Ax.*® 

Translation. 

God is Most High. 

Since the ereotion of this masjid was laudable, 
Built as it was in an attractive style and lofty 
structure. 

Ali bored the pearl of its date without difficulty * l 
(**)■; 

May God reward thee with good in both worlds. * 2 
1270H. (1853 A.D.). 


1 Also means without di and a. 

* The letters of this line form 1270 after casting out the 
letters sJ and a as directed in the previous line. 


Right-hand tablet of doorway. 

c*A»j hS &**l*ftH p* 

Ul jto!] U> 

9 r f U 3 aj 

Left-hand tablet . 

c£^»| ^4-A j4te*^xU> J.*i AjT Ocp"** 

3} A ^>0 <Xj1A. ^ ci>; (*$h lx? ^ 

* cjt J 1 ^ tr** ji Ai } \ a5" 

6000 the middle arch . 


1x3 ? jilix a**#?* 

f4 


& ^ 


Lfl3 1 




U<J i? k 


il (*'* 3 I j# 

V J l * > Jy ^ 


jjSiA* (jtjib’ tylklw | 
Jjji jii io*j *r a»*s^ *j 


cHl 


iy]jl cri ' 0 f-pj 
^.SVl All I ,Jj*f 


[l r #A] 







































DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Kemahks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 


In good order 

iii 

Furnislied by Surgn.-Lt.-Ool. 
Gr. S. A. Banking, m.d., 
Secretary to the Board of 
Examiners. 
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(2) CALCUTTA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Translation . 

Bight-hand tablet of doorway . 

Grieve not with the sorrow of the world, for it is 
vain. 

No one in the world experiences comfort. 

If thou livest till the Judgment day, at last 
comes annihilation. 

And if thou shinest as the Sun, at last comes 
annihilation. 

Look not upon the riches of the world, make not 
thyself sorrowful. 

One day rich, the next day poor, at last comes 
annihilation. 

Completed 92 . n 


Left-hand tablet of doorway . 

The masjid, which is the resting-place of the 
faithful. 

If thou eeekest the faith, this is the very place. 

Oil worshipper ! come and purify thyself. 

Build the house of thy faith. 

On the day of resurrection which will melt the 
soul. 

The first question will be, “Did’st thou pray?” 


Above the middle arch , 

(Upon a tablet ofer the door of entrance to the masjid,) 

The son of Sultan Tlpfi, deceased. 

Muhammad by name, and praised indeed. * 2 

Not Muhammad himself, but his servant from 
the heart, 

A follower of his religion with sincerity and purity, 

Built this pure dwelling-place. 

For praise, and prayer, and thanksgiving and 
blessing. 

In its use like the Qibla of Isldm (the Kaaba of 
Mecca). 

In its glory like the Masjidi Aqsd (the temple of 
Jerusalem). 

The Angel Gabriel said, as a date for that building. 

By way of its completion and as a blessing. 

May God keep thee safe as the temple of 
J erusalemu 

By the blessing of the Apostle of Truth, and his 
family. * 3 

1258H. (AD. 1842). 


1 The meaning of these figures is not evident. 

3 The word Mu hammad means “praised.” 

8 The letters of this line come only to 1253H. (1837 A.D.) 
unless Jt? be written J|<*j when it tallies with the en¬ 
graved date. 
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DISTRICT— continued „ 



Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 
































(2) CALCUTTA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


20 


Calcutta ... 


21 


Ditto 


Caloutta (Lower 
Chitpur Road). 


Nakhod&s (or 
Haji Zakari- 
ya’s) mosque. 


Ditto (ditto) 


Senduryapatti 

mosque. 


* | 

* ^=^1 i Svi-y Jy I J 0 

* jar* i r vf 

J15 wy La ooc—« ih H.A » lirtiy C> 'A <J.AJ tii 

tLa.j AXJ'xc ( lo. * 

* is& A ' r v,e 
* " 

Translation. 


In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compas¬ 
sionate. 

God said—“Turn then thy face towards the 
Holy Temple.” 


I274H. (1857 A.D.). 


Sinoe by the aid of the Creator of the two worlds. 
This auspicious masjid was built. 

For the date of its building, the angel said 
A special plaoe of worship in glory and majesty, 




Engraved by Qurbdn Ahmad 1274H. (1857 A.D.). 

l The letters of this line come to 1274H. (1857 A.D.). 


Above the middle arch. 

* - 

* &U| 2 

Translation, 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 
There is no God hut God; Muhammad is the Apostle 
of God. 

Not®.— This mosqtto was built by Maulavl Jamdlu-d-dln Khaltfa of 
Saiyyid A^mad Ghttei of Rai Bareli. 

There is no date. 
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DISTBICT— 


Ditto 


Outsody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
Conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remabks. 

6 

!« rrrr^rrrrrrrr^f?;*: — -T—--—r---~- 

7 

1 

8 

9 

••e♦•f 

In good order 

iii 

Furnished by Surgn-Lt.-Ool, 
C. S. A. Ranking, m.b., 
Secretary to the Board of 
Examiners. 

! 
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ixb 


Ditto 


ditto. 


H 2 






















































( 2 ) CALCUTTA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


4 


22 I Caloutta 


23 


Calcutta (Nim- 
tal&). 


Ditto 


Calcutta (6, Rut 
ton Siroar’s 
Lane). 


Mosque 


Ahl-i-Hadi’s 

mosque. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Above the doorway. 


*> 

l 

7 * 

,4 


JlTAJJj 


^ tp” 


aXJ( 


> &U|Sf| al| 51 


oy«j J»j*- (3-^ ** 

s^s&i 

ijl j**** K>k 

<w4F* I!'.VS ^ 


i(j¥ "cfif If?**** 1 •*+?*) y 




% 

iv 


Translation. 

God is Meroiful. 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate: 
God is Sufficient. 

There is no God but God, Muhammad is the Apostle 
of God. 

Yerily, He is the Clement, the Merciful. 

Do not despair of the mercy of God.* 1 Yerily, God 
pardoneth all sins. 

Na‘mat who possessed a good nature and excellent 
qualities. , 

Having left this abode of dust and turned his face 
towards the everlasting world. 

I sought from Wisdom the date of his death, she 
answered— 

May his resurrection be with the family of Haidar- 
i-fearrar.* 2 

1 Qur<Cn XXXIX, 54 . 

2 * AH. The value of these letters comes to 1199H. (1784 A.D.). 

Left-hand side of the doorway . 






S|# hf| J G 


ej AlJ | y* w® 


L'a***1 i_ J.A) ot ft 1 2| gml 5) 

L^Ubt J> L3, jl\ fjcji V| Jiyq 

<u£kJ I Sj *** 

Ijjojli 1 . oy U^| Ufa?) yjj lj » }**> } 

Xj** yjo uflJt, &i UilJj jy &lMt i s !ya ‘ O* 
gAac^l J SjJUtJl C#J I >-D| 

,Vj 5liA3 rp y*i (^ uitAw, 
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Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


In good order 


Ditto 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


ii 6 


iii 


Rema bks. 


Furnished by 8urgn.-Lt.-CoL 
Gr. S. A. Ranking, m*d., 
Secretary to the Board of 
Examiners. 


Ditto 


ditto. 

































(2) CALCUTTA 


Locality 


Name of 
monument. 


Calcutta (Upper 
Circular Road, 
near Sealdah 
Station.) 


Moti Khan’s 
mosque. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Translation. 

Said the Prophet (may the peace and blessing of God 
he on him). 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

He who huildeth a temple to God, God will build 
for him a house in Paradise. 

Let it he known to the people that the assembly of 
the Ahl-i-Hadis entitled the Muhammadx sect, 
have purchased by subscription the land situated in 
No. 6, Rath Sirkar Lane, one of the streets of 
Calcutta, the defended city, and have, dedicated it, 
and have built thereupon the masjid and the 
shop beneath with sincerity of heart in the end of 
the year 1309, * 1 of the Hijrah of the Muham¬ 
madan year. Thousands upon- thousands of prayers 
and praises to the Lord of the Hijrah. 

i (1891 A.D.). 

Engraved by Ram?an All, No. 84, Talt&ld Bazar 
Street, Calcutta. 


Above the middle arch. 


a,yi^ ’<»/*■ J Upi— 

i r r» 


Translation. 

Imdmi Begam performed this act of devotion 
That Bhe founded a masjid in the path of God, 

When I sought the date of it: Wisdom said— 

She erected a mosque as a place of worship for the 
age. 

N.B .—There is some degree of uncertainty as to the 
correctness of the above date. The word ydU 
has been adopted although only the first and last 
letters are legible. The date according to this 
would be 1228 H. (1813 A.D.), but the engraved 
date appears to he 1225 H. 

However, it is possible that the final numeral is 8 
(a) and not 5; the similarity between the former 
figure accidentally closed by a cross stroke, aud the 
figure 5 (<&) being sufficient to mislead. 












































DISTLIICT-continued, 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


In good order 


ii& 


Furnished by Surgn.-Lt.~Col. 
G*. S. A. Hanking, m.b., 
Secretary to the Board of 
Examiners. 
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(2) CALCUTTA 



25 


Calcutta 


Calcutta (Upper 
Circular Road, 
not far from 
Sealdah Station) 


Shaikh Ghausi’s 
mosque. 


26 


Ditto 


Calcutta (Upper 
Circular Road). 


Haru Elian’s 
mosque. 


This mosque is situated on the west side of the road, 
not far from Sealdah Station. 

Above the middle arch , 

* j ] \ If- 

A I riv &x*a 

o.5 b fk**J| 

*•*. * <j£c3r!|>A g&ft*** uH* 

.• . j 4 - 1 / fi^i kj««o .....4 

uftij o^t JIAJ^ y£J Ovs:^ 0 &f 

Xjjf&c L jj;\ j\j) £_vis^| (ST*** 

*<&l| ghu ox®* A? &jU$* / 

Jb*i 

* Illegible. 

Translation. 

In the name of God the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

There is no God but God. Muhammad is the apostle 
of God. 

We praise Him, and we pray to His apostle, the 
generous. 

This temple of God, called the Masjid-i-Mualla (the 
Supreme Mosque) was completed in the year 1267 
of the Hijra on the 2lih of the month of Sha* Mn. 
I, its builder, JShaiM GV/ausi, son of ShaiM Eh uda 

Bakh&h UsMk&r, deceased*.make known 

that, to provide for the necessary expenses of the 

mosque and*..and its religious 

services in which the mosque also is included, I have 
made a bequest. And I bave caused to be engraved 
upon this stone this inscription as a bond, to ratify 
this bequest and to prevent any one making any 
claim to the aforesaid lands, so that in case of 
necessity this may be dear proof. 

* These words were illegible in the original, 

1267 H (1860 A.D.). 


Situated near Mdnik Plr’s shrine to the south of it 
in a small enclosure on the eastern side of the road. 

Above the middle arch . 


^if- 

aL/i Jy*yi*4** *}J| 11| *J| d 

I ^ 6 v iSfF* ) f *i‘V 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remabks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 


In good order 

m 

Furnished by Surgn.-Lt.-Col. 


G- S. A. Ranking, m.d., 
Seoretary to the Board of 
Examiners. 
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(2) CALCUTTA 


No. 


District. 


Looality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


27 


28 


Calcutta ... 


Calcutta (Sealdah) 


Mosqu e _ of 
Kitabuddin 
Sarkir. 


Ditto 


Calcutta (MunsM 
Bazar, Sealdah). 


Translation. 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

There is no God but God. Muhammad is the Apostle 
of God. 

The year 1267 Hijri (1850A.D.). The year 1257 
Bangala. 

Builder of the Masjid, Haru Klim. 

No inscription. 

Built 67 years ago by Kitabuddin Sarkar. 

This mosque is a brick building in bad repair It 
consists of two stories, the lower being a masjid and 
passage to the upper story, in which there is a smaller 
masjid and rooms for the mujamr and other attend¬ 
ants. 

The Mujdwir at present (1895) is Shaikh Hafizullali, 
a man of great sanctity, who is credited with mira¬ 
culous powers. Many educated Muslims are his 
disoiples. He is a venerable old man of some oa 
years of age, and has been tnujdwir at this masjid 
some 40 years. 

Kit&buddin, who founded the mosque, was a prosper¬ 
ous merchant, he died soon after the mosque was 
completed. His son who succeeded him was a great 
drunkard and spendthrift. No funds have been 
available for the support of the mosque for many 
years. It has no endowment. The current expenses 
are met by Shaikh Hafigullah and his disoiples. 


Sealdah mosque 


On the left hand of the middle arch. 


I. 
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*1 y-y y 


T ahi (.a <-)j p* 
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DISTRICT— oontimed. 


Custody or present use. 


mm 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remabks. 


MU 

iiii 

IN 


?—- 




Guardian, Shaikh Hafmdlah. In 
use as a mosque. 


Mutaw&lH, Mtihmmad Badrud- 
din Haidar. 


A hrick building much weather 
worn. Is rapidly going to 
ruin. No funds have been 
available for the support of the 
mosque for many years. 


In excellent order 


iift 


lift 


Furnished by 8urgn*Lt.-Col. 
G. 8. A. Banking, m.d., 
Secretary to the Board of 
Examiners, 


Ditto, 


ditto. 
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(2) CALCUTTA 


Locality, 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


On the right hand of the middle arch . 

II. 

r—■—- 

4) aJJi^i <0j5) cu. \ 

k!y>j y 8^* <H<* I ) 

fy»j« u? b j* (5^® gi/ 3 


AJ y * dot &»j&# 3 frsp"” 0 

Aj( 3 y w 

<A> Ifik. ^<XA. ^ f ^j.^0 C»w*4 


c <o>t)J 


*j>y 0t c? lj: y. 

oxss*> j! 

c&fci/ 5 jj> 

cpLy. t) vSi i 

jf *|* &L* 


c5jr 

Transiation (I). 

In the name v £ God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

I testify that there is no God but God alone, He 
has no companion, and I testify that Muhammad is 
His servant and Apostle. 

Thou must sympathise with Islam. 

And also torn thy face to the Qibla. 

The date of grief and distress at the death of Munshi 
Bfi'Ali, received into God’s mercy. 

Masjid (mosque) and Madrasah (college) and Mehmdn 
Sar&e (guest-house). 

If they do not exist what cause for sorrow and grief 
is there ? 

Bu AM was its founder and his mother completed 
that in grief. Alas! 

He hastened to Paradise, what grief his mother suf¬ 
fered from his death. Alas ! 

When my heart sought for the date of the year of 
his death. 

The Angel spake and said “H&e gh am afsos” 1263H. 

The value of is by =1263 H. 

(1847 AH.) 

Translation (II). 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

I testify that there is no God but God alone, Ho has 
no companion! 

And I testify that Muhammad is his servant and 
Apostle. 

Come, Oh ! worshipper, and purify thyself. 

Build the temple of the faith. 

Date of the building of tho masjid of Munshi B6 
Ali deceased. 

Bu AH, as a work of faith, built the Masjid and 
Madrasa separately. 

Ho departed to Paradise, and his mother, Wafia 
Banti, nobly finished the work. 
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(2) CALCUTTA 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

29 

Calcutta ... 

Calcutta (Ohitpur) 

i 

Mosque and 
tomb _ of 
Bhonsri Shah. 

fk : 

| 

1 ' ; i ’ ' , , V' ' ; 

1 

I ; '"y 

! 

She wisely gave an. order for its date to be written. 

If you remove the Alif of the word Ehd na its date 
will he Khudk Jf/mna 

— 1260 Hijri 

N,B m — The value of the letters of the words aiUyL 
casting out one alif is 1260 H. (1844 A.D.) 

The masjid is nearer to Oaloutta than the shrine on 
the north bant of the canal. 

The shrine is on the left hand side going from 
Calcutta. Approached from the bridge by a stair, 
frequented by devotees both Muhammadan and 
Hindu. 

Reputed to have healing powers. 

Above the middle-arch. 

I. 

<5*>t v h ** ^ 3 i^ u jb* ******* 

I aJlf 

A I r M 

II. 

^ 0 . L> A> ^ IjBk. 

ytStjA ojL imy « 

*** ^ j j\/■ 

\j 4ilik. ijf 

A | | , ii~M 

Translation. 

I. When Ja‘ far All founded this masjid 

By the grace of God, in a splendid style 

Wisdom spoke its date in these words (from the heart) 

“ Fatuba libdbin ka bait il ‘atiq.”* 

H. 1219. (Blessings upon the door like the Ancient 
House (The Ea‘aba). 

* The value of the word (34) must be added to this Arabic verse* 

giving the date 1219K (1804 A.D.). 

II, When Ja‘far ‘Ali Khi n by God’s assistance 

Built a new masjid, a work of glory and rectitude. 
Wisdom speaking from the heart said this date for 

the year 

“ Kurd bind ITM-i-dfn rd jadld ” 

( u He built anew the house of religion. 5 ’) 

The value of this sentence is also 1219 (31) (1804 A.D.) 
jjf.B .— The words u he built mew ” point to a former 
building having been in exk ence . 

It also looks as if the Arabic sentenoe above con¬ 
tained a play upon the words haitu-Uatiq, which 
means “ the old house, 55 and might be translated. 

" May this house be blessed like the old house. 55 
































DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifl- 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

*«*••• 

In good order ••• 

ii& 

Furnished by 8ur^n.~Lt.*Ool. 
GL S. A. Ranking, N.D., 
Secretary to the Board of 
Examiners. 
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(2) CiLCTJTTA 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Calcutta 


Calcutta (Upper 
Circular Road). 


Bibi Jitan’s 
mosque. 


Haidar Shah’s 
Mausoleum. 


There is a further inscription below inscription (II) 
on the same tablet with it running as follows as far 
as it could be deciphered;— 

* l ...... *i>i| 

wUj dfr-* tjp; * 2..... } &)//> t 

• b ^ i a Ji j- JT *a*V( j*l <^| J> I J[}| 


* 3 


1 These words look like j J, j 

J V JJ * 

3 *b'r ° 3 quite illegible. 

A similarly commencing inscription is on tablet I, 
only the words 


Translation. 

It is incumbentupon every one wh o has control of this 

masjid to... ... ground and servants and 

... etcetera shall be belonging to the masjid. 

He shall keep it in good order, and shall spend 

sufficient for this purpose ( ) and .. 

himself..... 

This mosque is situated in a large enclosure nearly op¬ 
posite the Karbala. A Muhammadan burial ground 
surrounds the shrine, which bears no inscription. 
Above the middle arch . 

All} f - - 

^*d|AU|d*a*. All ( Oj** $ 

ijjs:* | rr | yix*. ^ ^ j cnxT** 

In the name of Cod, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

There is no God but C od. Muhammad is the Apostle 
of God. 

God has made the Ka‘bah, the Sacred House, to be a 
station for men and the sacred month.* 

The builder of the masjid was Bibi Jitan, 1231 H. 

(1815 A.D.). 

* Qur£n V. 98. 

This is called the Nakhuda’s shrine and is a separate 
building in the same enclosure as Bibi Jitan’s 

r mosque to the eastward of it. 

There are three tombs in this shrine, one that of 
Saiyyid Haidar Shah of BagMdd, who came by way 

of Sindh and Bhoj to Calcutta where ho died at the 
age of fifty. 

A second is that of Saiyyid Karam Sh&h, nephew of 
Saiyyid Haidar Stall, who died (aged 40) three 
weeks after his uncle. 

The third is that of Saiyyid ‘Arif Shah, grandson of 
Saiyyid Haidar Shah, who died (aged 15). He 
had come to Calcutta to arrange about the tomb of 
his grandfather and died of cholera. 

The mausoleum of Haidar Shah, was erected two 
years after his death. 

There is a fair held at his tomb on the 11th of 
Babi‘us-Sanl every year. 
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DISTRICT— continued. 



Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks, 

6 

7 

8 

9 

t 

V ; ^ : •; ' y 

In good order ... 

iiJ 

Furnished by Snrgn.-Lt.-CoL 
G. S. A. Banking, m.d., 
Secretary to the Board of 
Examiners. 
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(2) CALCUTTA 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Calcutta (No. 244, 
Bow Bazar 
Street.) 


Temple of Kill. 


Caloutta (Upper 
Cbitpur Road). 


Temple of Sid- 
dlicavari. 


Calcutta 

(Kenderdine’s 

Lane). 


Caloutta (Nim- 
tald Ghat) 


Temples of 
Siva. 


Temple of 
Ananda- 
mayf. 


In a little building this K&li stands on a white figure 
representing a dead male. Contiguous to this build¬ 
ing there is a little temple of S'iva, which is said to 
be older than that of EAlh The Kitli was estab¬ 
lished by one S'rimanta Dom of very low caste, who 
himself used to perform the duties of the priest fora 
period of not less than 70 years to this goddess up to 
the time of his death. The Dom used to treat the 
people of this quarter suffering from small-pox, 
and for this reason an idol of S'itali is kept adjaoent 
to that of Kali. In this way the Dom became 
popular among the Eurasian _ residents of this 
quarter, who used to send offerings to this Kali, 
being thankful for cure from this particular 
disease. Hence the goddess has earned the name of 
Firinghi K&li. 

It is said that after the Kali of Kalfghit had attained 
renown far and wide, and a few years before the 
coming of the idol Madanmohan of Yishnupur to 
Caloutta, this Siddhesvarl was established by a pious 
mendicant, who himself used to discharge the duties 
of priest. The late Abhaya Gharan Mitra, one of 
the worshippers of this goddess, contributed much to 
meet the expenses of this temple. The old image of 
this goddess made of stone has been preserved in 
the temple as a relic, and the present image is made 
of clay about 7 feet high, standing on a figure 
representing a dead male. The goddess is standing 
in the posture of Kali in Siddbesvari form. It is 
said that formerly the river Hooghly flowed by this 
temple. The present building is of recent date. 
At the present day of all the KAlis at Calcutta, 
Anandamayi of NimtaMgh&t Street and Siddhesvari 
of Bhghazar are the only two which are daily attend¬ 
ed by the greatest number of worshippers. There 
are two S'iva lingas, one on each side of this Kali. 

One temple has got nine pinnaoles and each of the 
other two has got five. The temples are construct¬ 
ed in nice style with brioks of old fashion five or 
six inches in length. The late Trilok-ram Pakrasi, 
who was the Dewan of the Fort of Calcutta in his 
day, got these temples built for him and established 
one S'iva in each of them, their date of construction 
corresponds with that of the new Fort of Calcutta, 
and it is said that the materials used in them 
are of the same quality as those of the new Fort. 
The S'ivas are about 5 feet in length and are well 
polished. They are rare specimens of their kind. 

It is said that more than a century ago this goddess 
was established by a Mohanta, who had a chela 
(disciple) J agannatka by name, a dealer in straw. 
The Mohanta at the time of his death made over 
the goddess to the aforesaid Jagannath. A few 
years later Jagannath, on account of his straitened 













































DISTRICT — continued . 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation ^ 

and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Is in the possession of the priest - 
and is in daily use. 

[n good condition. 

ii& 

Furnished by Pandit Hari 
Mohan Vidyabhdshan, Orien¬ 
tal Librarian, Asiatic Society 
of Bengal. 

In the custody of the priest and 
in daily use. 

In good order. 

ii& 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Ditto ditto ♦ 

Ditto 

iii 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Is the property of Babu Nan 
L&l Banerjee, Zamindar, Nim 
tala Ghat Street^ and i 
daily used as a temple. 

i In good condition ... •• 

s 

iiJ 

Ditto 

. 

ditto. 

T> 0 





















































(2) CALCUTTA 


No. 


Distrust. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


35 


Calcutta 


Caloutta (Than-, 
thanid, Corn¬ 
wallis Street). 


Temple of 
Siddhesvnri 


ciroumstanoes, sold this deity, toother with the piece 
of land adjacent to the temple, to the late Narayan 
Mi&ra who was a pious man and conducted the 
worship of the goddess in a satisfactory manner. 
On the death of Ndr&yan Misra his adopted son, 
Harodeva Misra, defrayed the expense of the 
worship. On the death of Haradeva Misra, his 
nephew, late zamindar, Babu MMhab Chandra 
Banerjee of Nimtald Street, inherited this property 
and became the proprietor of this temple. Madhav 
Babu was succeeded by the late Babu S'ihkrishna 
Banerjee, who again was succeeded by his adopted 
son, Babu Nani ’Lai Banerjee, who is the present 
proprietor of this temple. The image of Kali is made 
of black stone standing on a white figure represent¬ 
ing a dead male. It is about two feet high, and 
is considered by the worshippers of Kill as the 
pattern of its kind. The feet are a foot and a 
half below the level of the road, and the whole 
figure is so firmly stuck to the ground that it has 
baffled several attempts of the devotees to raise it 
on a higher level. Although the present Nimtala 
bathing gbit and burning plaoe are at a good 
distance from this temple, the old gh&t close to the 
temple can be seen even at the present day. That 
the j>lace where the temple is standing is the old 
burning plaoe can be inferred from the faot that 
it is called S'asmana Kill. Of all the Kilfs at 
Caloutta, Anandamayi is attended daily hr a vast 
conoourse of votaries, who present their offerings to 
the goddess. 

This image was established by a Brahmaehdrf 
named tldaya-ndraydna, who continued to dis¬ 
charge the duties of priest to this goddess 
up to the time of his death. After his death, a 
Brahman of the Haidar class began to act as a 
priest of this deity. During his priesthood in the 
Bengali year 1210 the late Babu S'ankar Chandra 
Ghosh of Thanthania erected the present temple of 
the deity. On a tablet on the wall in the eastern 
side of the temple the following inscription is seen:_ 


Mrorsr 

fasrtfcsf 


Kali dwells in the heart of S'ankara. Hero the 
word S'ankara is used in a double sense—fBabu 
Sankara Ghosh, as well as S'ankara, which means 
S'iva]. On another tablet on the wall on the western 
side of the temple the following inscription is seen:— 

iTOfft STrtBr 

*R aft* I 











































DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

|1» X 

Is in the possession of the 
descendants of the late San¬ 
kara Ghosh, and is used as a 
temple. 

In good condition ... 

V ; V;,v ':$$$. 4 ; . ■ '' ■": ' 

lib 

Furnished by Pandit Hari 
Mohan Vidyabh&shan, Orien¬ 
tal Librarian, Asiatic Sooiety 
of Bengal. 




























( 2 ) CALCUTTA 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

36 

( 

Calcutta .... 

Calcutta (Darm&- 
hat. a Street, 

north-east 
corner of the 
Mint). 

Temple of 

Jagann&tb. 

» ‘ 

“ The temple of Mother Siddhesvari, established by 
the late magnanimous Sankar Ghosh, in the Bengali 
year 1210.” 

From this it is evident that the temple was con- ' 
structed 93 years ago, and the .Kali appears to be 
some years older than the temple. 

The image of the goddess is made of clay. !8heis 
standing on a white figure representing the body of 
a dead male. 

There is a temple of Siva attached to this building 
whioh has the following inscription on its wall:— 

itsM ^xi i 

(sic) 

w i \5tHrt i Wt i- 

It would thus appear that this temple was erected 3 
years after that of K&ll mentioned previously. 

About 150 years ago the late Babu S'obhardm Basak, 
of Sobhdrdm Basak’s Street, Calcutta, established 
this deity. The circumstances under which he 
established the deity are the following:—A Mohant 
named Kinar Dds Babaji secured an image of 
Jagannath from Puri with a view to establish it 
in a city of the North-Western Provinces. On his 
way to up-country he halted at Calcutta, where he 
made the acquaintance of Babu S'obhdram, who 
entreated him to have it established at the present 
spot. The Mohant having complied with his request, 
S'obhardm built a temple of the deity and a ghat 
for bathing purposes close to the temple. The 
ghat, however, is now buried on account of the 
change in the banks of the river, which has 
moved far away west from the tempje. The Babu 
made a free grant of 7 kdthds of land to the 
temple, and the Nawab of Murshidabad gave a dona¬ 
tion of another 4 kdthds of land to the temple. 
On the death of Kdnar Dds Babaji, Maujerdm 
Mohant succeeded him, who again was succeeded 
by Mohant JamuM I)ds. Then Bhagavdn Das 
Babaji seemed the possession of the gadi (Mohant’s 
post), of which he was deprived on his marriage by 
the orders of the High Court and the present Mohant " 
Haradeva was appointed in his place. The old tem¬ 
ple of Jagannath becoming dilapidated, it was re¬ 
placed by a new one about 70 years ago. There are 
four images in the temple:—Jagannatha, Balabhadra, 
Subhadra, and the Sudarsana Chakra (the weapon of 
"Vishnu.) The images appear to be of very old date. 
They were brought from Puri, as has been men¬ 
tioned before, and are made of Nim wood. The 
Sn&na-yatid and the Car festival are solemnized 
with great pomp. The temple is also daily visited 
by a large number of^ people, including, Hindu 
ladies, for worship. Adjacent to this temple there 
is a shrine of Narasinha Deva, a form of Vishnu, 
which is said to he about 100 years old. 
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DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


6 

7 


The present Mohanfc of the 
Jagann&tb. temple is the pro¬ 
prietor of the temple. It is 
in daily ns© as a temple. 


In good condition 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


iii 


Remarks. 


Furnished by Pandit Hari 
Mohan Vidyabhfislian, Orien¬ 
tal Librarian, Asiatic Society 
of Bengal. 
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(2) CALCUTTA 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding tho monument. 


Calcutta (Upper 
Circular Road). 


Calcutta (Clive 
Street, Bara 
Bazar). 


Manik 

tomb. 


Fir’s 


Juma Pit's 
tomb. 


No inscription. 




This shrine is situated near the junction of the Upper 
Circular Road with Manicktolla Street, approached 
by a narrow passage. There is no inscription, on it 
and all the information to he gained is that the shrine 
was that of Fir Syud Husamu-d-dlu Sh&h, known 
as Manik Fir, who came to Calcutta from Upper 
India. Tho mujdwir, who gave this information, 
stated that the shrine was fully a hundred years 
old, but could give no definite idea of the date. 

“The place on which this shrine now stands was a 
mudi’s shop whose name was Kasinath an illiterate 
np-eountry man. 

“He was in the habit of going daily by boat to 
Hooghly and Bansbaria to buy goods. One day 
when he was returning, he saw a man standing 
by the riverside calling out to the different boat¬ 
men, to ferry bim across the river. KAshn&th 
thereupon hailed him and offered to convey him 
across. He accepted the offer, and when they arrived 
he alighted from the boat and sat down to rest in 
KMnath’s shop, where he remained till the day of 
his death, and Eaffnath served him all the time. 
Kasmath was advised by him whose name was 
Jumma Shah in or about the year 1805 to apply for 
one of the financial posts, which at that time, 
irnder the administration of Lord Cornwallis the 
Governor-General, were being filled by native 
officials, which he did and although he was unedu¬ 
cated, not even knowing how to read or write, yet 
by the favour and blessing of the saint he suooeeded 
in gaining one of these appointments, and was 
posted as Diwan of the State and became known 
as Diwan Kasinath. 

“His devotion to the saint Jumma Shah was so pro¬ 
found that he built the shrine at his own expense 
in the year 1808 A.I). or thereabouts; but being 
a Hindu by cast© thought it improper to serve a 
Musahnan saint; accordingly besought for a devout 
Musalm£n to serve the saint and attend the shrine, 
and found one Gumin Shih, elder brother of Jutti 
Shah, whom he engaged for this duty. On Jumma 
Shah’s death he was suooeeded by his younger 
brother, Jutti Shah. 

“Maulavi Sirfiju-l-Haqq at that time the daziu-1- 
Q,u??at of the late Sadr Dlwani ‘Ad41at, advised 
Jutti Shah, and helped him with f unds to build 
an Imambara in. Machua Bazar Street of the 
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(2) CALCUTTA 


No. District. Looality. 



History or tradition regarding the monument. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


town (Mirzapore), where it is now in existence in a 
dilapidated condition.” 

Noth.—T ho ^abovo information was obtained from the Mutawallf of 
Juttt S^heb’s Imtfmb^ra, Mirzapur. It is given as nearly as possible 
in the original words, allowing for translation. 



39 Calcutta ... Calcutta (Lower Maul& Ali’s 


Circular Road, tomb, 
near Entally 
corner). 


^(<xS[ 

c!5 |^J jbjo mJ4 Al/j | 

*******' (j ?jl 1 r a t 



Translation. 


_Maul& All departed to Paradise 
Know the year from the words “ Ganj Izh&T.” l * 

When his tomb was again built 

The Hijri year is known from u Qha>fi&T”* 2 

Be it known to the minds of the people of insight 
this shrine was built under the superintendence of 
the dust ;of the feet of the Faqirs Kallii Shah, 
of old a devotee, and by the special aid of His 
Honour of high titles 4 Abdu-l-Latif KM n Bahadur 
(May God protect and assist him) in the commence¬ 
ment of the year 1281 of the Hijra in a handsome 
style,* 3 and gave light to the eyes of tho faithful. 

1 Ganj Izliar These letters amount to 1180 H. 

(1766 A.D.) € 

2 Ghafl&r jtib These letters amount to 1281 H. (1864 A.D.) 

8 The words are of uncommon occurrence, but 

may have the meaning assigned. 


Rajah All's Shrine 
Has no inscription. 


40 Ditto ... Calcutta (Has- Ali’e 

tings.) tomb. 


It is said to be about 80 years old. Rajab AH was a 
native officer in the Viceroy’s Bodyguard, who 
deserted and became a faqir. Rajab AH is said to 
have died about 1790 A.3). 
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DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation , 

and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In custody of Maulavies. Pray¬ 
ers are said in an outer room 
of the building. 

Is kept in excellent order 

ii5 

Furnished by Surgn.-Lt.-Col. 

Q-. 8. A. Ranking, m.d., 
Secretary to the Board of 
Examiners. 

Rajab All’s shrine is situated 
at the west side of Easting’s 
near the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment godowns. 

In the custody of theMutawalli 
Muhammad KM- n, nephew oi 
Mazhar 4 Ali, formerly Muta- 
•walli. Expenses are defrayed 
from the rent of the'houses 
round the shrine. 

In good order. 

. 

L 

! 

\ib 

Ditto ditto. 

— -- Q % 
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(3) NADIA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


41 Nadia 


Durg&pur 


Temple of 
R&dha Raman 
Jiew Vigraha. 


42 


43 


Do. 


Do. 


Chagdaha 


Devagrdm, thdnd 
Ranagh&t. 


Temple 


Fort mins 


The idol was a present to the saint, Kamala EAnta 
tlosv'ami by a band of outlaws whose thirst for 
drinking water was miraoulously appeased by the 
saint with a small lota full of water only. It was 
a part of their loot. They then infested the forest 
there. The saint was young in age, handsome in 
appearance and deeply learned in the Astras. 
His beauty attracted the notice of the Princess, 
Durga Devi, who accompanied her father, RAja 
Itaya Mukut, of Jaydia, in Jessore, who came to 
the forest on a hunting excursion. After they 
were married the Raja granted the young couple 
a dowry of several villages. His son, Raja Sri- 
krishna Roy, erected the temple in Suhabda 1596, 
corresponding to 1674A.D,, as appears from the 
following slokas inscribed on the southern wall 
of the temple and he dedicated it to the idol. 

bstfik artfn 

®i<pt3 $rtr. swfrift u” 


There is a novel on the subject by the late 
Babu R&jkrishna Mukherjee, m.a,, b.l., Translator 
to the Government of Bengal. A copy of the 
same may be obtained from his eldest brother, 
Eai li&dhiod Prasanna Mukherjee Bahadur, 
Inspector of Schools, Presidency and Chota Nagpur 
Circles, Calcutta. 


The temple is of ordinary size and has ornamental 
cut brick-work. Its age may, as it appears and as 
has been reported by persons who heard the inscrip¬ 
tion read, be 500 years. There is no idol there 
now. People say there was a lingam in it. 
Mr. T. D. M. Beglar,when Archaeological Surveyor 
of Bengal, took measurements of it and also a 
photograph. There were two inscriptions on stone, 
which were taken off by Ray Ram S'ankar Sen, 
Subdivision! Officer of R&n$gh£t, and although 
afterwards returned, are not forthcoming. 


This is said to be the fort of a Mahajan Raji4 who, 
on going out to fight a battle, carried with him a 
pigeon giving his E^nfs orders that they should 
watch for the return of the pigeon. If he won 
the battle, he would return himself ; if he lost, he 
would loose the pigeon, whose return would inti¬ 
mate to the R&nis the loss of the battle, and if 
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DISTRICT. 


< 

Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Glassifi¬ 

cation, 

Remarks. 


6 

7 

8 

9 


In ruins now, having tumbled 
down in July or August 1893. 


Babu K&li Kumar Chaudhuri 
and others of P&lp&rd are the 
owners of it and of the land 
on which it stands* There 
has been no idol in the temple 
for a long time, nor is it used 
as a place of regular worship 
now. 


Unknown 


Lies in a neglected and dilapi¬ 
dated state, the owners having 
taken no care about its pre¬ 
servation, The owners are willing 
to give up their right to the 
temple if it is kept in repair 
by Government, and if they are 
allowed to use it as a place of 
worship in the customary way. 
The Collector of the Distriot 
visited the temple on the 13th 
December 1894, and reoom- 
rnenda its conservation at an 
estimated cost of Ks. 500. 


Only mounds of ruins left now, 
which are beyond conservation. 
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(3) NADIA. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


P 


Devagrarn, than?. 
RanSgliAt. 


they had any regard for their honour they would 
destroy themselves: he won the battle, hut in the 
heat of battle the pigeon got loose by ncoidont and 
returned to the Raja’s palace, whereupon the Ranis 
drowned themselves and their treasure in the 
Khirki tank ... “KhirM” tank behind the palace. The RajA 
hastened home, but arrived too late to save the 
Ranis, whereupon in despair he drowned himself 
also in the tank. The tank has stone ghats all 
round and is covered on three sides with ruins of 
brick buildings; four high circular towers, stood at 
the four corners of the oblong fort, which is of 
earth. 

of Outside the fort are the ruins of several large temples 
which appear to he of great interest and of some 
antiquity, as evidenced by the size of the bricks. 
They are the only undoubtedly pre-Muhammadan 
ruins seen or heard of in the district. 


Ruins 

temples. 


Bamunpukur, 

P. S. Kotwali. 


Santipur, P. S. 
Santipur. 


Gangavas Am- 
ghata, P S. 
Kotwali. 


Port (palace) 
ruins. 


Temple of 
Sy&m Chand. 


Temple of Hari 
Har 


Ruins of the fort (palace) -of the Sen Rajas of Bengal 
at old Nadia. Lakshman Sen, the last Hindu King 
of Bengal, fled from, this palace by a back door on 
the approach of the Muhammadan invader Bukthiar 
Kbiliji in 1203 A.D. These ruins are known as 
Ballal Dhibi (mound). 

Tradition says that the temple was built by the 
Khans of Santipur, who were very wealthy weavers 
of the place. 

There is the following inscription on the temple— 

5n*tr?rt *ic* u 

The temple was completed in the year 1648 Saka era 
(1726A.B.). 

Erected by tbe famous Raja Krishna Chandra Raya 
of Nadia in the year 1776A.D. 

There is the following inscription. 

3wt° h 
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Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Unknown 


Only mounds of ruins left, 
which are beyond conservation 
now. 


'n the possession of the Paik- 
pari Raja. 


Owned by the Kh&ns of S’antipur 


Maintained by the Maharaja of 
Erisbnagar. There is an 
image of god Hari Har in it, 
which is daily worshipped. 


Glassifi¬ 

cation. 


m 


iift 


ii& 


ii b 


Remakes. 


See page 142 of Hunter’s Statis - 
tical Account of the Nadiya 
District. 
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(3) NADI A 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 

monument. 


History or tradition, regarding the monument. 


48 


Nadia 


49 Do. 


SO 


At Gangabas in the Salsa year 1698 (L76A.D.) 
Sri jut Bajpeyi, the world renowned Mah&r&j a 114] en- 
dra Deb (Krishna Chandra), consecrated the image 
of the god Hari Har, with the images of Cma and 
Lakshrni for dispelling the doubts of disbelieving 
sinners who sunk (into Hell) by drawing a distinc¬ 
tion between Sira and Vishnu. 


Krishnagar 


The Raja’s pa¬ 
lace. 


Dignagax 


Temple of S'iya 


The gateways at Raja’s Chak and the Nahahat-khana 
attached to the Raja’s palace were constructed by 
B&ja Krishna Chandra Raya, during the reign of All 
Verdi Khan. They were thoroughly repaired while 
the estate was under the management of the Court 
of Wards during the minority of the present Maha- 
r&j& Khitish Chandra Roy Bak&dur. 


Was built by lb4jA R&ghab Chandra Roy, great 
grandfather of ltdjA Krishna Chandra Roy. 


There is an inscription on the temple. 




Do. 


sivnivas, P. 8. 

Kishanganj. 


In the year 1591 of the Saka era (1669A.D.) the 
ornament of the race of Bramhan, the best of 
Princes, Raghab Chandra Roy, caused a tank to 
be excavated sparkling with the waves of clear 
water, and plaoed the image of the deity Siva m a 
lovely temple on the bank thereof. 


Temple of Siva 





I. cvl ®rt^ «f?r 

Rw- l 

CTt^ m VS "tf* 11 


Ho who has appeared m this . land of Bharat 
(Hindustan) as a tree of Paradise, he who is born 
with all the qualities of the divine lord ot four 
quarters and has made conquest in all directions, that 
ornament of Kings, Maharaja Krishna Chandra, 
built this, temple reaching to _ the _ moon, and con¬ 
structed there the image of Siva in Saka era 167o 
(1754A.D.). 


Temple of Srf- 
Ram Chandra, 




ii . cm 

'fSTRtcfn ;s ,^ si ji 
•sfprtPf '2rt^rt^t e > \ 


WgMffl 

■ 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestion for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

% 

The Sanskrit College of Krishna- 
gar is in it. 


ii& 


Owned by the Mahar&ja of 
Krishnagar. 

The temple is in a dilapidated 
state. 

ii& 


Maintained by the Maharaja of 
Krishnagar. 

V ■ . 

• 

/ 

ii6 
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Name of 

No. 

District, 

Locality. 

moauraent. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


History or tradition regarding tke monument. 


Temple of Ma- 
hacleva. 


In tke line of princely Brainhan Biskis, MaMraji 
Kristina Chandra the ornament of tke rulers of the 
earth,‘is celebrated like the tree of Paradise in this 
temple, built with great care by his beloved chief 
Bant in the S'aka rear 1684 (I762AD.) and consec¬ 
rated (the images of) “Tke lord of the three worlds” 
SriBam Chandra, Sit4, and Lakhsman. 


III. m ’W* 

ycfa 5pfts w 

arwwrc* vsptTO5‘> 5 WfWt»* ii 

He who is the main feature of the different forms 
of S'iva on earth and is celebrated as the lord of gods 
on earth, as is known by the Mah&r&jA Krishna 
Chandra, his second Bdni, who is Lakhsmiin human 
form, consecrated the image of the great god 
Mahadev of sinking countenance in this handsome 
temple in the Saka era 1684 (1762A.D.). 


(4) murshidAbAd 


51 


52 


53 


Murshidab&d 

Baranagore 

Temples of Siva 

These four temples were built, about (A.D.) 1755 by 
the late Rfini Bhav&ni Devi, of N&tore at a cost of 
about Bs. 12,00,000. It is not known why two of the 
temples were not completed.^ Twelve Sivas (idols) 
were placed in them by the. K&ni, so that it is sup¬ 
posed that they were intentionally left in that state. 
Br&hman Pundits were employed to assist the 
masons in carving the figures of gods and god¬ 
desses. The sehaitskip (resident priestship) was 
awarded to the spiritual guide of the Rani, and is 
hereditary. 

Ditto ... 

Khoshbagh 

Mausoleum of 
Aliverdi Khan. 

It contains the remains of both Aliverdi Khan and 
other members of the family. This mausoleum 
is on the right bank of the Bhagiratlu, about 
two miles south of Mnrehidabad, and consists of a 
series of buildings, situated within a large enclosure. 

It has no architectural merit. 

Ditto 

Roshnibtigh ... 

Mausoleum of 
8ujd-u din. 

The mausoleum is almost opposite the palace at Mur- 
Bhidabad across the river Bhdgirathi. The inscrip¬ 
tion on the tomb in it shows that it contains 
the remains of Suj&-ud-din, son-in-law of the 
founder of the family, Murshid Kuli Khan, and 
that he died on 1151 Hijra. The musjid in the 
same enclosure was built in the time of Mak&bat 
Jang, or Aliverdi Khan, 1204 Hijra. This, too, 
has no architectural merit. 
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Present state of preservation 
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i Custody or present use. 

and suggestions for 
conservation. 

REMARKS. 
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7 

8 

9 




/ 


DISTRICT. 


Heirs of the spiritual guide of 
the R%i. 

In wonderfully good order. A 
small expenditure to clear 
away the jungle is all that 
really is required, plus a few 
petty repairs. 

ii& 


Tomb Committee; maintained 
by Government. 

Good order. Repaired by Publio 
Works Department. 

i a 

Seepage 73 of Hnnter’s Statis¬ 
tical Account of the Murslii- 
dabad district. 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto ,,, 

i a 

• 
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(4) MUR-3 HIT) A BAD 
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District, 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

MurshidaMd 

Katra 

Tomb of Mur- 
shid Kuli 

Khan. 

There is an interesting building at Katra, nearthe 
city of Murshidabad, the Makbara of Murshid Kuli 
Kh;in, the founder of Murshidabad. The tomb 
is beneath the steps of the mosque. In its early days 
it must have been a fine building of good propor¬ 
tions. 

Ditto 

Ekan.4 Chandpard 

Jangipux, suh- 

division. 

Ruins of mos* 
quo. 

■ The tradition regarding this building is as below 

Hussain Shab, known in history as Alaudin Abdul 
Mozuffar Hussain Shah, is said to have been the 
Bhepherd of a Br&hman at Dhandp&ra. When 
Hussain Shah became King, he rewarded his old 
master by giving him Chandp&rd at a nominal rent 
of one anna; it is henoe called “Ekana.” The 
building built then either by the master or for him 
by the Rakhal Badshah (e'.e., Hussain Shah) is in 
ruins. 

Ditto 

Kharior, J&ngipur 
subdivision. 

Mosque 

A fine old mosque, which is supposed to be looked 
after by the villagers. 

Ditto 

Saidahad 

Ohurch— 
Armeniai 
Church of th 
Holy Yirgb 
Mary. 

This ohurob. bears an inscription, from which 
i shows that it was ereoted on the 11th January 

9 1758 by the munificence and at the expense of the 

i most pious Agah Petrus (Peter) Arratoon of the 
KhojahBabean family. It is dedicated to the Holy 
Virgin Mary. In 1665 by virtue of a Toyal firman 
granted by the Emperor Aurangzebe to the Arme¬ 
nians they formed a permanent settlement at Saida- 
bad and flourished considerably during the palmy 
days of the Nawab’s Court at Murshidabad, Saida- 
bad being the commercial suburb of Murshidabad. 
They deserted the place only on its losing com¬ 
mercial importance iii the natural course of events. 

Ditto 

BMighMa, J&ngi- 
pur subdivision. 

Mosque 

,, This mosque is about quarter of a mile north of the sub- 
divisional buildings at Balighata. It is looked after 
by a zamindar Muhammadan lady living there, whose 
forefathers built it. It bears a tablet in front with 
a chronogram, which interpreted, makes the year 
968A.H., le., 1561A.D. It is therefore as old as the 
city of Murshidabad. 


(5) JESSORE 



* Some of the earliest traditions and some of the 
oldest ruins in this district are connected with the 
name of Khanja Ali, who lived four centuries 
ago. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

' 

6 

7 

8 

9 

' 

This building, which is sup¬ 
posed to he looked after by the 
Nawab, is gradually decaying, 
and the expense of restoring 
it, or even of preventing 
further decay, would he very 
considerable, indeed. The domes 
have fallen in. 

i a 

See page 74 of Hunter’s Statis¬ 
tical Account of the Murshi* 
dabad district. 

Villagers 

In ruins. 

iii 


Ditto 

Overgrown with jungle 

iii 


Is in the hands of the Committee 
of Management of the 
Armenian Church of Saint 
Nazareth, Calcutta. The church 
is never used npw. An 
Armenian sexton is always 
kept there to look after the 
building. 

Sadly stands in need of repairs 

i b 

See pages 35-36 of History of 
the Armenians in India by 
Mesroob J. Seth. 

In rise as a mosque 

* 

In good condition 

iii 



DISTRICT. 



*See account of the antiquities 
of the Jessore district in Mr* 
(now Sir J.) Westland’s book 
on that district, pages 11 to 49. 
Most of Khanja Aii’s build¬ 
ings now fall within tho 
Khulna district. 
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(5) JESSORE 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


59 


60 


Jessore .... 


Jessore 


Ditto 


Muhammadpur. 


Tombs of Gha- 
rib Shah and 
Bahram Shah 


Fort ruins 


The tradition is that Khanja Ali, or, to use his full 
name, Khan Johan Ali, came to the district to re¬ 
claim and cultivate the lands in the Sunderbans, 
which were at the time waste and oovered with 
forest, He obtained from the Emperor or from 
the King of Gaur a jaghir of those lands, and in 
accordance with it, established himself in them. The 
inscriptions on his tomb tell us only, that he 
was a stranger in the land, and that he died in the 
Muhammadan year 863. 

Shrines of two pin or Mussulman sages, Gharib 
Shah and Bahram Shah, companions of Khanja Ali. 
It is said that when Khanja Ali was coming this 
way he sent them ahead to prepare food for him 
at Jessore; when he came up it was not ready, 
and he therefore left them behind; they remaining 
back, erected shrines, and as they were, like Khanja 
Ali, men of great piety and divine power, people 
resorted to them, and even now resort to their 
shrines, to make their vows and make known their 
wishes. 


The following objeots relate to the ruins at Muham- 
I madpur, where Bdja Sitaram Ray, zamindar of 
Bhusnd, established his capital in A.D. 1700. 
The place was so named after Muhammad Khan, 
an old fakir who had established himself there, 
and who was persuaded to leave the plaoe on con¬ 
dition of its being named after him. 

There is a large quadrangle, which encloses most of 
his (the Raja's) buildings, within which he kept 
his soldiers, and within which was his own hope, 
It measures more than half a mile in each direction, 
and is surrounded on each side by an excavated 
ditch, the earth of which thrown inwards is used 
to raise the level of the quadrangle, and specially 
of the edges of it, leaving as it wore a ramp round 
it.' The ditch on the eastern and northern sides 
has gradually filled in, principally through the 
influence of the river, but that on the western side is 
still full of water. On the southern side, the ditch is 
larger than on any other side. It forms a fine sheet 
of water, a mile long, looking almost like a river. 
By the earth obtained from these excavations, and 
by that obtained from tanks, within its area, the level 
of almost the whole quadrangle has been consider¬ 
ably raised, a work whioh in itself represents an 
enormous amount of labour. 

The chief entrance to the quadrangle is at the 
south-east corner. From here is seen toward the 
north the high and broad ramp upon which stood 
the bazar, and at the southern end of whioh is the 
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DISTRICT-- continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In the custody of Khondke 
Tofeluddin of Bhetki. 

r In good state ... 

ii& 


The R&ja of Natore is in possef 
sionof the whole estate of Raj 
Sita Ram Roy. The fort is ii 
the custody of his naib a 
Muhamadpur. 

u The fort is now in mins and 
[a overgrown with dense jungle. 

i 

t 

iib 

For description of the arclueo- 
logical objects at Muham- 
madpur, see pages 212-16 
of the Hunter’s Statistical 
Account of the Jcssoro dis¬ 
trict. 


















(5) JESSORE 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Muhammadpur. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Efim S&gar and 
Sukh Sagar 
tanks. 


Temple of Earn- 
ckandra. 


Dol. Mandir 
Temple. 


Sftaram’s trea¬ 
sure tank. 


Si til ram’s resi¬ 
dence. 


Punya Garh 
(Fort). 


more meagre bazar of the present day. On the 
south, just outside the boundary of the quadrangle, 
is Sftaram’s great tank, the Rdm Sagar, and a 
quarter of a mile to the west of this is another tank 
called the Sukh Sagar, or the lake of. pleasure. 


It was erected about the year 1800 by the N&tor 
Rajd, whose family obtained the zamindari after 
it had passed out of Sitdram’s hands. It isatwp- 
storied building, the upper storey being smaller in 
extent than the lower, and each storey having an 
arohed verandah in front. The building contains 
nothing remarkable. It was endowed with certain 
rent-free lands, which included the jalkar of the 
R&ms&gar, but its endowments were resumed by 
Government. 

The building just described is on the south of the 
road, and on the north side, in front of it, is an 
open space, in which is the “Dol Mandir,” where 
the swinging festival at the full moon of Phalgun 
(the Dol Jdtrd) is held. This is a building' of 
Sit&rAm’s time. The form of the building is that 
of a magnified sentry-box, a pointed arched roof, 
supported upon four columns placed square; these 
again elevated upon a pedestal of three tiers. 

Close to the temple there are three buildings, the Pun¬ 
ya Garh on the north, the cutcherry of Pargand 
Nalda on the south, and the jail. 


Along the western side of this cutcherry and jail 
extends a tank, at the further side of which are the 
ruins of Sitaram’s own house. The tank runs up 
close to the house, and a wall, the foundations of 
which are still easily traceable, ran round the tank 
on the east and north sides, enclosing it so as to be 
within Sitaram’s private enclosure. This tank was 
used as a treasure-room. The wealth that Sitdram 
accumulated was thrown in here until it was 
wanted. It is said that great wealth even now 
remains buried at the bottom, of the tank beneath 
the grassy jungle whioh now fills it. 

Sitdram’s own house is unapproachable for the density 
of the jungle, which has been allowed to spread over 
almost the whole quadrangle. 

The main entrance to this fort is designated Singh 
Darwazd or Lion Gate whioh admitted to Sitdram’s 
private buildings. 

The Lion Gate leads to a little courtyard, with 
three buildings, one on each side, not much lars-er 
than ordinary native huts, hut built of bricks. That 
facing the gate is the malkhana, or treasure-room 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

... - 

7 


8 

9 


' 






■ ■: 


The Baja of Natore is in pos¬ 
session. It is in charge of 
the Raja’s Naib. The service 
is still carried on from the 
profits of certain rent-free 
lands, and is managed by the 
same person who looks after 
the services in Sitaram’s old 
temple. The idol is daily 
worshipped. 

In in possession of the Natore 
Rdj&. The Mandir is still 
used for the performance of 
Dol-jatr& puja every year, 
and is in charge of the Naib. 


The building is still in good 
order. 


iii 


The building is still in good 
order, the plaster work being 
occasionally repaired. The 
plinth needs repair. 


The B&ja of N&tore is in pos¬ 
session. 


Ditto 


ditto 


Within the Naldi zamindari 
the Paikp&ra Estate. 


of 


Is in good order, having been re¬ 
excavated some years ago. 


Is in utter ruins and overgrown 
with dense jungle. 


This gate was once a large 
struoture, but now only the 
arch of it remains. The top 
of the arch is in the shape of 
one-half of a dome, the hollow 
side faoing outwards. 


ii b 


For description of the archaeo¬ 
logical objects at Muharn- 
madpur, see pages 212-216 of 
Hunter’s Statistical Aocount 
of the Jessore distrioh 


iifi 


ii& 


iii 
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(5) JESSORE 


Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or 

tradition regarding the monument. 


3 

4 

5 





District. 


Jessore 


Muhammad pur. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Temple of Siva 


Temple of Kali 


of Sit6r&m, and that on the left side is the guard¬ 
house, These two buildings were used for these 
purposes by the Rajas of Store, when after 
Sit&ram’s time they obtained the zamindarl When 
however, their zamindari of Naldi was sold up (about 
1800), the purchasers forcibly expelled the N&tore 
people from these houses, and they, obliged to erect a 
treasure-room for themselves, built the little one on 
the right-hand side. 

Adjoining the gate on the north, is the Punya Garb, 
that is, the place where the first collections of the 
year were made, a half religious ceremony is per¬ 
formed about AshSdha (June-July) in each year at 
the principal collecting places of the zamindari. 

Just south of the treasure-room there is a small 
gateway coming down from Sit&r&m’s time, which 
leads to a small courtyard at the back of the 
treasure-room. The building facing the gateway 
on the west is a common Siva Maiidir (place of 
worshipof Siva) erected by the NStore RSjls. It is 
much in the shape of a native hut with its bent 
roof and verandah in front, opening outward by 
three arohes. 

Close to the Siva Mandir, on the west, there is 
another courtyard, the west and south sides of which 
are closed by the Toshakbin6, a long shed, fronted 
with arches, in which in Sit/Mm's time all the 
vessels were kept which had anything to do with 
the temple service, and probably profane vessels also. 

On the north, on the bank of the treasure tank, there 
is the Temple of Kill, the smallest and the oldest 
of Sitar&m’s three temples. In shape it resembles 
the newer structure just described—a masonry erec¬ 
tion in the shape and size of a native hut, with a 
verandah in front. The deity worshipped here 
is a small idol, and is called Dai^abhujS, i the ten¬ 
armed/ an epithet of the goddess Kill The temple 
once bore an inscription, whioh has either been 
stolen, or, more likely, lies among the dSbris of 
the broken arches. The inscription, which was in 
Sanskrit, ran thus:— 

Mahabhuja, rasa, kshanni, Sake Da^abhujSlay am. 
AkSra Sri Siiir&ma r&yena Mandiram. 

“In the year of the era called Sab, earth-arms— 
tastes-earth, this temple, the abode of Da&abhujS, 
was built by SitSrSma RSya ” 

[The date here requires some explanation. The Sab 
era commenced in 78 AJ). The date is given in 
a sort of enigmatical manner, by the words earth- 
arms, tastes-earth., and the plan of their enigma is 
thus explained 

“ Earth ” stands for one, for there is only one earth. 
cc Arms ” means two, for every one has two arms. 
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(5) JESSORE 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding tlio monument. 


Jessore 


Muhammadpur. 


Temple of 
Lakshmi Na- 
rdyan. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Temple 

Krishna, 


of 


u Tastes—” Hindus enumerate six tastes: they are 
pungent, sour, saline, hitter, acid and sweet. 
u Earthy” as above, represents one. 

The date is therefore 1 and 2 and 6 and 1, or as we 
write it, with the largest denomination first, 1621. 
This year began in April 1699.] 

The temple of Lakshmi N&rayan is an octagonal 
structure with two storeys, having a flat roof, and 
has no pretensions to architectural form or beauty. 
In the upper storey the god reposes at night, and 
for the day he is brought down to the lower storey, 
where he remains upon a couch. In front of him 
and upon the same couoh are two little idols, three 
or four inches high, Govind. and Lakslimi, who are 
probably his attendants. 


It is agreed by everybody that Lakshmi Narfiyan 
(whioh is very like an ordinary round-shaped stone) 
was found by Sitaram under ground. 

There was a dedicatory stone upon this temple 
which has been either stolen or lost. The in¬ 
scription on it as furnished by the Superintendent 
of the Temples, ran thus: 

Lakshmi, N£rayaan, Sityai Tark, Akshi, Rasa, 
Bhh, Sake, Nirmitan-pitri, punya, Artham Sita- 
rameiia Mancliram. 

ci For the abode of Lakshmi Narayan in the year of 
Sak, logic-eye-taste-earth, this temple was built by 
Sitaram for the sake of the beatitude of his father.” 

[The date is thus read— 

“ Logic.”—There are six systems of logic. 

u Eye.”—Eyes always go by twos. 

u Taste.”—As explained above, there are six tastes. 

u Earth.”—As shown above, stands for one . 

Reading this with the last figure, the thousands 
first as we do in English, we have the date 1626 
of the Sak era, which commenced in April 1704.] 

Beyond the limits of the quadrangle in the forest lies 
the village KdnMydnagar. Buried amid its trees 
and houses is a square of temples built by Sitardm, 
one of them, the temple of Krishna, being the 
finest building of the sort in the district. This 
building is on the west side of the square, and 
therefore fronting east. It is a square buildings 
with a tower, surmounted by a painted dome, rising 
out of the middle of it. This tower is as high 
again as the building, and is composed merely of 
the cupola and the painted arches which support 
it. The front of the temple shows a face gradually 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for . 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In the possession of the Natore 
Raja. Daily worship of th( 
idol is performed. 

In good condition 
y 

1 

ii6 


Ditto ditto .. 

, The whole temple is raised on a 
pedestal, whose floor is some 
three feet above the soil; and the 
temple and pedestal surrounding 
are still in very good order, 
though signs of decay are show- 
ing themselves. The temple 
is in good order, excepting a 
few jungle plants growing upon 
the top of the temple, and there 
are also signs of cracks visible 
on the top of the temple. 
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(5) -JESSORE 


No. 

District, 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

------- 1&BU 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


feipiiS 


MRMM^ 

If I 

rising from the sides to the middle, and flanked by 
two towers which rise rather higher than the roof. 
The towers to the front present a face showing 
three arches of the pointed form, one above the 
other, supporting a pointed dome. 

The top of the front faoe is, as already stated, in 
the form of the arc of a circle, higher in the 
middle than at the sides. Beneath the top line, 
and parallel with it, two bands of ornamented 
tracery axe carried across the face, and between 
them a series of little sculptured squares, about 
20 in all. The top line is also itself ornamented, 
and with the two bands notioed, occupies about a 
quarter of the height of the front. Beneath these 
the face is divided into five equally broad portions. 
The two outer parts contain each three perpendicular 
bands of ornamental traoery with two lines of 
little sculptured squares between them. The other 
three parts contain doorways, of which the centre 
one is higher than the other two. In outline they 
are of the pointed-arch form, but instead of having 
their sides simple lines, they are waved, so as to 
be a succession of semi-circles. Above each of the 
doorways is a large square of equal breadth with 
the doorway, containing a device which at first 
sight looks remarkably like the “ lion and unioorn 
fighting for the crown.” It is, however, intended 
to represent two lions supporting a chalice. The 
spaces between the sides of the arohes and the 
squares above the doorways are also ornamented. 

The whole face of the building, therefore, and partly 
also of the towers, is one mass of tracery and 
figured ornament. The sculptured squares, above 
referred to, of which there must be about fifty on 
this front face, represent each an. episode in 
Krishna's life. The figures in them, as well as all 
the rest of the ornament, are done in relief on the 
brickwork of the building, the bricks being sculp¬ 
tured either before or after burning. The figures 
are very well done, and the tracery is all perfectly 
regular, having none of the slipshod style which 
too often characterizes native art in these districts. 

The sides of the building present much the same 
appearance as the front, but, instead of three 
doorways and two spaces, they have five doorways: 
within the doorways, both in front and at the 
sides, is a verandah, and the entrance to the temple 
is from this verandah, the image of Krishna being 
inside. 

On the top of the lowest aroh of the tower a small 
round stone, twelve or eighteen inches in diameter, 
is let into the face of the brickwork. It bears a 
dedicatory inscription written in the Sanskrit lan¬ 
guage with Bengali letters, which, though fairly 
formed, are somewhat huddled together, and are not 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
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(5) JESSORE 


No. 

District. 

Looality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

ij ; 

3 

4 

5 

70 

Jessore 

Muhammadpur,., 

i 

& 1 
i 

I 

Temple of 

1’ixlaiim. 

very easily read. The inscription, which is written 
in lour lines of Prakriti metre, i.8 as follows:— 
Yana, dwandre, anga ehandre pariganita 6ake 
Krishna, tosh, abhilashi—Srimad, visv6sa, bhash, 
udbhaba, Kula, kamale, bhasaka Bbauntulyah— 
Ajasram Sauda, ynkte ruchira, ruehi, Hare Krishna, 
geham vichitram-Sri, Sltarama R&ya jadupati nagare 
bhaktiman, utsasarjja. 

“ In the year of Sak, counted hy arrow-pair-limb- 
moon, desirous of gratifying Krishna, Sit&r&ma 
Raya, who is like a resplendent sun on the lotus 
of the family, to which attaohes the great name 
of Bisvds (that is, who oast—a lustre on the great 
Bisvas family, to which Sitarfim belonged, as the 
sun casts a lustre on the lotus), erected in his devo¬ 
tion this splendid house of Krishna, within Jadu- 
patinagar, a city filled with, innumerable mansions, 
and so beautiful (that it) deprives of beauty that 
which is beautiful.” 

* 

Jadupati and K&nbiya are both synonyms for Krish-r 
na. Jadupatimgar is accordingly made, for metrical 
reasons, to do service for K&nhdy&nagar, the name 
of the village within which this temple is situated. 
Sitdrim apparently considered that the many 
buildings which he had erected within his quadrangle 
were within the limits of the village Kanhayanagar, 
and therefore refers to the village as “filled With 
innumerable mansions.” 

[The date remains to be explained :— 

“ Arrow ” refers to the .five arrows of Cupid. 

“ Pair ” of course stands for two . 

“ Limb ”—The Hindu enumerates six limbs. 

“Moon”— Gf course there is only one moon. 

The year therefore is 1625 Sak, which began in 
April 1703.] 

The building which looks into the same square, 
facing southward, is a temple of Balaram. It has 
no architectural pretensions, being in the shape 
of two native huts placed along each other, the 
front one being a verandah opening in front with 
three arches, and the one further back being the 
abode of Balarim. 

The building on the east side of the square, and 
facing west, is a much finer one than the last, 
though not nearly so good as the temple of Krishna. 

Its frontage shows three doors, the centre one being 
higher than the other two, and all being of the 
pointed arch shape. They are each surmounted bv 
a square containing, in relief, the same device whicn 
is seen in the finest structure, namely, two lions 
and a cup. The top of this building is in the three 
domes, all of the pointed form and finished off with 
pinnacles, and the central dome is higher than the 
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(5) JESSOEE 


District, 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


Jeesore 


Mirzanagar (Tri- 
mohini.) 


Palace 


Ditto 


Ditto 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Fort ruins .. 


two side ones; it is hoth higher in position (as the 
frontage of the building rises towards the centre), 
and it is larger in form. Between the doors and 
across the top of the face there is a good deal of 
tracery work executed in relief in the brickwork. 

An octagonal building closes the square on the south. 
It was the place for keeping the vessels which 
belonged to the service of the idols. It is said they 
were very fine vessels, bnt one of the zamindars, 
who had control over them, considered he could 
make them more useful in his own service, and stole 
them. 

The remains of this old palace lie half a mile from 
Trimohini, along the road which now connects that 
place with Kesabpur. 

The building is composed of two square courtyards 
separated by a high wall, and on the north of the 
northern one and on the south of the southern one 
there are similar high walls. On the eastern side 
of both the squares is a double row of little arched 
dwellings, which seem rather to be built in the 
inside of a massive wall than to be^ constructed 
with reference to convenience of dwelling. These 
were apparently the retainers’ houses, and the only 
entrance to the courtyards is through them. 


On the northern side of the northern square is a 
threo-doined structure, which was the residence 
proper. The masonry is dilapidated, but the 
domed roof still remains. In front of this, and 
within the courtyard, is a large masonry reservoir 
whioh is said to have been a bath. The water was 
brought in by being pumped over the top of what 
has been termed the retainers’ houses, and could 
be discharged by a subterranean channel. The 
source of the water was the river Bh&dra, which 
though now closed, was, at the time when these 
buildings were occupied, a flowing river and flowed 
close beside them. 


The southern court-yard shows only a few Mussul¬ 
man tombs, and there are some tombs outside the 
building also. 

About a mile due south of this is what is called the 
Killabari or fort. It is a large area raised some 
eight or ten feet by earth excavated in all probability 
from a long and wide trench called the Motijhil, 
which bounds it on the south. This raised area was 
at one time, it is said, surrounded by a wall ot 
which no traces now remain. Its length is east and 
west, and the principal entrance to it was upon the 
east. 
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Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation, 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


Not in the custody of any one 


Not in good state; overgrown 
with jungle. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


in See page 208 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Jessore district. 


m 


Ditto 


ditto. 
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(5) JESSOBE 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


The entrance appears to have been fortified, for there 
used to be three cannons lying here, one of whioh 
is still lying in a field close by. 

Close outside the entrance is a low range of brick- 
built dark chambers, said to have been the prison- 
house. Two of the chambers have small wells in 
them, and on the outside of the building there is 
a large and deep well. Into these, it is said, 
malefactors were cast, and the inside was smoothly 
plastered over, so that there might he no chance of 
the victims climbing up. 


(6) KHULNA 


73 


Khulna 


Bagerhdt 


The “ 64th 
G u m b a z ” 
mosque. 


This is the largest of Khanja Ali’s buildings, situated 
about six miles in a westerly direction from 
Bagerhat It presents to the east a face of massive 
brickwork, ending at both sides with circular towers. 
In the centre is a large doorway, and at each side 
of this doorway, arranged at equal distances, are 
five smaller ones : in all eleven doorways, all being 
of the pointed arch form. Above the doorways, the 
face of the wall is a little deeper than it is in the 
intervals, and the wall is dotted with ciroles by 
way of ornament. The doorways lead to a large 
hall, 144 by 96 feet. The pillars, of whioh (there 
are 10 rows of six each), divide the space into 11 
aisles lengthwise and 7 aisles crosswise. The 11 
doorways are opposite the aisles. The central aisle, 
that which is entered by the large doorway men¬ 
tioned above, is, however, closed at the western end 
by a wall of stone. This was the place of prayer, 
the people of course worshipping faoing the west. 
On the north side of the central aisle are the remains 
of two small platforms of briok; one near the stone 
prayer nicho, which was for the worshippers, and 
one near the doorway, the place where it is said 
Khanja Ali sat to'transact his business; for this 
large hall was both a place of business and a .place 
of "worship; and even the altar served wordly pur¬ 
poses, for two holes are shown in it where Khanja 
Ali kept his boxes of money. 

The roof is composed of 77 cupolas or domes (11 
rows of seven), supported by arches on the pillars 
beneath. It is all very massive, hut the pillars are 
nevertheless very thin, not more than 1£ or Ik feet 
square, but one is 2| feet square and one of the 
brick-pillars is 2| feet square. The pillars were 
apparently originally built of grey stone. Each 
pillar shows two or three of these grey stones 
placed one above the other, and ent quite smooth ; 
and about eight feet from the ground, where the 
arch springs which supports the cupola above, 
there is a sort of capital. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
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conservation. 

Classifi¬ 
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7 

8 
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# 

DISTRICT. 





None, There are some fakirs, 
but they do nothing except 
eat the fruit of the garden 
and take what presents they 
can get from the -visitors. 

The old dilapidated building 
known as the Sath Gurnbaz 
situated about miles to 

the south of Bagerhat in the 
district of Khulna consists of a 
masonry structure, 160 feet 
long from north to south, and 
105 feet broad from east to 
west. It contains 77 brick 
vaults, springing up from 60 
stone posts of average diameter 
r 4" each, and abutting at 
the extreme ends on 4 masonry 
wails 8' 3" thick all round. 
Almost all the vaults close to 
the wall have been seriously 
damaged, four of them have 
been opened out at the top, and 
24 broken near the supporting 
arches. The entire roof is 
covered with a thick jungle, 
the roots of which have gone 
deep into the arches and vaults, 
thereby damaging them more 
or less. Big trees of the 
species Ficus Eeligiosa have 
grown over the walls, and the 
roots have penetrated almost 
half their thickness. The 
people of the locality, for the 
sake of fuel cut down these 
trees and jungle almost every 
year in winter and summer 
which only serves to make them 
throw out their roots abun¬ 
dantly in all directions, with 
renewed vigour. On the roof, 
stems of old trees, about a foot 
or so in height, are seen having 
their roots deep in the masonry 
arches, but bearing small twigs, 

i a 

j 

For a description of the ob¬ 
jects of interest in the Bager- 
h&t subdivision, see pages 
228 to 231 of Hunter's Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Jes- 
Bore district. 
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(6) KHULNA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


74 


Khulna 


Bagerhat 


75 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Tomb of Khan- 
ja Ali. 


Tomb of Plr Ali 


At the four corners of the buildings, four small towers 
rise a little above the roof. The two which are on 
the front are asoended by winding staircases from, 
the inside of the building, one of them being called 
the andhar kuthi (dark building), and one, the 
roshan kutM (light building). 

The inside is kept clean by an old man, who gets a 
few pice from the pilgrims who travel to the place. 
During the meld or fair held every year in honour 
of Khanja Ali, it is used as a dwelling-place by 
many hundreds of the visitors, who can find 
abundant accommodation within. 

There are traces of a large wall which once sur¬ 
rounded the whole building, and the enclosure 
within which it stands is even now entered by the 
ancient archway which formed part of this wall. 

i 

This tomb is situated within the quadrangle wbioh 
contains the whole of Khanja All’s buildings. The 
structure appears square on the outside, but 
octagonal inside, and the roof of it is one large 
hemispherical dome with an ornamental pinnacle 
standing out at the top. The dimensions of the 
building are 45 feet square (this being therefore 
the diameter of the dome), and it is 47 feet to the 
top of the dome. 


Khanja All’s tomb occupies the centre of the build¬ 
ing, and it is marked by a tombstone, five or six feet 
long, having a rounded top, laid upon three steps. 
The stone is covered with Arabic inscriptions in 
relief, and the horizontal face of the two highest 
steps (which are also of stone) bear similar inscrip¬ 
tions. The lowest step and the floor of the hall 
are laid with hexagonal encaustic tiles, but the 
floor is very much broken up. 

The stone used in the construction of the tomb is 
tho same grey stone which is used in the pillars 
of the “ Sath Gumbaz.” There is no such stone to 
be found in all the Gangotic delta, and the tradi¬ 
tion is that Khanja Ali had it brought from 
Chittagong. But it is not clear whence the masons 
came who fashioned and engraved it. 

He died in A. D- 1459. 

Immediately on the west side of the above tomb, 
and outside it, there is another tomb, lying, like 
Khanja Ali’s, north and south, fashioned exactly 
similarly but bearing no inscriptions. It is a 
cenotaph, and can be entered by a door leading 
beneath the tombstone; it is said that there were 
inscriptions inside. This tomb is that of Muhammad 
Tahir, the dewan of Khanja Ali., He is known in 
Bengal by the name of Pir Ali, and was a Brahman 
who had adopted the Musulman religion. His 
zeal for religion is celebrated to the present day, 
and he gives his name to a certain sect of Hindus. 
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wliioil have recently grown 
after having been cut by the 
villagers. 



In charge of fakirs who keep it 
clear, hut do not repair it. 

Pair preservation, hut the sur¬ 
roundings are jungly. 

ii b 


Ditto 

All these buildings are in good 
repair, except the surface. They 
are in charge of two fakirs, who 
keep up the worship at the 
mosque. 

iib 
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No. 
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Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding tlie monument. 


76 


Khulna .. 


Masjidkar 


Mosque of 
Khanja Ali. 


The mosque and these two tombs are all that is 
within the quadrangle; but just west of it, and 
within the outer enclosure, is another building 
similar in structure to the mosque, but smaller in 
dimensions. It is said to have been used by 
Khanja Ali, when he dwelt here, as the cook¬ 
house. 

The two fakirs, who are in charge of all these 
buildings, claim descent from Khanja Ali, though 
they cannot trace it. They have, however, rights 
in the plaoe, as they hold about 368 bighas of 
lakhiraj land, appropriated to the service of the 
place, under a grant of very ancient date. The 
tomb is also a favourite place of pilgrimage for 
devout Muhammadans, and people come from a 
long distance to make them vows at Khanja All’s 
shrine. 

The buildings described, though the most complete, 
are by no means the only remains of Khanja Ali 
to he found in this place. Tor two or three miles 
round about, the country, is full of ruins of old 
mosques, some of them similar in structure to the 
mosque of the tomb, some simpler. The people 
who reside near them say that there are in all 860 
mosques and 360 tanks, and that they were oalled 
by the names of Khanja Ali’s leading men— 
Bakhtiyar Khan, Ikhtiyar Khan, Alam . Khan, 
Saadut Khan, Ahmad Kirin, Daria Khdn, and 
so forth. 

When, in the extension of cultivation. into the Sun- 
darban forest, some people were clearing the jungle 
along the banks of the Kobadak river, at a point 
about six miles south of Chrindkhlli they came 
upon an ancient mosque, close by the river-bank, 
and they oalled the village by the name of 
‘Masjidkar,’ the digging out a mosque. 

The building thus found proclaims at the first glanoe 
that it owes its origin to the same hand which 
built the ‘Sdth Gmnbaz.’ The principle of the 
structure is the same, only instead of a breadth 
of eleven domes and a depth of seven, we have 
here a breadth and depth of three domes only. 

There are the same massive walls, for they are about 
six feet thick, a large central doorway is beneath 
the middle dome on each side, and two smaller 
doorways on each face, one on each side of the 
central one. But the building itself appears to the 
eye so massive a structure that the doorwayB seem 
dwarfed out of all proportion to the size of the 
face. As in the ‘ Sath Gumhaz,’ so here also, 
there are four towers at the four corners of the 
building, hut none of them appear to have stairs, 
aud the walls show in several places the same 
little circlets traced on the face of the brick 
which are used to ornament the larger structure 
near Bagerhat. 
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7 

8 

9 


Hone 


The building is clean in the 
inside, and is all in very good 
order. The tops of the corner 
towers have fallen away, but 
the rest of the masonry looks 
as if it would stand for ages. 
The roof, too, is kept dean, 
no jungle being allowed to 
grow, except a little grass, and 
thus we see not only the forms 
of the nine domes, but the 
tracery work along the upper 
edge of the four faces 


n 


See page 226 of Hunter’s 
Statistical account of the 
Jessore district. 
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History or tradition regarding the monument. 


77 


78 


79 


80 


Khulna 


Do. 


Amadi 


Do. 


Do. 


Isvaripur, police- 
station Kali- 
gunge, subdivi¬ 
sion S&tkhira. 


Tombs of Bura 
Khan and 
Fatah Khan. 


Tombs 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Baradv&ri 


Tengah Mosque 


Inside we find, of ootirso,only four pillars supporting 
the roof, one at each of the four interior depending 
cusps of the arches which support the nine domes. 
The west, or rather the north-west, side has . no 
doorways like the other three sides; but looking 
from the inside we find, at the places where the 
doorways should be, three mehraba, or niohes, the 
places towards which prayer was made. As in 
most of these ancient buildings, the middle of 
each face stands higher than the sides. The pillars 
are made of stone, though they do not rise with 
that regularity with which the pillars of the ‘ Sath 
Gumbaz,’ are arranged. Most of the stones are 
of the same kind of grey stone as were used in 
tho ‘Sath Gumbaz,’ but there ore one or two of a 
redder colour, and one or two speckled stones 
among them. 


Less than a mile down the stream (Kobadak), and 
on the same side of it, is the village of Amadi, 
where there ore other relics of Khan]a Ali. Close 
on the river-hank are two tombs placed lengthways, 
north and south; they are said to he the tombs of 
Bura Khan and Fatah Khan, father and son, fol¬ 
lowers of Khanja Ali. The tombs are no doubt 
ancient, but at first sight they would not seem 
to be more than 400 years old. 


The tradition about these tombs is as follows. E&ja 
Prat&pklitya of Jessore having declared himself in¬ 
dependent of the authority of the Emperor of 
Delhi, the Emperor Jahangir successively sent 12 
Ororas with large armies to subdue him, but 
Pratapaditya defeated them all in battle. After¬ 
wards when Baj& Miin Singh, the Hindu General 
of the Emperor, defeated Prat&p&ditya and took 
him prisoner, he erected these three tombs in 
memory of the 12 deceased Amirs. 

Some portion of the walls of what once was a large 
building with 12 entrance gates, _ (b&radvari). It 
is said to have been erected by Baja Protap Aditya, 
the last King of S&gar Island. 

A habshikhana or jail erected by the same Baja 
does not appear to have been really a jail. It was 
more probably a hdmdmkhdnd or bathing place of 
some Nawab "with a well in the building .for the 
supply of water. It resembles another h&ni&mkhdna 
still standing at J&h&jgh&ta, some six miles from 
Isvaripur. 

A building said to be a mosque erected by the same 
R&jd. The Muhammadans call it a mosque. The 
Hindus say that it is a house where Eaja Man 
Singh lived. 
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Present state of preservation 
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BeMAKIkS. 


None 


The northern tomb is on the hank 
of the river and was reported to 
be on the verge of falling in 24 
years’ ago, but it seems to be 
still in the same condition. The 
tombs .were once cemented, but 
nearly all the eement has worn 
off, and they have now the 
appearance of ordinary brick 
tombs only. Important on 
account of their undoubted age. 


Nil 


Overgrown with jungle 


ni 


A full description of this 
will be found on pages 12-17 
of Westland’s History of 
Jessore. 


11 a 


Nil 


Not very ruinous 




See page 118 of Hunter’s 
Statistical account of the 
24-Parganas district. 































(6) KHULNA 


Looality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Isvaripur, police- 
station Kalj- 
gunge, subdivi¬ 
sion S&tkhira. 


Param&nandakati 
in Satkliira sub¬ 
division. 


Gopalpur, th&ni 

KMfi ‘ 


gaDj. 


Tombs 


Temple of 
Gobinda. 


Ditto 


Tank 


The Bara Omrar Gar, or the tomb of 12 sepoys. 
After the Baja of S&gar was dethroned, these 12 
sepoys, who were his favourite servants, fought 
among themselves and were killed. Their dead 
bodies were afterwards collected by the Raja and 
buried in this tomb. 


It was erected by Raj& Pratap 
Gobindaji. 


Aditya for Thakur 


It is one of the four temples said to have been erect¬ 
ed by Mahara ja Pratap Aditya for the idol Gobinda 
Dev. The idol, it is alleged, was brought by him 
from Puri. 


Of the four temples, only one now exists. The 
temples stood at right angles to one another, having 
a rectangular space inside them. Those on the 
southern, western, and northern side have fallen 
down and are now a heap of ruins. Some of the 
old inhabitants of village Gopalpur have seen the 
temples which were on the southern and western 
sides. The one on the eastern side now stands. 


All the temples were built on the same plan, and the 
one whioh now exists was two-storied. The upper 
storey has fallen down, and it cannot he ascertained 
whether the top was square _ or in the form of 
a dome. The lower storey is in the form of an ob¬ 
long having the staircase inside it. The idol used 
to remain in the upper storey. No inscription 
exists. The walls are engraved with images of 
Hindu gods and goddesses of fine workmanship. 


There was a Dol-Mandir in front of the temples 
which has also fallen down. 


The temples stood on the right bank of the river 
Jamuna whioh has dried up. The site is at a 
distance of only three miles from Jessore, or Iswari- 
pur, whioh was the capital of Maharaja Prat&p 
Aditya. 


At a distanoo of about eight or ten rasis from the 
temple is a big tank, about .100 bighas in area, 
which, according to tradition, was dug by 
MaMraji Pratap Aditya. It was a magnificent 
reservoir at one time, hut at present it is overgrown 
with weeds and thorns. 
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DISTRICT —continued. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


Nil 


Do. 


Village Q-opdlpur is now within 
the ganti of Dr* Satischandra 
Mukerji, m.d m of Calcutta, in 
pargand Dhulidpur, of which 
iCailds Chandra Pal Ohow- 
dhury is the zamindar. The 
idol was removed from it more 
than a hundred years ago. It 
is now at the house of Kamal 
Naraydn Adhikari, of Raipur, 
or Kaliganj, whose family 
is the hereditary worshipper 
of the idol. Every year the 
idol is taken to Nunmagore, 
at the time of the Dol festival, 
in the month of February. 

The descendants of Mahdrdjd 
Pratap Aditya now reside 
there* 


Jungly. This is merely a mound 
and practically requires no at¬ 
tention. 


Fair order. In the middle of 
fields: no jungle. 


The temple is overgrown with big 
trees, and is in a very dilapida¬ 
ted condition. It is now the 
haunt of small bats and wild 

pigs- 


111 


n 


lib 



































(6) KHTJLNA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument., 


84 


Khulna 


Damrail, tham'i 
K&liganj. 


Na v a r a t n a 


The Navaratna stands in the midst of paddy-fields 
near village Dam rail, on the left bank of the river 
XaHndh It is within the jurisdiction of police- 
station Kaliganj of the $fitkhir& subdivision. 

The Navaratna consists of a circular room in the 
centre, the vault over which carries the highest 
pinnacle. On the four corners of the room 
there are four side rooms, which are enclosed 
within four outer walls. The four inner walls run 
parallel to the four outer ones and separate the 
central room from the side rooms. Over each of 
the four corners of the inner and outer walls there 
was a pinnacle which with the one over the vault 
made up the nine ohurras. The outer walls are 
engraved with figures of Hindu gods and goddesses 
of excellent workmanship. On the western wall 
there was an inscription which on account of the 
ravages done by time can be read now with great 
difficulty. The inscription is as follows 


cur mi&s 

vt c|p|ur” 


After the word “ J 

not be made out. 


what followed can- 


The Navaratna is said to have been built by E&j& 
Vikrama Aditya, the father of Mah&raja Prat6p 
Aditya. Vikram Aditya was the founder of the 
family, and he lived during the reign of the Emperor 
Akbar. The exact date cannot be ascertained, but 
it seems that the Navaratna was erected some 
time during the third quarter of the sixteenth 
century. As the inscription cannot be read 
throughout no reliable conclusion can be drawn 
from it as regards the date of ereotion. 

There is no idol within the Navaratna, and it seems 
that there never was any image within it. It 
appears that the Navaratna was never dedicated to 
a god or goddess. If such was the case, some story 
must have been handed down by tradition, tnd the 

E resent descendants of Protap Aditya would have 
nown something about it. It was built for a dif¬ 
ferent object, via., as a shomaj mandir* Raja Yikram 
Aditya, who was a Minister of the Pathan King 
Daud Khan, when he established himself in Jessore, 
caused many Brahamans and Kaiyasthas of res¬ 
pectable family to be brought from various parts of 
Bengal, and made them settle near his capital. He 
established a shomaj or assembly for the guidance 
in social matters of his subjects and styled himself 
the head of that shomaj. The assembly consisted 
of nine men, who, like the nine sages in the Court 
of Maharaja Vikram Aditya, of Ujjain,. were 
called Navaratna , or nine gems, and it was in the 
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(6) KHULNA, 




No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition .regarding the monument; 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 ^ ' 



i 

p’l: | t'J ,^1 1' v ■ .yj ■ ‘[i 

! 

samdj niandir that they used to meet for consulta¬ 
tion. The Navaratna derived its name partly 
because it was the place of meeting of the nine ratnas 
and partly because it had nine ctdrds. At present 
in Bengal a temple haying nine oh Ms is called 
a Navaratna, and a temple having five chums, a 
Pancharatna. 

Near the Navaratna there are ruins of some other 
buildings, which, however, were of minor impor¬ 
tance. 
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DISTRICT-^c/a^rf. 



w$k ^ Jiftf 

Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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3. i&iireEfeltte 


CLASSIFI 

[See Government of India, Home Department 

I.—Those monuments which, from their present condition and historical or 

II.—Those monuments which it is now only possible or desirable to save 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like. 

III.—Those monuments which, from their advanced stage of decay or 

I. (a) and II (os).— Monuments in the possession or charge of Government 
conservation. 

I. (6) and II ( b ).—Monuments in the possession or charge of private 


(1) RAJSHAHI 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

Rajsh&hi ... 

Bagha 

Mosque 

Built about the year 1583A.D. This mosque was 
founded and is maintained out of an endowment of 
lands made by the Emperor Shahjehan, 

*■ 

2 

Ditto ... 

Kusumba, thuml 
Manda. 

Mosque of Sabar 
Etan. 

It is said to be 300 years old, built by Sabar Kh&n, 
by birth a Br&hman, who became a Muhammadan. 
The tradition is that he was a zamindar, and when 
kept a prisoner at Murshidab&d for some reason, ho 
attracted the notice of the Begam by his singing. 
She interceded for him with the Nawab, who 
released the man and sent the Begam away with 
him, first allowing them to take away as much as 
they oould help themselves to, from the Toshakhdnd 
in the spaoe of one prakar , and with this the masjid 
was built. 


(2) DINAJPUR 

. 





The P61 Kings, Buddhists, lived on the borders of 
Bogra and Din&jpur, and it is impossible to consider 
the antiquities of Dinajpur apart from those of 
Bogra. After the Pal Kings came the Sens, to 
whom are attributed the buildings from which the 
carved stones found in all parts of Bind] pur, Bogrd 
and M&ldd were taken. 

Din&ipur ... 

b V 

Chandera, Darail 
and Omaree. 

Palaces (forts) 

These remains of the palaces (forts) of the Pdl dynasty 
are visible at Chandera, Darail and Omaree, and 
connected with them there are some curious stone 
remains at the shrine of jogi Ghopi, corresponding 
with others preserved near tmnd Khytldl, in Bogrd. 






























oivisioisr. 


CATION. 

Resolution No. 3—168—83, dated 26tli November 1883.] 

archaeological value, ought to bo maintained in permanent good repair. 

from further decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve— 

or in respect of which Government must undertake the cost of all measures of 

bodies or individuals. 

DISTRICT. 


Custody or present use. 

- --- —i 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

It is in the custody of KhoncL- 
kar Tonsikul Isl&m, and is 
used as a mosque. 

1 

The mosque is kept in repair by 
the Khondkar from the pro¬ 
ceeds of the lands given by the 
King of Delhi. 

lib 

See page 36 ef Hunter’s Statis¬ 
tical Account of the Rajshahi 
district. 

Not in use 

The place is in a ruinous state, 
but is worth repairing towards 
which the people residing in 
the neighbourhood are prepared 
to contribute. 

iii 
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DISTRICT. 









































Q 


( 1S8 ) 





(2) niNA'JPXJB 

District 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

.. . , 1 j - g$ } : ’ Sf ofl 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

2 

8 

4 

l 

0 


Din&jpur 


Meongabari, than a 
PatnitolL 


The Buddal 
pillar. 


The following account of this pillar is taken from 
pages 131—141 of the Asiatick (sic.) Researches, 
Volume I. (London, 1806). 

An Inscription on a pillar near Buddal. Translated 
from the Sanskrit by Charles Wilkins, Esq. 

Some time in the month of November in the year 
1780,1 discovered, in the vicinity of the town of 
Buddal, near which the company have a factory, 
and which at that time was under my charge, a 
decapitated monumental column which at a little 
distance has very much the appearance of the trunk 
of a cocoa-nut tree broken off in the middle. It 
stands in a swamp overgrown with weeds, near a 
small temple dedicated to Hara-Gouri, whose image 
it contains. Upon my getting close enough to the 
monument to examine it, I took its dimensions 
and made a (hawing of it, and soon after a plate 
was engraved. 

It is formed of a single stone of a dirty grey 
complexion, and it has lost, by accident, a consider* 
able part of its original height. I was told upon 
the spot that it had, in the course of time, sunk 
considerably in the ground, but upon jny digging 
about the foundation, I found this was not the case. 
At a few feet above the ground is an inscription 
engraved in the stone, from which I took two 
reversed impressions with printer’s ink. I have 
lately been so fortunate as to decipher the charac¬ 
ter, and I have the honour to lay before the 
Society a transcript of the original in the modern 
writing, and a translation, and at the same time 
to exhibit the two impressions I took from the 
stone itself. The original character of this inscription 
is very different from the modem form, but it so 
much resembles that on the plate found by Colonel 
Watson, at Mongueer, that I am induced to conclude 
it to be a work of the same pedod. The language 
is Sanskrit, and the whole is comprised in twenty- 
eight metrical verses of various measures. 


Uth July 1785. 


Charles Wjxkins. 


Prosperity ! 


L—Vira Dev was of the Standilya race (a tribe of 
Brahmans still extant); from him was descended 
Pancb&l, of whose generation and of whom, was 
Garga born. 

II.—He another Sfakra (Indra, the lord of the 
Heavens, who is supposed to be the Guardian of 
the East) was ruler, out of one quarter, and had 
no authority in other regions. He, too, was defeated 
by Duitya (evil spirits. Indra is said to have lost 
his kingdom for a while, to the Asuras or evil 
spirits) chiefs; but being a virtuous prince, he 
became supreme over every country without re¬ 
serve, and his conduct was such that he laughed 
Vrikaspati (the tutor of the good spirits and the 
planet Jupiter) to scorn. 


fMWm 
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DISTRICT —continued 

l. 




Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservatior 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

1 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 

6 


7 


8 


9 


There are two servants here, one 
a Brahman who gets Its.. 7 a 
month, and another Hari on 
Es. 8 a month. The former 
worships the god and the latter 
does miscellaneous work. 
These men sre paid by zamin- 
dars BhaMni Prasad and 
Tarini Prasad Bhattdcbarjya 
of Patiram. 


The tank in which the pillar is 
situated is overgrown with 
aquatic plants. The pillar has 
been cracked; no one repairs it, 
and unless repairs are made 
soon, it will oollapso. It is 
known by the name Blum’s 
stiok. The zamindar will be 
called on to see that the pillar 
is looked after. 


ii b. 


See article on pages 160—167 
of Vol. II of Epigraphia 
Indica. 
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(2) DINAJPTJR 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


III.—IohohhA (Love, Desire) was his wife; and, like 
love, she was the mistress of his heart. She was 
admired for the native polity of her mind, and her 
beauty was like the light of the moon. 

IY.—In his countenance, which was like the flower 
of the waters (the lotus), were to be traced the 
lines of four sciences (arms, music, mechanics, 
physics). The three worlds were held in subjection 
by his hereditary high rank. 

From these two was descended a Brahman like 
Kamalayoni (Brahma), and he took unto himself 
the name of Sri Darbha-p&nk 

Y.—Whose country, extending to Reva-Janak 
(perhaps the Nerbudda) to the father of Grouri 
(the snowy mountains that part India from Tartary- 
Grouri, one of the names of the P&rvati, the con¬ 
sort of Siv), whose piles of rock reek with the juice 
exuding from the heads of intoxicated elephants, 
and whose snow-whito mountains are brightened 
by the sun’s rays; to the two oceans:—to that 
whence Aruna (the charioteer of tho sun, the 
Aurora of the Hindus) riseth from its bed, and to 
that wherein the sun sinketh in the west, the 
Prince Sri Dev Pal (if this be the prince 
mentioned in the copper plate found by Colonel 
Watson, he reigned at Monghyr above 1800 years 
ago) by his policy, rendered tributary. 

VI. —At whose gates (although the prospect, hidden 
by the dust arising from the multitude of inarching 
forces was rendered clear from the earth being 
watered by constant and abundant streams flowing 
from the heads of lustful elephants of various 
breeds), stood, scarce visible, amongst the vast 
concourse of nobles flocking to his standard from 
every quarter, Sri Dev Pal in expectation of his 
submission. 

VII. —Whose throne, that Prince (who was the 
image of Indra and the dust of whose feet was 
impressed with the diadems of sundry potentates), 
himself ascended with a flash of glory, although 
he had formerly been wont to offer him large sums 
of peetas (a square coin) bright as the lunar rays. 

VIII. —To him was born, of the Princess Sarkara, 
the Brahman Somesvar, who was like Som (the 
moon), the offspring of Atri, and a favourite of 
the most high. 

IX. —He adopted the manners of Dhanailjaya (one 
of the sons of P&ndu, commonly called Arjun), 
and did not exult over the ignorant and ill-favoured. 
He spent his riches amongst the needy. He 
neither vainly accepted adulation, nor uttered honey 
words. His attendants were attached by his 
bounty, and because of his vast talents, which the 
whole universe could not equal, he was the wonder 
of all good men. 

X. —Anxious for a home and an asylum, be took 
the hand of Rannfi (a princess of this name is also 
mentioned in Colonel Watson’s plate), a Princess 
of his own likeness, according to the law, even as 































DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remauks. 

6 

7 

8 
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(2) DINAJPUR 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


5 


giv, the hand of S'iva (S'iv& is the feminine of 
S'iv).—even as Hari the hand of Lakshmi. 

XI. From this pair proceeded into life, bursting 
forth like Guha (a name of Kartik) -with, a 
countenance of a golden hue, the fortunate^ Ivodara 
Misra, whose actions rendered him the favourite 
of heaven. The lofty diadem, which he had 
attained, shone with faultless splendour, kissing 
the vast circumference of the earth. His extensive 
power was hard to be limited, and he was 
renowned for boundless knowledge raised from his 
own internal source. 

XII. -The ocean of the four scienoes, which had been 
at a single draught drunk up, he brought forth 
again, and laughed at the power of Agastya (who 
is said to have drunk up the ocean). 

XIII—Trusting to his wisdom, the King of flour 
(the Kingdom of Gour anciently included all the 
countries which now form the kingdom of Bengal 
on this side the Brahmaputra, except Monghyr) 
for a long time enjoyed the country of the eradi¬ 
cated race of Utkal (Orissa) of the Hoons (Huns) 
of humbled pride, of the kings of Dravir (a 
country to the south of the Carnatic) and Gurjat 
(Goozerat), whose glory was reduced, and the 
universal sea-girt throne. 

XIV. —He considered his own acquired wealth the 
property of the needy, and his mind made no 
distinction between the friend and the foe. He was 
both afraid and ashamed of those offences, which 
condemn the soul to sink again into the ocean of 
mortal birth: and he despised the pleasures of 
this life, because he delighted in a supreme abode. 

XV. —To him, emblem of Vrihaspati (the 

preceptor of the good, spirits, and the planet Jupi¬ 
ter) and to his religious rites, the prince Sri S'dra 
P41. (who was a second Indra, and whose Boldiers 
were fond of wounds) went repeatedly; and that 
long and happy companion of the world, which is 
girt with several oceans as with a belt, was wont, 
with a soul purified at the fountain of faith, and 
his head humbly bowed down, to bear pure water 
before him. 

XVI. —Vanwd, of celestial birth, was his consort, 
with whom neither the fickle Lakshmi, nor Sati 
(the consort of $iv) constant to her lord, were to 
be compared. 

XVII—She, like another Devaki (the real mother 
of Krishna), bore unto him a son of high renown, 
who resembled the adopted of Yasodfi (the fester 
mother of Krishna) and husband of Lakshmi. 
(Rukminee, the consort of Krishna. She is 
here called Lakshmi, in compliance with the idea 
of her being a descent of that goddess.) 

XVIII.—This youth, byname S'ree Gourava Misra, 
was acquainted with all the constellations. . He 
resembled IUm, the son of JAmadagni (this is 
neither the conqueror of Ceylon, nor the brother of 
Krishna). He was another Rim. 
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(2) BINAJPUE 




No. 

District, 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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XIX. —His abilities were so great, that he was 
solicitous to discover the essenoe of things, where¬ 
fore he was greatly respected by the PrinceSri 
Narayan Pal. What other honour was necessary ? 

XX. — His policy (who was of no mean capacity, 
and of a reputation not to be conceived), following 
the sense of the Veds, was of boundless splendour, 
and, as it were, a descent of Dharma, the Genius 
of justice. It was regulated by the example of 
those who trust in the power of speeoh over things 
future, who stand upon the connexion of family, 
who are in the exeroise of paying due praise to the 
virtues of great men, and who believe in the purity 
of astrology. 

XXI. —In him was united a lovely pair, Lakshmi 
and Sarasvati, the Disposer of Fortune and the 
Goddess of Soienoe, who seemed to have forsaken 
their natural enmity, and to stand together 
pointing at friendship. 

XXII. —He laughed to scorn him who, in the 
assemblies of the learned, was intoxicated with the 
love of argument, and oonfounded him with pro¬ 
found and elegant discourses framed according 
to the doctrine of the S&stras; and he spared not 
the man who, because of his boundless power and 
riches, was overwhelmed with, the pride of victory 
over his enemy in the field, 

XXIII.—He had a womb, but it obstinately bore 
him no fruit. One like him can have no great 
relish for the enjoyments of life ! He never was 
blessed with that Giver of Delight, by obtaining 
which a man goeth unto another almoner (he had 
no issue to perform the sr&dh for the release of his 
soul from the bonds of sin. By another almoner 
is meant the Deity). 

XXIV. —He who was, as it were, another Valmiki 
(the first poet of the Hindus, and supposed author 
of the R&mayan), born in this dark age of impiety 
amongst a dreadful and a cruel race of mortals, 
was a devout man, who displayed the learning of 
the Veds in books of moral tales. 

XXV. —His profound and pleasing language, like 
Gafigfi, flowing in a triple course (he is supposed 
to have written in three languages), and constant 
stream, purifleth and delighteth. 

XXVI. —He, to whom and to those of whose 
generation, men were wont to resort as it were to 
Brahmd, waited so long in expectation of being a 
father, that at length he himself arrived at the 
state of a ohild. 

XXVII.—By him was recorded hereupon this 
lasting column, the superior beauty of whose shaft 
catoheth the eye of the beholder, whose aspiring 
height is as boundless as his own ideas, which is, 
as it were, a stake planted in the breast of Kali 
(time), and on whose top sits TArkshya (otherwise 
called Garur), the foe of serpents and favourite 
bird of Hari, the line of his own descent. 
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(2) DINAJPTJK 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Din&jpur ... 


Ditto 


Ditto 


One at Gop&lganj 
4 miles north, of 
Din&jpur, and 
another at Che- 
halghazi, on the 
hanks of the 
Purnabhaba, one 
mile south of 
Din&jpur. 


Hemtabad 


The Giants’ 
tombs. 


The mosque 
and tomb of 
Pir Bazar- 
ruddin. 


Gafig&r&mpur 


B&n Garh (Port) 


Tomb of Sultan 
Shah. 


XXVIII.—Garur, like his fame, having wandered 
to the extremity of the world, and descended even 
unto its foundation, was exalted here with a serpent 
in his mouth. 

This work was executed by the artist Yindu 
Bhndra. _______ 

The looal people of the present clay cannot tell by 
whom the pillar was constructed. Close to the 
pillar there is a Mandir in which statues of S'iva 
and goddess Gouri are worshipped. 

Traces of the Buddhist Kings are left ip, the Giants’ 
tombs, as well as in the tank of Mahip&l Dighx. 
The tombs are 50 or 60 feet long, and represent 
Buddha entering into the state of Nin&na ; hut 
they have been appropriated by the Muhammadans, 
and are worshipped as belonging to Muhammadan 
pirs. 

One of them, 57 feet long, at GopAlganj, four miles 
north of Din&jpur, is called ‘ Pir-i-chehel Ghazi,’ 
and there is another a mile south of Dinajpur, on 
the banks of the Pfirnabhaha. A small fair is held 
annually on the last Mohurrum day at Chehelghazi. 

The mosque, situated close to the tomb, is a lino one 
with two inscriptions still standing, and there are 
a number of Hindu earved pillars and stones about. 
The neighbourhood is full of brickwork, and it has 
been ascertained that these remains are those of the 
ancient Hindu city of Mahasu, whenoe the par- 
gana takes its name. There is a mound near, 
called Takht-i-Husain Shah, which appears to be 
the remains of a Buddhist stupa. There are 
several other mounds which have not yet been 
explored. The Muhammadans certainly used por¬ 
tions of Hindu buildings to build their own mos¬ 
ques, and excavation might throw light on the 
legends of Makes B&j&, preserved by Dr. Buoha- 
nan-Hamilton. 

The ruins of B&n. Garh occupy the east hank of the 
Pfirnabhaha, of which the quadrangular oitadel, 1,800 
feet by 1,500, is surrounded by a high rampart of 
bricks, and on the south and the east by a ditch and 
on its west face is a large projecting part, probably 
the outworks of a gate. In the oentre there is a 
large heap of bricks, said to have been the Raj&’s 
house, and on the east face is a gate, and a cause¬ 
way about 200 feet long, leading across the ditch 
into the city, which has been square, of above a 
mile in diameter, and has also been surrounded by a 
rampart of brick, and by a ditch. Towards its 
south-east corner is the tomb of Sult&n Shah, which 
contains many pillars and an entrance of the Hindu 
period. Near it are two celebrated pools, called 
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Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Has no custodian 


Ditto 


Exploration very desirable 


Ditto 


The tomb of the Pir is very 
much negleoted and badly re¬ 
quires repairs, but the Collector 
does not recommend expen¬ 
diture on the part of Government 
for its repairs, the mosque 
is in a state of very good pre¬ 
servation. 


xui 


m 


In ruins, cannot bo rebuilt or 
maintained. 


m 


See page 635 of Vol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 


See pages 659 to 665 of Yol. 
II of Martin’s Eastern India, 
and for sketch of entrance 
door and a pillar of Sultan 
Shah’s monument, see page 
662 of the same volume. 

See pages 95 to 100 of Vol. XV 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports in regard to the anti¬ 
quities at Gang&r&mpur and 
Devikot. 































(3) DINljPDR 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. ’ 

History or tradition regarding the 

raonuraeut. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 






Axnrita and Jivat. On the north-east corner of the 
city is a large heap of bricks, said to have been the 
ruins of a temple of Mahadeva, whom Bfm r&jah 
■worshipped here. There are other ruins in the j 
neighbourhood and on the other side of the IMh- j. 
mani Ban Grarh supplied materials to builders of 1 
Gaur and to the Rajas of Din&jpur. 

8 

Din&jpur ... 

Gangarampor ... 

Mosque and 

TombofMulla 
Atta-uddi n 
Shall. 

Dhole Light 
(Tank.) 

There are numerous inscriptions on the mosque and 
on the tomb, and they are*said to date from the end , 
of tho 14th or the 15th century. A fair is held 
annually here, called the Dahaldighi mel&, and j 
the tomb (at which a lamp is still kept burning) 
is much frequented as a place of worship. 

Attached to it is a tank called I)hol© .D%hl with its 
ghats composed of a flight of stone stairs. 

9 

Ditto 

Devikot or Burn- 
(luma. 

Tombs of Pir 
Havakhariand 
Pir Bahaudin. 

There are here three tanks and the shrines of two 
saints named Pir Havakhari and Pir Bahaudin. 
At one of these shrines there are four inscriptions, 
one of Kaikaus Shah, the earliest in Bengal, 
These deserve to be preserved. 

10 

Ditto ... 

Devikot 

. Tartan' Dighl, 
Dohal Dighi 
and K. a 1 a 
Dighi. 

Seven miles south from Dumduma is the largest j 
Dighi in the district, called Tapan, 4,700 ! j 
feet by 1,750, which was dug by B&n, 1 

the Asur . East of this tank is Khardaha, where he 
fought with Krishna. Dohal Dighi is another tank, 
4,000 feet by 1,000 feet, on the high hanks of which j 
are some ruins, which are evidently of the Hindu | 
period. The carved stones were brought here from j 
B^Umagar. KSla Dighi is another tank said to 
have been dug by Kalarani, the spouse of B&n 
R&jait is 4,000 feet by 800 feet. 

11 

Ditto ... 

Ekdala 

. Fort ruins ... 

This was a Muhammadan fort, where Ghyasuddin 
Shah and Sikandar Shah successively defied the 
power of Eeroz Shah, the Delhi Emperor, and 
which Hussain Shah afterwards turned into his 
royal residence. It is situated on the east bank 
of the Chiramati, west of Tambuli. The place is 
covered with jungle; but, as there is a shrine, it 
is believed there may be inscriptions somewhere 
about. The royal residence, probably that of Hus¬ 
sain Shah* the Kasaba and the Baherhata, or outer 
enclosure, have been traced here. A tank running 
north and south, much older than the Muhammadan 
ones, shows that it ocoupies an old Hindu site, 
Dhanjor, whence the pargana takes its name. 

12 

Ditto ... 

OomghM 

. Tomb of Ismail 
(xhazi. 

The remains of a very large frontier post and the 
tomb of Ismail Ghazi, a leader of the time of 
Barbak Shah are found here. 

13 

i 

Ditto ... 

Atrai 

. Tomb of Mahi 
Santosh. 

There are several tombs and shrines on the Atrai. 
The most noteworthy is that called Mahi Santosh, 
with two inscriptions of Barbak Shah. 

























DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi 

oation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In use and in the custody of 
Abid Hoseain Fakir of Bajib- 
pur. 

The walls of the Durgah are 
breaking down and are over¬ 
grown with trees. The gh&t 
is also going to ruins. 

ii b. 


Has no custodian 

Conservation and exploration 
very desirable, Copies of in¬ 
scriptions should he sent to the 
Government Epigraphist. 

iia. 


•••+*« 


ii b 

See pages 659 to 661 of Yol. 
II of Martin’s Eastern India. 

Ditto ... ... 

f 

;< 

Some fine tanks, the remains of 
a brick fort, and traces of many 
brick buildings still exist. Ex¬ 
ploration needed. 

iii. 


, f 

Ditto: *JT* »m 

Exploration needed; but the Col¬ 
lector does not recommend 
any expenditure for the preserv¬ 
ation of the tomb. 

in 


DlttO • tm. 

Exploration needed and inscrip¬ 
tions should be sent to the Go¬ 
vernment Epigraphist. Tomb 
not worth preserving. 

iii 
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■ (2) DINiJTUB 

No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


14 


15 


Din&jpur ... 


Ditto ... 


16 


Gop&lganj 


Ditto 


Mosque 


Temples of Pran 
Gop&l and 
K&s Mohan. 


Ditto 


K&ntanagar 


Temple of Kan- 
ta. 


This is very ancient, and has on it an inscription of 
Barbak Shah, A.D. 1365. 


There are two temples at Gopalganj, one -with 5 
and the other with 25 spires. Both these temples 
were built by Mah&r&j&.R&m Nath Roy, Bahadur, 
the smaller one in 1743 A.D. and the larger one 
in 1754 A.D. He placed the image of Pran Gop&l 
(from whom the place derived its name) in the 
former and that of Ras Mohanji in the latter. 
The place girj^ally became depopulated and 
overgrown with jungle until the growing incon¬ 
venience of worshipping the idols there came to 
be so keenly felt, that the idols were removed to the 
Mah&raja’s own house at Dinajpur, where they now 
are. The temple and some of-its spires were struck 
by lightning three times, and having, as stated above, 
ceased to be a place of worship, has now become 
almost a ruin. 


The temple with twenty-five spires is a beautiful and 
noble specimen of old architecture. Mr. Robinson 
a former Collector of Din&jpur, proposed in 1873 
to arrange for the repair and preservation of it, but 
the estimated cost (about Rs. 1,30,000) being prohi¬ 
bitive, the idea was abandoned. As the temples are 
no longer required as places of worship, the Mah.&« 
rajd has no objection to Government undertaking 
the task of their conservation. 


The temple at Yogighopa is the most elegant of all 
temples in the district of Dinajpur. The image is 
placed on the small altar seen through the door, and 
is covered by a dome. Although the building is 
of a considerable size and oost an immense sum 
(it is said 20,000/.), there is no apartment in it 
above 12 feet, and the stair is steep, perfectly dark, 
and will not admit a man to walk with both shoul¬ 
ders equally advanced. 


The building of this temple was commenced in 
1704 A.D. by Mah&raja Pran Nath Roy, 
BaMdur, and completed in 1722 A. D. by his son, 
Maharaja Rim Nath Roy, Bahadur. Mabiraji 
Rim Nath Roy, on his way back from Delhi, where 
he went on a visit to the Emperor, visited Brindi- 
ban, the holiest city of the Yaishnabs, and was so 
charmed with the beautiful image of Gobindjf 
at that place that he resolved to possess and remove 
it to Dinajpur by means fair or foul. The god 
Govindji appeared before him in a dream, and 
while advising him to desist from a sacrilegious 
design on bis person, offered him the means of 
getting possession of an equally beautiful image. 
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(2) DIN A J PU R 






No. 

Distriot. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History o: 

r tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

11 lr Jfv ' 1 ' 1 ' ■ 

s 




17 


18 


19 


20 


*f0WW 


Dindjpur 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Govindanagar or 
Tk&kurgram. 


Pirganj 


Birampur 


Jagadal 


Temple of Go- 
vinda. 


•Port of MaM- 
deva. 


Mogalankot 

fort, 

Garh Pigulai 
(fort,) 


Residences of 
S e cun dar 
Shah and 
Mayarudra. 


The temple was thoroughly repaired about three- 
quarters of a century ago by the late Mahardnl, 
when a portion of it was" struck down by lightning. 
It is now in very good condition.. The temple is 
used in locating K&ntaji and in worshipping 
him. 

The place is considered very holy, and is visited by 
large crowds of Vaisknabs, particularly those belong¬ 
ing to the Sri Sampraddya. The temple is in 
good repair and looked after by the Maharaja. It 
stands on the ruins of a fort that is said to 
have belonged to Virat; Raja, of Mahabharat re¬ 
nown., The place where he kept his herds of cattle 
is known as Uttar Gogriha, now surrounded by the 
mounds of four ramparts and three intermediate 
ditches. . There are several mounds inside. The 
other ruin is at Sonka, about 4 miles East of Buganj 
on the xltraye River. 

Was built by Mahar&j& R&mN&th Roy, Bahadur, who 
dedicated it to the worship of Govindji, The Garh 
and other adjoining buildings were built by him 
when the place was one of his favourite residences. 

The temple is an ordinary pucca building which is 
now reduced to ruins requiring repairs badly. God 
Gohindjee, for whose accommodation this temple was 
built, has been removed to a straw-built house. 
There is a channel excavated from the temple to 
the^Dinajpur R&jbari for the purpose of conveying 
the god from there to Dm&jpur. This channel is 
known by the name of Ramdard, The temple is of 
no architectural value and does not demand preser¬ 
vation. 

On the west of the Tangan river and near the 
southern extremity of the district are extensive 
ruins of a brick fort among which is a carved stone. 
Mahadeva is said to have been a contemporary with 
Vir&t E&ja. There is another ruined fort close 
by, known as Mogalankot. 

These remains were excavated to get brioks for the 
Northern Bengal State Railway. A fort, with a 
brick rampart, called Garh Pigulai, must have been 
a place of some strength. Perhaps this, and the 
earthen forts near the Jamun&, may have had some¬ 
thing to do with theKakshal revolt in Akbar’s time. 

Seeundar Shall built his favourite villa at Secundra 
on the Tangan, and Hossein Shah formed a fine 
road from this river to Punshhoga; it is said to 
have been 348 cubits wide, with a large ditch and 
many fine trees on each side and bridges con¬ 
structed of bricks. In the centre of the island, 
between the two rivers are a tank and ruins of 
the abode of Mayarudra, who was contemporary 
with Yir&t. 
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Custody or present use. 


and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Of no use now 


Has no custodian 


This building is almost a ruin. 
It is now surrounded by dense 
jungle. 


Remarks. 


iit> 


iii 


m 


See pages 629 and 630 of 
Yol. II of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 


See pago 632 of Vol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern Indio. 


iii See pages 642-643 of Yol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India 
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(2) DINAJPUB 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding monument. 


21 


22 


Din&jpur ... 


Ditto 


23 


Ditto 


24 


Ditto 


25 


Ditto 


26 


27 


28 


29 


Dhlbar 


Kutivari 


MaMpur 


Kkyetlal 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Sitdkuncl near 
Nawabganj. 


Vir&tgarh near 
GhoragMt. 


Satparagarh near 
Gkoraghat, 


Jogighopa in 
Bodalgaehi. 


Afapurin Lalba- 
zar. 


Pillar 


Tanks called 
Melan Dighi, 
Gor Dighi, 
and Alta 
Dighi. 

Tomb of Pir 
Budal Dewan 

Mahipal Digbi 
(tank). 


Palace (fort) of 
Yali Raj&. 


S x t k k u ji d 
(tank). 


ViriUgarh 

(fort). 


Satparagarh 

(fort). 


Temple of 
Makadeva. 


Palace (fort) of 
TTshop&l. 


Temple of 
Haragauri. 


It is a beautiful stone monolith in the middle 
big tank which is one mile square. 


of a 


About 1| miles west from the Baliya is a very 
large tank called Melan Dighi, beyond which are 
Gor Dighi, and Alta Dighi ; between the latter 
two are extensive ruins of bricks called Bara kata, 
of which the thick walls and a small chamber can 
still be traced. The fort had double walls and an 
intermediate ditch, where is a tomb of Pir Budal 
Dew'an. 

This is a large tank extending 3,800 feet from north 
to south and 1,100 feet from east to west, excavated 
by B&jd Mahlp&l of the Pal dynasty. There are 
several ruins of bricks and stones close by and at 
Bangaon. 

East of the temple of Siddhesvarx are the ruins of 
Yali. R&j&’s house and of a large town, which 
contains many heaps of bricks, traces of walls and 
roads. In the neighbourhood are some stone 
images, cut asunder by Kfil&p&hdr. 

It has brick ruins with a cavity In the centre, “where 
Sit&, the Queen of Rama of Ajodky&, lived in her 
exile; and the hermitage of V&lmiki, the author of 
th eJidmdyma, was on the banks of the Karatoy&; 
he used to bathe at the Tarpan GMt, which is now 
held sacred. 

Hero are the ruins of a square fort protected by a 
ditch about 60 feet wide. It contains many heaps of 
bricks which are small and very rudely formed. 
On the west was the gate. Here it is believed by 
the people that Vircit R4j& had his palace. 

Within the fort and on a high mouldering bank of 
the river, is a heap of bricks, called the King of 
Bengal's throne, which appears to have been a 
structure of about 100 feet in diameter, supported 
by small arches. The piers are very thick, ^con¬ 
taining within them many masses of carved stone, 
evidently taken from anterior buildings. 

The shrine, where the image is placed, resembles a 
tomb, and is sunk below the level of the ground. 


On the Tulsi and near the tomb of Niraay Shah are 
ruins in bricks and stones, among which are a capital 
of a pillar with four tigers’ heads and a brick at the 
tomb with a human figure, ^phey are ascribed 
to Dshop&l, whose palace was here. West of this is 
another ruin, said to have been the house of Mahfpal, 
south of which is a small square rampart, and a 
ditch; near it is the temple of Haragauri, which has 
a pillar. On it is an inscription. 

























DISTRICT— 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

| In. no one’s custody, but within 
the zamindari of Koch Kuxila 
zamindars. 

The pillar is in good, order but 
the tank is silting up. 

ii6 


****** 

ttrM* 

* • ♦ 

Seepage 640 of Vol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India, 


V i 

Ml 

See pages 634 to 636; also 
page 641, and Plate No. II of 
Vol. II of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 



... 

See pages 683-684 of Vol. II 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 

. ■ 1 ■ •»»»•• 


» •« 

See page 678 of Vol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

•** 


... 

See pages 679 to 680 of above 
Vol. 

•••••• 

. 

... 

See page 681 of above Vol. 



... 

See page 668 of "Vol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India, where 
a sketch of the temple is 


• • * •« • 


given. 

See Yol. I of the Asiatio Re¬ 
searches. Also pages 671-672 
of Vol. II of Martin’s East¬ 
ern India. 


























(2) DINAJPTJR 


No. 


District- 


Locality. 


Nam© of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 










1 

2 

3 

4 


5 








80 

Dinajpur ... 


ir&tpat, 



31 


Ditto 


Kiehalc, th&nu 
Ho warn 


Palace (fort) of 
Virat Raja. 


Fort 


Howara was on the frontier of Matsyadesa, where 
R&ja Yir4t is said to have stationed a consider¬ 
able part of his army. A ruinous fort and mounds 
are still there. Madan is another ancient place 
near the above, where the General of the Rajah 
resided and where there is a fort and other ruins, 
as also old tanks. 

About 41 miles north from the Th&ni, are the ruins 
of a fort and town, which are said to have belonged 
to Kichak. On the north are the mounds called 
Draupadidha and Eagkunatbpur. The latter has 
a rather interesting statue of Buddha, worshipped 
as Ragkunath. It is supported by the Toni of a 
linga. About three-quarters of a mile beyond the 
forty and near Karatoy4, are the remains of a 
town, where was the house of the female donor 
of Kichaka, which is said -to have been covered 
with enamelled tiles. Here Raj& H4v4chandra 
and his minister Gavachandra, the two fools of 
the local tradition, are said to have lived the first 
at Gopinitlipur and the second at Vagdvar. 


(3) JALPAIGURI 


32 


Jalpaiguri... 


Jalpesh in May- 
nagari, Western 
Duars. 


Temple of Siva 


This is the most conspicuous ruin in the district. It 
is a large square building constructed of very 
durable bricks. The temple is on a mound surroun¬ 
ded by a moat, and is near the bank of the river 
Jhardan. The floor of the basement is sunk some 
depth in the mound, and a flight of steps leads down 
to it, while above risos a large square building sur¬ 
mounted by a dome, round the base and top of which 
run galleries. The height from basement floor to 
top of dome is about 92 feet; the lower storey is 
78 feet square, and the upper stories are 38 and 36 
feet square respectively. The dome is 34 feet outer 
and 26 feet inner diameter, and 17 feet in height 
The building has little or nothing of architectural 
beauty. 

The object of worship in this temple is a “ Siva 
Linga, 1 which is fixed in a hole in the floor of the 
underground basement, and has no “ Gauripat. ” 
The depth of the floor below the surface causes it 
to bo at all times more or less covered with water, 
and it is customary to bale this out before the idol 
is worshipped. 

The earliest tradition of this Siva is that it was 
placed where it now stands, or somewhere in the 
vicinity by a King of Assam, named Jalpesvar. 
After a lapse of time it appears to have been over¬ 
looked or its existence forgotten, and the following 
is the legend connected with its re-disoovery and 
the erection of the Jalpe£ temple. 







































DISTRICT*— concluded. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Glassifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 


6 

1 

8 

9 


DISTRICT. 


See pages 674-676 of VoL II 
of Martini Eastern India. 


See above and Plate V. 


No custodian 


In rains, but it should be pre¬ 
served. 


m 






































(3) JALPAIGURI 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


S3 


34 


35 


Jalpaiguri. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Purbadeber (about 
one and a half 
miles east of 
Jalpea.) 


Ditto 


Bhitargarh, par- 
gana Baikantha- 
pur. 


Temple of Siva 


Temple of Pet- 
k&tx Devi. 


Bhitargarh 


Prithvisul Dighi 
tank. 


Some 300 years ago, Fran N&r&yan, Raja of Kuch 
Bih&r, dreamt that Suva appeared to him and said 
that he was at Qortali, and would be found if 
effective search were made. Inspired by this 
dream, Pr&n Narayan left his usual place of resi¬ 
dence and, accompanied by an army and many 
attendants, went and commenced the search, start¬ 
ing at Gortali. After a long search, and with the 
aid of a cow which, it was found, used every day 
to go to the neighbouring jungle and drop its milk, 
the E&jd succeeded in traoing the Suva Linga, on 
which he ordered the erection of a temple over the 
spot, The present temple was then commenced. 
The Rajd and bis son having died, the temple was 
finally completed by his grandson, Mahendra 
N&rayan. 


This is a smaller red briok temple about a mile and 
a half east of Jalpes, and ascribed to the E&ja 
who built Jalpel The main entrance to this 
building is of massive stone, 

This is situated a little north of MynagarL The 
idol, which stands there still, had ten hands ; of 
these, three hands, also the stomach and nose, have 
been cut off, hence the' idol is known as the Petkati 
Ih&kur&njL Tradition says that this idol was 
originally called Bhadresvarf, but that, being 
mutilated by Kalap/ihar, it got the name of Petk&tf 
Devi. It is not known who erected the temple. 

This is the largest fort and must have been a 
very large and strong fortification m old days, 
being no less than 4f miles in length by 2 or 2|*in 
breadth, ^ The fort is surrounded by several moats, 
there being on one side no less than six, and there 
is in it a large tank with the remains of ten gh&ts, 
at each of which traces of red bricks are seen. 
Little is known of the origin of this garh, but it is 
generally believed to have been built by one Prlthvi 
R4j&, of a dynasty long prior to the Kuch Bih&r 
one. ^ The tank is called 6 Pritkvi-sul Dighi/ and it 
is said that the Raja of that name jumped into it 
and was drowned to avoid being touched by the 
Kichaks, who had then invaded his country. The 
water of this tank is wonderfully pure and clear, 
and free from weeds; It is but little used, in con¬ 
sequence of a local superstition against drinking it. 

The city is supposed to have consisted of four separ¬ 
ate enclosures, the innermost being the B^j^s 
palace. It must have been a place of great 
strength, in spite of its large size. The Talma 
Nadi, on the west, was utilised to fill one of the 
moats, 
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DISTRICT— continued. 
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(3) JALPAIGURI 

No. 

Distriot. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

36 

Jalpaiguri... 

Boda 

Thfikuranl Bhi- 
targarli. 

The next garh in size is that in Boda, called the 
Thikurani Bhitargarh, This is an enclosure about 
a mile square, surrounded by very wide triple 
moats. It is supposed to be oo-eval with the larger 
Bkitargarh, 

37 

Ditto 

Jalpaiguri ... 

Baikunthapur 

Garh. 

The smallest garh is that of Balkanthapur, at Jalpai¬ 
guri, on the river Kalla, known* as the R&jb&ri. 
This has for some time been the residence of the 
Raikuts of Baikanthapur. It is surrounded on 
three sides by double moats, and on the fourth the 
Kalla river flows by. It is not supposed to date 
much further back than 180 years. There are the 
ruins of a fine brick building here but it can be of 
no great age. 




(4) DARJEELING 




Nil. 


(5) EAS'GPUB 


Rahgpur ... 

Pirganj 

Hatibandha 

Mosque. 

Said to have been erected some 500 years ago by 
Shah Ismail. 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Tomb of Jogul 
Bokhari. 

It is the shrine of Jogul Bokhari, a holy man, and is 
used for the same purposes as other shrines. Pil¬ 
grims repair to it for spiritual benefit. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Tomb of PJr 
Ismail Gazi. 

This monument of Pir Ismail Gazi is known as tbe 
Baradargd. It is situated six miles north ©f Pir¬ 
ganj police-station. Its history or tradition is not 
known, nor can it he ascertained by whom and 
when it was erected. It is a very old monument. 

Ditto 

Kata Dowar, par- 
gana Klias 

T&luk. 

Mosque of Shah 
Ismail. 

Said to have been erected some 500 years ago by 
Shah Ismail. 
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DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use* 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Eemarks. 

6 

7 

.8 

9 


Exploration necessary 

iii. 



Ditto 

Ml 

111. 



DISTRICT. 




DISTRICT. 




There are some lakhraj lands 
appertaining to it which are 
enjoyed by Akbar Hossain 
for tlie custody of it. 


ii& 

Wahid Buksh is the custodian of 
it. The Bog family of Main- 
pur, of which Buharuddin and 
Fuzaiuddin are two principal 
members, enjoy considerable 
quantity of lakhraj lands 
for the custody of the shrine. 

No steps have hitherto been 
taken to repair it. Exploration 
needed. Conservation desir¬ 
able. 

iib 

* 

In the custody of Banki Miah, 
Kedar TJllah Miah, and others. 

In good siK>ndition„ Banki Miah, 
Ked&r Ullah Miah, and the 
others duly repair and take 
great care of it. 

iib 
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(5) RAftoPUR 


No. 


Distriot. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding»the monument. 


42 


43 


Rafigpur ... 


Kasha 


Ditto 


Dimla 


Mausoleum off 
Shah Jalal 
Bokhari. 


Fort of Dharm- 
maP&l Raj&. 


This is said to have been built some 400 years ago 
by one Shah Jalal Bokhari. 


About two miles south of the great bend in the 
Tistii are the remains of a fortified city, said to have 
been built by Dharma Pal R&jA It is in the form 
of a parallelogram, about a mile from north to south, 
and half a mile from east to west. The defences 
consist of a high rampart of earth, which at the 
south-east corner is irregular, and retires baok 
to leave a space, that is much elevated, and is 
said to have been the house of the Raja’s minister 
(Dewan-kh&na). A ditoh about 40 feet wide 
surrounds the town exoept on the east. In the 
centre of each of these three faces, is a gate, 
defended by outworks, and in these are a good many 
heaps of bricks. There were square bastions on eaoh 
side. The earth from the ditoh was thrown out¬ 
wards and forms a slope. At a distance of about 
150yardsfrom the ditch on the north-east and south 
sides, are parallel ramparts and ditohes, which 
enclose an outer city, where the lower populaoe is 
said to have resided. Beyond these on the south 
is another enclosure, in which the horses were kept. 
Dharma P&l, whose troops occupied this city, used to 
live about three-quarters of a mile distant, where are 
several tanks and heaps of hrioks; this place is now 
known as Baramolla Tara-kazi, where 25 pious 
Moslems assemble to whom it is dedicated. On 
the banks of the Hangrighosha, north from the 
ruins of the Raj&’s house is seen the place where 
he disappeared in a battle against Mayanavati, 
his sister-in-law, whose residence on the west 
bank of the Deonai river, about two miles west 
from the fort of Dharma P&l, was built on the 
same plan with that of her brother-in-law, only the 
inner city has been a square of about 400 yards 
each side. It is surrounded by on outer rampart at 
about 100 yards from the ditoh. 

At a considerable distance Bouth from . this, was 
a circular mound of earth, called Harisehimdra- 
pal, about 40 feet in diameter in which a stone 
building was discovered. Harischandra’s daughter 
was married to Gopiohandra, the son of Mayanavati, 
who suooeeded his uncle Dharma Pal. 

Two and a half miles north-west of Dimla is a small 
ruined fort, called Goriberkoth; and near- V&mni 
is another, known as R&mergarh, said to have been 
built by a certain Rama, a servant of the Vih&r 
Raja. It is nearly circular, about a quarter of a 
mile in diameter and consists of an earthen rampart 
and ditoh, which are drawn in an irregular zigzag 
form. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 
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Exploration needed 


in 


ni 


See pages 449 to 452 and two 
sketches and plate No. IY 
of VoL III of Martin’s East¬ 
ern India. 

See page 312 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Rangpur distriot. 































(5) BAjtf&PUR 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


44 


Rangpur 


Jolpis 


Fort of Prithu 
R4j4. 


45 


46 


47 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Mouthanakot, 
th4n4 Dhap. 


Bhootmari 


Komatapur, near 
L41bazar. 


Fort ruins 


Road 


Fort 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


5 


It is ascribed to Prithu Raj’4, and consists of four 
consecutive enclosures. The innermost is said to 
have been the abode of the Raj4, being a paralle¬ 
logram of about 690 yards from north to south, 
by half as muoh from east to west; but at the north 
end a small portion is cut off from its east side, 
by an earthen rampart in order to secure the place 
from auy attack, that might be made from a large 
tank, that is adjacent. The defence of the other 
parts has been a brick wall. The large tank 
adjacent to the citadel is about 800 yards from 
north to south and 700 from east to west. It 
has five gh4ts, paved with bricks. The inner oity, 
which surrounds the citadel and the tank, is about 
1,930 yards from east to west and 345 from north 
to south. It had a brick rampart and a ditch, 
which are still traceable. The middle city extends 
about 3,530 yards from east to west and 6,350 from 
north to south; but its north face, where the rivulet 
enters its ditch, is strengthened by an addi¬ 
tional rampart. Near its southern end is a tank, 
called Baghpukhori, where the R4j4 kept some 
tigers; and in the northern area there ore two 
small heaps of bricks, which are supposed to be the 
ruins of the house of the minister. In both the 
inner and middle cities there have been subdivisions 
separated by ramparts and ditches, both running 
parallel to the chief defences of the place, and 
cutting the former at right angles. 

The outer oity is surrounded by a low rampart and 
ditoh and is supposed to have been ocoupied by the 
lowest of the populace, on which account it is called 
Harirgarh. It extends 300 yards from the western 
rampart and 570 yards from the southern rampart 
of the middle city. The total length of the outer 
part, from north to south, is six miles. 

A small earthen fort which is attributed to the 
Kings of Komatapur. DMp or Dhale-R4jya was 
the kingdom of H4va or Bhava Chandra, whose 
stupidity is knowu throughout Bengal. 

R4j4 Nxldmhar, the last of the Hindu dynasty, con¬ 
structed a fine road, which extends from Komatapur 
to G-horagh4t, Dhap, Malanga, Pirganj, and Yag- 
dvar. Where the country is low it is raised to 
a very great height, and is a grand work, worthy 
of a magnificent prince. 


Komata was the capital of R4j4 Nilambar, which 
the Moslems besieged. Their camping ground is 
represented by large mounds, serving as redoubts 
on the bend of the rivulet, their baok being pro¬ 
tected by a strong rampart of earth and a wide 
ditch. 





































DISTRICT— mtinued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Hemauks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 



iii 

See pages 443 to 446 and 
sketoh plan of fort, &o., in 
Vol. Ill of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 

See page 311 of Hunter Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Bang- 
pur district. 

•**»** 


iii 

See page 424, of Vol. Ill of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

mum 


i b 

See page 425 of Vol. Ill 
of above work. 



ii6 

1 

i 

See pages 426—438 and Plates 
I, II, and III of Vol. Ill of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

See page 314 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Bangpur district. 


























(5) EA&GPUR 



History or tradition regarding the monument. 


5 


The city is of an oblong form and about 20 miles 
in circumference, of -which about five were defended 
by the river Dhorla. The remainder was fortified 
by an immense bank of earth, and by a double 
ditch. The earth from the inner ditoh seems to 
have formed the rampart, and, that from the outer 
was thrown towards the country, so as to form a 
kind of glaois. The rampart is about 130 feet in 
breadth at the baso and from 20 to 30 feet in 
perpendicular height. The outer ditch is about 
260 feet wide. There were four gates on the sides. 
On the road leading from the big ruin in the centre 
towards the south to Ghoraghat, large quantities of 
dehris exist, which shows that the prinoipal buildings 
were here, extending for about three miles. Though 
local tradition ascribes these ruins to the Moguls, 
yet the pillars and other relics give evidence of 
anterior and Hindu work. The gates had outer 
works to protect them; they are known as fifiladvar, 
Yagdvar, and Hokodv&r. Near the last, is the 
fortress, where the Taira or the minister resided ; it 
is about a mile square. North of it, and at Srtalav&s, 
is a large mass of grey granite, hollowed out in the 
form of a rude goblet; it is said to be the King’s 
bath. Its sides are six inches thick; the diameter 
is 65 feet, and the cavity is 3^ feet deep; and there 
is a sort of step inside. 


Within the town the chief object ef interest is the 
JPdf or the palace, which is quadrangular, and has a 
ditoh, about 60 feet wide. It is about 1,880 feet from 
north to south and 1,860 from East to West. With¬ 
in the briok -wall of the inner enclosure the most 
striking object is a large mound, about 360 feet 
square at the top and about 30 feet high; it was 
faced with bricks. There are some tanks and two 
wells about ten feet in diameter, which are lined 
with bricks, which went down to about 20 feet 
below the outside ground level. Here was also the 
temple of Komatesvari, now represented by a small 
square heap. Other mounds represent the Raj&’s 
palace. Scattered about the place, are several relics 
of stone, of which many are carved with figures; 
and among the pillars one was 22 cubits in length, 
but only two and-a-half cubits in circumference. 
I he rather modern tempi© of Komatesvari was built 
by Prannarayan, the fourth .Raja of ViMr, in 
A. I)., 1665, the original goddess being recovered 
by him from the rivulet Singimari, which was 
said to have been the fortunate amulet of Bhasra- 
datta. & 


About^ four miles south of the thana, is a line of 
fortification, which crosses the great road, that leads 
from Komatapur to Grhoraghat, and is attributed 
io^ R&ja Nilambar. The line extends about two 
miles east and one mile west, and seems to 















































U1 


DISTRICT— continued. 

< 185 ) 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 
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Seo pages 455 aad 456 1 of 
Vol. Ill of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 


B B 































(5) RAftGPUB 


Locality. 

Nam© of 
monument 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

3 

4 

5 



have been an outwork to another set of lines, that 
connect the Karatoy& and Ghoraghat. These 
lines consist of a rampart of earth thrown up 
from a ditoh, about 40 feet wide. These works 
were constructed by Upendra, tenth R&j& of Vihir, 
in order to cheok the progress of the Moslems, 
whoso territory Ismail Gazi had advanced thus 
far to the north. 

Vagdvar 

Residence of 
Raja BliaYa- 
chandra. 

Temple of Ya~ 
giswari. 

These ruins are attributed to Bhava Chandra E&ja, 
whose residence was here. Here were roads paved 
with bricks, disposed in a tesselated form. About 
four miles west of this is the site of the temple 
of V&gisvari, whose statue exists, and who was the 
family deity of Bhava Chandra. 

Palargarh 

Port of Pala, 
the last P&l 
R&ja. 

These ruins are attributed to the last prince (P41 
B&j&) of the Dhapr&jas, who lived here. 

Lorapat 

Port (palace) 
of the Lora 
R&J&. 

Lorapat is about three and-a-half miles south-west from 
Pirganj. Here are some ruins attributed to Lora 
a relative of Bhavaohandra. This house 
seems to have occupied a space included within a 
brick wall, and was provided with two tanks. A little 
east from his house are three heaps of bricks, of 
which one is called the hall for entertaining stran¬ 
gers and another his office for transacting business. 


No. 


District. 


49 


50 


51 


Eangpur ... 


Ditto 


Ditto 


(6) BOGKA 



Sherpur and Dhar Tombs of Ghazi 
Makum. Tarkun Sha¬ 

hid. 


Mah&sthan Garh 


Fort mins 


These shrines (tombs) are two in number, one, 
situated in the town of Sherpur, is known as 
Sir Makum, the other at a place called Dhar Makum. 
The former is said to contain the head and the latter 
the trunk of Tarkun Shahid, a Ghazi, slain in battle 
by _ a Hindu Baja who lived in a place called 
Rdjbari-Mukunda, 4 miles south-west of Sherpur. 
The Hindu Edjd referred to above, was King Bahai 
Sen. 

This is the most important relic of antiquity to 
be met with in the district. The account given 
of it in Hunter’s Statistical Account of Bogra 
(pp. 192, et scq.) is full of myths and fables. 
In ancient Sanskrit literature it is known 
as S'ila Dvipa. The river Karatoy& divided it¬ 
self into two branches near the place, uniting 
again about a mile north of the present town 
of Bogra. This place may have been called 
Dvipa for this reason: but Buddhistic stupas 
are called in this district by tho vulgar as 
Dh&p, and sometimes as Dvip. S'ila, again, seems 
to be a slight change of the Buddhistic word 
S'ila (morality). S'ila Dvipa or Slid Dvipa was 
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DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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iii 

See page 456 of Vol. Ill of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

See pages 312 and 313 of 
Hunter’s Statistical Account 
of the Rangpur district. 



iii 

Seepage 457 of Yol. Ill of 
Martin's Eastern India. 

♦••••» 

• •••»« 

iii 

See pages 457 and 458 of Yol. 
Ill of Martin’s Eastern India. 



DISTRICT. 


There are some fakirs who 
guard the shrines. People 
make pilgrimages to them. 


The shrine at Sherpur is still in 
a state of good preservation, 
while the one at Dhar Makum 
is now completely in ruins. 


The mosque is in oharge of Mat- 
wallis. 


The Muhammadan mosque is 
kept in good preservation by 
the Matwallis. The ramparts 
of the fort, which grew up after 
the Muhammadan occupation 
of the place, are also in good 
preservation. 


ii& 


iii 


See page 190 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Bogra distriot. 


See page 192 , etseq. of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Bogrd district. 
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(8) BOGBA 


No. District. Locality. 

nwnument History or tradition regarding the monument. 

12 3 

4 5 

1 

54 Bogra .... Virat (in the j* 
pur Governme 
estate) 

undoubtedly a sacred place of the Buddhists. The 
north-east angle of the fort was described by the 
local people as I)riper kon (the I)vipa corner)/ The 
name is striking as on reaching the angle the 
remains of a stupa are seen beyond the ramparts 
on the riverside, on the top of which a Vaishnaba 
mendicant has established himself. The people 
point out three other drips (as they call them) all 
on the eastern side* just above the bed of the 
Karatoyd, the present Muhammadan mosque occu¬ 
pying the site of the southernmost stupa. It is 
thus perfectly clear that what is called Mahas- 
than was originally a group of Buddhistic 
stupas on the bank ^ of the Karatoyd. river, and 
the whole place obtained the name Sila Dvipa or 
Sild Dvipa under the later Hindu Kings of the 
Sena dynasty, who favoured the worship of Siva 
and Krishna in preference to Buddha. Two famous 
temples were built, one sacred to Skanda and the 
other to Govinda, and emblems of Siva were set up 
all about the place. No vestiges of the temples of 
Skanda and Govinda remain, but their sites are 
still well known, and from the two points on the north 
and the south, between which alone the stream of 
the Karatoya is peculiarly sacred, and where the 
bathing of the N&rayaxii Yoga takes place. The 
southernmost of the four sttjpas appears to have 
been converted into a Slvite temple, and it was this 
temple which was destroyed and desecrated by the 
Muhammadans and replaced by a mosque, the 
broken emblem of the god SIva is still lying at the 
place. 

The Muhammadan, mosque is now in charge of 
Matwallis and is kept in good preservation. The 
ramparts of the fort, which grew up after the 
Muhammadan occupation of the place (which must 
have followed closely on the conquest of Bengal 
by Bukhtiyar Khiliji) arc also in good preservation. 
The legends that are now related are utterly un¬ 
worthy of belief, and the Stila Devi of these legends 
is only an imaginary being, whom ignorance has 
substituted for Sila Dvipa. 

Parasur&m is said by local tradition to have ruled 
here over 22 princes; he was killed by a Muham¬ 
madan saint, Shah Sultan Huzrut Aulinya. Sit& 
was exiled here by Rama of Ajodhyd. Vali the 
Asm a King, is also believed by the people to have 
reigned here. He was succeeded by his son B&na 
Virat who was the next King of Matsya-de^. 

ii- Palace of Virat It has been believed that somewhere in the vicinity 

nt of these estates lay the capital of the great prehis¬ 

toric Hindu R&j& Vir&t who figures prominently 
in the story of the Mah&bh&rat. That this popular 
belief is not without foundation is evident from the 
fact that at a place called Virat, about 16 miles off 
from Khanjanpur an annual fair meets under the 

i f . ■ - ' _ "■ 1 • ’' 



























DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks 





























jflUMHMi 


iSSBwSl 

mmmm 


<SL 


( 190 ) 


(6) BOGBA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


55 


56 


Bogi-a 


Belamla, (in the 
Jaipur Govern 
ment estate.) 


Ditto 


Temples 


Ditto (ditto) 


D o lmanoha 
temple. 


name of “ Yir4t-mel4,” and broken remains of an 
anoient house which seems to have taken ages to he 
reduced to its present state, are still pointed out as 
once forming a part of the palace of Yirat. This single 
fact has thrown a veil of historic mystery over this 
place. If it is admitted that these remains were 
really once the palace of B&ja Vir&t, it may very rea¬ 
sonably be concluded that these Government estates, 
being so near to the supposed palace of such a 
powerful R4$S, enjoyed no Bma.ll share of hie 
wealth and prosperity. Piles of bricks, evidently 
remains of anoient buildings, seen here and there 
in jungly tracts of land, long forsaken by men, 
suggest that ages back this place was once inhabit¬ 
ed by a rich and influential people. In some cases 
bricks, reduced to dust by the work of ages, are 
found scattered over a great distance and hear 
testimony to the unfathomable antiquity of the 
buildings of which they must have once formed 
a part. In the eyes of an antiquarian these things 
cannot but attach great interest to this place. But 
mouldering as they have been from age to age, it is 
impossible to find out anything of archeological 
value in these remains. 

There are other cases, however, where the buildings 
were constructed quite .in recent times, and so they 
remain almost whole and entire. At Belamla, a 
village nearly two miles from Khanjanpur there is a 
group of twelve temples built by the local merohant- 
zamindars and said to be a century and-a-half old. 
They form a square with a small yard in the mid¬ 
dle, and have an emblem of the deity Siv 
in each of them. There is scarcely anything re¬ 
markable in these temples, beyond that they are 
very strongly built, as testified by the fact of 
their being only very slightly damaged by the in¬ 
fluence of time. It is believed that the Ghotta 
Nadi which runs over a distance of about 10 miles 
between the Tulsi Gafiga and Jamuna was exca¬ 
vated by these merchants* It still retains the name 
of Jamima/' £ 


A few decaying nice little buildings within the com¬ 
pounds of the house of the local lady zamindar, 
Drobmayi Choudhur&ni are more worthy of notice* 
They are less old than the temples of Belamla, 
having been constructed only about a century ago, 
but in point of workmanship the biggest of them, 
the Dolmaficha, is far superior to the latter* In¬ 
deed, in this respect it may ho said to he superior 
to many proud edifices of the country. This 
building affords ns some opportunity of judging the 
skill of the old race of native masons. What com¬ 
mands the visitor’s notice most in this building is 
that various financial figures, congenial, perhaps, 
only to the Oriental taste, have been skillfully 
wrought on its walls* 
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For a reference to Belamla see 
page 197 of Hunter’s Stati¬ 
cal Account of the Bogra 
distriot. 
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(6) BOGEA 




District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Bogra 


Ditto 


Bagliabpur (in 
the Jaipur Go¬ 
vernment estate .) 


Bemains of tem¬ 
ples. 


Sikola (ditto) 


Tank 


At B&ghabpur, a village about two miles north of this 
place, there are remains of a few small temples 
whose antiquity nobody can fathom. From their 
appearanoe these temples seem to have been of 
exceptionally strong construction. The outward 
plaster and parts of the brioks under it have been 
worn out, but the structures still seem to defy decay 
and ruin. 


The old tank in the mauza Sikola, only lately 
repaired has a far greater interest attached 
to it than any of the above structures. Eeferring 
to this pond old residents of the locality say, that 
a rumour had been handed down to them by their 
forefathers to the effeot that there was a temple 
somewhere within it. This jiond, it should he 
noticed here, is perhaps the oldest one in these 
estates. This story was all along disregarded and 
discredited as groundless. But traces have, the 
other day, been discovered of the existence of 
something like a small building under the surface 
of the water. It has not been examined but the 
ooo lies who worked on the tank got upon its top 
and showed that it occupies a space of about three 
square yards and has a gate on its eastern side. 
About 9 feet of the water was haled out in order to 

E it of the removal of the mucl that had accumu- 
on the four sides of the tank. The water 
m the centre is still about four feet deep, but 
that on the roof of the supposed temple is only a 
cubit deep. It is unfortunate that the outlay of 
more money (Es. 1,GOO_ have been expended on 
this work in two years) is necessary to make a full 
discovery of this object of curiosity. The coolies 
would not dare to pass through the little gate 
while it is still under water. It would he highly 
interesting to pump out the remaining volume of 
water and examine the temple, as also its contents. 
To the antiquarian this would he a matter of great 
interest. A masonry gh&t on the southern side 
of the tank made of exceptionally good bricks has 
also been dug out. 


(7) PABNA 
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(8) KITCH BIHAR 
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4. DACCA 


CLASSIFI 


[See Government of India, Home Department, 

I.—Those monuments which, from their present condition and historical or 

II.— 1 Those monuments which it is now only possible or desirable to save 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like. 

III.—Those monuments which, from their advanced stage of decay or 

I. (a) and II(^).—Monuments in the possession or charge of Government 
conservation. ; 

I. (5) and II (£).—Monuments in the possession or charge of private 

(1) DACCA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Dacca 


Dacca 


Do, 


Do. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


L&lb£gh Fort 


Bibi Peri’s 
Mausoleum. 


Hussein Dalan 
Palace. 

Tomb of Nawab 
Nasarat-jang. 

Tomb of Nawab 
Samsadwala. 

Tomb of Nawab 
Kamaradawa- 
la, son of the 
former. 

Tomb of Nawab 
Gaziudd i n 
Hyder, son of 
the former. 


This was commenced in 1678 fey Sultan Muham¬ 
mad Azam, third son of Aurangzeb, but was never 
finished. 

The old gateways and battlements still remain. 
They form a very picturesque feature in the land¬ 
scape when viewed from the river which washes one 
solid bastion. 

Situated within the Lalbagh enclosure. It was 
erected towards the end ol the 17th century by 
Nawab Shaisita KMn, successor of Sultan Muham- 
ma d Azam, in memory of the Nawab’s daughter, 
Bibi Peri, wife of Muhammad Azam. . 

The tomb lies within a building which has a vaulted 
roof of sandstone slabs, and an ornamented floor of 
marble and basalt; its walls are of brick faced 
inside with marble, The central dome is protected 
outside by a covering* of sheet copper. The build¬ 
ing is one of architectural importance and is unique 
in Lower Bengal, 

There is a two-storied building in the middle of the 
LalMgh Fort, apparently of ancient date. It has 
stone pillars and vaulted roof. 

It is said to have been built by Meer Merad, Super¬ 
intendent of Public. Buildings, in the time of 
Sultan Muhammad Azam. 


v These Nawabs died in the beginning of the 19th 
^ century. Their graves lie in one building 
situated within the compound of the Husseni 
Dalan. They have no inscriptions. 
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CATION. 

Resolution No. 3—168—83, dated 26tk November 1883.] 

archaeological value, ought to be maintained in permanent good repair, 

from further decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve— 

or in respect of which Government must undertake the cost of all measures of 

bodies or individuals. 


DISTRICT. 

— -——~ 

Custody or present use. 

i 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

IUmabks. 

6 

' 7 

8 

9 

Used as a Police Thand 

The old gateways and battlements 
are in bad condition, being 
overgrown with jungle and 
trees and much affected by the 
action of saltpetre. They need 
preservation and require urgent 
repair. 

Well worthy of preservation. 
Some repairs are needed to it, 
which should be carried out. 

iia 

i a 

Seepages 127 to 131 of VoL 
X v of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports, 

See also pages 66-67 of 
Hunter’s Statistical Account 
of the Dacca District. 

Bishop Heber visited Dacca in 
July 1824. 

Is now occupied by the Police 
Department as a thana. 

Is in good condition, being main¬ 
tained by the Public Works 
Department. 

i a 


Used lor religious ceremonies, 
especially in the Muharram. 
Government assumed charge 
of it, which has been dele¬ 
gated to Nawah Ashannullah, 
c.i.e., to whom Government 
pays an annual grant, which 
the Nawab largely supple¬ 
ments from his private funds. 

Is in course of thorough reno¬ 
vation by the Nawab of Dacca 
from the Government grant 
supplemented by himself. 

i a 


These tombs are under the 
custody of Nawab Aahannul- 
lah, c.i.e* 

The building is in good condi¬ 
tion and is maintained and 
repaired at the expense of 
Government, through Nawab 
Ashannullah, to whom an 

annual grant, dating from 
before British times, is conti¬ 
nued by Government. 

ia 




























(1) DACCA 


No 

:.-yffi3saap-- 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monuroent. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

3 

Dacca 

Dacca 

The eh a1 
(market place’ 

i The obief market place of Dacca ; is surrounded by a_ 

>. low enclosure wall. There is a mammoth cannon 
in the centre of very great antiquity raised upon a 
masonry pedestal. 

4 

Do. 

Do. 

Idgah of Mir 
Abdul Kassim 

This is a lofty masonry wall with prayer niches stand- 
. ing on the western part of the town near the. Pil- 
khana. It was built in 1640 by Mir Abdul 
KMm, household Diwan of Sultdn Sujah. 

5 

Do. 

Do. 

Great Katra 
(caravanse¬ 
rai). 

This was built by Mir Abdul Kdsim Khan under 
the orders of the Prinoe Azimushan during the 
latter’s Viceroyalty of Bengal in the year 1645 A.D. 

It is said that it was intended for travellers and 
was to serve the purpose of a caravanserai. It is a 
building of enormous massiveness and solidity, and 
will not rapidly fall into decay. The building from 
its dimensions looks imposing from the river j the 
main gateway facing the river is picturesque. On 
its completion the Prinoe inspected it, bat did not 
like it, and gave it to Mir Abdul Ifasim. 

6 

Do. 

Do. 

Small Katra 
(caravanserai). 

This was built by Amoral Omrah, Nawab Shaista 
Khdn, on Ms succeeding prince Azimushan as 
Viceroy of Bengal. It is said that it was intended 
for a oaxavanserai and. was built some years 
after the great Katra, but the exact year is not 
known. It looks well from the river having one 
fine doorway faoing in that direotion. 

7 

Do. 

Do. 

Temple of 

Dh&kefivari. 

A Hindu temple, of considerable celebrity, sacred 
to the goddess of Dacca (Dhakosvari). This is the 
temple of the tutelary deity of Dacca, and is ac¬ 
cording to the local tradition very anoient. 

8 

Do. 

Ditto 

(Shahbag, a 

Park of the 
Nawab’s north 
of Dacca.) 

Pomb 

TMs is an old tomb in a park belonging to Nawab 
Ashanullah, o.i.e., of Daooa. Nothing is known 
about the. history of the tomb or the person 
interred within it. The building which contains the 
tomb is a quadrangular hall on a low plinth, with 
the grave in its centre built in masonry. The hall 
measures 26" * 18' and is open on all sides and sup¬ 
ported by reotangular pillars spanned by semi¬ 
circular arohes. The hall is roofed over by a vault 
with a small rise, so that the building looks fiat- 
roofed from outside. The whole outer face of the 
building is covered with ornamental work in 
plaster. 

9 

Do. 

! 

WMSiMiM:: 

Daoca (Ramnfi) 5 

losque of Hdji 
Kahjek 
Shahabag. 

TMs mosque is said to have been built 200 years j 
ago by Haji Kahjeh Shahabag, a merchant of 
Kashmir. It is said that ho originally oame 
from that place and settled in the town of Dacca, 
where he prospered in trade. The mosque, whioh 
stands on the S.-W. of Ramna, is a quadrangular 
building of brick masonry 67' x 26' on tho out¬ 
side, roofed over with three domes, and ornament¬ 
ed at the comers with eight minarets, wMch are 







































( 199 ) 


DISTBICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks 


Market is lyfid every, afternoon 
within the enclosure. 


In custody of the local Muham¬ 
madans. Still used for reli- 

f ious ceremonies during the 
d festival. 

In private hands; pretty well 
looked after. 


The wall is in a bad state of 
repair. 


It requires repairs 


Nearly if not quite intact and 
not likely easily to fall into 
decay. 


;t is in private hands and is 
pretty well looked after. 


In custody of Nawab 


m 


ib 


ii b 


It is substantial and not likely 
easily to fall into decay. 


Has been lately repaired and is 
in good condition, the recent 
repairshaving greatly improved 
its state. 

Good. The Nawab has lately 
repaired it. 


It is under the custody of Jaga 
Shah S&heb of Mulialla BeoM- 
rdm Dewri, Dacca, who looks 
after the mosque and provides 
it with, lights and mats. It is 
still used as a place of wor- 


The plaster and the ornamental. 
work have decayed, and vegeta¬ 
tion and trees have grown over 
the building. To carry out 
thorough repairs a sum o 
Us. 1,000 is needed. 


ii b 


ib 


iii 


nx 

































(1) DACCA. 


No. 


Distriot. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


10 


Dacca 


11 


Tomhof H&ii 
latjeh 


Dacca (Thatari 
Bazar). 


Temples 

Jayakali 

Siva. 


Do. 


Ditto (Armenian 
Street.) 


---_ - - 

mostly broken. The outside course of the plinth 
at the level of the floor is Built of long blocks of 
basalt, carved in the shape of a neat fringe. The 
door frames are also of basalt. There are three 
doors on the eastern, i.e., the front, side of the mosque 
and one each on the north and the south sides. 
The door openings have neat pointed arches. The 
masonry of the whole structure, though very old, is 
strong. 

Attached to the mosque and close to it lies the tomb 
of its founder, Hdji Kahjeh Shahabag. It is said 
that the mosque and the tomb were built at one 
and the same time by their founder, and that after 
his death his body was interred within the tomb. 
The building which contains the tomb is a square 
one measuring 26' outside and surmounted by a 
single dome and four minarets. 

of i These temples are of considerable oelebrity. The centre 
and I temple is a small terrace-roofed building 22'x20' 
dedicated to the God Siva with two large temples on 
each Bide. In it is the image of the goddess KM, 
a very fine specimen of sculpture in stone. Of the 
side temples the western one is a “Paflcharatna,” or 
a temple with five towers, of which the centre one 
is about 50 feet high, with side ones of a smaller 
height. The eastern temple stands on a base 12 feet 
square and rises in a single spire to a height of 
about 70 feet, and it can be seen from a great dis¬ 
tance. The temples are of very solid construction, 
and ornamented outside with carved work in brick 
and plaster. They are about 200 years old. There 
stood close by an older temple called “Navaratna,” 
which was 250 years old and which collapsed about 
12 years ago. The railway line now runs close in 
front of the temples which stand up picturesquely 
as viewed from the train. 


Armenian 
Church of the 
Holy Resur¬ 
rection. 


In the early part of the eighteenth century, the 
Armenians settled at Dacca in Eastern Bengal and 
formed a colony there, when it was one of the im¬ 
portant commercial centres in Bengal. There they 
flourished in commercial pursuits for a consider¬ 
able time, and amassed great riches. At first they 
built a small chapel, where they worshipped prior 
to the. erection of the present church, and they 
lie buried in the cemetery at Tejgaon, where many 
an old tombstone with Armenian inscriptions can 
be seen. 

The oldest is to the memory of one Avetis, an 
Armenian merchant, who had died at Daocaon 
15th August 1714. 

In 1781 the growing community erected the pre¬ 
sent Armenian church at Dacca in the locality 
known as Armanitola (Armenian Street) and 
dedicated it to the “Holy Resurrection.’"’ 

The ground was the gift of Agah Catohick Minas, 
and on it stood the small chapel already referred to. 
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DISTElOf— continued. 




Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


In custody of the local Muham¬ 
madans. 


The temples are resorted to by 
large numbers of people as a 
place of worship. There was 
once some landed property 
attached to them, but it has 
now been alienated for want 
of proper deed of gift* 


The building which contains the 
tomb is much overgrown with 
trees and damaged in many 
places. The vestibule, which 
had a fine gabled arch of brick 
masonry, has fallen in. The ne¬ 
cessary repairs can be carried 
out at a cost of Rs. 500. 

The temples are very old and are 
overgrown with vegetation and 
trees. If the jungle were era¬ 
dicated, the plaster renewed and 
the walls whitewashed, they 
would last for a long while. 
The cost of such repairs may be 
estimated at about 500 rupees, 
which it is not in the power of 
the present oustodian of the 
temples to defray. 


In use as a ohurch, and is in the 
custody of a warden. 


In good order 


ib 


iib 


ib 


See pages 151-152 of the His¬ 
tory of the Armenians in 
India by Mesrovb J. Seth, 
Armenian Examiner to the 
University of Calcutta. 
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(1) DACCA 


No. District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 2 

3 


| 4 

'5 

12 Dacca 

\ 

l 

Dacca (Cemetery) 

Tomb of 

0 o 1 o m b o 
Saheb. 

I- ' 1 

In the early part of the present century the most 
eminent Armenian merchant and zemindar of Dacca 
was the famous Agah Arratoon Michael, who died 
a millionaire in 1824. The founder of the Dacoa 
Pogose School, Mr. Nicholas Pogose, was another 
rich Armenian zemindar of Dacca, That once- 
flourishing colony is reduced to a few families 
only, as in the case of Bombay and Madras. The 
church oontains some ancient inscriptions. 

There is an unfinished clock tower on the west 
of the Armenian church, under which are the 
graves of Hiripsimiah, who died on 15th February 
1837, and of her husband Johanness Oarrapiet 
Sarkies, who died 25th January 1854. After his 
wife’s death, Mr. Sarkies erected in July 1837 
a tower of small height upon the present base 
with a large bell. The bell broke in 1860 or 
1861; Mr. Sarkies then had the bell tower broken 
down, indented fox a large clock from Eng¬ 
land, and commenced building the present clock 
tower over the old walla of the bell tower. The 
work was delayed owing to mismanagement till 
Mr. Sarkies lost his reason, and subsequently died. 
The clock with his other properties was sold off 
after his death; the tower is still standing in an 
unfinished state. Though not of any antiquity, it 
is a conspicuous and interesting object in Dacca. 
Proposals are on foot for its completion by the 
Armenian residents of the place. 

This is a lofty mausoleum situated near the tomb of 
the Joseph Paget, and is an octagonal building 
with a dome on the top. The inside measurement 
of each of the sides of the octagonal base is 
5'-6". The height from floor to the highest point 
of the ceiling of the dome is about 40 feet, and the 
total height from the base to the ridge is about 46'. 
The structure is divided into three stages. The 
first or lower portion is 14 feet in height from the 
plinth. There are four doorways in it, each mea¬ 
suring 2'-8" by (7-0*; there are also recesses on the 
remaining four sides measuring 4'-6" by 12'-0*. 
There is an ordinary simple cornice on top of the first 
stage. The second or middle stage is also about 14' 
in height, and there are eight windows, one on each 
side, measuring 3'-6* by 8M)"; these are fitted up 
with ornamental earthenware louvre work. There 
is a cornice on top of this stage like the one described 
for the first stage. The last stage or the top 
portion is a dome or cupola 12 feet in height. At 
each corner of the octagon there is an octagonal 
pillar on the outside surmounted by a vase like that 
generally to be found in Muhammadan mosques. 
There are also four pillars on the four corners of 
the circiunscribed square, and these look like ordi¬ 
nary buttresses. There are three graves inside the 
structure without any inscriptions. 
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No. District. 

Locality. 

>— ■/. ■ .. 

Name of 
monument* 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 2 

3 

/ . 

4 

5 

13 Dacca 

Dacca 

Pagla bridge... 

On the 5th mile of the Dacca-Njfrayangarij road 
probably erected by Mir Jumla, who became 
Viceroy of the Dacca province in 1660. 

14 Do. 

Do. 

Tungi bridge... 

14th mile of the Dacoa-Mymexisingh road, 

1 robably erected by the same Yiceroy as the above, 
the style of architecture being very similar. The 
bridge was blown up by order of the Magistrate 
of Dacca'during the Mutiny. An engraving in 
on 0. I) Oyly.fi Bums of Dacca shows that one 
arch had fallen in many years before. A new 
iron bridge was built, but was carried away by the 
extraordinary high flood of 1890. 

15 Do. 

Kerdniganj (6 

miles west of 
Dacca). 

The Sat Gomal 
mosque. 

} h'; '5 i ft 

iiiis mosque is situated on the "extreme edge of very 
high land on the borders of a deep and large 
swamp and is very picturesque. Strong revetment 
walls support the mosque on the west side, 
towards the swamp. There is a small enclosed 
corn (yard in front of it, hut the enclosure walls 
have fallen down, and the gateway is in rains. 
There are other minor _ mosques and tombs in the 
“vicinity, but they are in ruins and without any 
inscriptions, and no history of them can be traced. 

v 



No history can either be traced showing the age or 
the founder of.the Sat, Gomel Mosque; there is no 
stone inscription or anything connected with the 
mosque which might give a clue to its history. The 
IMdlah soys that there was an engraved stone 
built over the central doorway of the mosque, but 
that when it was neglected and overgrown with 
jungle the stone was detached from the building and 
taken away by mischievous persons. 




The masj'id is an oblong hall 48' x 1G' feet inside 
measurement with four hollow, octagonal towers of 

8 inside and 12 outside measurement. These are 
rru _ stories and are surmounted each by a dome, 

■the main hall is also roofed over by three domes in 
tbeuRual mosque fashion, and these three domes with 
the lour others on the corner towers make in all 
seven m number, which give rise to the name of Sat 
bomal Masjid, or the mosque of 7 domes. The 
budding is ornamented both inside and outside 
with mnumerable niohes and recesses. 

16 Do. 

- L - < 

Mirpur, thana [ 

Ker&nigaSj. 

I 

Pomb of Shah 
Ali S&heb. 

About 8 miles to the north-west of the town of Dacca, 
near the large village of Mir pur stands the Daxgd 
or the Mausoleum of the saint Shah Ali Saheb. It 
is a square building 36 feet outside . measnremnt 
and about the same in height with walls 7 feet thick 
and contains the tomb of the saint in its centre. 

1 he walls are surmounted by a single large tower 
with four small minarets at its corners Over the 
central doorway are two stone inscriptions, one in 

-------- - ■ , 
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Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


Abandoned, a new bridge having 
been erected about 50 feet east 
of it. 


Abandoned 


Under the charge of the local 
Muhammadans. 


It is still used as a place of 
worship, not only by the local 
Muhammadans, but by those 
coming from distant places. 


The bridge is in a dilapidated 
condition; the turrets which 
flanked it still stand on the 
banks. A very picturesque 


rum. 


Remnants of the old structure are 
still standing. 


It was thoroughly reclaimed 
and repaired by Nawab Sir 
Abdul Gunny, k.c.s.i., about 
eight years ago, and it stands in 
every respect a practically new 
building. He also pays a 
monthly donation towards the 
maintenance of a priest who 
enjoys the produce of a piece 
of rent-free land of about 12 
pakhis in area. 


The Dargd is in good repair and 
is patronized by Nawab Sir 
Abdul Gunny, k.c.s.i., who 
has but lately added a mosque 
for prayers, a small building for 
itinerant “fakirs” or Muham¬ 
madan devotees and an enclosed 
building for the us© of zanana 
ladies coining to offer their 


in 


in 


See page 202 of Vol. I of 
Bishop Heber’s Journals: 
London, 1828. 


See footnote on page 121 of 
Hunter’s Statistical Account 
of the Dacca District. 


iib 


iib 
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No 

District. 

Locality, 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 





Tughra Arabic and the other in ornamental Persian 
character. Ink impressions of both these inscrip¬ 
tions have been sent to the Government Epigra- 
phist. Nothing very particular is known in the 
neighbourhood about the saint. The current tradi¬ 
tion is that about 400 years ago Shah Ali, a prince 
of Bagdad, having renounced the pleasures of the 
world, came with four disciples and lived in a small 
mosque at this place. He ordered his disciples not 
to disturb him in his devotions for 18 months and 
shut himself up in the mosque for the performance 
of penances without any food or refreshments. The 
time passed, and when only one clay remained the 
ouriosity of the disciples was excited by a noise within 
as if of some liquid boiling over a fire. They forced 
open the door and found nothing remaining of the 
saint except a pool of boiling blood. They re¬ 
mained transfixed when an aerial voice in the tones 
of the saint ordered them to inter the blood as his 
remains at the spot, which they did. The place 
became famous for its sanctity, and ever since pil¬ 
grims have been (looking in large numbers to offer 
their prayers before the tomb. Some time after his 
interment an unknown merchant, who made large 
profits in his business in the neighbourhood, attri¬ 
buting his fortunes to the mediation of the saint, 
built this present Darg& or Mausoleum on the 
spot. 

17 

Dacca 

Naliganj (Nara- 
yangafij). 

Kadam East 
Fort am 

mosque. 

il This fort is traditionally supposed to contain a print 
i of the prophet’s foot, hence the name. The mosque 
said to contain the footprint is in fair condition. 
The two-storeyed gateway facing the river is a 
striking building. 

18 

Do. 

H&jiganj 

Fort 

. This fort was erected by the 'Viceroy, Mir JumM, to 
resist the incursions of the Hughs and Arakanese. 

19 

Do. 

Munshiganj ... 

Fort 

. This fort was built during the time of the Emperor 
Aurangzeb for protecting the country from the 
invasion of the Burmese. Within the enclosure 
wall are situated the residence of the Subdi visional 
Officer of Munshiganj and the look-up, the first of 
which is built upon the top of the chief bastion. 

20 

Do. ••• 

Sopakhanda ... 

Fort ruins ... 

This fort is situated at the junction of the 
Dakhya and.Dhalesvari rivers. It stands opposite 
Niirayaijgaiij on the east side of the Lakhya river. 

It is one of the three forts built for the purpose of 
repelling the invasions of the Mugbs and Arakanese. 

It is a level quadrangular space measuring 296' x 

190' surrounded by a wall of briokwork 10 feet in 
height with inner and intermediate bastions and 
a raised outwork on the western face, The wall iB 



































DISTRICT— continued . 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks 


6 

7 

8 



' «* 




In private hands and much fre¬ 
quented by the Muhammadans 
of the district. 


Belongs to Nawab Ashanullah, 
cu.b. Has been utilized by 
the Nawab as the basis of a 
new building 

It is under the custody of Go¬ 
vernment. 


Is in private hands and is the 
joint property of the local 
zammdars. 


prayers at the Dargi. He 
also keeps up a garden and a 
small tank in connection with 
the Darga, pays for a perma¬ 
nent guard, and offers regular 
t donations for the festival occa¬ 
sions. He has also constructed 
two road8, one leading frpm the 
Juspar river and the other from 
the Dacca-Coalundo road to the 
Dargd, and has thus made the 
place formerly embedded in 
jungle accessible both by land 
and water. 


Is in good order, having been 
lately thoroughly renovated. 
The surrounding walls are dila¬ 
pidated, but of no interest. 


The exterior walls of the fort 
and a bastion are standing. 


The enclosure wall and five bas¬ 
tions are still standing. These 
are in bad condition" and are 
overgrown with trees and 
jungle and need repair, the 
oost of whioh will be about 
Rs. 1,000. 

In a totally ruined state, being 
overgrown with pipul trees. 
The outwork in the front is in 
a ruined condition, and the 
conservation of the structure 
is impossible. 


iib 


iiZ> 


i a 


in 
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N< 

). District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 





loop-holed for 3 feet from the top, the bottom being 
built solid. It is only 3J feet thick, and though 
standing for the most part, it is in a totally ruined 
state, being overgrown with pipul trees. The 
Lakhya river must at one time have flowed by the 
foot of the fort, but it is now about 300 feet distant. 


Dacca •*. 

1111 

Sonargaon ox 

Suvarnagrdm. 


This is in the Ndrayaiigafij subdivision. It was the 
capital of a Hindu principality anterior to the 
invasion of Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khiliji, a.d. 
1203. Coins have been discovered on which 
Sonargaon is designated “Hazrati Jalal,” a 
title afterwards given to Mozimabad, which was 
made the mint city. During the 15th and part of 
the 16th centuries, Sonargaon was the capital of an 
independent monarchy. About the 16th century, 
the city swarmed with pirs, fakirs, and other 
religious mendicants to a greater extent than perhaps 
any other Indian city. Amidst the ruins and forests 
of modern Sonargaon it is said that at least 150 
“ gaddis ” of fakirs are distinguishable. 





The following is a description of the old buildings of 
Sonargaon. 

21 

Do, «• • 

Ditto • 

(S.-W. of Mo- 
hull a Baghal- 
pur.) 

Tombs of fh 
Pirs (saints} 

, 0 The sepulchres of the five pirs are plaoed parallel to 
i, one another, and are raised about four feet from the 

ground. The river Brahmaputra must in former 
days have flowed past them. It was at one time 
intended to cover the tombB with a roof, but the 
pillars were never raised more than a few feet, 
The age of these graves, the names of the holy men, 
and the country whence they came are unknown. 
The belief is that they came from the west. At the 
south-west corner of the enclosure is a small un¬ 
interesting mosque, which, like the tombs, is rapid¬ 
ly falling into ruins. 





This dnrga is considered so sacred that even Hindus 
saldm as they pass, and Muhammadan pilgrims 
resort to it from great distances. . There are only 
two other shrines to which Muhammadans make 
pilgrimages in Eastern Bengal,—one is the tomb 
of Shah Ali Sfaahib at Mirjmr, a few miles north¬ 
west of Dacca; the other is the darga of Pir 
Badar Auliga, at Chittagong. The latter is the 
patron saint of all Hindu and Muhammadan boat¬ 
men and fishermen in Eastern Bengal. 

22 

Do# mi 

Ditto 

Tomb of Ghyag 
uddia Azam 
Shah. 

!- About five hundred yards south-east of the above 
l darga, on the edge of a filthy trench called ‘Magh 
Dlglu ’ is the so-called tomb of Ghyasuddin Azam 
Shah, King of Bengal, and correspondent of the poet 
Hafiz. This mausoleum formerly consisted of a pon¬ 
derous stone surrounded by pillars about five feet 
in height. The stones are all beautifully oarved, 
and the corners of the slabs and the arabesque 
tracery are as perfect as on the day they loft 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 



... 

For account of the ruins of 
Son&rgaon ,—see pages 135 
to 139 of Yol. XV of the 
Archaeological Survey Re¬ 
ports. 

•M ' M 

♦ '' r /'".V V : • . j* . : ' • * 1 ; .* . , •' ' : 

In a ruinous state. Tbe wall 
surrounding the enclosure has 
fallen clown in places, and 
several large jungle trees grow 
close to the tombs, and will 
ultimately destroy them. 

iii 

For an account of these tombs, 
<&o., see pages 139 to 145 of 
Yol. XV of the Archaeologi¬ 
cal Survey Reports. 

/ 

Abandoned 

The tomb has fallen to pieces. 
The iron clamps that hound the 
slabs together have rusted, and 
the roots of trees have under¬ 
mined the massive stones, some 
of which are missing- Con¬ 
servation desirable. The Col¬ 
lector will see if a subscription 
can be raised for its restoration. 

i a 

i 



S K 


























(I) DACCA 


No. 
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Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


23 


Dacca 


Maghrapara, 

Sonargaon. 


Damdama Port 


Tomb of Mun- 
na Shah Dar- 
vesh. 


Tomh of Sheik 
M o h nmod 
Yasuf (Hafiz 
Saheb). 


the workman’s hands. The stones are hard, almost 
black, basalt. 

At the head is a prostrate sandstone pillar half buried 
in earth. It was apparently used, when erect, as a 
cherdkddn, or stand for a light. 

This tomb ought to. be repaired, and the cost of 
doing so would he inconsiderable. There is no old 
building in Eastern Bengal which gives a better 
idea of Muhammadan taste, and there is none 
whioh, when properly repaired, would so long defy 
the ravages of time. The Muhammadans of Sonar¬ 
gaon are too poor to reconstruct it themselves. They 
take great pride in showing it, although they know 
nothing about it hut the name of the Sultan who 
is supposed to be buried there, and they take every 
care that none of the stones are carried off. It is 
said that some of the stones were stolen at one time, 
and the offender was detected and punished with 
imprisonment. 


The village of Maghrapira is considered by the 
natives of Sonargaon to be the site of tbe anoient 
city. It has in its immediate neighbourhood several 
undoubtedly old buildings, and within a short dis¬ 
tance is an eminence, which still bears the name of 
“ Damdama.-” or fort. This mound, which has a 
magnificent tamarind-treo growing on its top, ie 
circular, but no traces of fortifications are visible. 
It was used_ for many years by the Muham¬ 
madans as their Asharkhuna during the Muharram. 
On the tenth day all the garlands and ornaments 
that were made in place of taziyas were here col¬ 
lected to be admired by the people; the practice has 
died out, as the local Muhammadan^ have since be¬ 
came Eerazis or non-idolaters. 

In the small market village of Maghr&parA is the 
tomb of Munna Shah DarvesLi. At the foot a light 
is always burned at night, and every orthodox 
Muhammadan, as he passes the tomb, stops and 
mutters a prayer. This saint, about whom nothing 
is known, is said to have lived at the same time 
as the more famous pir whose tomb stands a 
little to the north. 

This latter is called the dargfi, of Sheik Mohamed 
Ycisuf. It contains the tombs of the saint, of his 
son, ancl of his wife. It consists of two elong¬ 
ated dome-roofed buildings, each surmounted by 
two pinnacles or kalas said to have been covered 
with gold, of which no trace remains. 

These tombs are destitute of any ornament inside. 
They are kept scrupulously clean, and are covered 
with sheets. When a raiyat hasreaped an unusually, 
abundant harvest, he presents a few bundles of 
ripe rice at the tomb in token of gratitude. If 
any calamity, such as the illness of a member of his 
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(1) DACCA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


24 


Dacca 


Mosque of 
lohamed 
Yasuf. 


M aghr 6p6r&, 

Son&rgaon. 


Tomh of Shah 
Abdul Ala. 


family, is threatening, he brings rice or b&thsa, and 
prays the saint to avert the affliction. Hindus are 
as confident of the efficacy of this propitiatory offer¬ 
ing, and as frequently employ it, as the Muham¬ 
madans. 

Close to the tombs is a modern masjid, with a hhufcba, 
or inscription, dated A.II. 1112. It was proba¬ 
bly erected by pir Mohamed Yasuf. Facing the 
mosque is a small graveyard enolosed by a brick 
wall. The graves are numerous, hut none are of 
any importance. Inserted in the wall of the 
enolosure at the left hand side of the entrance, is 
a large black stone, measuring two feet by one 
and a half which most probably belonged to the 
original or older mosque. The natives believe that 
if a person has lost any property, he has only to put 
a coating of lime on this stone, and he will 
infallibly get the property back. It was covered 
with a coating of lime when examined in May and 
June 1895. 

On scraping off the plaster a beautiful. Tnghra in¬ 
scription was found, with the name Jalaluddin 
Fateh Shah, A.H. 889. This is said to be the 
oldest inscription discovered in the Daooa district, 
with the. exception of the one in Baba Adam’s 
Mosque in Rampu.1 in Bikrampur, which bears 
the date A.H. 888. 

Close to the tomb of Mohamed Yasuf is a ruined 
gateway, called the naubatkhand, where musical 
instruments were sounded morning and evening, to 
announce to travellers and fakirs that a place of 
shelter was at hand. At the back of the modern 
mosque are the ruins of a house called the tahbise or 
treasury, where feasts were given by the Superin¬ 
tendent or mutawalli of the mosque. Still further 
to the north-west are the ruins of the dwellings of 
the Khwandhnrs. It is only within late years 
that this building, which had an upper room at 
each end, has becorn e uninhabitable. The last re¬ 
sidents taught boys to recite the Koran. 

In the mahalla north of Maghrapara, called Gohatta, 
is the tomb of a very celebrated pir, known as Siah 
Abdul Ala, alias Ponkai Diwanah. It is narrated 
that he retired to the forest, where he sat for twelve 
years so absorbed in his devotions that he was un¬ 
conscious of the lapse of time. When found, the had 
to be dug out of the mound which the white ants 
( poka) had raised around him, and which reached 
to his neck. This pir must have died near the 
end of the last century, as persons now living 
knew his son, Shah Imam Bukhsh, alias Chulu Meat. 
Father and son lie buried close together. At the 
head of the grave of the former is placed the stone 
lattice on which he spent his twelve years of 
meditation. The tombs are otherwise of no interest. 
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Exploration desirable 
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25 


26 


Dacca 


Do. 


Mag hrap&r& 
Sonargaon. 


Habibpur, Sondr- 
gaon. 


27 


Do. 


Sadipur, Sondr- 
gaon. 


Y asuffganj 
Mosque. 


Tomb of Pagld 
Saheb. 


Q-aribulla’s 

Mosquo. 


They are merely heaps of mud kept carefully 
clean and covered over with a grass thatoh. 

In the same quarter a very large mosque formerly 
stood, -which fell into ruins, when the proprietor sold 
the bricks to the Hindus of Ndrayanganj. Muham¬ 
madans extenuate this offence by asserting that the 
proprietor, who was a pensioned Deputy Magistrate 
was insane when he did it. Even the foundations 
have been dug up. It is said that the walls were 
8 feet thick, and that the interior of the mosque 
was ornamented with carved bricks. 

On the roadside, east of Maghr&pdrd, is a small 
mosque called the Yasuffganj Masjid. It is a very 
old one. The walls are nearly 6 feet thick, and 
this thickness combined with the strength of the; 
masonry has kept the mosque still standing. 

Beyond the village of Habibpur, on the right hand 
side of the district road, is the tomb of “Pdgld 
Saheb.” It is an old insignificant building. Various 
stories are told of the reason why this pir received 
such a singular name. One is that he became 
light-headed, from the intensity of Ms devotions. 
Another, that ho was a great thief-catcher, who 
nailed every thief he caught to a wall, and then 
beheaded him. Having strung several heads to¬ 
gether, he threw them into an adjoining khal, 
which has ever since been known as the “ munrla 
mdld,” i.e., necklaoe of heads. This tomb is so 
venerated that parents, Hindu and Muhammadan, 
offer at it the “ ohoti ” or queue of their children 
when dangerously ill. 

This is situated on an elevated mound surrounded by 
a moat in the village of Sadipur about half a 
mile north-east of Maghrapara in the Sonargaon 
pargnna. It was erected by Sheikh Garihulla, 
formerly an examiner of doth, to the East India 
Company. It hears the date A. H. 1182. Itsj 
pinnacles are made of glazed pottery, but the 
building generally is plain, and devoid of interest.: 
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Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


Abandoned 


Under the custody of Amir 
IloHsein Mir, an inhabitant 
of Barsechinish, a neighbour¬ 
ing village, who states that his 
forefather, Sheikh Carilmlh), 
constructed this mosque. 


In ruins 


Rapidly going to pieces. The 
dome is covered with pipal 
trees, the roots of which have 
penetrated into the masonry. 


Overgrown with vegetation and 
trees, and falling into decay. 


Although it stands as a witness 
to the neat, fine, and durable 
workmanship of old days it is 
in bad condition and needs re¬ 
pairs. It has lost its parapet, 
cornices, and the top part of the 
four pillars at its four corners 
with the ornamental work there¬ 
on. Deep-rooted pipul trees 
have grown into the walls and 
the roof. The plaster of the 
lower parts of the wall has 
also fallen to the height of 
about 5' to T from the 
plinth level. The mosque does 
not seem to have received 
any repairs since its construc¬ 
tion. The cost of these re¬ 
pairs roughly estimated will 
come to about Rs. 260. Nawab 
Aghnnnullah has recently pro¬ 
vided this amount, and the 
District Engineer will have 
tire work done shortly. 
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.1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

oc 

0* 

/. # - - • ■ 

Dacca . .. 

I 

Pannam, Sonar- 
gaon. 

Dulalpur Bridg< 

i This is a fine Muhammadan bridgo over a khdl 
on a village road connecting Pannam with the 
district road from Hdjigailj to Byda Bazar. It has 
three arches, the middle arch is higher than those 
at the sides and is intended for the passage of boats. 
The bridgo is very old. The roadway is very 
steep and is formed of bricks ciroularly arranged. 

There is also a smaller bridgo leading from the 
same road over a branch kh&l to the main street of 
Pannam village. The roadway of this bridge is 
also formed of bricks arranged circularly and 
kept in place by several large pillars of basalt 
laid flat at the toe or end of the arches. This 
bridge has towers at its sides which originally 
flanked a gate-way. 

21) 

Do. 

Aminpur, Sonar- 
gaon. 

Residence ... 

In Aminpnr lie the ruins of the abode of the 
royal karori, or tax-gatherer. Like all. old ruins, 
they are said to oontain fabulous treasures pro¬ 
tected by numerous snakes. A descendant of this 
family whose name is Kili Prasad Karori 
still resides in the neighbourhood ; close to his 
residence are the ruins of an old Hindu building, 
the only one existing in Sonargaon. It is called 
Jhikoti, and is a building having an elongated 
domed roof formed of concrete and walls pierced 
with numerous openings. It was formerly used 
for religious purposes. 

30 

Do. 

Goaldi, Sornagaon 

Abdul Hamid’s 
mosque. 

This is a comparatively modern structure. Its Iritaba 
bears the date A. H. 1116. 

31 

Do. 

. i 

Ditto, ditto ... 

Mosque 

About a hundred yards to the south of the above is 
the oldest mosque in SonArgaon. The residents 
call this old mosque purana or old mosque. Its 
kit aba has fallen out, but has been carefully pm- 
served in the interior. On this stone is inscribed the 
name of Alauddin Husain Shah, A. II. 995. This 
monarch being an Arab,assumed the title Sherif 
Mecca, but in this inscription he is designated 
“ Hasabi,” cr Persian from the place of bis nativity. 

The interior of the mosque is 16J feet square. The 
four walls, as they ascend, give place to the eight walls 
of an octagon. At each corner are quarter domes 
or arobes, and the dome rises from the pendentives. 
As usual there are three mihrabt or arched recesses. 
The centre one is formed of dark basaltic stones 
beautifully carved and ornamented with arabesque 
work The two side ones are of brick, boldly cut 
and gracefully arranged. The bricks in the arch¬ 
ways have been ground and smoothed by manual 
labour. The pillars at the doorways are sand-stone, 
evidently the plunder of some Hindu shrine. Until 
thirty-four years ago this mosque was used for 
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Remakes. 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

Under the custody of Ram 
Chandra Poddar, &uru Chan¬ 
dra Poddar, and others of 
Pannam, who are well-to-do 
men and could easily keep 
the bridge in good order if 
so inclined. At present 
they are doing nothing for 
the protection or preservation 
of the bridge. The Collector 
hopes to get it taken over by 
the District Board as well as 
the smaller bridge. 

ohm 

The extremities of the paved 
roadway of the bridge about 22 
feet on each side have sunk a 
little, but this settlement took 
plaoe long ago, and there seems 
to be no danger that it will go 
further. Some trees have grown 
into the face of the bridge which 
should be rooted ouf The 
bridge, has been much affected 
by the action of saltpetre, and 
requires repairs. New brick¬ 
work is needed in places, and 
soorkee plaster and pointing 
are also required. The cost of 
repairs will be about Rs. 410. 

ii b 

iii 

m » 

It is used by looal worshippers 
who have abandoned the old 
one, and it is maintained by 
the Muhammadan inhabitants 
of the locality. 

In good preservation 

\b 



This mosque is built of red 
brick. Its exterior was former¬ 
ly ornamented by finely carved 
bricks in imitation of* flowers, 
but neglect, and the lapse of 
centuries have left few unin¬ 
jured. 
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32 


Dacca 


Pathorghnta, tha- 
na Srinagar. 


Mosque 

Unwar. 


of 


33 Do* 


34 


Rajbari, thanfi 
Munshiganj. 


Math (tower) 


Do. 


Rampal, 1: Inin a 
Munshiganj. 


35 


Do. 


Mirkadim, thana 
Munshiganj. 


Blbii Adam’s 
tomb and moS' 
que. 


The Vallali 
bridge. 


worship. The makhadin or servant having died, 
no care was taken of the building, The dome 
threatened to fall in, so the worshippers migrated 
to the modern mosque. 

The Masjid was built in Hijri 1102, i.e., 207 years 
ago, by one Unwar, a courtier of Emperor 
Alumgir Shah (Aurangzeh), and hears an inscription 
in front. It is 34' x 20' outside measurement, has 
one central dome and a smaller one on each side. 


It is situated about 2 miles to the south-west of the 
Bajbari outpost. . It is a monumental tower of brick 
masonry built, it is said, over the funeral pyre of 
the mother of Chand Eayya and Kedar Eayya who 
were about 300 years, ago some independent princes 
of the locality. It is known as the Itajban math. 
It measures 30 feet square at base and about 80 feet 
in height and has a small room within it. The 
dimensions of the math are large and its proportions 
elegant. It stands up as a conspicuous landmark 
visible for many miles across the Ganges on the south 
and the Megna on the north. The passenger 
steamers passing up and down the Ganges between 
Dacca and Goalundo have this math in sight for 
for 4 or 5 hours, with an interval in the middle, as 
they pass it first going down the Ganges, and after¬ 
wards again, after rounding the point at the junc¬ 
tion of the rivers, as they get up the Megna. 

The tomb is a common plastered brick saroopkagus, 
standing on a platform 25 feet square. 

The mosque is the only old building in Rampal. Its 
outside measurements are 49 feet long by 38 feet 
wide and the inside measures 33' x 22'. 

There is a tradition that the Burmese during their 
invasion took away the large pieces of stone from 
the corners of the walls, the jambs of the doors 
and the springing points of the domes. There 
is a stone inscription on the front of the build¬ 
ing in a character no one in the neighbourhood 
can decipher. Tradition gives the date of erection 
as A. II. 888 or 424 years ago. 

This is a.strong structure of masonry and stands upon, 
the Mirkadim kh&l. It is said to have been built 
by Baja Vallal Sen before the conquest of Bengal 
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Custody or present uso. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

It is now under the charge of 
a Mollah or priest by name 
Jikan Khan, who lives near the 
mosque and enjoys an annual 
rent of Ks. 12-2 and the pro¬ 
duct of two pieoes of rent-free 
pirottar land. It is used for 
daily prayer, and the above 
income goes to meet the ex¬ 
penses of lighting and mats, 
&c., that are used during the 
prayers. 

It is in a good state of preserva¬ 
tion and is said to have been 
repaired to some extent about 
20 years ago by one of the 
inhabitants of the locality who 
is now in indigent circum¬ 
stances. The late repairs have 
greatly improved the mosque, 
but some plants need rooting 
out, and some doors and repairs 
to floor are required. The cost 
of the repairs will come to about 
Ra. 250. Nawab Ashannullah 
Bahadur has supplied the 
amount, and the District Engi¬ 
neer is having the work done. 

xih 


It is not a plaee of worship and 
not in the custody of any 
particular person or used for 
any particular object. 

It is neglected and much dila¬ 
pidated. Large trees have 
grown in the masonry, and some 
of them have borne fruit. Salt¬ 
petre has also eaten away the 
plaster. It is only the strength 
of the masonry which has kept 
the Mot still standing. It 
has been estimated that the 
cotton trees oan be eradicated 
and the pointing renewed for 
Eg. 700, towards which the 
Collector has raised Rs. 500. 
The District Engineer will see 
the work done. 

la 

< 

The mosque is in charge of 
Ainuddin Khandkar, Muham¬ 
mad Faizutldin Khandkar, and 
Mafizuddin Demin, who live 
near the mosque and enjoy 
the produce of about lObighds 
of rent-free land for its main¬ 
tenance. It is still used for 
worship and is much revered 
as a sacred place in the 
neighbourhood. 

It is in a very dilapidated state. 
It has two stone pillars in the 
centre, which with the surround¬ 
ing walls support a roof with six 
domes. Three of these domes 
have almost entirely fallen in, 
another is severely shattered, 
and the two last are intact. 
The whole of the building is 
overgrown with large trees, the 
roots of whioh have penetrated 
deep into the masonry, and the 
building cannot be repaired. 

iii 

See pages 132 to 135 of VoL 
XVof the Archaeological Sur¬ 
vey Reports. 

It is still used by pedestrians 
who cross the bridge over the 
narro w top of the wing walls. 

The two south wings have fallen 
down, and the cut-waters are 
cracked. The whole structure 
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36 


Daoca 


4 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


T&ltollah, tbana 
Srinagar. 


Bridge 


by the Muhammadans. If this is correct, it is 
about 800 years old. It consists of a centre Gothic 
arch 14 feet span and 28 feet in height above the 
bed of the kbil, with two side arches of 7 feet 3 
mohes span each, and 17 feet high. It is a tine 
bridge. 

The piers are 6 feet thick. The wings are straight 
back, and the whole length of the bridge is 173 feet, 
ihe abutments, piers, and arches, and the two 
north wings are entire. 


T kis £ndge- is also said to have been built by R6i6 
Ballal ben. It is over the TOtollah khaL The 
capital of the Hindu Raj&s was at Kdmp&l about 
two miles to the east of Munshigahj. Both this and 
the Mirkadim bridge stand in a direct line west- 
ward from the capital, over two parallel khals, aud it 
is said that they stood on a line of road running 
from the capital westward to the bank of the Padm£ 
T1 u- )r i. n C0ns ^ ,6< l °f three arches of masonry, of 

f on x 2 T ere mi f 15 feet °P enir, g each and the other 
ot 8U teet. _ The larger arch was blown up by gun¬ 
powder during the first years of the English rule, 
so as to secure .direct communication between 
Calcutta and Dacca, for large boats for the con- 
^eyance of troops, &e., to the Eastern frontier and 
tor tne Burmese wars. 


(2) MYMENSINGH 


37 


Mymensingh 


Goiyaripa near 
Sherpur, in 
J&milpur sub¬ 
division. 


Fort 


rums 


An old fort built of mud. It has no architectural 
pretensions, but is of considerable size. It was 
brnlt not less than 350 years, (and probably about 
? uo years) ago as an outpost, it is said, to check the 
incursions of the hill tribes. It is encompassed 
by three walls divided by two ditches, one between 
f outer and middle and the other between the 
middle and inner walls. There are four gates on 
the four sides of the fort. The east gate is called 
Koomdooari; the west gate is called Panidocdri ; 
the south gate 8ydm Shakcmdoodri, and the north 
giite K/nrlticloodrl. Two pieces of stone are lying near 
the PanulooM, and they are supposed to he a part of 
a door. A tombstone of Amir Hushen Shah still 
stands within the fort. A big stone with an ins- 
cription m Arabic characters, which was placed on 
• 6 , Z 8 tak ? n to the Asiatic Society, Calcutta 
in 1871. 1 here is a boat-shaped island between 
the southern and western interior ditches called by 


soul© Eosha ?? and by others u I)in 2 $. ,? There are 
several —* 11 n • - 


i w *fkin fort, of ‘which the Mati 

Miab Mao is well known. It is said that a 
powemil xullman lived in this place who would 
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DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 


The feat, however, is very 
dangerous. 


It is still used by people of the 
neighbourhood, who walk with 
extreme danger over the 
shattered arches and a light 
and narrow wooden footpath 
thrown aoross the demolished 
arch. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


is overgrown with large trees 
whioh have taken root in the 
masonry. The bridge needs 
thorough repairs, which will 
cost about 8,000 rupees. With 
such repairs the structure would 
be worth about 50,000 rupees, 
and the Collector thinks the 
work should be undertaken by 
the District I3oard. 


The gunpowder has totally 
destroyed the larger arch, and 
has so much shattered the other 
two arohes and the piers that 
the restoration of the bridge is 
hopeless. 


m 


DISTRICT. 


No custodian 


In a ruinous state, and there is 
nothing about it worth preserv- 
ing. 
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38 


Mymensingh 


Keshoregange 


Temple of 
Lakshi Nfira- 
yai). 


oppress travellers, and one Humaun Sha Amir 
killed him and built a fort here. Other say that 
Humaun Sha Amir, who was a nephew of the 
Emperor of Delhi, took refuge here from fear of 
the Emperor. During the quarrel between the 
Bajci of Kueh Bihar and Patkoor the Governor 
of Bengal, Mansingha, put up here for a short time. 
The following is a copy of the translation made by 
the late Professor Blochmann of the stone inscrip¬ 
tion in the possession of the Asiatio Society:—■ 

“In the name of God, the merciful, the element! 
There is no God but Allah. Mahomed is Allah’s 
prophet * * * There is no God but 

Allah * Mahomed is Allah’s prophet * * 

0 God, bless Mahomed, the elected, and Ali, the 
chosen, and Fatimah the pure, and Hasan * 
* and Hussain * * # built * * 

the King of the age and the period Saifuldunaja 
Waddin Abdul Muzaffar Firoz Shah, the King- 
May God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule! 
This (vault) was completed in the blessed * * 

Ram jail 8 * *” 

The slab of this inscription was in the Museum of the 
Asiatic Society, Calcutta having been sent down by 
Babu Hard Chandra Chaudlmri of Sherpur. It is 
of granite and measures 4 feet by 2 feet, but the 
letters are very indistinct, and many are hopeless¬ 
ly broken away. The inscription seems to have 
belonged to a vault. In each corner of the slab is 
a square, containing the name of one of the first 
khalifas; the two squares on the left and those on 
the right are joined by vertical lines, but the letters 
between each set of squares are illegible, The slab 
was entire, but an elephant put his foot on it, and 
the right side of the stone broke in two. The in¬ 
scription itself consists of only four lines. 

This shows that the vault to which this inscription 
belonged was constructed in the reign of the Em¬ 
peror Firoz Shah, who ruled from 1351 to 1388. 
This monarch is said to have been celebrated for 
his public works, and this fort was probably one 
of those works. 

This temple consisting of 21 pinnacled structures, 
together with other adjoining buildings, viz. (1) 
the Jaltungi (summer house), (2) the . Rasbari, (3) 
the Durga mandir, (4) the Sib Mandir, and other 
smaller structures was erected about 150 year ago 
and are all dedicated to the god Lakshin! Narayan. 
They are known by the common name of Deb 
Mandir. Four tanks were also dug. One of these 
was a large piece of water, 265 yards in length by 
142 yards in breadth. It is situated on the east of 
the temple of Lakshmi-Ntatyan. The Jaltungi or 
three-storied building rises from the bed of the 
tank in question. The temple of Lakshmx Narayuri 
and its adjoining buildings cover an area of 9,216 
square feet. There are two inscriptions in Sanskrit 
in the big temple, a considerable height from the 
base. Some of the letters are obliterated. 

















































D1STRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation, 

Classifi¬ 

cation, 

Remarks. 

6 

7 


8 

9 

\ 

In the custody of Babus Lalit Tv 
Bihar! Roy and Ram Kumar r 
DSs. 

1 

po of the buildings are . in 
uins. 

iiJ 
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(3) FARIDPUR 

No 

j 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument.' 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

30 

Faridpur ... 

Khab&slipur, thd- 
nd Faridpur. 

Mosque 

Built by the great-grandfather of one Melierali 
Khuudakar of Khabaslipur, who was known as a fakir 
or darvesh amongst the people of his time. 

40 

Ditto 

Mekchami, tliani 
Baliakundi. 

Temple oi 

Baugsa Go- 
pdi. 

; Built about 200 years ago by one Ajodhydrdm Sen of 
the Baidya caste and dedicated to the family deity 
Bangsa Gop&lji. 

41 

Ditto 

Batkamari, tliana 
Maksudpur. 

Temple 

Built about 100 years ago by one Subodha Boy, 
forefather of Jajhesvar S4ha of Batkamari. He 
intended to set up a Hindu idol named Sava in the 
temple, but did not succeed in doing so. 

42 

Ditto 

Chucha, thand 
Maksudpur. 

Dolm a fi oka 
temple* 

Built about 70 or 80 years ago by one PadmaLooban 
Datta of Chuoha for performing the Dolj&tra. It 
is known as Dolmanoha. 

43 

Ditto 

Pathrail, th&na 
Bhanga. 

Mosque of 
Abda Khan- 
dakar. 

Built about more than 200 years ago by one Abda 
Khandakar of Pathrail for the purposes of namaz 
or prayer. 

44 

Ditto 

A'zampur, thdna 
Pangsa. 

M o s q u o of 
Nasir Shaik. 

Said to have been built some 200 years ago by one 

Nasir Sbaik, a kotwal in the service of Baja Eaui- 
jiban Boy of Nator, when the pargand Belgaohi 
was included in the zamindari of the Baja. 

45 

Ditto 

Mathurfpur, thfinA 
Belgaciri. 

Temple 

Said^ to have been built about 200 years ago by one 
Sangram Shah of the Baidya family for dedication 
to some deity, hut as one of the masons employed 
in its construction accidentally fell down from the 
steeple and died, it was abandoned. 

46 

Ditto ... 

Dhob&.d&fi 
thfina Bhusbana. 

Temples of 
Madan Mohan 
and Kes&b. 

Built about 300 years ago by one Durlabk Chandra 

Shaha of Dhobadanga. Two Hindu idols, one 
named Madan Mohan Thdkur and the other tMkur 
Kessab, were worshipped in these two temples. At 
the time of the Doljdti’a and the Rasjatrd, two Hindu 
festivals, many people used to gather at the place, 
and the ceremonies were performed with great eclat. 

47 

Ditto 

Nalii, J£m£lpore ? 
tliana Balid- 
kandi. 

Temple of 
Jaya Durga. 

Built about 100 years ago by one Krishna Earn 
Chakra,varti of Nalia and dedicated to the goddess 

Jaya Durga. 


(4) BACKERGUNGE 

48 ; 

Backergunge ] 

Bibi Ohini, out- >1 
post Ni&mati 

Bibi Ohini’s 
Mosque. 

An old mosque raised on an artificial mound of consid¬ 
erable size and height. It is said to have been 
built by Bibi Chini, sister of Niyamatullah, who 
founded Niamati, and is evidently a relic of the 
time_ when the Muhammadans first settled in the 
district. It remained hidden in the jungle for 
centuries and was discovered at the time when the 
Sundarbans were cultivated. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In charge of Meherali Khun- 
dakar of KMbashpur and not 
used for any purpose. 

In a dilapidated state. Is not 
much taken care of. Requires 
repairs. 

ixb 


The present owner is Basanta 
Kumar Sen. The temple has 
now been abandoned. 

Overgrown with trees. Cost of 
repairs beyond the means of 
the present owner. 

iifi 


In charge of Jajnesvar Saha, 
but not used for any purpose. 

Plants have grown over the top 
of the temple. Requires repairs 
and whitewashing. 

iib 


In charge of Nirmala Sundari, 
daughter of Raj Kumar Datta 
of Chucha. Not used for any 
purpose. 

Has been broken in places and is 
overgrown with jungle. Re¬ 
pairs required. 

ii b 


Iu charge of Abdul Rezzaque, 
son of Khandakar Neyazud- 
din, but not used at present. 

Ditto ditto ... 

ii6 


The present owners _ are the 
zamindars of Belg^ohi, Maulavi 
Faiz Bux Chowdhury and 
others. 

In a bad state of repairs and over¬ 
grown with trees. The present 
owners are well able to under¬ 
take the necessary repairs. 

ii& 


The present owner is Surya- 
kunaar Lahiri of Korokdi. 

In a ruined state overgrown with 
trees. The steeple has come 
down. The present owner is 
well able to pay for substantial 
repairs. 

iib 


In charge of Mathura N&th 
Sfihfi and Dino jN&th S6M 
of Dhob&d&uga. The idols 
have now been removed from 
these temples and they are not 
used for any purpose. 

Both temples are broken in 
places and are surrounded by 
jungle. Require repairs. 

iib 


The present owners are Stash! 
Bhhshan Ohakravarti and 
others of Nalil 

In a ruined state and the owners 
are not able to make the neoes- 
sary repairs. 

iib 


DISTRICT. 




Is situated in the zamindari of 
Babu Iila Rijendra Kumar 
Singh Chaudhari, of Bakshi 
Bazar, Daooa, and is in his 
kh&s possession. Is not used 
in any way now. 

Ruined 

ii b 

\ 


G G 
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No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


49 


Baokergunge 


Koshka, th6na 
Gour nadi. 


(4) BAOKEKGUNGB 


History, or tradition regarding the monument. 


Mosque of 
Sabi Khan. 


Built by the man known as Sabi Kh&n. It is con¬ 
siderably superior in architectural merit to Bibi 
Chini’s mosque. _ Its roof is supported by four 
stone pillars, whioh must have been brought from 
a great distance. 

There is a curious belief in the locality that of the 
four stone pillars whioh support the dome, one 
gradually decays and is reduced in size. After a 
few months the pillar again gradually reaches its 
original dimensions while another pillar decays. 
This process goes on in the four pillars. To test 
this legend the Diatriot Engineer, aooording to the 
Collector’s instructions, has taken dimensions of the 
pillars as he found them on the 11th April 1895. 
These dimensions will be checked on Mb next visit. 









































DISTBdC T—ooncludfid. 


Omftody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Eemahes. 

.. .! .——.. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Is in the custody of Kazi Go- 

Bnxnous 

ii& 


1am Mastafa, alias Madh 




KM. 
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CLASSIFI 

[See Government of India, Home Department 

I.—Those monuments ■which, from their present condition and historical or 

II.—Those monuments which it is now only possible or desirable to save 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like. 

III.—Those monuments which, from their advanced stage of decay or 

I. (#) and II («).—Monuments in the possession or charge of Government, 
conservation. 

I. (b) and II (b ).—Monuments in the possession or charge of private 


(1) TIPPERA 
(2) NOAEHlLI 
(3) CHITTAGONG 


Nc 

>. District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument., 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

(Mttogong 

C hikun dandi, 
th&ni Hathazari. 

Mosque 

Supposed to have been built 500 years ago 

2 

Ditto ... 

Futtehpur, 
thini Hathazari. 

Ditto 

Ditto ditto about 400 years ago ... 

3 

Ditto ... 

Hathazari 

Ditto 

Supposed to have been built 300 years ago by a 
chief Muhamma dan officer of the Nawab. 

4 

Ditto ... 

Musojidda, 
thami Kumaria. 

Ditto 

Supposed to have been built 400 years ago 

£ 

Ditto ... 

Khadimp6r6, 
th&na Kumdria. 

Ditto 

Supposed to have been built 400 years ago by one 
Abid Shaba. 

6 

Ditto ... 

Katgar, 

outpost Sit&kund 

Temple of 

Barabakunda. 

Built about 400 years ago 

7 

Ditto ... 

Sitakund Hill ... 

Temple of 

S'ambhun4tha. 

Twenty-four miles to the north of the town of Chit- 
tagong, on the western slope of the Sit&kund or 
Chandranith hill;, there is a shrine dedicated* to 
Biva, where a large number of pilgrims from all 
parts of Bengal gather annually on the occasion of 
the Siva Chaturdasf, the 14-th day of the moon 
sacred to Siva (usually in February). There are 
numerous shrines sturounding Ohandranath. 

8 

V.' 

' ) 

If; 

Ditto ... 

Anderkilla, th&n& 
Town Station. 

Jumma Mosque 

After the conquest of Ieh£m&b£d (Chittagong) by 
Nawab Shaista Kh&n, the Jumma Masjid was built 
on the hill at Anderkilla, under his orders by his 
son, Nawab Timed KMn, in the year 1078 Hijri, 
corresponding to 1661 A.D., for the performance of 
the rites enjoined by the Muhammadan religion 
Subsequently, when Nawab Timed Khan left 
the district, it became dilapidated, owing to 
tibe indifference of his naibs and other officials. 
Hie English Government then took possession of 
it and by opening a door through a wall, converted 
it into a magazine for the storage of arms and 
ammunition. In the year 1853, corresponding to 
1290 Hijri, the principal residents of Chittagong 
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division. 

CATION. 

Resolution No. 3—168—83, dated 26th November 1883. J 

archeological value, ought to be maintained in permanent good repair. 

from further decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve— 

or in respect of which Government must undertake the cost of all measures of 

bodies or individuals. 

DISTRICT— None. 

DISTRICT -None. 

DISTRICT. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remabks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Is in use and looked after by 
local Muhammadans, 

Unexamined 

ib 


Ib in use and looked after by 
Mustan Shaha. 

In ruins ... 

ii b 


In use and looked after by one 
Magliul Fakir. 

Unexamined 

ii b 


In use and looked after by Syed 
Rahaman and Muhammad 
Rahaman. 

Ditto 

iib 


In use and looked after by 
Khadim Akamatulla. 

Ditto ... 

ii b 


In use. In oharge of Mohant 
R&m Chandra BMrati. 

Good ... ... 

lib 


In use. In charge of Mahanth 
Kishorban. 

Worthy of conservation 

iib 


In use. It is looked after by 
Ohowdhuri Sultan Ahmad 
Khan, the vrandson of the late 
Maulvi Muhammad Hamid- 
ulla Khan. 

i ■ „ - 

Good ... ... ... 

iib 
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(3) CHITTAGONG 


No 

District* 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 





beaded by the late Maulavi Hamidullah Khan, 
petitioned the Government for the restoration of the 
mosque to the Muhammadan community, and Gov¬ 
ernment haying granted their _ prayer in the year 
1855, «.a., 1272 Hijri, it has since been used as a 
mosque. 

9 

Chittagong 

Chanmohani, 
th&nfi Town 

Station. 

Wali Kkdn’a 
mosque. 

. 

Built in 1150 Maghi Era (1790 A. D.) 

10 

Ditto ... 

Rahmatgailj, 
th&n& Town 

Station* 

Kadam Miiba- 
rak Mosque. 

The Kadam Mubarak mosque was built by Nawab 
Muhammad Eyasin Khan at Rasul Nagar in Chitta¬ 
gong town in the year 1136 Hijri, corresponding 
to 1719 A.D. 

11 

Ditto ... 

B£g H£inz&, 
thana Town 
Station. 

H4mz & KMn’s 
Mosque. 

This mosque called by the name of H6mz4 Kh£n 
and situated, at village Bag Hamza was built by 
that Nawab in the year 1093 Hijri, corresponding 
to 1676 A.D. 


(4) SOUTH 


12 


South Lushai 
Hills. 


Lungten Range 


Tomb of Kuki 

R6j6. 


Here are the ruius of a Kulci Eajd’a grave. The 
shape of the tomb, which is built of stone, is 
that of a cross, with one arm in ruins. The dimen¬ 
sions of the main line being 30 feet by 8 feet, 
and of the arms about 15 feet by 8 feet. 


(5) CHITTAGONG 


13 


14 


15 


Chittagong 
Hill Tracts. 

Myani valley ... 

Tanks 

There are four tanks, each, with four ghats of brick 
masonry. There are also relics of an old brick 
building. The banks of the tanks are now covered 
with trees, and the whole plaoe is overgrown with 
jungle. The local history is that at the Muhamma¬ 
dan conquest of Tipperd this place served as a 
shelter for the Tipperd Eajds and their families. 

Ditto ... 

Matamori valley 

Ditto 

The Matamori valley is said to have been at one time 
the seat of the ancestors of the present Chakma 
Chief. In a village there on the Toinkheong there 
are remains of masonry work, a shrine, and a 
broken statue of Gautama and a tank. 

Ditto ... 

Alikadam, outside 
the Government 

Ditto 

At this place there are eight tanks and marks of an 
old road running along the southern bank of 

1 

Forest Reserve 

. 


the Matamori. 





















































DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

3 

9 

In use. Trust Fund exists ... 

Good. No drawings, plans or 
photographs of any kind exist, t 

| 


In use and looked after by 
Maulavi A'bdus Sobhan, the 
present matawalli. 

Good 

fti 


In use and looked after by the 
villagers. 

Do. 

Hi 


LTTSHAI HILLS. 



In no one’s charge 

Unexplored and unknown 

Hi 



HILL TRACTS. 
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CLASSIFI 

[See Government of India, Home Department 

I.—Those monuments -which, from their present condition and historical or 

II.—Those monuments which it is now only possible or desirable to save 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like. 

III.—Those monuments which, from their advanced stage of decay or 
I («) and II («).—Monuments in the possession or charge of Government, 
conservation. 

I {]>) and II (5).—Monuments in the possession or charge of private bodies 


(1) PATNA 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

Patna 

Patna City 

Hums of Maurya 
Palace. 

This _ was the ancient Pataliputra, which became the 
capital of Magodha after the fall of Bajgriha. Here 
the Greek Ambassador, Megasthenes, resided, at the 
court of Rajd Chandragupta. Asoka, his grandson, 
held here the third Buddhistic Council. The Panoha 
Pahari and other mounds are associated with 
Buddhistio history. 

2 

Do. 

Ditto ... 

Sher Shah’s 
Mosque. 

This masjid is known as Sher Shah’s and is un¬ 
doubtedly the oldest in the oity. 

3 

Do. ... 

Ditto 

Chamni Gh&t 
Mosque. 

This masjid near Ohamni Gh&t was onoe very fine 
and ornamented with glazed tiles; it is still in good 
order and ought to be kept up. 

4 

Do. 

Ditto 

Khajai Kalan’s 
Ghat Mosque. 

ft 

The masjid near Khajai Kalan’s Ghdt and the 
adjacent tomb and gateway are objects of interest 
and worthy of preservation; they date to Aurangzeb. 
The roofing of the dargah is curious, and there 
must have been onoe stone lattice work enclosing 
the tomb. The masjid is plain. 
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IDIVISIOTST. 


CATION. 

Besolufcion No. 3--*168—83, dated 26th. November 1883.] 

archaeological value, ought to be maintained in permanent good repair, 
from further decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve— 
or in respect of which Government must undertake the cost of all measures of 

or individuals. 


DISTRICT. 






Custody or present use. 


] 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 



7 

1 

8 

9 








is 


Is still in good order. Tt 
repaired annually by a subscrip¬ 
tion raised in the neighbouring 
mohullak. 

The mosque itself is in tolerably 
good repair. It lies in the 
land of one Mohamad Yahia, 
a Vakil practising at Bankipore. 
On the southern side stretch 
the old oloisters of the Mad¬ 
rasah. These cloisters have 
been greatly disfigured by 
various huts and accretions 
whioh have sprung up within 
the compound. This is a matter 
for very great regret, as the 
cloisters are extremely fine with 
roofs of excellent architecture. 
Some improvements have been 
effected by the Muhammadans 
of Patna City, but very much 
still remains to be done. 

The mosque receives potty repairs 
yearly, the cost being paid by 
subscription. The adjacent 
tomb is now dilapidated, and 
the District Magistrate has 
very little hope of its ever 
being again repaired. 


i b 


ib 


iJ 


For the early history of Patna 
City, see pages 452-454 of 
Vol. I of Cunningham’s An¬ 
cient Geography of India. 

See also page 35 et seq . of 
Vol. I o:f Martin’s Eastern 
India. 

Also pages 65-69 of Hunter's 
Statistical Account of the 
Patna district. 

Also the pamphlet entitled 
“ Discovery of the exact site 
of Anoka’s classic capital 
of Pataliputra ” by L> A. 
Waddell, m.b. 
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(1) PATNA 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Patna 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Patna City 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Sculptures of 


Temples of the 
Great and the 
Little Pataneti- 


vari. 


Fort 


Tomh of Pir 
Shah Arzani. 


There is a broken figure of a goddess now smeared 
with paint by worshippers, who have great faith in 
the healing power of the adjacent well. 

Further west of Nayatola lies a double-faced figure, 
Dumukhia-devi. The figures, those of M&yadevi, 
hold a tree on one side and a hunch of plantains 
on the other. This is one of the most interesting 
sculptures in Patna, and is in a very fair state of 
preservation. Two of the figures ore said to have 
been dug up in the neighbourhood ancl to he now 
in the possession of Lyakut Miyan of Kumkrar. 
There formerly existed a shed covering this^ figure. 
It has now become dilapidated, and the pancliayut 
are collecting subscriptions with a view to 
reconstructing it. 

To the north of Nayatola lies Ghomah Mahadeo 
with two “maths,” containing figures of the god¬ 
dess Sita, one'riding on a donkey and the other 
on a horse. Of these figures the first is broken, hut 
the second is in good repair, the goddess holding in 

* one hand a broom and in the other a box of sindur. 
This latter figure is said to be only some thirty 
years old. 

The only plaoes of worship at all remarkable among 
the followers of the Brahmans are these two temples. 
The great goddess is said to_ have been placed in 
her present situation by Patali, daughter of Kajnh 
Sudars'an, who bestowed the town, now called 
Patna, on his daughter, and she cherished the city 
like a mother, on which account it was called 
Pataliputra, or the son of P&tali. The buildings are 
small. The former temple, viz., that of the Great 
Patane^vari lies in the jurisdiction of the Maha- 
raj gunge outpost, and the little temple in 
the jurisdiction of Chowk. 

It is rectangular in plan, about a mile and a 
half from east to west, and three-quarters from 
north to south. It was constructed by Arzim, 
grandson of Aurangzeb, probably on the site 
described by Megasthenes. It has hastioned walls 
on the three sides, the north side, that is on 
the river, being open. 

The chief place of aotual worship among the Moslems 
of Patna is the monument of Shah Arzani, about 
the middle of the western suburb. lie was a native 
of the Punjab, and after a long residence died here 
in the year of the Hijri 1032.. The proprietors are 
the ehelcls or disciples of the saint, and not his descen¬ 
dants, and all of these holy persons have abstained 
from marriage. There are considerable endowments 
from which food is given daily to from 50 to 200 
fakirs. 
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DISTEICT-^cow^mwerf. 


ilii : 

|! 


ill 

mWI 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Is in the oharge of one Unbind 
Dusad, who makes what he 
can out of the worshippers. 


Both are in good order 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


ii6 


i6 


ib 


See page 42 of Yol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 


See pages 35 to 43 of Vol. I 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 


See pages 41 and 42 of Yol. I 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 
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(1) PATNA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


10 


Patna 


Do. 


Patna City 


Bankipore 


Tomb of Pir 
Bahor. 


Gola (Granary) 


Every Thursday night from 100 to 500 pilgrims, 
Moslems and Hindus, many of them from a distance, 
come to intercede with the saint for his assistance 
and make offerings. In the month Zikad there is 
an annual fair (Mel4) which lasts three days, On 
the first, people apply to Shah Sujawol; on the 
second, to Yasant; and on the third, to the great 
saint, the two former having been among Ms 
successors, and the latter of them, it must be 
observed, has a Hindu name. About 5,000 votaries 
attend. Adjacent to the tomb is an Imambar&, 
where 100,000 people assemble with the pageantry 
used in celebration of the grandsons of the 
prophet. Near it is a tank dug by the saint, where 
once in the year, 10,000 people assemble, and many 
of them bathe. A public crier calls the people to 
prayers, but few or none assemble, those who are 
roused to pray by the crier perform their devotions on 
the spot where they happen to be at the time. 

The only other place of worship among the Moslems 
at all remarkable is the monument of another saint 
named Pir Bahor, which was built about 200 years 
ago, but it is only attended by a few in its vicinity. 
At one time it belonged to a widow, who, after her 
husband’s death, acted as Ptesadah for the families 
who were wont to require the assistance of the 
deceased. 

This structure, consisting of a brick building in the 
shape of a bee-hive, was re-erected in 1786 as a store 
house for grain as part of a plan to guard against 
famines, the intention being to build such granaries 
throughout the district in which grain might be 
stored in years of plenty as provision against years 
of dearth, The granary at Bankipore was, however, 
the only one built in the district, and it was never 
filled. From a reference to entry on page 102 of 
the list for the Presidency Division it will be seen 
that a granary was also erected in Fort William, 
The building at Bankipore is an enormous structure; 
the walls are 12 feet thick., and are pierced by four 
doors, one to each side. Two spiral flights of stairs 
lead to the top, where there is an opening for filling 
in the grain, which is closed with a stone slab. Over 
one of the doors is a marble tablet wMck bears the 
following inscription:— 

“No. 1.—In part of a general plan ordered by the 
Governor-General in Council, 20th of January 1784, 
for the perpetual prevention of famine in these 
provinces, this granary was erected by Captain 
John Garstin, Engineer. Completed on the 20th 
July 1786. First filled and publicly closed by 

The gola has never been filled, hence the space in the 
inscription still remains blank, and the building 
stands a useless monument of a mistake, inasmuch 
as the doors at the bottom open inwards. 
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See page 42 of Vol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 



* * • 

See pages 315-317 (with, 
woodout) of Vol. I oi Bishop 
Heber’s journals. 

See page 69 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Patna 
district. 

Also article in the Calcutta 
JSn (jlishman, dated 22nd March 
1895, headed “ An histori¬ 
cal city of India.” 
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11 


Patna 


Maner 


Tomb of a 
Muhammadan 
saint. 


The building Is worth a visit, if only to hear the 
wonderful echo within it which has an eerie effect, 
to hear it to advantage the doors must be olosed and 
the visitor should stand in black darkness. Every 
movement of his foot on the floor or his lightest 
whisper beats in hundred fold repetitions on his 
startled ears. 

The Captain Garstin, whose name is given as the 
Engineer, rose to the rank of Major-General, and 
died on the 16th February 1820, being interred in 
the South Park Street Cemetery, Calcutta. 


This tomb is well known. It is the tomb of a Muham¬ 
madan saint and is in the custody of a Musalman 
religious teacher, who is called the “ Shah Sahib.” 
It is situated on the side of a large tank. The 
tank is filled by the river Sone during the rains, 
when water enters through a culvert in the north¬ 
west oorner of the tank, which thus filled contains 
water throughout the year. The sides of the tank 
are lined with brick wall, with steps here and 
there, but no extensive ghats. The earth obtained 
from, the excavation of the tank was heaped up on 
the four sides, and on the top of the high banks 
thus formed the Bari Darga and the Ohoti 
Darg& have been erected. The Bari Darg& con¬ 
tains a number of small tombs, but nothing appa¬ 
rently of importance. The Ohoti Dargd, the 
earthwork of which is supported by exterior brick 
walls, contains the large tomb with gateways on the 
north and west sides (connected by a row of flat 
roofed buildings open towards the interior) and a 
number of small graves. At the south-east corner 
of the platform is a chatri y of which the roof has 
fallen. The north gateway is approached from 
the outside by a flight of stone steps. The door¬ 
ways consist of pointed arches of several orders. 
The centre of the gateway between the only outer and 
the only inner door is roofed with a dome, wkioh is 
in good order. The side rooms were roofed with 
stone slabs, most of which have fallen ; there were 
also projecting windows or short balconies built out 
on corbelled stone beams, but much of this has 
fallen. The dome is built of brickwork, in whioh 
some plants are growing. The rest of the gateway 
is faced with stone. The west gateway is some¬ 
what similar. 

The large tomb has a plinth about 3| feet high. 
A large dome forms the roof of the centre, and there 
were four smaller ones at the corners: the space be¬ 
tween them is covered in with stone slabbing, which 
is in good order except on the south side, where it has 
craoked and is supported by wooden poles. All the 
pillars supporting this roof are greatly corbelled 
out at the bottom. The dome was originally cover¬ 
ed with blue enamel, but little of this now remains; 
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In good order. There were for¬ 
merly 8 Gcumiis, 2 on the north, 

2 south, 2 east and 2 west: out 
of which, those on the south 
and north and one on the east 
have fallen down. At present 
there are only 8 Gumtis, 2 on 
the west and one on the east. 
The Ghimti on the east requires 
repairs. These Guratis are 
on brick pillars. The culvert 
through which the Sone water 
enters into the tank has been 
filled with sand, leaving a very 
narrow passage for water to 
run in at flood seasons. The 
water passes out through an¬ 
other culvert. The mud in the 
tank has become very dirty. 
The brick walls on the four 
sides of the tank need repair¬ 
ing. The upper portion of the 
large tomb, above the gateway 
on the north of the tank is in 
bad condition and part of it has 
fallen down. Some work is an¬ 
nually done on it by Govern¬ 
ment. Unless it is thoroughly 
repaired, the whole building, 
&c., will fall down in a very 
short period. 
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Tomb of Hazrat 
Mukdum. 


Patna 


Do. 


Maner 


Do. 


Tomb of Makh¬ 
doom Ahamed 
Taliya Mana- 


ree. 


Tombs of Makh- 
doom Shah 
D o u 1 
Manaree 
Subfid 
Ibr ah 
Khan. 


a t 
and 
a r 
i m 


the brickwork being visible in parts, especially on 
the south side. Wide sunshades of projecting 
stone^ slabs run round the building. The inner walls 
are pierced by three openings on each side, except 
on the south side, where the doorway occupies the 
place of the central opening. Above are two courses 
of small arched windows. All of these openings 
are filled in with, screens of perforated stonework. 
The square formed by the four walls and the dome is 
turned into an octagon by large stone beams carried 
across the corners: these beams are supported on 
pillars standing against the side walls and corbel¬ 
led out at the top. 

The actual tomb of Hazrat Mukdum is very large, 
though low and of no pretensions. It is covered 
with a cloth. 

The domes are built of brickwork, plastered over; 
the outside walls are entirely covered with stone, 
apparently chunar sandstone : the pillars are also 
of stone. There are several small trees growing on 
the roof. The guardian says that he can collect very 
little money for repairs. 

Though of a comparatively small size it is of groat 
beauty. The style of architecture is very different 
from that of the tomb of Slier Shah, or that at 
Shamshernagar. Stone beams supported or cor¬ 
belled on pillars everywhere take the place of 
arches. Possibly Hindu workmen were employed 
during the building. It is said that part of the 
stonework was prepared in Guzarat ; perhaps some 
of the stone-cutters came from there. The tomb 
should certainly be preserved, and the expense of 
doing so need not be great, after the broken stone 
slabs have been removed. 

This building was constructed by Ibrahim Khan, 
Subadar of Gujrat, in 1013 Hijri. Makhdoom 
Ahamed appears to have been a saint of great 
reputation, who died in the year 690 Hijri, and 
was his spiritual preceptor. 

This building was also constructed by Ibrahim Khan, 
in commemoration of his spiritual adviser, Makhdoom 
Shah Doulat Manaree. There is no doubt that this 
tomb is one of the finest in Bihar. The whole 
building is constructed of stone, the ceiling is 
covered with inscriptions from the Koran, and the 
cost of its construction must have been enormous. 

In the centre is the tomb of the saint, and the tomb 
of his wife on the east. It was built by Subadar 
Ibrahim. Khan in 1017 Hijri during the lifetime 
of his spiritual preceptor (seventh in descent from 
Makhddm Shah). After finishing these buildings, 
Ibrahim Khan commenced to build his own tomb, 
&o., which he could not finish, as he died before 
his spiritual preceptor and was allowed a place 
in his preceptor’s tomb on its west side. 
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In ruins and beyond repair 
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Lately repaired by the Public 
Works Department. 




































1 


( 242 ) 


(1) PATNA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


14 Patna 


15 


16 


Do. 


Do. 


Manor 


Baragaon (Nfi- 
landd.) 


Tank 


Begampur 


Do. 


Ditto 


Monastery 


DigM Pokhar 
(Tank). 


“ Surajpokhar ” 
(Tank). 


This tank was excavated at the same time that the 
foregoing buildings were erected by Ibrahim Khan. 
It covers an area of over five acres, with a tunnel at 
the north-west corner (from the Sone river, which 
then flowed past the town of Maner, but which 
has now left its former bed) for tbe purpose of 
filling it with Sone water. The beautiful bathing 
ghats on the north, oast, and south hanks are 
out of repairs, exoepting the ghat on the west 
hank, which has been repaired of late, but partially. 
Tbe silt clearance of this tank might- confer a 
groat boon on the public, but tho cost would be 
about Bs. 8,000. 

Baragaon has been identified with Viharagr&m, 
on the outskirts of which, more than a thousand 
years ago, flourished the N£land& monastery, the 
most magnificent and the most celebrated seat of 
Buddhist learning in the world. When the 
cave and temples ' of Itajgir were abandoned, 
the monastery at Nalandd arose in all its 
splendour on the banks of the lake of Baragaon. 
Six successive kings vied in its embellishment. 
Lofty pagodas were raised in all directions j halls 
of disputation and sohools of instruction were built 
between them; shrines, temples, and topes wore 
constructed on the side of every tank and encircled 
the base of every tower; and around the whole mass 
of religious edifices (were grouped the four-storied 
dwellings of tho preachers and teaohers of Bud¬ 
dhism. The monastery, or, more strictly and 
correctly speaking, the University of Nalandd, was. 
as it were, a circle from which Buddhist philosophy 
and teaching diffused itself over Southern Asia. 
It was here that Aryadeva of Ceylon attached 
himself to the person of the great teaoher Na- 
g&rj ana and adopted his religious opinions, 
and it was here that Hoien Thsang spent a great 
portion of his pilgrimage in search of religious 
instruction. 

The following are the principal ruins 

Situated at about 300 feet to the south of the village 
of Begampur, is the “ Dighi Pokhar,” an enormous 
tank running due east and west for nearly a mile, 
and about a quarter-of-a-mile broad at the west end 
of which is a large square mound. Thi3 mound, it 
is said, contains the ruins of a Muhammadan fort. 

Two small Buddhist topes are situated immediately to 
the south of this mound. They are about 50 feet in 
ciroumference, and not more than six or eight feet 
high. Several fine Buddhist and Hindu idols, not¬ 
ably a crowned figure of Vishnu Seated on his sacred 
bird (now in the Indian Museum), have been 
found in them. 

One thousand eight hundred and twenty-five feet 
south-west of the above two topes is a beautiful 
square tank known as the “Surajpoknar,” which 
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Some of the bathing ghats are 
out of repair. 


Muhammadan Zaminclar 


n a 


The ruins at Baragaon and Be- 
gampur have been for ages a 
regular quarry for bricks, which 
are still dug out. 


111 


in 


See pages 95-96 of Yol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

Also pamphlet published in 
1872 by Mr. Broadley, then 
Assistant Magistrate and 
Collector of Patna. 

The vast and most interesting 
collection made by Mr. Broad¬ 
ley and Babu Bimala Oh. 
Bhattaeharji, and placed in 
oharge of trustees, was 
considered well worthy of 
permanent preservation and 
was under the orders of the 
Local Government, brought 
down to the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta in April, May, and 
June of 1891, by Babu Purna 
Chandra Mukkerji, 


See pages 4 to 10 of Mr. 
Broadley’s pamphlet. 
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History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Indra Pokhar 
(Tank). 


measures nearly 400 feet square. This tank was 
once Hanked with a row of small topes on the north 
side, covered with massive brick cupolas, the ruins 
of which still exist in tolerable entirety. At the 
south-east corner of tho tank was found a perfect 
heap of idols, all of great beauty, and the receding 
waters had laid bare an enormous and elaborately 
carved varaha, nine feet high and four feet wide, 
broken in two pieces: this is now in the Indian 
Museum. 

Immediately to the west of the tank are the ruins of 
a large tumulus. In 1871 two exceedingly beauti¬ 
ful carvings were discovered here,—-a standing figure 
of Vishnu, three feet high and perfect, executed 
in a kind of green stone of peculiar appearance, 
and a slab five feet long, containing representa¬ 
tions of the ten incarnations of Vishnu, eightinohes 
in height: they are now in the Indian Museum. 

There are also eight mounds of ruins as below: 

No. I,—This is situated about 100 feet to the south¬ 
east of the tank mentioned above, and is surmounted 
by a luxuriant bur tree. 

No. II.—This lies due south of No. I, and at a dis¬ 
tance of 1,200 feet. It is an enormous mound 600 
feet in circumference and nearly 50 feet in height. 


No. III. —This is of greater extent, hut less eleva* 
tion, lying 790 feet to the south of No. II. Be¬ 
tween 'Nos. II and III is a small modern brick 
enclosure containing five Buddhas and the broken 
“lion throne” of a sixth. One of these is of 
huge dimensions, not less than eight feet high, 
roughly executed, and in the usual attitude of 
Buddhist contemplation. All these figures are 
more or less broken. The largest of them is wor¬ 
shipped by the Hindus of the neighbourhood under 
the name of “Telia Bhandar” and “Bkairav.” 

No. IV.—This is situated 300 feet to the south of 
the last-mentioned tumulus, and is 60 feet; high, 
and more than 1,000 feet in circumference ; it is 
the largest and most important of the mounds sur¬ 
rounded by a series of smaller topes, and forming 
the centre of the ruins of Baragaon. 

No. V.—This lies 300 feet south of the great central 
tope, and is about 600 feet in circumference, but of 
greater elevation than any of the rest. About 300 
yards south-east of this mound is a tank called 
Indra-pokhar, which is about half a mile long. 

No. VI. —This is of inconsiderable size and height, 
lying 790 feet south of the fifth tope. 

No. VII.—Seven hundred and twenty feet due east 
of the great central tope (No. IV) is the seventh 
tope, an enormous mound nearly as large as the 
central tope itself, but of much less elevation, la 
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The zamindars of the adjacent 
lands, it is believed, own these 
mounds of ruins. 
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Pansokhar 

(Tank). 

the level plain between these two ruins is a mass of 
walls overgrown with scrub and jungle-covered 
hillocks, broken here and there by a square patch 
of scanty cultivation. These are the remains of 
the halls and courts of disputation, and of the 
dwellings of the teachers of the right law.” 

No. VIII,—Some distance south-east of the seventh 
tope are the remains of an eighth tope, now nearly 
reduced to the level of the surrounding plain. 

The east of the ruins is faced by the “ Pansokhar.” 
The modern village of Baragaon lies to the north of 
the ruins, and is in a line between the “ Pan¬ 
sokhar” and the “Sfuajpokkhar.” 

The great central tumulus (No. IV) was excavated 
in October 1871, with the following result:— 

The eastern, western, and southern facades were 
entirely uncovered, and the ruins laid bare. Baised 
a few feet above the plain was found an evenly 
paved coxirt, nearly 100 feet square. This court 
was surrounded on all sides except the east by halls 
and buildings of every description, and these 
doubtless served as the dwelling-places, refec¬ 
tory, &c., of the recluses of the convent. In the 
centre of the court rose an enormous temple, 80 feet 
square, at base. The main fabrio was composed of 
enormous bricks, each about one foot three inches in 
length, three inches thick, and ten inches wide, 
placed so close together that the cement which 
joined them was barely visible. The first two 
terraces of the building war© uncovered, and ap¬ 
peared to be in a good state of preservation. 

The great entrance was towards the east (a custom 
still observed in the construct ion of the Buddhist 
temples in Tibet), and was faced by a terrace of 
stone 50 feet in length and composed of two rows 
of sandstone slabs, the first decorated by a simple 
triangle in the centre, and the second carved with 
a very beautiful geometrioeil pattern. These stones 
vary in length from seven to throe feet, and are nearly 
a foot square. In the centre of this terrace, which 
is about six feet in front of the main building, is a 
flight of three steps exactly ten feet in length. The 
first court was of very considerable proportions, 50 
feet by 26, and was covered by a stone roof sup¬ 
ported by a series of 12 large pillars. These 
columns rested on a rough pedestal of unhewn stone, 
which disappeared beneath the floor, and then in a 
cruciform base, also separate from the pillar itself, 
but joined to .it by a stone plug six inches long, one 
end of which pierced the former, while the other was 
embedded in the centre of the latter. Two of these 
pillars were recovered intact, and are of more elabo¬ 
rate workmanship. Tho cruciform base measures 
three feet each way, and the four arms are uniformly 
carved with a curious pattern. 
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The shaft itself is seven feet eight inches high, of 
which one foot nine inches are taken up in the 
capital The upper half of this consists of a simple 
square, and the latter of an oval band of a rich 
laee-like pattern. The rest of the pillar, down to 
one foot ten inches of the lower end, where it again 
has a base of oblong shape, is oval, having a circum¬ 
ference of three feet eight inches, and ornamented 
at regular distances hy two bands of carving about 
twelve inches wide* Each band consists of two 
parts, the first exhibiting a row of flowers strongly 
resembling heraldic roses, and the second a series of 
conventional lions’ heads. On each side of this 
covered terrace, but several feet behind it, is an 
elaborate brick moulding fourteen feet long and six 
and*a-half feet high, surmounted by a narrow 
terrace of the same material, approached on either 
side by three steps from the pillared court. This 
moulding has 16 turns, and is of the most graceful 
appearance. On eaoh side of the entrance court, 
and above the narrow terrace, the main wall is still 
standing ten feet high. On the west side of the 
court was the great entrance door, which has fallen 
down. This doorway was of extraordinary beauty 
and measured 20 feet across and more than twelve 
feet high. It was composed of a series of 18 slabs, 
nine on each side, gradually lessening in height 
towards the centre, where they terminated in a 
narrow portal hardly three feet wide, and sur¬ 
mounted by a heavy slab decorated with elaborate 
carving. The whole of this enormous mass of 
sculpture rested on three great stones, 2i feet square 
and 22 feet in length. Each slab was joined to the 
next one by strong iron clamps, and the upper 
portion of each was joined to the lower in the same 
manner. The first two stones on either side were 
devoid of all ornament, and were placed nearly a 
foot behind the other slabs. The next pillar of 
the series (or rather what remained of it intact) 
was eight feet in height, twelve inches broad, and 
of enormous thickness. The first stone was of light- 
brown ■ colour and of a soft and pliable nature, 
whereas this one resembled the hardest granite, 
and presented a curious variety of appearance and 
colour. The base of it was plain, and above it is 
a grotesque kneeling figure with a long heard and 
uplifted hands, supporting a canopy, above which 
rises a long line of geometrical pattern. Slab No. 

3 is of black basalt, and is scarcely four inches wide. 
It is taken up entirely by the representation of 
two enormous snakes, one twining round the 
other % The next stone (No. 4) is of the same 
material, and is of unusually elaborate workman¬ 
ship. A winding stem of flowery pattern-work 
covers its face, and from each side of it springs a 
lotus-like flower, which alternately forms the 
resting-place of a mystic bird or an elephant ram¬ 
pant. The fifth slab is plain. The sixth pillar is 
ornamented at the base with a female figure eight 
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inches high, from whose hands spring a winding 
branch of foliage and flowers, which stretches to 
the top of the lintel. On the base of this slab, on 
the south side, there is an inscription, of which an 
annotated translation and reading in modern Deva- 
Nagri by Dr. Eajendra Lala Mitra is given 
below:— 

Dem-N&rjri transcript . 

|||% | 

UFPEPtr mvqft'Q , sinr*Ffa farfiriN*$r 

ssnf **^’Q we?t? 
xmx *trnm m t -it i 

(Translation.) 

In the reign of Srimat Mahipala Deva, Sarnvat 913 
(A.D. 856). This is a religious gift of Sri Tfil&- 
ditya, the son of Gurudatta and grandson of Hara- 
datta, a follower of the noble Mnhay&na school, &c., 
a devout worshipper, who came from (the city of) 
Kauedmbi (wherein he was) the chief among the 
wise men of the auspicious Tailddhaka (olan). 
Whatever merit may accrue from this, may the 
same be to the advancement of the highest know¬ 
ledge among the mass of mankind. The end. 

The seventh slab is a repetition of the third, and the 
eighth is of the same stone as the second, containing 
three large female figures, one above the other, each 
about 1| feet high, and in the hands of each is 
seen a musical instrument similar in shape and 
size to the modern sitar. The ninth stone has a 
simple beading, and is surmounted by a heavy 
slab covered with carving. The two last slabs of 
the series, together with the one which covers them, 
formed the doorway which leads to the inner part 
of the temple. This magnificent gate, now in the 
Indian Museum, led to the second hall 12 feet wide 
and 18 feet long, and on each side of this chamber 
were smaller octagon rooms, from the western end of 
which a staircase led to the terraces above, and which 
were approached by narrow doors right and left of 
the great gateway. These rooms were evidently 
of great height, and were decorated by elaborately 
carved panels of sandstone let into the brickwork. 
One of these oonsists of a slab of Mirzapur stone 
covered with the most elaborate design, the chief 
feature being two figures with arms and le^s 
entwined. The colour of the stone is peculiarly 
beautiful. Another is of black basalt, and repre¬ 
sents a laTge elephant, richly caparisoned, with 
a lotus flower in its mouth. Beyond this another 
door opens into an inner chamber 22 feet 
square, the walls of which 14 feet high are, in ruins. 
This was doubtless the most sacred portion of the 
building, and there is at its western end a headless 
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Buddha four feet high, placed on a handsome 
throne of black basalt, divided into five compart¬ 
ments. The first one each side contains single 
figures ; the next, lions couchant; and in the centre 
are two devotees in the act of making an offering. 
The wall is 18 feet thiok on either side. 

The higher terraces and roofs have fallen over on the 
northern side; and from an examination of their 
ruins, it is conjectured that the building consisted 
of at least five stories, surmounted by a spire or 
minaret, not by a cupola. The total height was 
probably at least 200 feet. 

The excavation on the western side is the most per¬ 
fect of all. The upper terrace is about 63 feet long, 
and is exactly 12 feet above the lower one, which is 
1 l'feet wide. The wail of the higher terrace is 
quite plain, decorated by a simple moulding about 
three feet above the base. The terraces consist of 
solid brickwork, a fact which has been ascertained 
by making a perforation six feet deep in the centre. 
Not quite in the centre of the building is an 
irregular protuberance 22 feet wide and 27 feet 
long.. Possibly it was a mere support, built up to 
sustain the weight of the upper stories when they 
showed symptoms of decay; for, on removing the 
greater portion of it, the pilasters, mouldings, and 
statues which decorate the" wall of the lower terraoe 
were found entire behind it. The ornamentation of 
each of these sides consisted of a series of mouldings 
and niohes filled with stucco figures of Buddha in 
various positions. After the removal of the protuber- 
. ance, the west side presented at the base a moulding 
of brick-work five feet three inches high, having 
13 distinct turns. The moulding runs along the 
whole facade. After the first six feet, it recedes a 
foot and continues in the same line for 18 feet, 
when it again advances a foot and continues in 
that line for eight feet. This arrangement is 
continuous. Above the moulding is a series of 
niches, two feet ten inches wide and three feet three 
inches high. They are separated by pilasters about 
four feet six inches high. These pilasters have 
plain square bases and a three-sided shaft, each 
shaft being somewhat semicircular in form. Above 
this is a square moulded capital. Above the niches 
are lotus-shaped bosses of briok, protruding from 
the wall, and above these is another moulding 
similar to that below. The niches are surmounted 
by arches cf overlapping brick, and each contained 
a figure in plaster. The original bricks are 
moulded with exquisite exactness and present a 

f reat variety of patterns; some of tho pilaster 
ases, for iustanoe, containing figures, &c., fitted 
together, in different portions. The temple has 
evidently been covered at least twice by a ooating 
of plaster moulded into different forms, but as a 
rule greatly inferior to the workmanship of the 
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17 


18 


Patna 


Baragaon 


Do. 


Ditto 


Monasteries .. 


Jain Temple of 
Santan&th. 


brick underneath. The southern side is precisely 
similar to the western. On the top of the terraoe, 
which doubtless ran round the three sides of the 
temple, was probably a verandah, as holes whioh 
may be the sockets of the beams are visible in the 
upper wall. The southern side still stands more 
than 30 feet high. 

This is probably the temple built by King S'ri Pala- 
ditya in the 1st century A.D., and described by 
the Chinese traveller Hwen Tsang as having been 
200 or 300 feet high. It resembles the Great 
Temple at Buddha-Gay a. 


This mass of ruins of 8 monasteries lies parallel to the 
great topes, numbered III, IY, and V, and the di¬ 
mensions of the different maths are given below:— 

No. I (To the extreme south) is 114 feet east and 
west by 84 feet north and south. 

No. II.—72 feet east and west by 40 feet north 
and south. 

No. Ill, 
south. 

No. IV, 
south. 


—60 feet east and west by 50 feet north and 
—40 feet east and west by 70 feet north and 
-195 feet east and west by 75 feet north and 


No. V. 
south. 

No. VI.—100 feat east and west by 70 feet north and 
south. 

No. YII.—100 feet east and west by 70 feet north 

and south. 

No. VIII.—100 feet east and west by 60 feet north 
and south. 

Several gateways and pillars were discovered in these 
ruins, but no idols. One of these eight is evi¬ 
dently the one that contained the eight “ halls of 
disputation,” described by Hoien Thsang as having 
been built on the land between the monasteries. 


Both the Buddha and the Mahavira, the last 
Tirthankar of the Jains, are said to have visited 
this plaoe. This Jain temple is the only archi¬ 
tectural remain of antiquity. Its pyramidal roof 
of brick is of the style of the Buddha- Gay k temple. 
It contains a lot of Buddhistic relics. It was 
constructed about the 6th century A.D., and was 
repaired about 350 years ago by a merohant 
named Savigram Saba. 
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In charge of a nmli, who ia paid 
by the Jain community. 


In good condition 


ii£> 


i b 


For sketch plan of this temple, 
see Plate XYI, Yol. I of the 
Archaeological Survey Re¬ 
ports, and for plan and eleva¬ 
tion, the Asiatic Society's 
journal for 1872. 

See also pages 94 to 96 and 
Plates XIV and XV ;of Yol. 
I of Martin’s Eastern India. 

There are two photos, of the 
temple in the Indian Museum, 
Ualoutta. 


See page 95 of Yol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 
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19 


20 


21 


22 


Patna 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Baragaon 


mhm 

Biter. 


Hill, 


Bihar 


Do. 


Statue of a 
colossal 
v£r&kL 


Tomb of Syed 
Ibrahim Bea. 


Pillar 


Fort 


There is a colossal varahi in the field and two Bud¬ 
dhas and a large collection of figures in the Surya 
temple. Some of the figures are inscribed. Babu 
Purna Chandra Mukherji collected three inscribed 
relics for the Museum. 

The hill called P&h&di, about a mile north-west 
of the town of Bihar, has some Muhammadan tombs, 
most of which are in ruins. The principal one is 
in good condition and contains the graves of Syed 
Ibrahim Bea and his descendants. The structure 
is done in beautiful brickwork; the bricks are large, 
well burnt and nicely smoothed. The joints are 
so narrow that they are imperceptible from a little 
distance. The wall tapers upwards and is crowned 
with a bold cornice, composed of five rows of carved 
bricks, each projecting over the one below. The 
dome is unusually tall. Above- the spring of the 
dome are some mouldings. The tomb has two 
openings, east and south, over which are two 
inscriptions in Togra character. 

Not far from the great northern gate of the fort 
once lay a broken monolith, about fourteen feet 
high, and octagonal in shape. There are fragments 
of two Gupta inscriptions fttid vestiges of a third 
on the sides. The space below the inscriptions is 
1 | inches. 


Bihdr was a flourishing city in the fifth and seventh 
centuries A. D., and was probably visited by the 
two Chinese travellers. 

This fort has been fully described by Buchanan 
Hamilton, and is huilt of walls of the kind called 
by Cunningham cyelopean. The gateway takes 
its character from them, and is very massive. The 
wall appears to have been some 18 fett thick and 
30 feet high, and the base of the rampart is 60 
feet wide. The diameter is considerable, as the 
circumference is 8,500 feet. The distance from 
the north to the south gate is 2,800 feet, and from 
the east to the west gate 2,100 feet. The ground 
on which the fort stands is a natural plateau raised 
considerably above the level of the surrounding 
country and covers 312 acres. The shape of the 
fort is an irregular square, and its sides were composed 
of large masses of stone quarried from the neigh¬ 
bouring rock. The fort lies nearly a mile east by 
south of the foot of the Hill. There were many 
circular bastions, but the north gate was flanked 
by towers. There are many mounds of large 
buildings of brick in the centre of the fort, and from 
the profusion of the ruined Buddhist and Brahma- 
nical buildings the site is judged to be very old. 
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Ruins. There are some ancient 
tombstones in what was once a 
burial-ground. 


This pillar was set upside down 
by Mr. Broad ley on a platform 
near the subdivisional kachari, 
and inscribed with a list of 
the local officers and muktears 
of BiMr. This should he 
taken up and either removed to 
a museum or reversed and set 
in its proper position. If 
reversed, it will not stand with¬ 
out support. 

Neglected, and excavations 
systematically carried on 
vandal like for the sake of the 
bricks and sculptures, which are 
readily sold. 

A lready a large Bat tree (Banyan) 
stands on the roof of the tower, 
the portion of it which still 
exists. 

The proprietor of the land was 
demolishing the towpr for the 
sake of the stone, but this de¬ 
molition has been stopped. 

With the increasing weight of 
the banian tree, it is a source of 
danger, as it may come down 
any day with a crash. 


na 


11# 


in 


The two tombstones in the Arme¬ 
nian character which were 
found hero were brought 
down to the Indian Museum 
by Babu Ptfrna Chandra 
Mukherji in 1891. They 
have been translated into 
English and appear to bear 
date 1646 and 1693A.D., 
respectively. 


See page 290 of the Journal of 
the Asiatio Society for 1872, 
Part I. Also page 37 and 
Plate XVII of Vol. I of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 


See pages 89-92 of Vol. I 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 

See also page 288, part I of 
the Journal of the Asiatio 
Society for 1872. 

Also pages 77-78 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Patna district. 

There is a photo, giving 
a view of the old northern 

f ate of the fort in the 
ndian Museum, Calcutta, 
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Tomb of Qadir 
Qumesh. 


Mosque of 
Habi Khan 
Sur. 

Tomb of Makh- 
dum Shah 
Sharafuddin. 


The remains existing within the fort may be divided 
into three classes :— 

i. The ruin of a smaller Muhammadan brick 
fort and houses belonging to the same 
period. 

it Those of Hindu buildings and temples, 
iii. Those of the great Vibira, or College of 
Buddhistic learning. 

In regard to the latter the workmen who excavate 
for bricks and brickdust work daily at a depth of 
from 15 to 25 feet from the surface, on the entire 
foundations of buildings, composed of bricks of pre¬ 
cisely the same shape and size as those found at 
Nalanda and Rajgriha. In the midst of this 
mass of rubbish Buddhistic carvings are daily turn¬ 
ed up. As many as four chaityas. The carvings 
found are chiefly chaityas, votive tablets, and mould¬ 
ings containing figures of Buddha in different 
positions. These chaityas are of all shapes, round, 
circular, square, and 12-sided, and contain mostly 
the usual typical figures of Buddha. They differ 
greatly in design, and some of them are very beauti¬ 
ful. The tablets alluded to vary from one foot 
to three feet in height, and generally contain one 
or more figures of Buddha under a canopy, and 
often bear the Buddhist creed. The cornices contain 
long rows of Buddhist figures, seated on the cano¬ 
pies in different positions with a moulding a little 
above and below. These latter are most graceful 
in design. Mr. Broadley gives details of several 
carvings found by him : see his article in the Jour¬ 
nal of the Asiatio Society for 1872, Part L Besides 
these Buddhistic sculptures very few Hindu figures 
were found, the only one of them worthy of descrip¬ 
tion being that of a bull, most artistically exeouted 
and wearing a string of bells round the neck. 

The dargah or shrine of Qadir Qumesh, which occu¬ 
pies the centre of the fort, is composed almost 
entirely of the materials of the vibira, and its 
pavement is studded with enormous chaityas apd 
pillars. The fakirs of the shrine guard them with 
religious care, and eke a livelihood by permitting 
persons afflicted with toothache and neuralgia to 
cure their ailments by touching the afflicted parts 
with the very stone which their forefathers delight¬ 
ed to break in order to gain the envied title of u the 
iconoclast.” A mile away from the fort, towards the 
banks of the Paneh&na, are the remains of several 
Buddhist buildings, the site of which is marked 
only by heaps of bricks; for the stones and 
pillars have been removed to adorn the masiid^of 
Habi Kh&n Sur and the great dargah of Makhdiim 
Shah Sharafuddin. A careful examination of the 
places show them to have been built almost 
entirely of Buddhist materials. The position of 
these stones prevents any examination of them, but 
many figures and inscriptions would surely come to 
light if such could be made. The beautiful masjid 
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Not knowi 

1 


Ruins 

... 

iii 

Seepages 288-90 of the Journal 


Ditto 


In ruins 


m 


of the Asiatic Society for 1872, 
Part I, and pages 89-94 
and plate XIV of Vol. I of 
Martin's Eastern India. 


See pages 294-95 of the Journal 
of the Asiatic Society for 
1872, Part I. 


u2 


































(1) PATNA 




No. 

District. 

Locality, 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

jw 

Patna 

.i-r 

Girivraja Hill, , 
Giriyek. 

IWbof Makh- 

dum SMh 
Akona Charm- 
posh. 

Jarasandha’s 

Tower. 

of Habi KMn is now completely deserted, and 
several carvings are found on the floor. In the 
enclosure which faces it, a magnificent slab of 
basalt more than six feet long and a foot thick is 
found lying imbedded in the earth. It was 
turned over and had on the reverse a most curious 
(perhaps unique) series of twenty figures under 
pillared canopies; one, the god Ganesa; two to 
eleven, incarnations of Vishnu [Hindu] ; twelve to 
twenty, the nine planets [Buddhistic], Again, to 
the north of the fort, in a plain called Log&ni, where 
are traces of a large vih&ra and many granite 
columns. In the same direction are found several 
beautiful basalt pillars which have been photo¬ 
graphed. 

In the darg&h of Makhdum Shdh Ahom Oharmposh, 
situated a little to the east of Log&ni, a splendid 
monolith covered with the most delicate carving 
is found, and the doorway of the shrine itself is 
a grand specimen of Buddhistic art, and, accord¬ 
ing to tradition, once served as the great entrance 
to the vihara in the old fort. A figure of Buddha 
once occupied the centre, and the plinth is 
composed of three rows j >f the most exquisitely 
sculptured foliage, &o., fnd two other mouldings 
which once doubtless, contained figures, are now 
covered with several yards of finely carved Persian 
verse. The doorway is eleven feet high and seven 
broad. 

Prom tbe neighbourhood of Gay& two parallel ranges 
of hills stretoh towards the north-east for about 
36 miles to the bank of the Panehana river, just 
opposite the village of Giriyek. The eastern end 
of the southern range is much depressed, but the 
northern range maintains its height, and ends 
abruptly in two lofty peaks overhanging the Pan- 
ohana river. The lower peak on the east is crowned 
with a solid stiipa of brickwork, well known as 
Jardsandha~kd * baithak, or “Tarasandha’s throne/' 
while the higher peak on the west to which the 
name of Giriyek peculiarly belongs, bears an oblong 
terrace covered with the ruins of several buildings. 

The stfipa called Jardsan dha-ka~ baithak is a solid 
cylindrical brick tower, 28 feet in diameter and 
21 feet in height, resting on a square basement . 
14 feet high. The cylinder was onoo surmounted 
by a solid dome or hemisphere of brick, of which 
only 6 feet now remain, and this dome must have 
been crowned with the usual umbrella rising out of 
a square base. The total height of the building 
could not therefore have been less than 55 feet or 
thereabouts. The surface has once been thickly 
plastered, and the style of ornamentation is similar 
to that of the great temple of Buddha-Gaya. Gene¬ 
ral Cunningham fixes the date of its erection at 
about A.D. 500, The stupa is reached by a cause¬ 
way about 40 feet wide, alongside of which the 
walls of the fortification extend. 
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Unknown 

. Negleoted. The dargi ofMufeh- 
dum Shah oontains a valuable 
inscription, besides being itself 
a specimen of late Muhamma¬ 
dan art. 

iii 



In ruins 

iii 

See pages 16-18 of Vol. I of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 




Enins of Bud¬ 
dhist monas¬ 
tery. 

On the west side of Jarasandlia’s Tower, and almost 
touohing its basement, is a small ohatnber, seven 
feet square, filled with rubbish. It was found that 
at five and a half feet in depth the rubbish gave 
place to brickwork, below which was a stratum of 
stone, evidently the rough foundation of the build¬ 
ing. Externally this building was square with 
projections in the centre of eaoh face, and similar 
in its ornamentations to the basement of Jara- 
sandba’s Tower. 

On the summit of the same hill, at its western 
extremity, is a large platform, 73' x 121' x 189', 
which is called Havelia Pdhar, on which originally 
stood the large monastery referred to by the 
Chinese travellers. In the courtyard there are 
eight pillars still standing, and the debris of a small 
stupa and brick walls. At its foot on the northern 
side are fragments of sculptures. 




Girdliyaduar 

cave. 

In the southern face of the Giriyek hills there .is a 
cave called Girdliyaduar, which is about 250 feet 
above the bed of the BangangA rivulet. This cave 
is generally believed to communicate with Jarasan- 
dha’s tower, but an examination with torches proved 
it to be a natural fissure running upwards in the 
direction of the tower, but only 98 feet in length. 
The mouth of the cavern is 10 feet broad and 17 
feet high, but its height diminishes rapidly to¬ 
wards the end. It rises upwards as by steps, the 
passage becoming narrower as one rises. 

24 

Patna 

Giriyek 

Fort ruins .,. 

On the eastern side of the Panohana river there is 
an extensive mound of ruins, being half a mile 
long from north to south and 300 yards broad in 
its widest part. In the middle of the mound there 
is a small mud fort, and at the northern end there 
are several pieces of sculpture colleoted together 
from different plaoes; one of these is inscribed and 
dated in the year 42 of some unknown era, some¬ 
where about the 11th century, or perhaps even 
somewhat later. In the modern temple, north of 
the fort, are several sculptures. 

25 

Do. 

Baibhar Hill ... 

) 

l 

1 . 

The Pippali and 
Son-bhanddr 
Caves. 

On the Southern slope of the Baibhar hill are two 
caves, close to each other, of which one is fallen. 
One is known as Son-bhand£r (or treasury of gold), 
being a rectangular room 33' 11" x 17' 2|". It 
has a semi-circular vault, 11 feet 3| inches in 
height. Buddha used to live here; and the first 
Buddhistic Synod was held in front of it in B.o. 
543. It was then known as the Sattapanni cave. 
The Pippali (or, pippal-tree) is another oave, 
just behind the Bnithak of Jarasandba, where, 
acoording to the Chinese traveller, Buddha used 
to meditate’ after his meals. There are two caves 
lying side by side on the northern faoe of the 
Baibhar Hill, but they are not known by any names. 
They are within a few feet of the top of the hill 
and look like natural fissures. 
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See pages 78-80 of Vol. I 
of Martin’s Eastern India and 
page 16, Yol. I of the Ar¬ 
chaeological Survey Keports. 



; ... 

See pages 472-473 of Vol. I 
of Cunningham’s Ancient 
Geography of India. 

Also page i 8 of Vol. I of the 
Archaeological Survey Be- 
ports. 

» + «»•« 

*. 

iii 

See pages 78-81 and Plate XI 
of Vol. I of Martin’s East¬ 
ern India. 

Also pages 82-83 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Patna district. 

T . ~ . r - . - 

The oeiling of the Son-bhdnd6r 
cave is in need of repairs. 

The top of the Pippali cave has 
fallen in. 

i 

See page 463 of VoL I of 
Cunningham’s Ancient Geo¬ 
graphy of India. 




























wms-r/fy 




( 264 ) 


(1) .P ATN A 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


26 


27 


28 


29 


Patna 


Do. 


Old Rajgriha ... 


Ditto 


Do. 


Kook-cut ins 
criptions .., 


J ar&sandha 
Port. 


Baibhar Hill 


Do. 


New Rdjgriha 


Temple 

Mabadeva. 


of 


In the Bawan-gangd defile are several rook-cut 
inscriptions in shell character on the road. They 
are said to be the marks of the hands and feet of 
Jarasandha and Bhima, who fought together til' 
the former was slain. 


This fort, it is said, was constructed in prehistoric 
times by Jarasandha, the Asura King of Magadha 
who was killed by Bhkia with the assistance of 
Krishna and Arjun. The fort walls, which axe of 
oyolopean style, huge stones set without mortar 
extend along the outer edge of the summits of the 
five hills, called Baibhar, Ratnagiri, Sondgiri, 
TJdnigiri, and Vipuln, all of which are now orownec 
with Jain temples built of ancient materials. The 
scene of the battle is pointed out to pilgrims, anc 
the site is known as Rangbhfim. 


Just above the hot springs on the west is a large 
platform of the same style, with cells on the three 
sides; it is known as the Baithak, or seat of Jarasan¬ 
dha. On the Baithak can he seen several old Muham¬ 
madan tombs, clearly of later date than the Baithak. 


In the centre of the valley is a stupa crowned by 
a small Jain temple and known as Maniar Kunaii 
or Maniar Hath. F ’ 


On the top of the Baibhar hill there are the ruins 
of a very old Hindu temple of Mabadeva. The 
temple was originally built of bricks and stone. 
Some of the stone pillars still exist in position. 
Stones from this temple appear to have been used 
in constructing the new Jain temple on this HU. 


Port ruinB 


This, was founded by Bimbisara and improved by 
Ajatgatru at the time of Buddha in the 6th cen¬ 
tury b.c. The fort is large, of which the south, 
west corner is occupied by the citadel. The walls 
here are very high above the outer ditch. The 
superstructure is made of walls and bastions at 
short distances, whioh are constructed of large 
blocks of stone, about 20 feet thick. Within the 
citadel, ruins of palaces and other buildings and 
tanks can be traced. On the west of the citadel 
is the site of a large stupa, which was probably 
erected by King Aj&tsatru and a few broken 
statues of Buddha. Rajgriha was the capital of 
the Kingdom of Magadha' till the rise of Patali- 
putra (now JPatna). 
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The inscriptions are now protect 
ed by a diversion of the road. 
His Honour Sir Charles Elliott 
had impressions taken of them 
by an artist. 


In charge of the Government 
of Bengal in the Public Works 
Department, and a grant of 
Rs. 100 was sanctioned by 
His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor for clearing the 
ruins from jungle and preserv¬ 
ing them in their present 
condition. 


The zamindars 


There are traces of seven rows of 
pillars supporting architraves, 
but at present only one row, 
‘which is very likely the third, 
has got architraves/ These ar¬ 
chitraves are on the point of 
falling down. One of the 
granite pillars is broken into 
two, bnt as yet the parts are 
hot detached. One of the ar¬ 
chitraves insido the garvagriha 
(shrine) is about to fall. The 
bricks of the inside walls are 
coming down. 


In utter ruin 


ua 


See pages 86-89, and Plate 
XII of Vol. I of Martin’s 
Eastern India. 

Also pages 79-80, of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Patna district. 


i a 


ii6 


There is a photograph of the 
temple in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 


See pages 86-89 of Vol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India and 
page 23 Vol. I of the 
Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

Also page 80 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Patna district. 
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30 


Patna 


Ghosrawan 


Port ruins 


(1) PATNA, 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


The village of Ghosrawan lies exactly six miles to tlao 
north-east of the Indra-saila peak at Giriyek, eight 
miles to the east of the great Nalanda monastery, 
seven miles south-east of the “ isolated rook” of 
Bih^r, and ten miles north-east of the ruins of 
Bajagriha. Although the Buddhist remains found 
at this place are of great interest, and the ins¬ 
cription, which lay amongst the debris of its onoe 
magnificent vihira, are of more than ordinary im¬ 
portance; the name of Ghosrawan does not appear 
either in the pages of Buchanan Hamilton, nor in 
those of the ‘ Ancient Geography of India.’ The 
modern village is inhabited almost entirely by men 
of the Bhdban caste, who distinguished themselves 
by a small mutiny on their own acoount during the 
horrors of 1857, wliioh ended in the total destruc¬ 
tion of the village by fire, and the exile of a great 
portion of the insurgents. Although many years 
have since passed away, and the poppy and rice 
lands which surround it are as luxuriant and fertile 
as ever, Ghosrawan has never recovered its prosperity 
and roofless tenements and blackened ruins still 
tell the story of this “seven-days’ war.” The 
Bhabans, which form such an important component 
of Bib&r society, take their origin, according to 
tradition, from the days of Jar&saodha’s rule in 
Rdigriha, and are down to the present time as 
turbulent and- litigious as history represents them 
to have been in former years. 

On a line with these tumuli is a mud fort with a 
tower at either cornet, which measures seventy feet 
from east to west, and eighty from north to south. 
In the middle of the village, about two hundred 
feet to the north of the fort, is a row of very fine 
idols commonly designated as the Smghabahini 
StMn. All the figures (with one excc-iption) are 
purely Buddhistic. In the centre of them is an 
idol of Durga carved in black basalt. It is four feet 
hio-h and three feet wide, and is more modern than 
the Buddhist figures which surround it, and very 
inferior to them in design and execution. The 
goddess is represented as seated on an enormous 
lion, whose mane curiously reminds one of the wigs 
in use by our Judges at home, when they go in 
state to Westminster Hall on the first day of 
Term. The right foot is drawn up in front of the 
body, while the left rests on a lotus flower. The 
figure is eight-armed, and each arm grasps the usual 
emblems. °To the left of this is a very beautiful 
statue of Buddha, four feet high. The figure 
is seated in the attitude of meditation on a cushion 
covered with elaborate ornamentation, which rests 
on a throne supported at either corner by a lion- 
couchant. From the centre of the throne depends a 
cloth, the folds of which are inscribed with the 
Buddhist creed, and covered by the representation 
of a female goddess in the act of trampling upon 
an adversary, under the shade of an umbrella, held 
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31 


Patna 


Tetrawan 


Balam Pokhar 
and Gidi Pok- 
har (Tanks). 


Fort ruins 


by an attendant from behind. On either side of 
the doth, a figure (one male and the other female) 
is seen in the act of making an offering. The main 
figure is covered by a long cloak, and the hair is 
knotted. A halo surrounds the head. There is a 
cushion at the back of the throne. Above the head 
is a “ ohaitya ” surrounded by a pipal tree. Around 
the main figure are eight smaller ones, seated in 
different positions on small thrones, six of these 
holding lotus flowers of different designs; in one 
case a bud, in another a cluster, in a third a full 
blown flower, and so forth. The seventh grasps 
a sword, and the eighth a sword in one hand and 
an unfurled banner in the other. At the bottom 
of the figure, that is, under the lions which support 
the throne, is a double row of lotus leaves, this being 
the very converse of the ordinary arrangement. 
At the side of it is a standing figure of Buddha, 
about four feet high. The body is covered by a long 
cloak, and the hair is knotted; to the right an 
attendant holds an umbrella over the head, and to 
the left is a three-headed figure holding a bell in 
one hand and a torch in the other. 

To the right oi the Hindu idol is a figure of Buddha, 
under a pillared canopy. The next to the right 
is a figure of Buddha, four and-a-half feet high, 
which resembles in almost every particular a still 
finer idol which was excavated from the ruins of the 
YiMra. The main figure of that idol is surrounded 
by five smaller ones, the first being seated in 
the hair, and the others to the right and left of 
head and hands respectively. 

Five hundred feet west of the Sirhhabdhxnx, one arrives 
at the ruins of the vih&ra and temple. The former 
now consists of a mound, having a circumference 
of some 200 feet, and the latter of an oblong mass 
of bricks and rubbish, measuring 120 feet by 70, and 
about 15 or 20 feet above the level oi the surround¬ 
ing country. # The mound is strewn with broken 
Buddhistic idols, and to the east of it was found a 
fine piece of black basalt one foot nine inches long, 
by one foot three inches broad, and covered by a 
very perfect inscription of nineteen lines. 

The village of Tetrawan, with its five tanks and colossal 
statue of Buddha, is situated 10 miles to the north* 
east of Giryek and 6 miles to the south-east of 
Bihar. There are two great sheets of water, the 
Gidi Pokhar on the north, and the Balam Pokhar 
on the south, at a distance of nearly 2.000 feet. 
The latter is nearly a quarter of a mile in length 
from east to west, and one furlong in breadth. The 
Gidi Pokhar is rather longer, but not quite so 
broad. 

Between the two there is a ruined fort or castle, 100 
feet square inside, with a ditch all round it. It 
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7 

8 
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In mins 


u a 


See pages 182-183 of Yol. 
XI of the Archeological 
Survey Reports. 
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32 


Patna 


Telhara 


stands on a low mound of ruins about 750 feet 
long by 450 feet in breadth, and judging by the 
large size of the bricks which General Cunningham 
saw in the excavations made by the zamindars, 
he thinks it probable that the large mound is the 
remains of one or two Buddhist monasteries, on 
the top of which a small castle was built in modern 
times. It seems probable also that a second mound 
to the north-east, and due north from the village, 
may be the remains of another monastery. 

The village lies to the east of the castle mound, and 
in. the middle of it there is an oblong mound of 
brick ruin 20 feet in height above the fields, which 
appears to be the remains of a platform on which 
two stupas onoe stood. Outside the walls there are 
several small rooms from 8 to 10 feet broad, which 
General Cunningham takes to have been chapels 
for statues of Buddha, either standing or sitting. 
The platform is 58 feet long by 32 feet broad. 

Statue of Bud- On the south bank of the Balam Pokhar, and duo 
dha. south from the castle mound, there is a colossal 

figure of Buddha seated facing the north, that is, 
towards the tank. It is generally called Bi Balam 
and gives its name to the tank. The figure is 
7 feet high in its sitting posture, or just double 
life size. From knee to knee it is 6 feet 6 inches, 
which is also the width of the pedestal. The hands 
are 12 inches long and the feet nearly 15 inches. 
The Buddhist creed is engraved on the leaves of 
the Padmdsan, or lotus “ throne.” 

As there appeared to he much solid brickwork to the 
west of the statue, General Cunningham made an 
excavation which disclosed the remains of a brick 
stupa 18 feet in diameter. Another excavation on 
the east side showed a similar stupa. The distance 
between the two stupas was also 18 feet, so that the 
platform was divided into three equal parts, the 
middle one being occupied by the colossal statue 
of Buddha flanked by a stupa on each side. 

Monastery Bud- This town still bears the signs of a period of pros- 
dhist. | parity which has now long since passed away. 

The ruins of a fine bridge of five arches s till 
span the now nearly dried up course of the Sund 
nadi ; the ruined .verandahs, oourtyards and 
tombs, which meet the eye in all directions, serve 
only to testify to the fact, that even daring the 
later days of Mustilmmi rule, Telhara had not alto-, 
gether lost its pristine importance. Hoien Thsang 
relates a good deal about the splendour of its 
monastery when he visited it in February 637 A , T V 
He writes:—“The convent of Telhard has four 
courtyards and is ornamented with verandahs, three¬ 
storied pavilions, lofty towers and a series of gates. 
It was built by the last scion of the house of Bim- 
bisara, who was a mau of more than ordinary 
attainments, and who assembled around him men 
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7 

8 
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Pujari Br&hmans look after the 
idols and worship the big 
Buddha as Bhaixav. 

There are four or five smaller 
images of Buddha near the big 
Buddha. The fatter has a crack 
in the left thigh. 

ifi 


Unknown ... ••• 

In ruins. These mounds, which 
are very extensive, would cer¬ 
tainly repay exploration if judi¬ 
ciously conducted. The place 
was the site of one of the most 
famous monasteries and Bud¬ 
dhist colleges in the seventh 
century, and is mentioned by 
Hwen-thsang. Cost of exca¬ 
vation Bs. 200. 

ii a 

See pages 250-251 of the Asia¬ 
tic Society’s J ournal for 1872, 
Part I. 
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Distriot. 
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Name of 
monument. 
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Patna 


Telhara 


“Sangi” 

Mosque. 


Tomb of Say- 
yid Yusuf 
Iqbal. 


of talent and worth from every quarter. Men of 
letters from distant countries flocked there in 
crowds. There are a thousand recluses here who 
study the doctrine of the greater vessel. In the 
road which leads to the eastern gate, there are three 
viharns, . each of them surmounted by a cupola 
hung with bells. These buildings are several 
stories high, and are surmounted by balustrades. 
The doors, windows, rafters, columns, &o., are cover¬ 
ed with bas-reliefs in gilded copper, decorated with 
still choicer ornaments. A casket of relics is 
deposited in each vih&ra. From time to time a 
supernatural light proceeds from these, and marvels 
and wonders occur there/' The site of this once 
magnificent pile of buildings is now marked by an 
enormous mound of irregular shape, near the banks 
of the Sund nadi, about fifty feet high and covered 
with Muhammadan tombs. 


At the eastern side of the village is a large masjid 
raised by a platform a few feet above the surround¬ 
ing plains. This platform is composed almost entire¬ 
ly of pillars, portions of cornices, &o„, which onoe 
belonged to some great Buddhist temple. The build¬ 
ing is surrounded by a brick wall, and the enclosure 
is entered by a porch facing the east, both doors 
of which are purely Buddhistic. One bears an 
inscription of two lines, but is so much defaced as 
to be quite illegible. The word * Satnvat,’ however, 
is decipherable. The masj id itself consists of one 
oblong chamber forty-one feet by twenty-two broad, 
the roof of which is supported by three rows of pillars 
numbering fourteen in the centre of the building, 
while several others are almost completely embedded 
in the brickwork. The roof is nine feet six inohes 
above the floor. Most of the pillars are about six 
feet six inches high, and have separate capitals and 
bases. They are surmounted by long stone beams 
placed transversely, which in turn support the roof 
consisting of huge slabs of granite and basalt. 
The pillars are of great variety of shape and design. 
Some are square, both at the capital, base, and 
shaft; others have square bases and capitals, but 
simple octagon shafts, while others again are oval 
and covered with the richest ornament. Most of 
these exhibit great freedom of design, and several 
of them are of the most graceful form. The 
“ Sangi Masjid ” (as it is popularly called) was 
built on the site of a Buddhist temple, and nearly 
all the graves dug around it have yielded either 
figures, pillars or portions of cornice and moulding. 

Outside the doors of the masjid is a second enclosure 
containing the tomb of Sayyid Yusuf Iqbal, a 
Muhammadan saint who lived in Telhar4 about two 
hundred and fifty years ago. He and his six bro¬ 
thers were greatly respected and revered by the Mus- 
ulmans of the Telhara district. 
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Remauks. 


The Mosque is now looked after 
by the Muhammadans. 



Ml 

■ ' 


In fair order 


Ill 


i b 


See pages 251-52 of the Asia¬ 
tic Society’s Journal for 1872, 
Part I. 
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34 


35 


Patna 


Do. 


36 


37 


J agdispur 


Pdwopuri 


.Do. 


Do. 


ghalipur Atma... 


Bhagwangafi j, 
near Bihta, on 
the Punpun 
river. 


Statue of Bud¬ 
dha. 


Jain Temples 


Port ruins 


Buins of stupa 


The ancient name of JagdWpur is supposed to have 
been Janakpur. It is situated 1£ miles south¬ 
east of Baragaon, and is celebrated for a large 
statue of Buddha, which stands on a mound near 
it, and is worshipped as AmbiM Devi or Itukminl, 
although it must he evident to the most obtuse 
that the statue is not that of a female. This 
statue is said to be the identical one worshipped by 
Bukmini. It is 15 feet high by 9| feet broad. 
It represents the ascetic Buddha seated under the 
Bodhi tree and surrounded by the agents of the 
tempter Mara. On side compartments there are 
reliefs representing other scenes from his life and 
in a space above his Nirvana. 

Puwdpun is a small village close to, and about four 
miles north of, Giriyek, and is a great place of pil¬ 
grimage for the Jains, who have here two temples, 
one in the middle of the tank and connected with 
the land by a long causeway, the other in the 
village. Both of these are of very reoont date, the 
one in the village appears, however, to stand on the 
site of an old temple. When it was first seen it 
had not been quite finished, but it has since been 
completed. The statues may be ancient. Thera 
certainly are some ancient statues here, and several 
were seen about the temple in the village. These 
were slightly defective, and consequently not wor¬ 
shipped, but those that are worshipped were not 
allowed to be seen. This is said to have been the 
place where Mahavira died. On the hanks of the 
tank in which stands the temple is a round ohau- 
butra with smaller ohaubutras rising up in steps 
in its centre; a pillar occupies the centre of the 
whole. A third temple was consecrated as recently 
as March 1894. 

The ruins are those of an old mud fort and an old 
wo—storied mud house connected with the ruins 
of the fort. The latter is a rare kind of building. 

The stApa at Bhagwangnnj is a low circular mound 
of brick, about 35 or 40 feet in diameter, and a 
maximum height of about 20 feet above the country. 
It is built entirely of largo bricks set in mud; the 
bricks measure .12 inches by more than 14 inches 
are all set in fine mud cement, and are all horizon¬ 
tal. In the centre, at the top of the mound, a 
square socket-hole appears to have existed, one 
side of which and part of a second still exist entire. 
It was about 18 inches squaro. Close to this mound 
and almost touching it are several others, oblong 
and round, but smaller; these are also all of briok, 
hut the bricks are not set in solid, even layers, as in 
the prinoipal mound; they are irregular, and the 
mounds appear to be merely the ruins of structures, 
temples probably. 
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Unknown 

•V A nim tree appears to have 
grown up just behind the statue, 
and its roots hare foroed them¬ 
selves between the statue and 
its pedestal. Consequently the 
statue has bent forward, and 
with the growth of the nim 
tree may bo thrown forward 
on its face, 

iia 

See page 73 of Yol. VIII of the 
Archaeological Survey Re¬ 
ports. 

Also Plate XIII of Vol I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

There is a photograph of this 
statue in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 

Jains 

.. The temple in the tank is in 
fairly good order now. 

! ' . ' ; 

i b 

Capt. Kitto has noticed this place 
in the Journal of the Asiatic 
Society for 1847, page 955. 
See also pa^e 77 of Yol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

Unknown 

In ruins 

iii 


Ditto »»* • 

., In ruins This is one of the most 
important places in BiMr, 
The mound here is the stftpa 
built on the death of Buddha, 
over the vessel with which the 
relies were measured, and 
dates therefore to the sixth 
century (B.C\), perhaps the 
most ancient brick struc¬ 
ture yet discovered. It is 
proposed to excavate the 
rubbish which buries it, and 
to repair it where needful; the 
villagers use it as a quarry 
and also as a place of wprsli 
the quarrying at least 'can be 
stopped if nothing else be done. 
There axe mounds close to it, 

iii 

See pages 17 to 19 of Vol. 
VIII of the Arohseologieal 
Survey Reports. 
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2 

8 

4 

5 

* Patna 

; / ''/ ?/ . i;*; > , 

Gawror 

Port ruins ... 

Said to be the fort of one of the Ahir R&jas who 
was very oruel and avaricious ; so muoh so, that he 
would even deprive the ants of their little hoards. 
A universal complaint was made to Indra. .Fires 
and earthquakes followed, and destroyed king and 
fort. 

Do. 

Hilsa 

Mosque 

Eilsa is a considerable village on the banks of the 
Kathar, or principal branch of the Niranjan or 
Phalgu river. It is 13 miles south of Fatuha Rail¬ 
way Station, East Indian Railway, on the Fatuha- 
Islampur road. The principal objeot of interest 
here is the masjid. This is avowedly built on 
the site of a Hindu temple, and under the great 
flooring slabs in the centre of the central arch, is 
buried, so says tradition, the mighty Hilsa Deo, 
sealed down with the saored seal of a local saint. 
Hilsa Deo was a powerful magician, and was over¬ 
come with difficulty. 

Do. 

Islampur 

Monastery, 

Buddhist. 

Islampur is about four miles to the south-west of 
Biswak, and is still a very flourishing town, doing 
a good trade in rioe and tobacco, and affording a 
resting-place for the pilgrims who pass down in 
great number from the north of Bengal en route 
for Gayd. The remains of a large vihara exist 
at the extreme west of the village, many of the 
granite columns of whioh are still intact. The old 
men of the place remember the time when the 
building was intact, and say it resembled very 
muoh the ‘Sangi Masjid’ of Telhara and contained 
a Nagari inscription, and a great deal of sculp¬ 
ture. About a mile south-west of Islamphr is a 
small village called Icchos, which was doubtless 
the site of a great Buddhist temple and vilnira. 

Do. 

Silao 

Mosque 

The masjid is of the ordinary kind, without cloisters 
attached; it is built of stone and mortar, and the 
floor in front is paved with stone. The whole of the 
stone was derived from Hindu buildings. The pave¬ 
ment is indeed one mass of imbedded pillars, and 
proves that the buildings destroyed to furnish 
the profusion of materials must have been nu¬ 
merous and extensive. 

Do, 

Baikuntapur 

, 

Baradvari 

Baikuntapur is a remarkable place of worship. 
The mother of M6n Simha died at this plaoe, and, 
where she was burned, a baradwari, or hall of 12 
doors, was built by her son, and several temples were 
at the same time endowed. It is alleged that at 
the Sivaratri 200,000 people assemble at this temple. 
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41 
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apparently the ruins of tem¬ 
ples, which need exploration. 
In the whole of the Patna 
distriot this is one of the most 
interesting and little known 
spots. 



Unknown 

In ruins 

iii 


Kba&ims 

Fair as regards dargah. Sculp¬ 
ture unoared for. The masjid 
is reported one of the oldest in 
the Patna district, and dates to 
the Khiljis, or about the fourth 
oentury, A. II. 

i b 

See page 66 of Vol. VIII of 
the Archaeological Survey Re¬ 
ports. 

Unknown 

In ruins ... ••• 

iii 

See page 254 of Vol. XLI, 
Part I of the Asiatic Society’s 
Journal. 

Ditto ••• 

Neglected 

iii 

See pages 83-84 of Vol. VIII of 
the Archeological Survey Re¬ 
ports. 


• **.#*• 

% 

• 4* 

See pages 44-45 of Vol, I of 
Martin’s Eastern India, 

Also page 85 of Hunters Sta¬ 
tistical acoount of the Patna 
district. 
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Gay& 


48 Do. 


44 


Do. 


Gay6 City 


Ditto 


(1) Temple of 
Vishnupada. 


(2) Temple of 
Narasingha. 


(3) Temple of 
Vishnu. 


Ditto 


(4) Temple of 
Mahadeva. 


(5) Statue of 
Indra. 

Temple of Ga~ 
dddhar. 


This old town is picturesquely situated on a rocky 
ridge running along the hank of the Phalgu river. 
Some ancient buildings exist in it, and most of the 
present temples have been ereoted on former sites 
and with old materials. Many of the Hindu tem¬ 
ples are supposed to to be either converted Buddhist 
buildings or buildings built with Buddhists mate¬ 
rials. Gayd has been a place of considerable 
importance for many centuries and is one of the 
principal places of Hindu pilgrimage. 

The temple of Vishnupada. 

This is the largest and most impoi'tant temple in 
Gaya. It faces east, the facade being very 
striking. It is an ugly octagonal building about 
100 feet high, with many very clumsy mouldings. 
The threshold is guarded by high folding doors 
plated with silver. In the centre is an octagonal 
basin plated with silver, whioh surrounds the im¬ 
press of the god’s foot, on the rock about 16 inches 
in length. Pilgrims to the temple surround the 
basin and throw in their offerings of rice and water. 
To the south of the temple, almost touching it, 
there is a handsome pillared hall or poroh, where 
the bare rock shows itself; in fact, the pillars are 
let into the solid rock for a foundation. This 
temple was erected some 200 years ago by 
Ahalyabai, the wife of Holk&r of Indore, on the 
site of a more ancient temple., 


This is a small temple, situated in the compound of 
Vishnupada and behind the old statue of Indra. 
It has a very elaborately oarved door frame and a 
statue of the god in blaokstone. There are many 
interesting soulptures in the compound and in the 
neighbourhood. 

This temple adjoins the above on the north side, the 
pillars are of stone but the walls are of brick. 
There is an inscription slab of 14 long lines'fixed 
on the northern wall of the poroh in praise of 
Vishnu. On the tipper face of the inscription is a 
beautiful design of the charana-paduka (footprint) 
of the God. 

This temple is situated on the east side of the com* 
potmd. It has a small shrine and an outer hall 
4 pillars deep, but the walls are of brick. 

On the inner side of the north gate is a very interest¬ 
ing statue of Indra which is of an archaic style. 

This must have been a fine stone pillared temple, but 
has been modified and renewed at a comparatively 
late date. A number of figures are collected in 
and around it. In the hall is an image of Ram 
Chandra which is the principal object of worship 
in the temple. 
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8 

9 




See pages 49 to 65 of Yol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

See pages 108-112 of Yol. Ill 
of fbe Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

Also pages 42 to 49 of Hun¬ 
ter’s Statistical account of 
the Gaya district. 

Gay&lis 

Fair. Remains of antiquity 
which are of interest are to bo 
found in most of the temples 
kept up by the Gay&lis. The 
temples themselves are for the 
most part modern, or at least 
modern restorations on ancient 
foundations. Some of the most 
interesting and valuable in¬ 
scriptions are let into the walls 
and floors of the temples, as 
also some sculptures. A few 
of the latter probably date as 
early as 250 B,Ch All that is 
neoessary is that these interest¬ 
ing inscriptions and sculptures 
should not be wantonly in¬ 
jured. 

i 1) 

See pages 51-52, 62-65 and 
Plates II, III, V and VI of 
Vol. I of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 

Ditto 


i b 


Gay&lis 

»«»*•* 

Fair 

ib 

See pages 60-62 and Plates 
III and IV of Vol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 
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2 
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5 





In front, of the Vishnupada and Gad&dhar temples is 
the holy place where the pilgrims bathe in the 
Phalgu. This forms a principal part in the cere¬ 
mony of the pinda, for which so many pilgrims 
annually visit GayA from all parts of Hindustan 
and Nep&l. 

45 

Gay& 

Gay& City 

Temple of Gay- 
esvari Devi. 

The figure in this temple is that of Durg& slaying 
the buffalo or Mahishasur ; but as the destruction of 
the Asura Gaya is universally attributed to Vishnu, 
this temple must originally have contained a statue 
of that god as GayeSvarf Devi, or the “Lord of 
Gaya,” an asura or demon. 

46 

[Go. .• ■ 

Ditto 

Surya temple 
and tank. 

This is another of the principal places of pilgrimage, 
and is only a short distance from the Vishnupada 
temple. The temple is one of the oldest in 
Gay& and evidently belongs to Buddhist times. 
Inside there is an inscription dated in the era of 
Buddha’s death, or Nirvana, which is of great value 
ia fixing the date of that event. The vestibule is 
formed of two double rows of pillars, all 10 feet in 
height, and all leaning more or less' to the north. 
There are five pillars in each row. A great number of 
mutilated statues are let into the walls on either 
side. The tank is very deep and large, having 
flights of Bteps all round. 

47 

Do. 

Ditto 

Temple of 

Krishna Dva- 
rika. 

The statue of Krishna Dvarika is considered the 
most beautiful image of Vishnu in Bihar. It was 
discovered during the excavation of a well at a 
date later than the Muhammadan invasions, which 
probably aocounts for its excellent preservation. 
The temple contains several interesting sculptures 
and one long inscription in Kuttila characters on a 
black slab at the gate, but this is much 
damaged. 

48 

Do. 

Ditto 

Parapita Mahes- 
var temple. 

This is the largest anoient temple in Gayd oity and con¬ 
tains an inscription, bearing the date 1201, Sam vat, 
which seems to relate to the history of the original 
temple existing on this site. The shrine is supported 
ou large stone pillars of single pieces of stone, and 
the designing of the whole has some antiquarian 
interest. 

49 

Do. 

Ditto *.. 

Akskayabata 

temple. 

This is situated near the foot of the Brahmajoni hill, 
and close to the Bukminf tank. The temple is very 
old, and has a collection of ancient sculptures. It 
must have been a monastery chapel, as the present 
buildings, although mostly rebuilt and altered, 
seem to have been originally a Buddhist monastery. 
The final ceremony of pinda is performed at this 
temple. There are many’sculptures and inscrip¬ 
tions of interest in the temple and in the walls 
of its enclosure, noticeably one of twenty-four 
lines in Kuttila characters in good preservation. 
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Gayalis 

Fair 

llff 

lb 

See pages 60-62 and Plate II 
of Yol. I of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 

Ditto 

Do. ... 

lb 



»** ... 


i b 


See page 68 and Plate VIII of 
Voi. I of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 
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3 
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50 

Gayd 

Gayi City 

Kund Pita 

Maheswar 
tank. 

Another place which must be visited by pilgrims is 
this tank. The present buildings are quite modern; 
but a great number of Buddhist statues are collect¬ 
ed in and around them. 

51 

Do. 

Ditto 

Temple of 

Gayanabh. 

This is supposed to be the Naval of Gaya-Sur men¬ 
tioned in Qayd Mahatma; close by is the magni¬ 
ficent lingam of Nabheswar Mahadeo on a very 
high pedestal. 

52 

Do. 

3bicto 

Temple of M a- 
d husuda n 
Bhagwan. 

This contains a rude figure cut on a rook, and appears 
be very ancient as it is held in very great reverence 
by the people. 

53 

Do. 

Ditto 

Sculptures at 
Gaitri gh&t. 

A long-winding flight of steps leads from the highest 
rocky portion of the old city down to the river. 

Its interest lies in its being the last spot where the 
pilgrims make their offerings. Several sculptures 
and one Kutila inscription are let into the steps and 
walls. 

54 

Do. 

Ditto 

Temple of Bir¬ 
in chi Bhag- 
wan. 

Although the local name of Birinohi suggests that this 
is a figure of Brahma, it really seems to be that of 
Suraj Narayan (the Sun god). It is situated in 
Babhni ghat among a large collection of ancient 
sculptures, inscriptions, and fragments. Near it, 
to the north, is a hall with pillars on one of which 
is roughly engraved a Devanagri inscription, dated 
1394 Sam vat. 

55 

Do. 

Brahmajoni Hill, 
Gaya City. 

Temple of 

Brahmajoni. 

To the south of the town the encircling range 
ends in a conical hill called Brahmajoni, which 
is considered of great sanotity. The temple situat¬ 
ed on the summit is dedicated to theSakti, or female 
energy of Brahma, hence the name. The figure 
is placed on an old pedestal, which is said to have 
been inscribed with a verse stating the date of emo¬ 
tion in V.S. 1690, or AJD, 1633. It is approached 
by a flight of stone steps leading up from below, 
which was erected about 32 years ago. The hill 
itself is 450 feet high, and is a prominent objeot. 

It is one of the principal places which must be 
visited by the pilgrims who come to perform the 
ceremony of pind. 

56 

: i" 

Do. 

Mangala Gauri 1 
Hill, GayA City. 

1 ■ 

Temples of 

Mangala Devi, 
J an a rdan 
Bhagwan and 
Markandai 
Mahadeva. 

On the eastern slope of the Mangala Gann Hill, a 
spur of the Brahmajoni Hill, is a, small temple of 
Mangala Devi. 

Higher up on the same hill, stands another old temple 
much in the same style as that at Bodh Gaya, called 
the temple of Janardan Bhagwan, which, is the 
only place where pindas (funeral oblations) are 
offered by childless pilgrims on their own behalf. 

Lower down on the eastern side facing the Baitarni 
tank is another temple in the same style, called 
the temple of Markandai Mahadeva. 

-m4--- - - 4- - * - 
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No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


1 

2 

3 

4 
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57 

Gaya 

RamiilA Hill, 

n / /"<• j 

Temple of S'iva 

A high hill north of the town on which are several 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


58 


Do. 


Da 


PretasiM Hill, 
GayA City. 


Buddha-GayA 


Pretasila Tem 
pie. 


59 


Da 


— J v T V* J WMIVIA12VA CTUU.JJ.JUUUUO, Ituu ±Ul, 

their preservation a temple has been built on 
the top of the hill approached by a fine flight of 
steps. ^ This is one of the places whioh pilgrims 
must visit. The sculptures are of considerable in¬ 
terest and refer to the coming of K&ma to Gay& to 
offer funeral cakes to Dasaratha, the incident which 
gives the spot its sacred character. 


To the north-west of the town is another high hill 
of 541 feet crowned by a temple which must be 
visited by pilgrims. The temple is approached by 
a flight of steps, and there are many ancient and 
sacred sculptures on the top. 


Ditto 


The four sacred places noticed in the annals of 
Buddhism are (1) Kapilavastu, the birthplace of 
Buddha; (2) Buddha-Graya, his hermitage; (8) 
Benares, where he first promulgated his doctrine; and 
(4) Kusi, the place of his Nirv&na, to the attainment 
of which he had devoted his long and arduous life. 
They were all places of great sanctity, and for 1,500 
years were held in the estimation of his followers as 
the holiest places of pilgrimage on earth. With the 
expulsion of Buddhism from India three of them 
have fallen into oblivion, and one was in danger of 
falling into oomplete ruin, when its restoration was 
undertaken by the King of Burma in 1887 and 
two years later by the Government of Bengal. 
Buddlia-Gaya is now a large thriving village on the 
west bank of the river Phalgu or Nirafijan, about 
six miles from Gayd, and is without doubt one of the 
most interesting sites in the world. The village is 
the^ birthplace of the Buddhist religion, and the 
holiest place in existence to one-third of the inhabi¬ 
tants of the earth. There are several small mounds 
and a large one on the east side of the village. 
They mark the sites of ancient buildings which have 
long since crumbled to dust. The largest mound 
called Edjasthdn (or palace), which is on the north 
Of the temple, covers an area of 1,482 by 1,006 feet, 
and is divided into two unequal parts' by a village 
road. The southern portion is 800 by 480 feet, hut 
it is most important, as in its centre stands the most 
ancient monument in the village, viz. the great 
temple which is noticed below. 


The Mahabodhi Temple, 


(1) The 

temple. 


great 


The importance ^ of this temple in the history of 
Indian art is quite unique, as it is the oldest existing 
example of both sculpture and architecture. It is also 
remarkable as being the finest briok structure still 
standing in India. The bricks are dark red and of 
large size, the largest being 18" x 18" x 4* (nearly) 
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Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


Mahant and a custodian appoint 
ed by Government. 


Good. At the foot of this hill 
is a fountain on which are two 
inscriptions placed by Tifca.it 
Rai in 1848 Sam vat. Though 
these are comparatively recent, 
they are such good specimens of 
engraving, that some care might 
be taken of them.. One is in 
Sanskrit, the other in Persian, 
the latter being specially well 
executed. 

Good, 


See Cunningham’s “ MaM- 
bodhi,” as also Dr. Rajendra 
L&la Mitra’s Buddha-Gayd, 
and Grierson’s notes on the 
Distriot of Gaya. 

See also pages 455 to 459 of 
Vol, I of Cunningham’s An¬ 
cient Geography of India. 


Is kept in very good repair. 

The Collector reports that during 
1894-95 certain alterations were 
made at the instance of the 
Mahant of Buddha-Gaya on the 
image of Buddha on the ground 


x a 


See pages 72—77 and Plates 
IX and X of Vol. I of Mar¬ 
tin’s Eastern India, * 

For plans of the great temple, 
see plate IV of Vol. I and 
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These, however, are only found in the very lowest 
courses; the rest vary from 18* x 12* x 2f* to 
x 8 x 2j". The cement used was olay, both for 
the walls and tor the arches. Cement of surti and 
lime, however, was not unknown at the time, for it 
has been used on roofs, copings, and other exposed 
places, and also for plastering the walls and for the 
formation of mouldings and ornamental figures. 

Siddh&tha- attained bodhi (perfect knowledge) at 
^ j P aoe under a tree of the species fious re/igiosa 
and became the Buddha around which King Prasen- 
ajit of brdvasti built a railing. He was a contem¬ 
porary of Buddha. After this King Asoka built 
the first temple on the site, about 260B.C. 

The present temple was built about A.D. 140 and is 
traditionally assigned to Amar Singha Sauvira. A 
double-storied porch was added in the east side 
about 450 A.I). by King Sado, which the Chinese 
fa-aveller Hiouen Thsang saw in the 7tb. century 

It is 48 feet square at the base and upwards of 170 feet 
m height. It stands in the middle of the excavated 
area. The entrance doorway on the eastern side is 
some 10 feet in height by 6' | in breadth. 

The door frame is formed of stone bars of a reddish- 
grey colour, and over it there is a cross-bar of grey- 
coloured stone forming a strong hype-therion. 
Ifien follows a blocking course of considerable thiok- 
ness. The space over it was left open, the sides 
first rising upright, but at a greater distance from 
each other than the width of the doorway, aud then 
approaching each other so as to form a triangular 
slit of. large dimensions. The opening was produced 
by the gradual oorbelling of tho walls from the two 
sides, which gave to the sides the appearance of 
reversed flights of steps, each step being three bricks 
deep. The two sides met at the top in a point. 

s * 10ws outline of the true Indian horizontal 

arch to perfection. It is said that this space was 
left open for the purpose of allowing the light at 
dawn to fall on the presiding divinity of the temple. 

The building comprises 4 parts, viz, (1) a shrine 
(i garbhagnha ), (3) an antarala (vestibule), (3) a 
mandapa (hall), and (4) a porch. 

The only part of the building which has remained at 
all entire m the great shrine. It is a slender quad- 
rangular pyramid of great height. The spire is on 
tnree sides surrounded by a terrace about 25 or 30 
teet high, the extreme dimensions of which are 78 

en< I this terrace, towards 

the east, formerly covered the porch, which has 
fallen and brought down part of the terrace with it. 

A stair on each side of the porch was constructed 
m more recent times leading up to the terrace, on 
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Present state of preservation 
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conservation. 

Classifi¬ 
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Remarks. 
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7 

8 

9 

; "" * 

floor of this temple for the pur¬ 
pose of showing that it is a 
Hindu and not a Buddhist ob¬ 
ject of worship. 


plate XXV of Vol. Ill of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

There are photographs of the 
following objects in the 
Indian Museum, Cnloutta:— 


1. The great temple. 

2. Details of front arohes. 

3. Do. side arches (2nd 
storey). 

4. View of small and large 
temples. 

5. Great temple under repairs. 

6. Details of interior roofing 
of great temple. 

7. Capital and fine capital of 
AjSoka pillar. 

8. Terracotta figures from 
temple niches. 

9. Bell-shaped copper finial 
of minor temple. 

This last, which is now in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta was 
exhumed from the courtyard 
of the great temple. It was 
originally studded with pre¬ 
cious stones and gilded, but 
all the stones, with the excep¬ 
tion of a large spherical crys¬ 
tal on the top, have been re¬ 
moved from their sockets, and 
the gilding is much worn. 
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No. 
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Locality, 


Nam© of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


5 


(2) Asoka rail¬ 
ings round the 

Mah&bodhi 

temple. 


®#§8 


which there was a fine walk round the temple. 
In front the terrace led to the second storey of the 
shrine, behind to a large area, on which was planted 
the celebrated pipal tree. The interior of the 
shrine consists of three chambers. At the far end 
of the lowest chamber is a throne of stone, on 
which was placed a misshapen daub of clay re¬ 
presenting the deity. Above this chamber axe two 
others, one on the level of the old terrace, and the 
other still higher. The falling of the porch has 
cut off all communication with these upper 
chambers. 

The Pali character on these railings is oi Asoka’s 
period. Hence they have been assigned to the 
3rd century B.O. They possibly surrounded an 
earlier temple on the site of which the present 
great temple of Buddha-Gayd. was built. There 
are altogether 33 of these railings in situ , 10 of 
sandstone and 23 of granite. They are all sculp* 
tured with medallions in bas-relief, illustrating the 
architecture of the period, and displaying sacred 
trees, prayer wheels, stfipas and various scenes 
from episodes in the Buddhist story. ^ They show 
the style of temples, houses, gates, city walls, as 
well as the costumes of the people of each sect, 
of the priests, devotees, and kings of the period. 
One of them represents the Sun god driving hie 
chariot an interesting scene which exhibits distinct 
traces of the influence of Greek art. A part of this 
railing was found in situ by Captain Mead in 1864, 
when he carried on certain excavations round the 
temple by order of Government. There are 25 
A^oka railings in the Mahant’s math (monastery); 
of these 18 are in granite and 7 in sandstone. 
Three of the posts were sent to South Kensington 
and 4 to the Indian Museum, Calcutta. In the 
math at Bakror, Babu P. C. Mukherji discovered 
7 Asoka railings, which are utilized in the kitchen, 
but are not the less interesting. 

The Yajr&sana, or the adamant seat on whioh Bud¬ 
dha is supposed to have rested during his protract¬ 
ed meditation under the Bodhi-tree, is a circular 
slab of blue-coloured stone, five feet in diameter, 
carved on the upper face in an elaborate and inge¬ 
nious design. It is now lying in the porch of an 
unfinished roofless temple, dedicated to, Yage^- 
vari Devi. It would seem to be the identical stone 
described by TVHian, the Chinese pilgrim who 
visited the holy places at Buddha-Gayd between 
A D. 399 and 414, but recent research proves that 
it is not the Yajr&sana. 

There are two other Yajrasanas, viz., the, original 
one inside the great temple, which is of the 
A^oka period, and another just at the back* of the 
temple, of the Indo-Scythian period, having Kill 
characters 6i\ the margin. The latter was im¬ 
mediately uncfer the last position of the Bodhi-tree. 
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See Cunningham’s Maha- 
bodhi. 

Also pages 4 to 12 and plates 
VII, IX, X, and XI of 
Volume I of the Archaeologi¬ 
cal Survey Reports. 

The following photographs are 
in the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta — 

(1) Anoka railings of great 
temple in situ. 

(2) Asoka railings of great 
temple removed to Ma- 
hant’s house. 

(3) Railings with Gupta sculp¬ 
tures removed to Mahant’s 
house. 

Mahant 


lift 
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(2) GAYA 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


(3) Pillars of 
B u d d h a’s 
walk. 


(4) Bemains o: 
temples. 


Temple of T6ra 
Devi. 


Temple of V£. 
gesvari Devi. 


Buins of An 
eient monas¬ 
tery. 


Modern nm 
nastery 
math. 


or 


Buddha s walk is on tho north side of the great temple, 
but inside the Asoka railings. It is a raised plat¬ 
form of brick and plaster about 50 feet long and 5 
feet wide. It originally had a roof and" was a 
colonnade, but only the basements of the pillars 
remain now. One of the pillars has a beautifii. 
figure of a female carved on it. Buddha’s footsteps 
are represented by carved flowers in stone. 

There are numerous remains of temples and votive 
stupas Within the oompound of the great temple, 
borne of the stone stupas, whioh are elaborately 
carved, are complete. Three door frames elaborately 
carved in sandstone still exist. 

To the north-east of the great temple, and close to 
it, there is a smaller one dedicated to Thra Devi. In 
style it is a miniature representation of the great 
temple. It has been built with brides of the same 
size and make as are found in the great temple, 
and cemented with day. The portion now visible 
measures^ 36 feet 5 inches in height on a base of 
lo.y * ee ^ by 15| feet. The chamber inside is 5 feet 
8 inches by 5 feet 10 inches by 11 feet 2 inches, 
having a vaulted roof in the form of a pointed 
trotluc arch. It was probably plastered in the 
same way as tho great temple. It was provided 
with a porch, 

This is an unfinished temple to the north-east of the 
temple of TW Devi, in the porch of which is a 
circular slab of blue coloured stone 5' 9* in diame¬ 
ter and 6' in thickness, carved in the upper surface 
with an elaborate and ingenious design. This was at 
one time believed to be the Vajrdsana or adamant 
seat on which Buddha was said to have sat during 
bis protraoted meditation under the Bodhi tree, but 
this surmise was incorrect. 

This monastery was originally built by a King of 
Oeylon about the second century A.D. It is situat¬ 
ed to the north-east, of the great temple and was 
seen by both the Chinese travellers in the fourth and 
seventh centuries A.D. It was from 30' to 40' 
high . I he lower wall , is still visible just beyond 
the compound wall having a series of niohes, one 
of which enshrines a statue of Budhha. 

Next to the great temple, the largest building in the 
locality is a monastery or math. It is situated on 
the left bank of the Niranjan, in the midst of a 
garden extending over an area of about 20 acres, 
and surrounded by a high masonry wall. It is 
four-storied in some parts, but three-storied all 
round a small quadrangle. Tho ground-floor round 
the quadrangle is faced by a one-storied verandah 
built on sculptured monolithic pillars on three sides 
and on wooden pillars on the fourth side. These 
monolithic pillars appear to have been taken 
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Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remakes. 


Mahant 


Ditto 


In the custody of the Mali ant 
and a oustodxan appointed by 
Government. 


In good order 


Mahant 


Ditto 


Mahant ... 


Some in good order 


In good order. Already repaired 


In ruins and buried in the 
mounds. 


The roofs are low, and the win¬ 
dows very small and few in 
number, but the building is 
very substantial and in excel¬ 
lent repair. 


lift 


ii b 


ii b 


iD 


ii b 


See Cunningham’s MaMbodhi, 

&o. 


See pages 61 and 62 of Mitra’s 
Buddha-Gayd. 


iii j See Cunningham, &o. 







































(2) GAYA 



( 292 ) 


No 

District. 

f£ j )•}'• ■ ' , ' , "A * 'jv 

Looality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 



j 

I 

from the railing of Asoka that encircled the M&M- 
bodhi temple. To the north of this there are 
three two-storied buildings of moderate size, and 
long ranges of out-offices and stables on the east 
front. On the south there is a commodious three¬ 
storied building called Baradv4ri, with a terrace in 
front of it. There are also four temples, one of 
which contains only a marble slab, originally de¬ 
signed for a eheffo,nier, but now bearing an inscrip¬ 
tion, partly in Sanskrit and partly in Burmese; 
a second contains some Buddhist statues. Outside 
this monastery, towards the west, on a part of the 
large mound there is a two-storied building of 
good make and size. It belongs to the monastery, 
and around it are four Hindu temples, one of 
which is dedicated to Jagannatha, another whioh 
was built by Gahg4 Bai, who died at the beginning 
of this century, is dedicated to Rdma and the other 
two to Siva. 

Towards the south-west oorner of the outer wall of 
the monastery there is a cemetery, also attached to 
the. monastery. The dead bodies of the monks, 
unlike those of other Hindus, are buried, and the 
cemetery contains the graves of about two hundred 
persons. The body is buried in a sitting posture, 
and in the case of .mere neophytes a small circular 
mound, of solid briokwork, from three to four feet 
high, is all that is deemed necessary to a cover 
the grave. For men of greater consequence a 
temple is held essential, and in it, immediately over 
the corpse, a lingam is invariably consecrated. 
For mahants the temple is large and elaborately 
ornamented. It would seem that even for neophytes 
a lingam was held essential, but in the majority 
of cases, its place was supplied by a miniature 
votive stupa picked up from the Buddhist ruins in 
the neighbourhood. Half-buried on the top of the 
mound, it passes very well for a lingam. On the 
way from Gay6 to Buddha-Gay4 there are several 
monasteries of Hindu Sanuyssis. Everywhere the 
graves are alike. 

There are some mounds now existing outside the 
new boundary wall of the temple. Excavation 
might bring to light traces of the sites of some of 
the numerous stone temples and stone houses in the 
neighbourhood. Monolithic columns of 6 to 8 feet 
in jheight and of rioh designs are largely met with, 
and bases for these, of equally elaborate designs, 
are also abundant. Fragments of mouldings, 
friezes, architraves, and other architectural stones 
are to be met with stuok in the mud walls of 
almost every hut, over an area of five miles around 
the sacred spot. These prove the former existence 
of a considerable number of stone temples or other 
buildings in the neighbourhood, of the great 
temple. 
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The proprietors of the villages 
of Mastipur-Tar&dih. (the 
Mabant of Buddha-Gay 6) and 
of Buddha-Gaya or Mahabodhi 
(the 7-anna Tikari R&j.) 


They have been dug into as far as 
the Mabant would permit; but 
further exploration is desirable, 
The entire lower part of e 
monastery was exhumed by 
Mr. Beglar, at the instance of 
General Cunningham and with 
the Mahant’s consent. 


lift 
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64 


65 


Gaya 


Do. 


56 Do. 


Buddha-Gaya .. 


Dliarmmaranyn 


Bakror 


Buddhokar Tal 
(tank). 


Ruins 

temples. 


of 


The stones used for these works of art ai*e granite, 
grey sandstone, basalt, and the dark blue potstone 
for which Gay& is so famous. The works in 
granite are the oldest, and they are at the same 
time the roughest. The other stones came into use 
successively iu the order named, and neatness, anc. 
artistic excellence followed the same order. For 
boldness and freedom of exeoution, however, the 
carvings on the sandstone pillars of As'oka do not 
yield to the most finished work on the softest pot- 
stone. On the contrary, the latter is thoroughly 
conventional, whereas the former display a consider¬ 
able amount of natural grace and freedom of action 
Sculptures, more or less interesting, are found every' 
where in the neighbouring villages. 

This tank, in which the name of the Buddha survives, 
is south of the great temple of Mahabodhi. It is 
about 504 feet by 425. Originally, it was perfectly 
regular, hut in course of time its sides have broken 
down and fallen into its bed. It was excavated by 
the brother of the Br&hman, who built the great 
temple as recorded by Hiuen Tsiang. It is just 
south of the compound of the Mah&bodhi. 

This is one of the places which pilgrims must visit 
Numerous pilgrims come here. It is evidently 
the Dharmuriranya of anoient Buddhist records. 


Ruins of 
stfipa. 


Besides the strips, there are old sculptures in the 
village; and in the local math are seven rail-posts 
of the Asoka period. On the east of the stupa is 
a small old temple, containing a number of old 
sculptures; and on the Moh&n& is a group of old 
temples, containing some old sculptures, and a well 
where the pilgrims throw their pindas after the 
proper rites have been performed. 
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Makant 


In the custody of local Brah¬ 
mans. 


In the custody of the Mahant 
of Buddkn-Gayfi, 


Repaired and a ghat built with 
ancient materials by Mr. Beglar 
in 1884-85. 


In ruins. The remains here oon- 
eist of some of the finest and most 
interesting pieces of sculpture in 
the neighbourhood of Ga j&; the 
place is about four miles from 
Buddha-Gaya, and is little 
known. 

There are several temples, en¬ 
shrining once fine statues (now 
broken). Both temples and 
statues are old, and some money 
might with advantage be spent 
in clearing the temples and sav¬ 
ing them from utter ruin, and 
in seouring plans, drawings, and 
photographs of the temples and 
sculptures. 

Clearing, photographs, and draw¬ 
ings, Rs. 25, 

In ruins, but excavation is desir¬ 
able. This is one of the largest 
stfipas in existence. It has been 
dug into and a number of seals 
found, but Mr. Boglar suspects 
the real deposit is yet untouched, 
and excavation would cost a large 
sum, as the dihis of previous 
diggers would need clearing 
away. The place was once of 
great importance, and possessed 
one of the A^oka pillars, one 
portion of which (uninscribed) is 
now in Gay4 at the cross-roads 
near the present Pilgrim Hos- 


i h 


See Dr. R. L. Mitral 
dha-6ay&, page 115. 


Bud- 


ii& 


pages 104-5 of Yol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

































(2) GAYl 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Mora Hill 


PunAwa 


Orel, near Kurki- 
har. 


Kurkihar 


Oave 


Temple of 
Triiokn&th. 


Temple of 
R 4 m n At h 
Mahadeva. 


Statue of Sa- 
kya Simha. 


This cave is a natural fissure about half way up the 
•western slope, and facing the Phalgu river. It is 
shaped like a crescent, 37 feet in length and five and- 
a-half feet in width, with an entrance in the mid¬ 
dle of the convex face three feet two inches in 
width and four feet ten inches in height. At 
the upper or north end there is another opening 
four feet broad and four feet high which gives 
light to the cave. At the south end the fis¬ 
sure continues for a further distance of 24 feet, but 
of such small dimensions that a man can only just 
crawl along it. Its height is two feet seven 
inches, but its width is only one foot seven inches. 
At the back or east side of the cavern there is a 
ledge of rock eight inohes high, which probably 
served as a pedestal for the shadow of Buddha 
which was figured in the rock. Every year at the 
close of the rainy season, the monks used to climb 
this hill to make their offerings and to spend a 
night or two in the cavern. 

PunAwa is situated 14 miles east of GtayA, and 
the principal antiquity is a pillared temple of 
TriloknAth. It has now no superstructure left; but 
according to Major Kittoe, this was not the ease 
when he visited the place in 1847, at which time a 
considerable portion of the superstructure was still 
perfect. One of the doorways is beautifully carved 
in black chlorite, and is the finest piece of sculpture 
of the kind in this part of the country. This door¬ 
way was removed by Mr. Broadley to the Bihar 
Museum, and thence to the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta by Babu Purna Chandra Mukherji. 


This is one of a number of mounds around a tank. 
It consists of a shrine and, a pillared ante¬ 
chamber, the shrine having a pointed vault of 
large brick. But the peculiarity of the temple 
is the compound wall which has deep niches, that 
once enshrined images. One Kali is still there 
in situ. There are some old sculptures in another 
and modern temple on the east of the tank. 

Kurkihar is situated about three miles north-east of 
Punawa. There are large and extensive ruins at 
this place, and a great number of statues scattered 
over a large area. The principal one is a figure of 
SAkya Simha sitting under the tree at Buddha-Gray^, 
with representations of events of his life on either 


























mBTmOT!—continued. 



Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 
cation. 

Bemakks. 


6 


7 



8 

9 


Not in special custody of any 
one. 


n the custody of looal zamin- 
dars. 


In the custody of local zamin- 
dars. 


pital, and another piece is in the 
court of the Mahant of Buddha- 
Gaya* Excavation Rs. 350* 

Fair. Nothing need be done 
for this cave. 


Totally in rains. Only a few 
pillars are now standing. 

There were interesting remains 
of temples at this place, and 
also at Kurkikar but it is be¬ 
lieved that all or most of what 
w as of interest has been already 
removed, it is said, by Mr. 
Broadley. IJe could not, how¬ 
ever, have removed the remains 
of the temple, which is deserv¬ 
ing of some notice and should 
be preserved to prevent the 
existing pillars falling or break¬ 
ing; the rubbish should he 
cleared out. 


in 


iifi 


See pages 106 and 107 of YoL 
III of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. 


In ruins 


ui 


iiS 
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(2) GAY A 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


3 


71 


Gaya 


Hasra 


Statue of Bud¬ 
dha. 


72 


Do. 


Bishanpur Tand- 

w&. 


Statue of Bud¬ 
dha. 


side and a small inscription on the pedestal There 
is a temple ol Bhagavati, where there is a large 
collection of statues, Buddhistic and BrahmanicaL 

About a mile to the south-east of Pun&wa are two 
small isolated ranges of low hills dose to each 
other; the valley or pass between them is known 
as the Kol, and the place itself is known as Hasra. 
It appears that there was once a village named Hasra 
here, though it no longer exists. The entire space 
between these hills is thickly studded with remains. 

The two ranges are each only about a quarter of a mile 
long. The southern range is higher and less bare 
than the northern, and the valley between the ranges 
varies in width, but never exceeds 200 feet. The 
highest part of the valley is at the east end ; here 
the hills approach closest, and across this gap are 
built two lines of massive walls of dry stone. There 
appear to be some springs in the vicinity. Near the 
walls are collected a number of fragments consisting 
of ehaityas and remnants of Buddhist figures. At 
the eastern foot of the southern range is a stone 21- 
feet high and 1 foot square, with a Buddha rudely 
carved in a niche on one side; this stone is now 
worshipped, and is covered with Vermillion. Within 
the valley and to the west of the lines of walls are 
numerous mounds; one is 300 feet to the west of 
the walls. On some stones in the vicinity are cut 

mason's marks of such shapes as these ^ fy 

Three hundred feet further back are numerous mounds 
Not a single entire brick can be found, but from the 
fragments, it is evident that the bricks were more than 
10 inches long and more than 6 inches wide. From 
these mounds have been exhumed numerous statues, 
of large size and in excellent preservation; they 
have been carried off to the adjacent village of 
Bishanpur Tandw&, about a mile to the south by a 
little west from this place. The whole of the ruins 
here appear to be of Buddhist monastaries and 
temples; there are no traoes of any Br&hmanioal 
temples here. 

The ground all over to the west of the hills is for 
some distance strewn with brickbats, but there are 
no distinct mounds marking the sites of any struc¬ 
tures outside the valley. 

There are two tanks, one a large one, between this 
place and Bishanpur. 

Of the statues at Bishanpur carried off from this 
valley, the principal ones are a fine statue of Bud¬ 
dha of large size, seated, and two smaller statues, one 
of Padma P^ni, as shown by the lotus symbol, and 
the other with a symbol which looks like a stem of 
Indian-corn. These three statues are among the 
finest in Magadha and are well deserving of preser¬ 
vation. They are in black basalt. The execution 
and design are both good. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

T~ ~ --— 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 







In the custody of local zamin- 
dars. 


In ruins. There are extensive 
ruins of numerous though small 
brick temples in the Hasra or 
Kol valley close to Bishanpur 
Ta#dwd, several of which have 
long ago been dug into for bricks, 
and most of which have now pro¬ 
bably been dug up by the people 
of Bishanpur Tandwa. The 


iib | See pages 105-6 of Yol. YIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 


































(2) GAYA 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


Gay6 


Sitamarhi 


A cave 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


On a small bas-relief representing a figure seated 
oross-legged in Buddha fashion is inscribed xe 
Dharmma Mdsi Mahd Kdhjapa. This statue therefore 
represents one of the venerable presidents of the 
first synod, and is the only one known to exist 
of one of Buddha’s disciples. Its existence 
is a proof that in the later days of Buddhism 
the great disciples of Buddha may have oome m 
for a share of the devotions of the Buddhist con¬ 
gregations. The great statue of Buddha stood on 
a pedestal, which is now placed near it, the statue 
itself being set on the ground; the pedestal is in¬ 
scribe din Kutila character with the usual Buddhist 

formula. ^ « 

A small inscribed female figure or Akehobhya is 
among the collection; the inscription is mutilated ; 
the terminal letters are perfectly distinct. 

The chaityas represented in these sculptures are m 
height twice the width of base, exclusive of the 
umbrella on top, which consists of seven diminish¬ 
ing disos, measuring in the aggregate height one 
diameter of the base of the ohaitya, . the total 
height to the top of the umbrella being three 

diameters. ' - , 

There are numerous other statues, many lluatinist, 
but a few also Brahmanical. Of these last, the 
principal one is a fragment of Ganesa. It is greatly 
inferior to the Buddhist sculptures in execution and 

JusT outside the village to tbe south-east is a high 
rocky eminence which must once have been crowned 
by buildings. The remains of floors and founda¬ 
tions yet exist. The existing remains and the nu¬ 
merous brickbats strewn about show that they were 
built of brick. Tradition says that this was a 
garb built by a Rajput IUja named Sbbh Nath, 
after whom the eminenoe is named S'obh N&thia. 
Regarding tbe ruins at Ilasra in the Kol valley, 
tradition has no information to give except, that 
the ruins there are the remains of the palace and 
garh of tbe same Raja who built tbe temples of 
Punawa, his name is variously given as Triloknatp 
and as Banauti R&j d. 


This cave is 14 miles from Punawa 
mile south-east of a village called 


a 


and about 
Nadgarha, 

on the Nawada and Gay& road. It has been 
exoavated out of a large block of granite on an open 
plain. The doorway is of the Egyptian form, being 
X foot 11 inches at the top, and 2 feet 1 inch at 
the bottom. The passage leads obliquely into the 
cave, and is 3 feet 5 inches long. The cham¬ 
ber itself is 15 feet 9 inches along tlm floor, 
15 feet along the roof, 6 feet 4| inches high in the 
centre, and 11 feet l| inches in width. The roof 
is vaulted, and springs from the floor, lhe whole 
of the inside is highly polished, and the rock is as 
compact as the rocks in which the Barabar caves 
are found. Curiously enough, there is no trace 

















































Dl&TmGT—continued. 


Custody or present use. 


In the custody of local zamin- 
dars and Brahmans. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Bbmabks. 


sculptures, however, that were 
dug up were some of the finest 
and largest in the Gaya district, 
and were carried to the village 
of Bishanpur Tandwa; they 
ought, however, to be saved from 
destruction as really fine speci¬ 
mens of ancient art. One is 
unique, being it is believed, a 
figure of Mahakasyapa, the 
chief disciple of Buddha. Mr. 
Beglar strongly recommends 
that good photographs be taken 
of the more interesting statues. 
Photographs Us. 75. 


In good order. This cave, cut 
out of a detached boulder, is 
uniuscribed; but from the 
workmanship and polish of the 
interior, it is considered to 
date not later than the second 
century (B.O.), Wanton des¬ 
truction or defacement should 
be prevented. The boulder is 
close to Wazirgahj on the 
Gaya-Nawada road. 


ii b 


See pages 106-7 of Vol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 



























GAYA 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 





of an inscription inside or out. Inside, from the 
high polish everywhere, no inscription could escape 
notice. Outside, without a recess being cut for its 
reception, no inscription could be out, and there is 
no sign of any such recess. The construction of 
the care at any time must have been an achievement 
of no ordinary kind, and it is remarkable that an 
inscription should have been omitted. The date of 
this cave must be about the same as the date of the 
Barabar oaves, which it so closely resembles. 

74 

Gayd 

Seor Muhamma- 
d&b&d. 

Fort ruins ... 

Said to be the ruins of the Garh of a Ealal king ... 





Some eight or ten miles north-e^st of Kowakol are 
extensive ruins of temples, Br^hmanioal and Bud¬ 
dhist. The remains here of the Brahinanioal period 
date to 250 B. 0., and are thus unique in Bengal. 
A mutilated figure of Nandi, inscribed in the A4oka 
character, deserves preservation ; it is the earliest 
inscribed Nandi yet discovered. 

75 

Do. 

Parvaii Hill ... 

Euins of mon¬ 
asteries and 
temples. 

Parvati, or rather more correctly Daryapur Parvati, 
contains numerous ancient remains, mostly on and 
about the Parvati Hill or Garh P&r4vat as it is also 
called. General Cunningham has suggested that 
this may be the site of Hiuen Tsiang’s P&ravata, 
or pigeon monastery, and it is certainly entitled to 
be so considered, if coincidence of name and the 
occurrence of undoubted Buddhist remains can 
compensate for its want of coincidence in position 
with recorded bearings and distances 





Here Buddha is said to have taken the form of a 
pigeon (P&rabat) for the benefit of a starving fowler, 
and here too was the famous temple of Avalo- 
kisesvar, and also a sthpa built by Aioka to comme¬ 
morate Buddha’s miracles. A Buddhist King of 
Ceylon built a Yibara on the spot to commemorate 
his pilgrimage, and his example was followed by 
many others. The placo was visited by the Chinese 
pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang in the seventh century A.D., 
and ho speaks of “ multitudes of Buddhist YiMras 
and temples ” as existing here. General Cunning-, 
ham has identified this spot as the site of the, 
Kapotila Vih&r. The site of the temple is now 
oocupied hy the shrine of the Mussulman saint 
Chan Haji Saud^gar. 


« 



The hill rises with a very steep slope, almost vertical 
on the west, where the river Sakri during floods 
washes its base. On the south-east it sends out a 
long gentle spur with plenty of level ground on it. 
On the top of the hill is a small space of tolerably 
even ground. The easiest ascent is up the long spur. 
On this, at varions spots of level ground, are the 
ruins, or rather traces, of ancient buildings; these 
do not appear to have been all built of stone as 
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DIS TRIGT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Ekmabks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In the custody of local zamin- 

In ruins. Excavation would be 

lib 



most probably well repay the 
cost. 

Rs. 


Local zamindar 


Excavation 

Sculpture 


In ruins 


... 100 
... 50 


lift 


See pages 108 to 114 of Vol. 
VIII of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. 
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(2) GAYA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


fragments of bricks are scattered all over tlxe 
place. There are altogether 13 mounds of a 
large size, and 5 or 6 of a smaller size. Of these, 
that on tho lowest peak is the ruin of a tope 15 
or 18 feet in diameter. A poor labourer that dug 
into it was re warded by finding some coral heads 
and a few coins. Neither the man nor the coins 
can now be found. The ground was a second time 
dug down to the rock below, but without finding 
anything. The tope was built of brick and was 
oovered with strong lime plaster. A part of the 
lower circumference was still intact, and was loft 
undisturbed. 

To the west of it another and a larger mound 
appears, also said to be the ruins of a tope. It was 
dug into by the Executive and Assistant Engineers 
when the head-quarters of the Bihfo Local Roads 
Division was at Giriyek. It is said to have yielded 
only some ashes, so that this was clearly a tope built 
on the ashes of some Arhat. Two other mounds, 
one at the south-east end of the hill (not of the 
spur), and one to the north-west of it, are also said 
to have yielded coins. Tho ooins were found only 
a few years ago, and the result was that every one 
began actively to dig in search of treasure. The 
last find was, as already related, from the small tope 
on the extreme north peak, but the whole of the 
ruins were in the meanwhile dug up* There 
was no fear of the labour of the diggers being 
wasted, even if they found no treasure. The brioks 
could be easily disposed of as road metal of which 
large quantities are here stacked. 

The two mounds which are said to have yielded coins 
are clearly the remains of buildings, monasteries, or 
temples, not oftopes, as the straight walls, though 
for the most part dug up, can yet he traced by the 
depressed line of hollows thus left. They are tradi¬ 
tionally said to have been respectively the Baithak 
and the Kuch&ri of Bawan Subbh. On the largest 
piece of level ground on the hill, which, however, is 
not in the highest part, are the ruins of extensive 
buildings, traditionally said to have been the palace 
of Bawan Subah; but the building really appears 
to have been a large monastery, with rows of cells 
round a courtyard. Perhaps a temple, now dug up, 
existed^ in the middle. At present there is, just 
where it ought to have been, a suspicious looking 
depression. 

There are no statues on the hill. One solitary mu¬ 
tilated block exists to show that statues were not 
wanting, hut the demand for stone metal for roads 
is said to have operated very effectually in bringing 
about the destruction of all conveniently moveable 
stone blocks. At the foot of the hill on the north 
side are a few statues in fair preservation. A 
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DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

6 


7 

8 



j 



Remarks. 


9 
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(2) GAYA 


No 

District, 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


. 


Tomb of Ohand 
Saudagar. 

remarkably fine one lies in the mango tope near 
the well at the foot of the hill, and two or throe 
others lie further off; these last are, however, 
much mutilated. No remains of structures to be 
seen about the foot of the hill; any that existed 
on the west, north-west, and south-west sides must 
have long ago been washed away by the river 
Sakxi, which began flowing down this, its present, 
bed not very long ago, its original course having 
been far to the west about three miles off. The old 
bed is still distinctly traceable all the way to its point 
of separation. The channel which is now the bed of 
the river was a small irrigation channel, which was 
taken from its east bank about six miles above 
Wahari, near Eoh, east of Nawada, and but for 
the circumstance that constant efforts are made to 
keep the flow within bounds, this channel would 
before now have become the main river. As it is, 
it has become 100 feet wide, while it originally was 
barely 8. 

About two miles due north of P&rvati, the Sakri, in 
| cutting away its banks, is said to have laid open a 
deposit of coins. These are said to have been in an 
earthen pot, and were of gold. Some boys, playing 
about, found the pot, and each ran with a handful 
to his parents, who, of course, lost no time in secur¬ 
ing the prize, but so ignorant were they that they 
imagined the coins to have been of brass, and sold 
them, as such. The place was probably the site of 
an old monastery or stupa. It has now been entire¬ 
ly cut away by the river, but the high banks there 
show that the site was a small eminence. 

One of the statues at the foot of the hill has the 
usual Buddhist formula, Ye Dharmma , &c., inscribed 
on it in Kutila characters; the statues are all of 
black basalt. 

Besides these Buddhist ruins there is a small Muham¬ 
madan dargS. Tradition says that an old Hindu 
fakir was once living here, when a corpse came 
floating down the 8akri, and the fakir dreamt 
that the corpse told him its name was OMn Haji, 
and that it wanted a decent burial in a grave to be 
dug on a spot near the south-east end of the hill, 
which he described, and as a reward he promised 
the R&j # (sovereignty) of the district to the fakir. 
The fakir did as direoted, and became King after* 
wards. The darga^ that now stands was the one 
built by him, It is in no way interesting, except 
for some Hindu stones used in it. Ch£n Hdji is 
a saint of wide celebrity in Bengal; he is known 
universally as Ohand Saud&gar, and many are the 
spots where this benevolent saint is said to have 
kept silver and gold vessels, &o., for the use of 
travellers. A traveller on arriving at one of these 
fortunate spots, which was generally either a well 
or the bank of a tank, had only to make known 
his wants when Ohdnd Saudtfgar’s vessels of gold 
and silver would float up and allow themselves 
to be used by the traveller, who had, however, 
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(2) GAY A 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Borupulously to return them when done with. But 
men are covetous, and at each of the places where 
Mr. Beglar heard the legend, some unluoky man 
was too weak to resist the temptation of appropri¬ 
ating them, and since then the miracle has 
ceased. 

The legend of Kunwar Bijaya Mall is intimately 
conneoted with this place, but though interesting, 
is too lengthy for insertion here. 

This legend serves the important purpose of show¬ 
ing that the ancient name of the hill was Garb 
P&r&vat, or rather this was the Dame of the fort on 
the hill. The origin of the name is not diffioult 
to ascertain. The hill has an almost perpendicular 
face to the west and portions of the south, and in 
the vertical cliffs wild pigeons in great numbers 
habitually build their nests, as they are safe from 
man or beast. When employed as an engineer 
in this distriot, Mr. Beglar- had often occasion 
to travel past this hill, and could count with 
certainty on finding wild pigeons _ here. One 
year, consequent, on the famine whioh visited the 
distriot, all the pigeons were oaught and eaten up 
by the people. There were therefore very few left, 
but the convenience for nest building and seourity 
is so great that it must always have been a favourite 
resort of pigeons. The name Paravata is thus ac¬ 
counted for. 

But whether this be or be not the true origin of the 
name, there can be no doubt that it was named 
Paravata in ancient times, and as, besides the iden¬ 
tity of names, it contained numerous and import¬ 
ant Buddhist structures, Mr. Beglar thinks that it 
may safely be regarded as the site of Hiiten Tsiang's 
pigeon monastery, although its direction and dis¬ 
tance from Giriyek do not agree with his account. 

Parvati retained some importance even , so late as 
Akbar. There is mention of Dariyapur in 
Stewart’s Bengal, page .155, where it is described as 
situated 50 miles from Patna, which is very near 
the actual distanoe vid Bihar. Since then the 
place has lost its importance, and is now only 
a second rate village. 

There is another legend which makes Parvati a plaoe 
of importance in the age of the Pandus. Accord¬ 
ing to it, when the sacrificial horse was let loose, 
Kij4 Sfankhadhvaj of this place seized the horse 
and prepared to fight. Before joining battle, 
however, he performed a yajna. The Raja’s guru 
demanded that orders be given for every one to be 
ready and present at a given spot by a certain 
hour. The Bhj&’s son Surat Dhvaj was newly 
married, and his bride happened to arrive that very 
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( 310 ) 


(2) GAYA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


3 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


76 


Gay& 


Afsand 


Temple 


Statue of 
Yarfiha, 


the 


day, and at her entreaty, Surat Dhvaj delayed a 
short time. The Brahman demanded the punish¬ 
ment of the young man, who was thrown into a 
cauldron of boiling oil, but came out unhurt. The 
Guru suspecting the oil was not hot enough, heated 
it well, and to try the heat threw in a piece of tho 
husk of a coeoanut. Tho violence of the heat flung 
the husk up against the Guru’s face, blinding him 
in his right eye and burning away tho right half of 
his face. The Raja’s son, it was found, had esoaped 
because he had prayed to Mah&dev and had held a 
tulsi leaf in his mouth when jumping into the 
cauldron. 


Besides the great mound of the Gupta temple and 
the Varaha, just north of it, are a number of old 
sculptures scattered in two temples and in the 
neighbourhood. 


This Varaha is of special interest, being apparently 
of the Gupta period and of exquisite workmanship 
It represents the incarnation of Vishnu in the form 
of the boar. 


_ 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 








In the custody of local zarnin- 
dars. 


Iamins. The rains and sculp¬ 
tures here are mostly Brahma- 
iiioal, though there are a few 
Buddhist fragments. The 
statue of the Var&ha is the finest 
in Bengal, and really one of the 
finest and oldest in India; it 
cannot date Later than the sixth 
century A.D. The now lost 
but most valuable Afsand 
inscription giving a long genea¬ 
logy of the later Guptas was 
here, but the most interesting 
object is the buried temple, 
the ruins forming a mound 
sharply conical and nearly 60 
feet high. This temple is one 
of the earliest Gupta temples, 
and besides its age, the disposi¬ 
tion of its parts, its terraces on 
terraces, its quaint pillars, pilas¬ 
ters, and niches, and the charm¬ 
ing variety in its ornamentation, 
render it by far the most interest¬ 
ing and unique tern pie in Bih&r. 
If hut one monument were to 
be conserved in Bih&r at a mo¬ 
derate cost, Mr. Beglar would 
fix on this one. Archseologically, 
it is of great interest as a Hindu 
relic of a period of which Brah- 
manieal remains are few. Archi¬ 
tecturally, it is second in im¬ 
portance only to the Buddha- 
Gay& temple. Mr. Beglar 
most strongly recommends its 
thorough excavation and con 
servation. But tho utmost care 
is necessary; the loss of its de¬ 
tails would be irreparable and 
unreplaceable. If therefore ex¬ 
perienced supervision cannot 


ii£ 


Some of the sculptures were re¬ 
moved to Bihar, whenoe Babu 
Puma Ohander Mukherji 
has brought them to the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
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No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


77 


78 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Gay& 


Do. 


Kawa Kol Hills 


Fort 


rums 


Jdru 


Bums of 
mosque. 


Some six miles west of Kawa Zol are the mins of a 
fort and of some temples; the fort does not appear 
very ancient, hut is nevertheless deserving of notice, 
and perhaps am order from the civil officer in charge 
of the district would prevent its bricks being 
carried off. 

The river Niranjana or rather, Phalgu, divides into 
two branches a little way above the Nagarjuna Hills. 
One branoh passes close to the hills to the east, the 
other runs further eastwards, and again divides into 
two, of which the western branoh runs a short way 
and is lost, and the eastern branch runs past Islam- 
pur. Of these three, branches, of the Niranjana 
the westermost one is the main river; the others 
are dry, except in the rains. Immediately at the 
angle of the first fork are the ruins of a masj id. 
This ma&jid is built of brick and mortar. Stone! 
is also used, but the stone is evidently taken from 
some Hindu structure. It was once a fine masjid. 
It stands at one end of a courtyard which was once 
surrounded by cloisters, the cells having each a 
small domed roof. The masjid itself is roofed 
by numerous small domes. Vaults exist under¬ 
neath. The entrance to the courtyard is through 
a small chamber with narrow doorways. It is j 
remarkable that old masjids in this district, of 
which the courtyards and outer entrances still exist, 
have all small narrow entrances, extremely unlike 
the superb entrances to the masjids in Delhi and 
Jaunporo. The masjid is ascribed, but only ou 
tradition, to Sher Shah's time, and the style of the 
building bears out this tradition, or tends rather 
to asoribe it to a higher antiquity. The traditional 
account of its age seems probable, for, though the 
sinall domes point to a period anterior to Sher 
Shah, the fine lime enammelling used and still to 
bo found in small patches indicates a later period. 
Colour and inscriptions were liberally used, but 
the inscriptions are all too far broken to be intelli¬ 
gible, and most of the coloured work has peeled 
away. It is deserted now, but is still visited on 
particular festivals. 

Close to and behind the masjid is the village of Jam, 
and behind the village is a chain of rugged hills, 
at the foot of whioh are occasionally to be seen 
dressed stones and other remnants of old Hindu 
work. On the summit of the highest peak, which 
is crowned by a picturesque clump of trees (the 
rest of the hill being quite bare), is a large lingam, 
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Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 



Remarks. 


In the custody of local zamin- 
dars. 


In possession of 
homed Hussain. 


Sayyid Ma- 


be got, it had better be left 
alone. 

Rs. 

Cost of excavation ... 500 

Conservation ... 2,500 

Sculpture... ... 50 

Photograph and drawing 100 

In ruins 


ii* 


In ruins. The masjid could be 
preserved, but there is nothing 
of archaeological interest about 
it which would justify the oost 
of repairs. Plans, drawings, and 
photographs, after clearing the 
ground, are all that are 
needed. On the hill behind 
is a famous shrine known as 
Harihar Nath, and at the foot 
of the hill are some uncared- 
for Hindu sculptures and 
remains. Drawings and photo¬ 
graphs, and clearings, Rs. 50. 


iii 


See page 44 of Yol. YIII of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Gayd 


MirApur NAdera 


Tomb of 8yad 
Ahmad Shah. 


Do. 


Mandaur 


Fort 


known as Harihar Ndth MahAdevft. The story 
goes that pilgrims who, on their journey to it do 
not speak at all, can encircle the lingam completely 
with their arms and hands. The place is visited 
by numerous pilgrims, and without doubt was at 
one time a notable place of Hindu worship. 

A few miles south of the fork, on the east side of the 
Niranjana or Phalgu river, stands a group of bare 
rocky hills crowned by the dargah of a Muhamadan 
saint. It is otherwise devoid of interest. 

About seven miles due east of the fork of the Phalgu 
at Jdru, at a village called Mirapur Nad era, are the 
ruins of Hindu temples converted or rather used 
up into niasjids. The chief object of interest there 
is an old dargah, about half’ a mile east of the 
village. The dargA is asoribed to Syad Ahmad 
Shah, locally a very famous saint. In the darga 
is a tree to which females for miles round come to 
tie cf/illaa with the object of obtaining ohildren. 
The chi//a consists of a small piece of the dress of 
the wearer, whioh must he torn and tied to one of 
the branches of the tree. The woman tying the 
chilla must visit the spot quite alone and at night. 
The practice is common all over the Patna and 
Gaya districts, and so numerous are the holy spots 
which, when visited at night alone by females to 
tie chillas, are considered efficaoious in procuring 
children, that one can hardly travel 15 miles in 
any direction without coming on one of them. 
Built into the dargah, among other Hindu materi¬ 
als, is a fine soulptured gargoyle serving as a drain 
outlet. 

At the back of the village itself is a stone colonnade, 
the remains of a masjid consisting of three rows of 
pillars, six in each row, thus giving five openings. 
The pillars are plain; the building is now open 
on all sides, but there is no doubt of the existence 
once of the usual back wall with mehrab, making 
it a Muhammadan masjid. The roof consists of 
stone slabs, over whioh is laid a layer of bricks. 
The material of the pillars and slabs is granite; 
the bricks are of large size, over 12" long. The 
building stands on a mound, the length being north 
and south. At the south end a sculptured gargoyle 
representing a hooded snake forming a canopy over 
a human figure shows that the original building 
whose materials were used to construct the masjid 
was Buddhist. The ■ floor of the building is now 
out of repair. 

No traditions beyond this that it is assigned to the 
Kol ItajAs. 



































DISTRICT— continued. 



Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

a 

9 

Unknown 

In ruins. Nothing appears to 
be needed here beyond pre¬ 
venting the carrying off of 
the existing pillars and roof¬ 
ing slabs. 

ii b 

See page 45 of VoL VIII of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

In the custody of local zamin- 
dars. 

In ruins. The'ruins here, six- 
miles north of Gaya on the 
Phalgu river, consist of a 
temple of which some pillars 
are yet standing, and some very 
fine pieces of sculpture. The 
pillars and architraves are in 

ii6 

There are photos of an old 
temple and of the general 
ruins in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 
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No. Distriot. Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


I 


2 


3 


4 


5 


81 Gayfi. 


Barabar Hills ... Temple of 
Siddbesvara. 


The highest peak of these hills is crowned by a tem¬ 
ple of great antiquity, saored to Siddbesvara, which 


contains a linga, said to have been plaoed there by 
B&n Rlija, the Asur King of DimVjpur, and the 
father-in-law of Jarasandha, whose bloody wars 
with Krishna, still live in the traditions of the 
people. 


To the south, and near the foot of this hill, the path 
up which is freely adorned by images of all kinds, 
lies a small valley enolosed on two sides by the 
mountains, on the third hy an artificial barrier of 
stone, and on the fourth by a long low ridge of 
granite. Here, in the solid rook have been cut the 
remarkable caves, which have given the name of 
Satghar to the glen. Pour out of these seven 
extraordinary oaves average 32 feet hy 14, and 
three out of the four, named the Karan Chaupar 
cave, the Sudani a cave and the Lomas Risbi oave, 
are chiselled to a wonderful polish. The fourth, 
the Visvd Mitra or Yisva Jhopi cave, is still un¬ 
finished. Inscriptions in the Pali character fix with 
certainty the date of the excavation of these caves. 
The oldest was dug in 252 B.O. and the latest in 
214 B.C., so that they have been in existence for 
more than 2,000 years. Not far off is the saored 
spring called the Pdt^lgafiga, and in another spur of 
the hill, ^ known as N&garjuni, are the throe other 
caves which complete the Satghar or ‘seven oaves/ 
The largest, the Gopi cave, contains a small sunken 
tablet containing a short inscription in the ancient 
Pfili character of Anoka’s edicts. The other two caves 
are called the V6piya (or well) cave, and the Vada- 
thi cave. These three caves were exoavated by Da$a- 
ratha the beloved of the Devas, on his accession to 
the throne, about 121 B.O. 


82 Do. 


Ditto 


Karan Chaupar T' ’ 
cave. 



The sides of the cave are 6 feet 1\ inches high, 
and the vaulted roof has a rise of 4 feet 8 inches, 
maling the total height 10 feet 9 inches. On the 
outside of the doorway there is an inscription in 






























DISTRICT—-cottifin ued. 


( 317 ) 


<SL 


Custody or present use. 


In the custody of local zamin- 

dans. 


Ditto 


ditto 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


a dangerous state, and some¬ 
thing ought to be done to 
prevent a collapse and the des¬ 
truction of what exists. Ex¬ 
cavation would also bring to 
light a fine flight of steps and 
the buried parts of the temple, 
Some of the sculptures are ex* 
oellent and deserve preservation. 

Es 

Cost of conservation and 150 

excavation. 

Conserving sculptures, 25 

carriage, &o. 

In good order 


Good. Nothing need be done; 
but unexplored mounds also 
exist which, if Government 
desire, may be explored at a 
little cost. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


iii 


See pages 44 to 48 of Yol. I of the 
Archaeological Survey Reports 
Also pages 58-9 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Gaya district. 
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No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


83 


Gaya 


84 


Barabar Hills 


Do. 


Ditto 


85 


86 


Do. 


Do. 


Ditto 


Nag&rjufli Hills 


Lomas Rishi 
cave. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Sudama cave...' 


Visva Jhopi 
cave. 


Gopicave 


ancient Pdli, recording the excavation of the 
oave in the 19th year of the reign of Raja Fiya- 
dasi, that is. of Asoka himself. The cave therefore 
dates as far back as 245 B.O. To the east of the 
doorway the rock lias been cut; away, and several 
rude sculptures have been executed on the scarped 
face, representing a linga and two rude Brahmain- 
cal figures. 

This is similar to the Sud4ma cave, both in size and 
arrangements, but the roof is unfinished, while the 
walls and roof of the Sudama oave are highly 
polished. The doorways of both caves are of the 
Egyptian form, hut the porch of the Lomas Rishi 
cave has been enlarged and ornamented, and repre¬ 
sents the gable end of a thatched house with a 
frieze of elephants surrounding the doorway. It 
is executed in a most artistic manner. Indeed the 
drawing of the elephants contrasts favourably with 
the popular modern representatations of this ani¬ 
mal. General Cunningham is of opinion that this 
porch was executed at a later period than the cave 
itself There is an inscription in the poroh over 
the doorway of the third or fourth century of the 
Christian era. It is noteworthy that among the 
carvings found on the bosses of the pillars of 
Asoka’s railing at Buddha-Gaya there is a similar 
representation of the gable end of a thatched house 
forming the doorway of a cave. 

The Sudama and Lomas Rishi caves are cut in the 
western face of the rook, the Sudama to the north 
and the Lomai Rishi to the south. The Sudama 
cave, which has a plain doorway, has an inscription 
in the ancient character of Asoka’s pillars out in 
the side of the doorway. It records the excavation 
of the cave in the twelfth year of the reign of 
Raja Piyadasi, that is, of Asolia himself. The cave 
therefore dates as far hack as 252 B.O. It consists 
of two rooms, a circular one of 19 feet 11 inohes 
in diameter, and an outer ono 32 feet 9 inches 
in length by 19 feet 6 inches in breadth; 
the walls are 6 feet 9 inohes in height from the 
vaulted roof, whioh. has a rise of 5 feet 6 inches, 
making tke total height of tlie chamber 12 foot 
8 inches. 

The cave faces the south and has an antechamber, 
the ceiling of whioh is flat and smooth, but the 
cell is not finished. It has a Pali inscription of 
four lines on the right wall of the antecham¬ 
ber. It records the dedication of the cave in the 
12th year of his reign by Raja Piyadasi. 
(A6oka), i.e., in 252 B.O. 

This is situated in the group of hills called N&g&r- 
juni. near the Phalgu river, and is about half a 
mile to the east of the Barabar group. It is the 











































DIST RIOT— continued. 





Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In the custody of local zamin- 
dars. 

Good 

ii§ 

See pages 49-53 of VoL I of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. Por Map, see Plate 
X VIII, for plans see Plate 
XIX and for inscription, see 
Plate XX of the same vol¬ 
ume. 

See also pages 103 to 105 of 
Vol. I of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 

There are photos, of the Lomas 
Iiislii and another cave in 
the Indian Musuera, Cal¬ 
cutta. 

Ditto ditto 

Dq« im ,,, 

ii6 


♦ * 


... 


Ditto ditto ... ; 

Fair. All that is necessary here 
is to prevent the appropriation of 
the caves by fakirs and jogis, 

iiJ 

i 

See pages 100-103 of VoL I 
Martin’s Eastern India. 
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Looality. 

3 

Name of 
nonument. 

History or tradition r 

egarding the monument. 


3 

4 


5 



N&garjuni Hills 


Ditto 


Kdwd Dol Hill 


Y a d athi-ka- 
Kubha, (ox 
the cave of 
the divided 
rook.) 


V&piya-ka- 
Kubha, (or 
the well cave.) 


Euins of temple 


largest cave out in the southern faee of the reeky 
ridge, and is approaohed from below by a flight of 
rude stone steps. The height of the oave doorway 
above the level oithe plains is about 50 feet. The 
cave itself measures 46 feet 5 inches long by 19 feet 
2 inches broad, both ends being semi-ciroular, and 
in the inscription on the doorway in the ancient 
character of Anoka’s edicts, the cave is called the 
u Gopi’s ” oave, and is said to have been executed 
by Dasaratha on his accession to the throne. Das-* 
aratha, according to the Yishnu Parana, was the 
grandson of Asoka; and as the son of Asfoka, 
Sayasus, only reigned eight years, the accession of 
Das'aratha must have taken place in 214 B.O. 
There are two inscriptions in later Gupta on the 
left jamb of the door opening. 

The other two caves in the Nagarjuni group are 
situated on the northern side, and on the southern 
face of a rocky ridge, running parallel with the 
N3g&rjuni Hills, one to the west and the other to 
the east. 

The western cave is nearly hidden in a recess, and 
has its entrance facing the east. The cave itself 
is 16 feet 4 inches by 4 feet 3 inches, and there is 
a rude brick wall running across it, dividing it into 
two rooms, which has been done by some late 
occupant, said to have been a Mussulman fakir. 
There is an inscription in ancient P&li, in which 
the cave is called Vadathi-ka-Kubha, the rest being 
letter for letter the same as the inscription in the 
Gopi cave ; the date is therefore the same. 

The eastern cave has a small porch 6 feet long by 
5\ feet broad, and the doorway is Egyptian, like 
ell the doors of these caves. The cave itself is 11 1 
feet by 16 f feet long; the roof is vaulted, 10| feet 
in total height. There is an inscription on the 
porch in the ancient character of Asoka’s edicts, in 
which the cave is called Yfipiya-ka-Kubha, or the 
well cave. The inscription is word for word the 
same as that on the Gopi cave, so that the date is 1 
the same, 214 B.O. In front of the cave there is a 
large well 9 feet in diameter. 

About a mile west of the Barabar Hills is an 
isolated peak called K&wa Dol. This hill is quite 
inaccessible as it is formed entirely of huge masses of 
granite piled precipitously above one another and 
downed with a single lofty block that frowns grandly 
over the plains below. It is said that this pinnacle 
was formerly topped by another block, which was so 
nicely balanced that it used to rock even when a crow 
alighted upon it. Hence it is called “ Kdw& Dol,” 
or the “ crowds swing.” There are many, but no 
very interesting rock sculptures, and there is a fine 
temple at foot of which ruins exist and deserve 
preservation. This temple has been identified with 
the monastery of SiU Bhadra. 






























DISTRICT— continued. 





Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remakes. 

6 

7 

8 


9 


who build rude walls and 
deny access to visitors; the 
caves are beautifully polished 
and inscribed. In the hills 
across the river are some 
caves and rook sculptures, and 
at their foot in the village the 
ruins of a fine temple. The 
sanotum is yet intact as well as 
the Mahamandapa. This is 
well worth clearing out. Cost 
of clearing out the temple 
Rs. 50. 


See pages 49 to 53 of Yob I of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

In the custody of local zamin- 
dars. 

Fair ... 

f 

\ib 


* 

Ditto 

Do. 

ii6 



Ditto 

Neglected. There are the ruins 
of a large temple at the foot 
of the hill, and perhaps the 
largest statue of Buddha, in 
excellent order is yet seated in 
the ruins of the temple, 
wherein it was originally 
enshrined. The rooks round 
the foot of the hill are also 
in many places covered with 
sculptures. A few rupees 
would clear out the temple 
and pay for the renewal of the 
walls of the sanotum, which 

ii6 

1 

For specimen of rock sculpture, 
see Plate XI of Yol. I of Mar- 
tin’sEo-Btern India, and for draw¬ 
ing of the Buddha, see Plato 
XIY, fig 5 of the same volume. 
Also pages 46-49 of Vol. XVI 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports and for view of hill, 
see Plate XIV and for rook 
sculptures, see Plate XY ol 
the same volume. 

There are 3 photos of the bill, 
rock sculptures and the an¬ 
cient monastery in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 
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5 











80 


Gaya 


Dharawat 


91 


92 


Do. 


Do. 


Ongari 


Kemains of 
monasteries. 


Chandokhartal 

tank. 


Daptku 


Suraj Pokhar 
Tank. 


Temples 

Surja 

Krishna. 


of 

and 


Dharawat lies immediately to the north of the Bara- 
bar Hills, about If miles distant. There are large 
and extensive mounds in and around the present 
village, and a tank, called Chandokhartal, 
which is some 2,000 feet long by 800 feet 
wide, evidently as old as the Buddhist monas¬ 
teries which existed here. On the banks of the 
tank there is a little temple, near whioh there is a 
fine standing figure of the famous Bodhisatwa 
Avalokitesvara, the Padma Puni of the Tibetans, 
who is always represented with a lotus in his hand. 
Between the southern hill and the tank are remains 
of monasteries and a large Padma P&ni in situ. 


In the village of Ongari, there is a splendid tank 
called the Siiraj Pokhar. To the north of it there 
is a temple containing an image of Surjya, and a 
pit of broken. Buddhist figures. Under' a heap of 
bricks and rubbish, two idols of great beauty and 
differing essentially in design from those generally 
found were picked out. 


Dapthu seems to have heen the site of a large religious 
community, and the remains are extensive. There 
are two temples partly standing. They seem to 
have had a pillared portioo in front, whioh has 
since been built up with brick. The door of the 
shrine in the southern temple is very fine. Out- 
Bide there is a curious group of a prince on horse- 
baok with the same attendants, &o., such as there 
is also at Konoh, only differently arranged. These 
two temples are respectively dedicated to Sfirja 
and Krishna (Vishnu), the former containing a 
number of images. The former is built of very 
fine carved brioks set in beautiful designs. 
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DISTEICT-coMtow^i 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Ebmaeks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 



In the custody of the local 
zamindars. 


Unknown 


might he rebuilt to the height 
of a few feet with rough 
boulders and mud and roofed 
to save the statue from the 
weather. Cost of clearing and 
conservation, Es. 75. 

Mounds of ruins. Few places in 
the Q-aya district promise more 
than Pharawat, which has been 
identified with the Gunamafci 
monastery mentioned by Iliuen 
Tsiang. Detached and des¬ 
tructive excavations for brick 
and for road metal have been 
made here, and these have 
yielded some very fine, pieces 
of sculpture of a large size and 
in excellent order. Coins also 
are said to have been found, and 
General Cunningham in a short 
visit succeeded in obtaining 
some interesting seals. Exca¬ 
vations and the conveyance and 
safe custody of the sculptures are 
strongly recommended, but it is 
absolutely essential that the 
excavations be made under com¬ 
petent guidance if they are not 
to be barbarously destructive 
as those for road metal and 
bricks have been. 

In ruins. This place is reported 
to contain an inscribed slab, 
though Mr. Beglar could not 
find it. If search should dis¬ 
close the slab, it would, he 
states, be a valuable addition 
to our present scanty know¬ 
ledge of the ancient history of 
Bih&r, as it would be a totally 
new inscription. Under the cir¬ 
cumstances it should be look¬ 
ed for, and Es. 10 might be 
spent to stimulate the search. 

The Krishna temple is standing 
but in precarious state. 

The tower of the Siirja temple 
has fallen down. 


iii 


in 


See page 253 of Mr. Broad- 
ley’s article in the Journal 
of the Asiatic Society for 
1872, Part I. 


See pages 97-100 and Plate 
XVI of Vol. I of Martin's 
Eastern India, as also Mr. 
Broadley's paper in the Jour¬ 
nal of the Asiatic Society for 
1872. 
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District* 

Locality, 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

» 

1 

2 

3 ' 

4 

5 

93 

Gayd 

Lat •»• 

Pillar 

The place is a few miles south-west of Isldmpur, 
and contains one of the monoliths which were 
usually set up by As oka, and by the Guptas 
between B.O. 250 to A.D. 300. This extraordinary 
monolith in the open fields consists of a granite 
column 53| feet in length averaging three feet 
in diameter. The capital and pedestal are quad¬ 
rangular; the former is 86 inches long and 36 
in diameter, while the base is 70 inches long and 
40 in diameter. The shaft has 16 plain sides; 
at 38§ inohes above the pedestal it contracts its 
diameter suddenly by about three inohes. This 
immense column is lying horizontally on the ground 
pointing north and south. About half of it is below 
the surface of the field. 

94 

Do. 

i 

Hasanpur Kako 

: % 

V " . \ ' ’ ; 4 ' , • 

Tomb 

1 

1 

Hasanpur Kako is a largish,straggling village situat¬ 
ed on a high mound hear a large lake, into which 
a branch of the Jamund empties itself. The prin¬ 
cipal remains of interest here are a dargah and 
some statues. 

The dargd is an unpretending brick building in 
a state of decay situated on a high raised mound on 
the banks of the tank or lake. There is an outer 
courtyard where numerous slabs of stone, rough 
and unsculptured, lie about. These are evidently 
taken from some Hindu shrines. The outer court¬ 
yard gives admission through a large gateway to 
a crooked passage, and thence' into an inner court¬ 
yard, whence a third doorway gives entrance into 
the innermost courtyard in front of the dargah 
itself. Into this sacred court outsiders are not 
permitted to enter. The seoortd outer gatoway is 
battlemented, and has a long inscription in Persian 
or Arabic in five compartments, the inscription is 
cut in brick, and has suffered greatly from the 
weather. At one corner of the inner enclosure to 
which this gate gives admission is a tower similar 
to the towers in the Begampur rnasjid in Patnd, 
and it might be inferred that the other corners, or at 
least one other corresponding corner, had a corres¬ 
ponding tower; the enclosure walls have, however, 
notwithstanding extensive repairs, become greatly 
dilapidated. In the innor courtyard is an inscrip¬ 
tion on a long trapezoidal piece of bluish black 
stone. The inscription is in four compartments of 
three lines eaoh, and one long line running the 
■whole length. The stone on which the inscription 
exists has split down the middle longitudinally. 
When Mr. Beglarsaw it it was thickly covered 
with a most tenacious coat of dirt, consisting of 
indurated layers of milk, ghee, curds, and lamp¬ 
black, the offerings of pious pilgrims. Mr. Beglar 
was allowed to clean it, but not without sundry 
warnings of the risk lie ran of incurring the 
displeasure of the saint. 

The dargah contains the tomb of a local saint who, 
tradition says, came from Delhi and settled down 
here for a long time. At last he determined to 








































Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Kemarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Not in the special custody of 
any one. 

The monolith ought to be dug 
out and set up to prevent its 
conversion into road rollers 
and sugar mills, the usual fate 
of such monoliths when not 
looked after. 

iia 

See pp-ges 99-100 of Vol, I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

See page 39 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Gaya 
District. 

IChadims »•* 

Fair 

1 

See pages 64-65 of Vol. VIU 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Eeports. 

























(2) GAY A 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 





return to his native country, hut did not intend 
to take his wife with him; he set out and walked 
a good distance, till overtaken by night, when he 
slept, hut in the morning he found himself back 
at his house. Again he set out, only to find him¬ 
self back at his house next morning. A third time 
he tried to leave, with the same result. He then 
gave the attempt and settled down here permanent* 
ly with his wife, the efficacy of whose prayers had 
worked the miracles. She is said to have been so 
saintly that the water used by her for her ablutions 
would cure any disease. 

Outside the darga, to the east of it, on a mound under 
a bat tree, is a large collection of statues in various 
stages of mutilation ; they are mostly of no very 
ancient date, to judge from the execution. Among 
the fragments are those of Ganega, Lakshmf, 
several lingams, a badly executed slab representing 
the Nava-graha, Hara Gauri, &c. 

95 

Qay& 

Ghenjan 

Statue of Bud¬ 
dha. 

About a mile-and-a-half from Kispa, to the north-east, 
there is a village called Ghenjan, on the top of a 
large mound. Here there is a very fine statue of 
Buddha, the ascetic, with representations of the 
birth, teaching, and death or Nirv&na of Sakya 
Simha in small figures surrounding it. This is one 
of the best executed sculptures in the district, and 
although much mutilated and broken, is of con¬ 
siderable interest. 

96 

Do. 

Pai BigM 

Temple ruins 

Pai Bighd is a considerable village on the I)ardh& 
river dose to the point where it Separates from the 
Murhar, and about two miles to the south-east of 
Ghenjan; there are several square granite pillars 
roughly dressed. One was clearly a pilaster. The 
temples they belonged to must have been S'aivie, 
as they are all marked with a deeply cut trisul. 
They are now set upright in front of the village. 
Besides these there are some remains of statues. 

97 

Do. 

Kispa 

Statue of $4- 
kya Simha. 

Kispa is about six miles from Ner towards the west. 
There are large mounds, and a very fine standing 
statue of Sakya Simha as a teacher, with the Bud¬ 
dhist creed in an inscription round the head. Near 
the above there is a large four-armed figure sitting 
on the shoulders of another squatting figure. This 
figure is quite unique. Being the only specimen 
of the kind to be found in the district, it is not 
known to what it refers. There is also a curious 
sculptured block, but it is difficult to make out to 
what it belonged. 

- —., , ---- 


















DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remabks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Not in special possession of any¬ 
body. 

/ 

There are extensive mounds in 
this village, which may yield 
most interesting results. The 
sculptures already above ground 
are /in excellent order, and 
des^fve to be cared for. They 
are Buddhist and of a large 
size. Trial trenches would, if 
judiciously lined out, disclose a 
/great deal. It is proposed to 
/ expend a small sum for excava¬ 
tion and for removal of sculp¬ 
tures. ^ * 

Excavation Its. 150; removal 
of sculptures Es. 50. 

ii 

There is a photo, of this statue 
in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 

f : ifakWitfytor ;■ i ■" ,V I 1 , , •/■:' ■ ■' . i" ; V ■ 
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In possession of local B&hmans 

In ruins ... 

i b 

See page 64 of Yol. VIII of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

In the custody of local Br&h- 
mans. 

Some of the sculptures in excellent 
order. The ruins consist mainly 
of sculptures and mounds. 
There is a profusion of excel¬ 
lent sculptures (Buddhist mostly) 
which deserve attention and 
preservation, more especially 
as the greater number are lying 
or standing in and about the 
village neglected and probably 

ii a 
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(2) GAYA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


98 


99 


100 


101 


Gay& 


Do. 


Ner 


Bela. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


P61i, (on the ro&d 
from Gay6 to 
Daudnagar.) 


Temple 


Temple 

Kali. 


of 


Statue of K&li 


Remains 

temples. 


of 


Ner is on the Patnd-Gaya road, west from Dhn- 
rawat, and about twenty miles from Gaya. There 
is a pillared temple close to the road, very much in 
the same style as the temple at Punawd. It consists 
of three rows of monolithic pillars, ten in eaoh row. 
Fronting the temple there is a further row of four 
pillars. The temple or shrine behind consists of 
brick and mud cement, hut very little of it is now 
standing. The superstructure is entirely gone, and 
none of the temples of this form are sufficiently 
complete to allow of a conjecture as to their origin¬ 
al form. The roof of the portico and of the shrine 
is composed of large granite slabs. Alinga occupies 
the shrine, and there is a mutilated figure of Ganesa 
lying outside. Judging by (he size of the mound 
and the part of the shrine remaining, the temple 
must have been a lofty one. The bricks are large 
and well made, although inferior in this respect to 
those used in the construction of the Buddha-Gaya 
temple. It is probable that the temple dates from 
about 700 A.D. 

Near BeM are several remains, about a mile and a 
half east of the inspection bungalow. These consist 
of various statues, mostly Br&hmanioal, hut some 
Buddhist also; and of a lingam and argha, which 
are fabled to have resisted all attempts at dielodg- 
ment for conveyance elsewhere. A fragment of 
a halo round the head of a Buddha with the begin¬ 
ning of the Buddhist creed was found in one of the 
recently set up earthen lingams. In the vicinity 
are other temples, none of any antiquity, and 
containing nothing of interest. One temple con¬ 
tains a statue of the skeleton goddess. Kali in black 
stone. 


A very ancient image of Kdli which tradition relates 
to have been set up 5,500 years ago by Usha, 
daughter of KajaBaiidsur, who married a grandson 
of Krishna. 


Four miles east of Konch, on the same road, there 
is a village called P61i, where there must have 
been some large temples, only a few pillars of 
which are now standing. They must have been of 
the same style as those at Nor and Pun&w&. There 
was a sculptured doorway closely resembling that 
at Punawa which has been removed to Gaya. 

























DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 


ownerless. A few tentative ex¬ 
ploring trenches may also he 
dug with great advantage in 
judiciously chosen directions. 
It is one of the most promising 
places for exploration. Explo¬ 
ration Es. 250; collection and 
oarriage of sculptures Es. 100. 



Not in special custody of any 
one. 

In ruins. The sanctum still exists, 
though the tower fell in long 
ago, and most of the pillars 
and portion of roof are stand¬ 
ing. The temple is used as a 
cattle-pen and for storing and 
drying cow-cakes by the poor of 
the village. It is proposed to 
clear it out and to prevent the 
plastering of its pillars, floor, 
and walls with cow-cakes and 
its use as a cattle-pen in future. 
Cost Es. 30. 

iii 

mrnmmm .. ■■ v-itt 

In the custody of local zamin- 
dars- 

In ruins 

iii 

See page 65 of Vol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

...... 

.. . .. If t ' 

Fair. 



Not in special custody of any 
one. 

This place contains the ruins of 
numerous temples scattered be¬ 
tween it and XJtrain, the neigh¬ 
bouring village. Nothing can 
be done to preserve the ruins of 
the temples, but some of the 
sculptures are in excellent order 

iii 
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DISTEICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 


6 

7 

8 

9 

In the custody of local Br&hmans 

and well worthy of preservation. 
To extricate them, and to search 
for others in the mounds of such 
temples as are likely to contain 
them, lis. 150 is not considered 
too much 

Partly dilapidated 

ib 

1 

See pages 66-68 of Yol. I of 
Martin's Eastern India, where 
there are sketches of the 
temple and of four figures. 

See also pages 52-59 of Vol. 
XVI and Plates XYI, XYII 
and XVIII of the same 
volume of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. 

Also page 55 of Hunter's Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Gaya 
district. 

There is a photo, of the temple 
in the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta. 
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(2) GAYA 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Temple 


Bemains 

Temple. 


of 


Tomb of SMm- 
sher Khan. 


About eight miles west of Konch, near the village of 
Sihari, there is a beautifully built small stone 
temple on the road-side. It is constr ucted entirely 
of Chunar stone, and was completed at Ohunar 
and sent down ready for ereotion. 


This place is about 25 miles to the north-west of Gay4, 
and about 10 miles inland from the Son. It 
stands on the bank of what appears to have been 
the ancient bed of the Son. It must have 
been in early days a place of considerable impor¬ 
tance. It has a Br&hmanist temple, and a linga 
has been placed in the shrine. A fair is held here 
in the month of Phalgun, when great numbers of 
pilgrims assemble to bathe in the tank. The original 
temple must have been a large one, judging by the 
mass of brick rubbish in which the shrine is sunk. 
The shrine is now surmounted by a rude dome, but 
the lower part is still intact. This place was once 
the residence of the well-known Visv&mitra $ishi, 
the contemporary of Eama, and who is mentioned 
in the Yedas. Jlis hermitage, which dated from 
1400 B.C., or thereabouts, has long einoe dis¬ 
appeared, but the sanctity of the place down to 
the present day is attested by one temple still 
standing at the village of Devakunda, where an 
annual fair is held and by several mounds, ruins of 
other temples. 


This town was founded by ShdiBsher Khfo, a 
descendant of J)aud Kirin. The tomb stands in a 
large square field now cultivated with sugarcane. 
This was surrounded by a brick-wall, now in¬ 
complete. In the centre of the west side of the 
wall there is a brick gateway. The tomb itself 
is built entirely of brick-work, plastered over. It 
stands on a platform about 5 feet high. The 
central portion is roofed with a dome, which is in 
good order. The walls supporting the dome have 
a small archway in the centre of each side: the 
walls are cracked through each arch, but not seri¬ 
ously. The interior is about 18 feet square and 
the walls about 4 feet thick. Exact measurements 
have not been taken. Under the dome is the tomb 
of Slrimsher Khan in the centre, and that of his 
wife to the east of his. 

The space between the walls of the dome and the 
exterior walls was originally roofed with flat brick 
vaulting, but this has all fallen down and now lies 
in large confused fragments on the floor. On the 
east side, the exterior walls have also fallen; it is 
said that they wore struck by lightning, but this 
seems improbable, as the dome has escaped. There 
were originally four chatris at the four comers of the 
exterior walls and four at the corners of the walls 
of the dome, but one of the former set of ehatris and 






















DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


In the custody of local zamin- 
dars. 


The mahant of Devakunda ... 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


In good preservation 


In the possession of local zamin- 
dars. 


In ruins, hut kept from utterly 
collapsing by occasional barbar¬ 
ous repairs. The existing temple 
probably dates from the seventh 
century, and is worth preserv¬ 
ing at a moderate cost. Photo¬ 
graphs and drawings are needed 
to record interesting features. 
Five hundred rupees might he 
spent in conservation and 
exploration, and seventy-five 
rupees in drawings and photo¬ 
graphs. The site is one of the 
most ancient which have been 
identified in the Patn.4 Division. 


Is being maintained in its present 
condition and kept clear of 
jungle. 


iii 


iib 


See page 62 of Yol. VIII of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 


iii 
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(2) GAY A 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


106 


Gay 4 


107 


108 


Daudnagar 


Do. 


Do. 


Manda Hills 


Tomb of Ah¬ 
mad KMn. 


Bhuraha 


Enins 

pies. 


of tem* 


Hotsprings 


Caravanserai,,. 


two of the latter have fallen. Bushes and young 
trees are growing on the platform. The central 
dome and its walls are the only portion which are 
at present in good condition. These could be 
preserved at a very moderate cost. Indeed, 
nothing is necessary beyond seeing that no pipal 
trees or other plants obtain a foothold in the 
masonry. 

The tomb is a handsome structure, though an ordi¬ 
nary observer may see nothing very remarkable in 
its architecture. 


Daudnagar is a considerable town on the banks of 
the Son, 44 miles to the west of Ga yL The town, 
which is comparatively modem, was founded by 
Daud Khan, a. P&than resaldar of Aurangzebe, 
who signalised himself by his bravery. As a 
reward for the conquest of Palamau, he was 
given jagirs in [this neighbourhood, and his 
descendants still reside here in receipt of a pension. 
Daud Iihan died about 200 years ago. He ereoted 
a fortified sarai to protect travellers from robbery 
on the road along the banks of the Son to Patna. 
The entrance is guarded by a moat, and till a few 
years ago had gates, which were regularly shut 
every night. The town possesses a Muhammadan 
tomb of no interest or great antiquity. Its trade 
was once very considerable, but the opening of 
the Sone Canal, and the through steamer traffic, 
is ruining it. In Dr. Buchanan-IIamiltoMs time 
there was a cloth factory dependent on the commer¬ 
cial resident at Patna, and also a factory of the 
Opium Agent at that city. The latter still exists. 
The cloth factory has been abolished, but the 
manufacture of cloth is continued. Coarse carpets 
and blankets are also manufactured. The ruined 
mosque and sarai to the west of the town contain 
fine examples of Musalman architecture. A short 
way out of the town is Ahmadganj, which was 
founded by Ahmnd Khan, grandson of Daud 
Kh&n, and contains his tomb. 


The quantities of pottery and bricks, scattered for a 
great distance round the small cluster of Mils 
called Manda, show that it was the site of a large 
town. On the rocks there have been Buddha and 
Sftva temples, of which traces only are left. Under 
a tree are heaped up fragments of idols of all ages, 
amongst them two small figures of sows with seven 
sucking pigs on their hind legs. 


Two miles to the east of the Manda hills is a place 
called Bhuraha. Here are several sites where there 
have been ehaityas, and a large vih&ra. At a 
hollow spot beside a nala where there are hot 
springs of what would seem to be mineral waters, 































DISTRICT—continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remakes. 

6 

7 

8 

. , < • ■ 

9 

ft;*?- ^, v'iv'S 

Tho sarai is now used as a 
dwelling-place by the des¬ 
cendants of Daud Khan. 

This tomb is in fair order and 
not very old. There are several 
cracks in the arches, which 
can now be repaired at small 
cost. As it is a fine building 
and will not cost much to con¬ 
serve, it would be unwise to 
let it go to ruin. Conserva¬ 
tion Es. 250. 

iii 

See page 107 of Vol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

Also pages 48-49 of Grier¬ 
son’s hook on the Gay& 
district. 

In the custody of local Brah¬ 
mins. 

In ruins 

ib 

See the article by Captain 
Kittoe, on page 277 of the 
Journal of the Asiatio Society 
for March 1847. 

Not in special custody of any¬ 
body. 

Ditto 

1 

i : : K : V :;L- V : : 

iii 

See the article hy Captain 
Kittoe, on page 277 of the 
Journal of the Asiatic Society 
for March 1847. 

1 


































(2) GAYA 


District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

2 

3 

4 

Gay& 

Murhut 

Enins of mo¬ 
nasteries. 

Do. 

Gunariya 

Statue of Bud¬ 
dha. 

Do. 

Chillor 

Port ruins ... 

Do. 

Shaharghati. ... 

Statue 

Do. ... 

i 

Cheon 

Ruins of a 
temple. 


No. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


109 


110 


111 


112 


113 


which force their way up through the soil and 
discharge gas. The temperature of these springs is 
said to vary much as well as the volume of water 
and gas discharged. This natural peculiarity has 
no doubt always invested the place with sanctity. 


Murhut was the site of a large city and citadel, and 
no doubt of Buddhist and S'aivic monasteries. 
These were situated on the two hillocks or rooks 
by the riverside which axe covered with bricks. 


Gunariya is the site of a large town and of a 
Yihara, the name of which appears from inscrip¬ 
tions to have been formerly “ Sri Gunacharita.” 
There are numerous small Buddha and Siva idols 
collected around a very fine figure of Buddha of 
large size. On the throne of this figure is a lengthy 
inscription and there are some shorter inscriptions 
on smaller idols. There has been a fine tank to the 
north of the town and several Linga temples near it. 

One of the inscriptions is written on the lotus leaves 
of the throne of a Buddha. It seems to be what 
is termed a mantra ; and reads perhaps three 
ways. 


On the other side of the river Morhur and directly 
opposite Murhut is a high mound called Chillor, 
on which is a mud fort. This mound was the site 
of an ancient city of great extent. A quarter of a 
mile to the south are several mounds of earth and 
bricks. Two are very conspicuous. One seems to 
have been a Dagope, the other has been opened 
for the bricks and several Buddhist idols of beauti¬ 
ful workmanship found. One of S'iva is of great 
beauty, and size, and quite different from any 
other figures met with by Captain Kittoe. There 
are other mounds which it would be well worth 
while to open. 

There is a fine statue at Sbaharghati and numer¬ 
ous pillars of polished granite. Similar pillars are 
also found on the Matka Hill. The polish appears 
to indicate a very early age, probably coeval with 
the later Earabar oaves. 

Oheon is situated about ten miles to the north of 
Madanpur. Numerous isolated little hills are 
dotted over the country for some distance north 
of the Grand Trunk Eoad. Nearly all these 
hills had small structures of some kind on their 





























m$miGT~contrnued. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation, 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


dars. 


In the custody of local zamin- In ruins, but exploration is very 


Unknown 


In the custody of local zamin- 
dars. 


Ditto 


Not in particular possession of 
any one. 


desirable* 


In ruins. There are remains here 
of both Buddhist and Brahman- 
ical temples. The large vihdra, 
which has already yielded an 
inscribed statue, giving the 
anoient name of the village, S'ri 
Gunoharita, ought to be exca¬ 
vated so as to furnish a plan. 
The BiMr district contained nu¬ 
merous viharas, but of no single 
one is there a complete detailed 
plan, and some effort might bo 
made to supply the defect. 

Excavation Its. 150. 


In ruins, but exploration is very 
desirable. 


Ditto 


In ruins and not worth attention 


ii b 


in 


ii£> 


See page 277 of the Journal 
of tho Asiatic Society for 
1872, Part I. 


See page 278 of article by 
Gaptain Kittoe, in the Jour¬ 
nal of the Asiatic Society for 
March 1847. 
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(2) GAYA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


114 


GayA 


TJmga 


Cave on Pachar 
Hill 


Eemains 

temple. 


of a 


summits. To the east of the village of Cheon 
there are the ruins of a temple of considerable size 
built of square granite blocks without oement. 
Only part of the shrine and door-way remain. 
The interior of the shrine is occupied by a 
linga. There are no inscriptions; but from its 
general resemblance to the temples at Uraga, 
it may be considered as of the same date. To 
the south of this temple, and to the east of a 
little hill, there is a fine life-sized, four-armed 
statue, now much damaged with many fragments 
of others ; also several mounds and masses of 
brick rubbish on every side. About 300 yards 
to the west, on another little hill, oalled Paohar, 
there is a cave about half-way up the hill. It is a 
natural hollow, which has been built up, enclosing 
a chamber some 10 feet by 12, with a doorway 
supported on bracket pillars. Inside there is a 
figure of Buddha surrounded by a seven-headed 
snake called Langabir. There is also a figure of 
Maha May&, the mother of Buddha. A little 
platform, has been constructed in front of the 
cave, and a flight of rude steps used to lead up 
from below. The cave faces the south. 

IJmga is situated near the village of Madanpur, 
about 1J miles south of the 308th mile stone on 
the Grand Trunk Eoad. Here on a rocky spur 
of one of the highest hills a temple overlooks 
the Grand Trunk Road. It is built entirely of 
square granite blocks without cement and the 
columns in it are monoliths. The height of the 
temple from the rock to the crest is about 
60 feet, the extreme length from east to west is 
68 feet, and the breadth 53 feet. To the north 
and south there are balconies which give the 
temple a distinctive character, and mark a tran¬ 
sition from the open pillared portico whioh was 
previously the rule, as at Pun&w&, Ner, and 
P&li. The large porch in front was entirely 

enclosed, and was lighted by these side balconies. 
The interior has a very imposing appearance, and 
the monolithic pillars with bracket capitals mark a 
decided advance from the plain columns with cross 
brackets. Outside there is a large slab of black 
chlorite with a long inscription recording that the 
temple was built byBhairab Indra in Sam vat 1496, 
i<e. t A.D. 1439, on Thursday, in the light half of 
the month Vaisakh, and was dedicated to Jagannath, 
Balbhadra, and Subhadra. The shrine is, however, 
occupied by a linga. To the south of the temple 
there is a fine large tank with a flight of stone steps 
on the east side nearest the fort, part of which is 
still standing north and south of the tank. Several 
mounds indicate the position of the town. Every 
available ledge and spur on this hill seems to 
have been occupied by similar structures, and there 
are also a great number of figures and Ungas 
both on this and the adjoining hills. 
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DISTRICT— continued. 



Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 



Remarks. 


Tile R&jd of Deo and local 
Br4Wans. Not used much. 


In a good state of repair. Super¬ 
intending Engineer of the Sone 
Circle reports that it is well 
worth preserving and that a 
very small sum will suffice to 
kill any pipai trees growing on 
it. 


iib 
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( 340 ) 


No. 

Distriot. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

115 

Gaya 

Deo 

Suraj Temple 

Still higher up, and also facing the east, are the ruins 
of another temple in the same style and almost of 
the same size as the lower temple, but nearly the 
whole of the superstructure has fallen down. Near 
this second temple is a curious little altar with a 
huge boulder alongside of it. Under the boulder, 
kids and other animals are still sacrificed. On the 
path between the two temples there are several 
inscriptions cut on the face of the rook, but owing 
to the quality of the granite they are nearly illegible. 
On the hill, opposite the police outpost, there is a 
small temple and tank, whioh are of a much earlier 
date, the bricks and style resembling those at Bodh- 
Gaya. Here as at Bodh-Gaya the chamber has an 
arched roof. 

Deo is about four miles to the south-east of the 315th 
mile stone on the Grand Trunk Road, and twelve 
miles to the west of Umga. There is a very fine 
temple here. It is in the same style as the temple 
at Umga, and like it, built of square blooks of stone. 
This temple, however, faces the west, and has been 
highly ornamented. There is no inscription on the 
temple, but it may he of a somewhat earlier date 
than that at Umga. On the gateway of the Suraj 
Maiulal, however, is an inscription, which gives 
the ’ date of Deo temple as the beginning of the 
Tretayug, i.e., about two million years ago accord¬ 
ing to Hindu chronology. This temple is a stone 
building in a walled courtyard. This courtyard is 
about 300 feet square and is large enough to allow 
the building to be seen. All around are houses, 
with the castle, as it is called, of the Raja of Deo 
hard by. The tower is ornamented with carved 
scrolls, and is perhaps 100 feet high, possibly more. 
The interior is handsome. The roof is of solid stone 
supported by stone pillars with plain but handsome 
capitals. The stone work js weu cut and finished. 
The oarved umbrella-like cap is curious, and so are 
the carved scrolls on the tower, which, though not 
without uniformity, look as if they had been out at 
random. 
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The Rdija of Deo and looal 
Brahmans. 


In excellent order 


iifi 


See page 63 of Hunter’s Statis¬ 
tical Account of the Gaytf 
district. 
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Arrah 


The Arrali Gar¬ 
rison (Fort). 


Do. 


Statue 

Vishnu. 


An English double-storied building on a raised 
plinth constructed by Vicars Boyle, an Engineer 
employed by the East Indian Railway. The prin¬ 
cipal room is 28 feet by 171 feet; on one side is a 
smaller room with a bath room. In front 
veranda with semi-circular arched colonnade. 


is a 


This is the house in which during the Sepoy Mutiny 
of 1857,16 Europeans, with .50 of Rattray’s Sikh 
Police took refuge. , 

The sixteen, Europeans were:— 


Arthur Littledale, c.s., Civil and Sessions Judge. 

Herwald Wake, c.s., Magistrate. 

J. Combe, c.s., Collector. 

B. Colvin, c.s., Assistant Magistrate and Oolleo- 
tor (Commissioner of the Meerut Division and 
Additional Member of the Viceregal Counoil 
in 1877), 

J ohn James Hall, Civil Surgeon. 

G. Field, Esq., Sub-Deputy Opium Agent. 

Vicars Boyle, c.s., District Engineer, East Indian 
Railway. 

B- Godfrey, Head Master, Government 
School, Arrah, 

S. DaCosta, Munsif. 

W. Bennett, Post Master. 

J. Cook, Indigo Planter. 

J. R. Anderson, Indigo Planter. 

G. B. D’Souza, Contractor, East Indian Railway. 

L. G. Delperoux, ditto ditto. 

Moulvi Syed Azmuddin Hussain KMn, Deputy 
Magistrate (afterwards Companion of the Order 
of the Star of India and Member of the 
Bengal Council). 


Id. the garden of the Maharaj5 of Dumraon is a 
colossal statue of Vishnu, called Biinhsur, 9 feet 6 
mohes high by 4 feet 8 inches broad and 1 foot 6 
inches thiok It was brought from Mosadh Nawa- 
dah, about six miles west of Arrah. The statue 
resembles in size and style that preserved in 
Queen’s College, Benares. 


7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 




































DISTRICT. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

.0 

7 

8 

9 

In the compound of the Judge’s 
house. This house belongs to 
the Maharaj& of Dumraon. 

It is kept in excellent order and 
no measures for oonservatioh 
are necessary. 

ii b 

See Cassell’s illustrated History 
of India, Yol. II. Also pages 
333-4 Yol. I of Hunter’s Im¬ 
perial Gazetteer. 

A sketch of this house is given 
in Yol. HI, page 645 of 
Beveridge’s Civil, Military 
and Social History of India. 

Maharh'ja of Dunaraon 

In good order ... ... 

ili 

See pages 412-13 of Vol. I 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 

Also pages 72 to 79 of Yol. Ill 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

And pages 217-19 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
SMhabad district. 
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5 

Arrah 

The JamaiMos 
quC. 

- The Jamai Mmjid or the great mosque situated in 
the heart of the town is said to have been erected in 
the reign of the Emperor Aurangzebe, but there is 
no inscription to that effect. 



It is a Saracenic building on a low plinth. The 
brick masonry is plastered. The vaulted portion, 
92 feet long, is divided into live by arohes, and sur¬ 
mounted by an equal number of domes. There are 
four minarets. The quadrangle is 96 feet by 31 
feet, with out-offices and a pucka well. 



The mosque accommodates at prayer 180 persons 
ranged in three files of 60 each, and the quadrangle 
360 in six files of 60 each. 

Ditto 

The Mouli 

Bagh mosque 

i A modern ornamented structure in the mixed Sara- 
}. cenic style, built on a raised platform with foliated 
arohes, three ornamental domes and eight minarets. 
The vaulted portion is 49 feet long. 

On the front of the mosque _ is an inscription re¬ 
cording its “pious foundation.” The verse is a 
ohrOnogram and gives as the date of the build¬ 
ing, the year 1233, corresponding with 1814A.D. 



The mosque was built under the auspices of John 
Dean, Esq., of the Honourable Company’s Civil 
Service. 

Dharabra (3id 
mile of . the 
Arrah Koilweer 
Road). 

Jain temple .. 

. This temple was built about 1845 ... 

During the Mutiny of .1857, 150 soldiers under 
Captain Dunbar and Major (afterwards Sir Vincent) 
Eyre stayed at this temple en route to Arrah from 
Dmapore. 

Barabra(10 miles 
from Arrah on 
the Arrah- 

Chapra Road). 

Bridge 

. The bridge has an Inscription in English which 
rons:— 

This bridge built out of the landholders’ voluntary 
subscription of Bond Fund of 1 per cent, on their 
revenue begun in 1811 and finished in 1813 is most 
respectfully dedicated t o the name and protection of 
the Bight Hon’ble Earl Moira, Governor-General 
and Captain-General of British India, &o., &o. 

(Translations in Persian and Hindi folloic.) 


318 


Shahabad ... 


119 


120 


121 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
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The chief mosque of the town. 
Formerly monopolised by the 
Hanifites, but recently used 
by the Hanifites and the Alai- 
hadis or Traditionists alike. 

The mosque is in excellent order, 
and no measures for conserva¬ 
tion are required. 

i6 



In 1820 William Augustus 
Brooke, Special Commissioner 
for the resumption of Ijakshmi- 
r&j grants built kdtrds or shops 
on the outskirts of the mosque 
and endowed them for its sup¬ 
port. The rent of the shops 
which now amounts to Es. 80 
per mensem is applied to the 
maintenance of the mosque 
and to the other ob j eots specified 
in the deed of trust. 

The mosque was originally gov¬ 
erned by Regulation XIX of 
1810, hut at present the man¬ 
agement vests in a local com¬ 
mittee of five, constituted under 
Act XX of 1863. The date 
and terms of the endowment 
are inscribed in the rear wall of 
the mosque. Tho mosque is 
maintained by the local com¬ 
mittee out of the rent of shops 
endowed for the purpose. 

Used as a mosque. Maintained 
by the HouM Bagh Endow¬ 
ment Fund under the manage¬ 
ment of Shah Mohiuddin of 
Snsaram. 


Maintained by the Jain Com¬ 
munity. 


Maintained by the District 
Board. 


The mosque is in good order and 
no measures for conservation 
are neoessary. 


ib 


i b 


i a 
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122 

ShaMb&d.... 

Masar 

Statues of 

Mah6ip6yfi 
and Blxairava. 

Masar is situated 6 miles west from Arrah. Im¬ 
mediately west of tlie village is a heap of bricks, 
about 50 yards square, and of considerable height. 
It is traditionally ascribed to Bunasur, A colossal 
figurre of Banasur, or Vishnu, was on the highest 
part. This has been removed to the M&h&raja of 
Dumraon’s garden at Arrah. It appears to be of 
the Gupta period. There are several other statues 
of more or less interest. Those of Maharaay# and 
Bhairava are noteworthy* 

123 

Ditto •»* 

Buxar 

Fort 

An account of the fort is given by Sir W. W. Hunter 
in his Statistical Account of the District of Sh/ihd- 
bad and his Imperial Gazetteer. 

124 

Ditto ... 

Katkouli (4 miles, 
east of Buxar, 
near the en¬ 
camping 
ground). 

Tombs 

The tombs of Gulam Haider KMn and Shujd ICtili 
Khan, two Musulman generals who fell in action in 
the battle of Buxar in the year 1764. The tombs 
contain inscriptions in Arabic with an epitaph in 
Persian verse. 

125 

Ditto 

Dev-Markandih 

Temple ef Dov- 
Markaipda. 

The village called Dev-Markandih is situated 37 
miles to tlie south, and a little west of Arrah, and 
may be reached by the irrigation canal from Arrah. 

* The journey by steamer from Arrah to Danvftr 
takes ten hours. From Danvar Dev-Markandih 
is distant about seven miles south south*west. 





The populous village of Dev-M^rkandih almost ad¬ 
joins that of Dev-P&rsva, and contains about 120 
houses. 




v 

Dev-Parsva is somewhat larger than Dev- M ark and ih, 
and its population consists for the most part of 
Kshotris, of whom a number claim to he Eajplits 
of the following sects;—Uj&in, Besin, Paliwfir, 
Bbutapri, Kakan, Dhakaha, Vias, and Sankawar 
Bajphts. 





The principal arclueological features of Dev-M&rkkndih 
are the ruins of two IMhmanical tepxples and an old 
tank called Suraj-pokhra, 





The mound upon which these two temples stand 
measures from north to south 200 feet, and is about 
25 feet higher near its centre than the surrounding 
country. 





The oldest of these temples is called Dev-Markaiida- 
ka-shivala, after the patron saint of this vicinity, 
by whom it is supposed to have been built Dev- 
M&rkanda is said to have lived in the Kaliyuga. 
The village took its name from the temjdo. 
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Used as the office of Executive 
Engineer, Buxar Division. 
Maintained by Government. 


Unknown 


Dilapidated. Contain fragmen¬ 
tary tablets. May be 
served by Government. 


con- 


In ruins. There are some fine 
remains here close to the Dehri- 
Arfah Canal. They consist 
of temples, brick pillars, and 
sculptures. Valuable inscrip¬ 
tions wefe obtained from here 
by General Cunningham, 
the diScbVerer of these ruins. 
Mr. Beglar has not seen the 
place, but from the photographs 
he has seen, he strongly recom¬ 
mends the conservation of one 
temple, which is in fair order, 
and built much in the style of 
the Buddha-Gayd temple. The 
temples date from the sixth cen¬ 
tury or thereabouts. 

Cost of conservation Rs. 1,000. 

The temples are important and 
interesting monuments histori¬ 
cally, architecturally andarchee- 
ologicaily. They were appa¬ 
rently built by Rajas, and 
would therefore be State pro¬ 
perty, but are now, Mr. 
Beglar has reason to believe, 
claimed by Mr. Solano, a zamin- 
dar. If he claims them, and the 
claim be good, he should be in¬ 
duced to keep these interesting 
monuments in permanent re¬ 
pair. 


1 a 


l a 


iib 


See hages 413 to 416 and 
Plate II of Vol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 


See pages 65-66 of Vol. Ill 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

Also pages 204-5 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Shah&bad district and page 
220 of Vol. II of Hunter’s 
Imperial Gazetteer. 


See pages 59 to 62 of Vol. 
XVI and pages 2 to 12 of 
YoL XIX of the Archeolo¬ 
gical Survey Reports. 

For Map see Plato XIX of 
Vol. XVI of the above re¬ 
ports and for plan and section 
of temple, see Plate XX of 
the same volume. For views 
of temple, see Plates II and 
III of Vol. XIX of the 
above reports. 

There are 3 photos, of the tem¬ 
ple in the Indian M.useum, 
Calcutta. 


y Y 2 
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Suraj temple 


The resident Brahmans and Puranias of this neigh¬ 
bourhood assign to the temple of Dev-Markanda the 
fabulous age of 21,7,780 years, no doubt because this 
figure coincides fairly, though not exactly, with the 
middle of the kali-ynga which, according to the Hindu 
chronicles, comprises 435,101 years. The apparent 
nioety with which the various portions of the 
legendary history of this temple are made to “fit 
into each other 53 *—-if one may be allowed to use the 
expression—is characteristic of the crafty invention 
of that arch-impostor, the village panda. 


Of this temple there now only remains a huge mass 
of ddbris and potsherds, the upper portion of the 
structure haying been wholly demolished and the 
basement buried in its ruins. 

Fragments of stone architecture, carved architraves 
and uprights, plinths, also a number of figures, 
mostly sculptured in blue stone, belonging to the 
worship of the gods, lie strewn about in all direc¬ 
tions. 


Sfiraj-shMla, or “ the Sun Temple, 55 as the smaller 
temple is styled, is obviously a much later structure 
of brickwork alone, being built on the ruins of the 
Dev-M&rknnda shrine. It is roofless. It stands 
to the south-west of the mound formed by the re¬ 
mains of the larger temple. Mr. Garrick found that 
many of its bricks were identical in size and shape 
with those of the Dev-Markanda Mandir. 


The only chamber of the Suraj temple now standing 
above ground measures 10 feet 3 inches by 9 
feet 6 inches inside. The highest part left of its 
walls is 7 feet 3 inches above the surface of the 
mound on which it stands. It is, however, to a 
great extent buried amongst the remains. 


At the southern end of the mound Mr. Garrick 
found a number of entrance architraves of granite 
, to wSto. _ Only the top portions of these are at pre¬ 
sent visible for I foot 7 inches above the surface ; and 
as these entrances must have been at least 4i feet 
high, the floor of the buildings to which they 
belong, would be nearly or exactly on a level with 
the floor of the greater temple of Dev-Markanda. 
These buildings, therefore, must belong to the same 
period, and must have been overwhelmed in the 
debris of the great temple, with the exception of 
these few architraves. The mound extends, in the 
form of scattered heaps of potsherds, to nearly 
100 feet outside the limits of the ruins properly so- 
called. This may be partly accounted for by the 
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,1 

Suraj Talao 
(tank.) 

Temple of 

Durga. 

Temple of 

Mahadev. 

great height of the principal temple. But a single 
temple, however high it may have been, could never 
have furnished such a mass of brickbats, as still 
remains after ages of appropriation for building 
purposes. It would seem that the buildings indi¬ 
cated by the stone lintels also contributed to 
the solid brick mound' of Dev-Markanda. On 
close examination, the lintels prove to belong to 
entirely separate cells, possibly for the accommoda¬ 
tion of priests. They are not connected with the 
temple of Dev-Markanda; tl\ey can not be con¬ 
nected with the Suraj-shiv&la, Which was built long 
after their demolition. Hence, besides merely two 
temples there are at Dev-Markandib the remains 
of a complete religious establishment, including a 
sufficient number of detached dwellings for a 
regular colony of priests. 

The adjoining tank, called Suraj-pokhm or Suraj- 
takio, which lies at a distance of about 80 feet from 
the facade of the Stiraj-Skivala was evidently dug 
by the founder of the larger shrine, probably 
a Brahman a Bhikshuk or Muni called Dev- 
Markaiida, its traditional founder. The water of 
this tank is locally believed to have the power of 
averting evil when applied to the image of Suraj- 
devatd, or “ the Sun G od, ” enshrined in the smaller 
temple, and before worshipping here, the votaries of 
Shraj-narayan carry with them some of the water 
with which they lave the figure. This temple 
(now entirely roofless), however, has but few follow¬ 
ers, and their visits are seldom more frequent than 
twice or thrice in the week. 

But the temple, at present popular amongst the mah&~ 
jan classes, is a small modem structure which 
stands under the deep shade of a fine Pahtr tree, 
about 115 yards to the north-west of the Dev- 
M&rkanda mound. It contains a very curious 
figure in bas-relief of Durg&, with the cup of blood 
in hand, the prostrate figure of Eaktavija, whom 
she has just slain, under foot. The figure is the 
usual chftfcurbhooj or “ four armed ” representation 
of the goddess, holding in one hand the trisul 
( trident/ and the other upraised hand holds a knife; 
the vessel before alluded to is in the second left hand, 
and with the lower right hand she presses on the 
prostrate male figure under foot. The background 
of this sculpture is formed of the heads of five ser- ' 
pents, like the Jain figure on the monolith at 
Kahaon, only that the latter is canopied by seven 
serpents. 

Ihere are also other unimportant sculptures in this 
small and favourite temple, such as a broken nandi, 
and a figure of Parasram. The temple is devoted 
to the worship of MaMdev, and necessarily this 
deity^s symbol, - the lingam (pincli) is the object i 

----— J 
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adored here, and the above figures are only, as the 
attendant Bhagat candidly informed Mr. Garrick, 
for display (phal&t). 

This temple was built by Babu Baijn&fch Singh, 
Paliwar lUjput, and is about a century old. The 
Babu was zamindar or r&ibhlt of this village, and a 
courtier of the then Bajd of Dumraon. He was 
also a very successful agriculturalist, and retired to 
Baraon, a village situated 11 miles south-west of 
Dev-M&rkandih, in the latter part of the 18th 
century. The natives attribute a series of bad 
crops, experienced in the early part of the present 
century, to the absence of his excellent manage¬ 
ment. * 

On his arrival at Bev-Markandih Mr. Garrick found 
the mound partially excavated, a well having been 
sunk in the south-west corner of the inner chamber, 

, He learned from the villagers that some of the 
statues lying on the mound’s surface were unearthed 
by this excavation, notably a largish figure of 
Vishnh, 3 feet 3 inches high and broad in proportion. 
Mr. Garrick also noticed peeping a few inches above 
the cUbris and facing due east, what looked like 
two flat, elaborately-carved posts, but when wholly 
exhumed, proved to be the gateway of the great 
temple, minus its lintel. These uprights are superb¬ 
ly sculptured in dark coloured blue stone, and 
measure 5 feet 2 inches high, which gives one 
exactly the height of this entrance from threshold 
to lintel. Mr. Garrick continued these excavations, 
but in a few days abandoned the inner chamber, 
the south-west corner of which he completely ex¬ 
cavated, and commenced removing: the vast mass 
of rains in front and obscuring the fajade of the 
building. 

This heap of remains formed almost the entire half 
of the mound, the temple being situated somewhat 
to the west. The sculptured entrance gateway 
before mentioned exhibits exquisite passages of 
sculptured ornamentation supported at base by four 
standing human figures. Mr. Garrick’s object in 
laying bare the eastern aspect of this temple thus 
thoroughly was to obtain an elevation of the struc¬ 
ture, from which a restoration to scale might be 
prepared after collecting sufficient architectural 
details to suggest the design and dimensions of this 
edifice as when intact; but it was subsequently found 
that, owing to the extreme paucity of existing 
materials as guides, such a restoration would be 
wholly unsatisfactory. 

The Shiv&la of Dev-M&rkanda had originally a court¬ 
yard, chard avali, built of massive brickwork, traces 
of which Mr. Garriok came upon during his ex¬ 
cavations of the mound. He was thus enabled to 
measure the portico, after clearing out the court- 
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yard. The wall from, north to south, including the 
space formerly occupied hy the gateway, measure 13 
feet; from east to west 26 feet. The general thick¬ 
ness of the wall was of 2| feet. 

The people said that for many generations a very 
fine Kadam tree (Nauclea Orientalis) stood on the 
south-west corner of the dih, and they seemed to 
think that the tree had perished of neglect after the 
death of a certain b&M, or ascetic, who was an 
admirer of the tree and cherished it. During his 
excavations, Mr. Garrick came upon the withered 
stump of just suoh a tree, as that which the people 
assured him died before the days of their fathers, 
and was only remembered by hearsay. He was 
also told that well had existed within the limits 
of this mound, and upon removing the surface, found 
it as described, though of course completely filled 
up and hidden from the general view. 

After these two instances of the correctness of local 
tradition, it seems unreasonable to reject the 
account given by the people of the origin of 
Sfirajmandir, or u the Sun Temple,” now standing 
on the mound of Dev-Markanda. They say that 
the children of some cowherds from the adjacent 
village were accustomed to play in the chardav&lx 
of the great temple and that on one occasion during 
the rains, while playing together at marbles, one of 
the lads uncovered what seemed at first a mere 
stone, but afterwards proved to be cm image of 
Sfiraj-nk&yana, or a the Sun deity.” When the 
sculpture was completely exhumed and shown to 
the zamindar at that time (about 150 years, or 
three generations ago) presiding in this village, he 
caused a suitable temple to be built for it, in which 
the votaries of Suraj-naiayna could worship. This 
temple was called after the image Sflraj-M-Mandir, 
and is the temple now standing beside the Dev- 
Mdrkancla-ka-Shivala. Mr, Garrick saw this 
image in the smaller shrine. It measures 2 feet 
10 inches high, and represents a squatting male 
figure with halo round his head. The figure is 
poorly, and even clumsily, executed. 

If it is accepted, four points of information are at 
once furnished to us—1st, that the Sflraj temple 
was 200 years old; 2nd, that the Sfiraj tank (which 
is obviously very old and figures in the earliest tradi¬ 
tions of this neighbourhood must be older that the 
temple of that name, and therefore could not have 
derived the title Sfiraj-pokhra from this temple; 
3rd, that it is highly probable that the principal 
temple here, was originally devoted to sun worship; 
and 4th, that being a sun temple, the adjoining 
ancient tank, called Suraj-sroor, was almost cer¬ 
tainly excavated by its founder, hence the name 
Dev-M4rkanda-M-Shivala is clearly -wrong, its 
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proper and original name being simply Suraj- 
rnandir, for as this idol was found inside the court¬ 
yard of the Dev-Mfirkanda temple,. there can be 
little doubt that it formerly occupied a place in 
this building, and that its name was given 
to the adjoining tank. Mr. Garrick considers 
the place to have been a regular Br&hmanical 
settlement, including dwellings, temples, trees, and 
wells. It is quite possible that after the temple 
of Dev-MSrkanda fell into disuse and the Suraj- 
n&r&yana disappeared in its debris, the ruined 
budding assumed the common title of Shiv&la, 
qualified by its founder’s name, but that of the 
tank, Suraj-pokhra, still clung to it unchanged. 
On the other hand, since the Brahmans insist that 
the large temple was originally a linga temple of 
Rudra, it may be conceded that the introduction 
of the sun image here may belong to a secondary 
epoch, though still possibly during the lifetime 
of the saint Dev-Markancla, and not necessarily 
long after the erection. It must be maintained, 
however, that the tank belongs essentially to the 

g reat, temple. Some of the more intelligent 
rahmans bear out his opinion, though the majority 
are misled by the present agreement of name 
between the small, late, roofless temple and the 
tank. The following legend is one of many in 
which a very remote antiquity is assigned to the 
Suraj-pokhra, and as it treats of the ancient topo¬ 
graphy of this neighbourhood, Mr. Garrick gives 
it in its current form. It implies that the “ sun 
tank ” was originally of much larger dimensions 
than at present, and that it was necessary to use 
boats in order to approach the temple from the 
south-east. It extends even now over a consider¬ 
able area of ground, being about 950 feet long from 
its north-east to the south-west extremities, but 
very shallow generally, having more the appearance 
of a marsh than tank. 


Popular tradition connects the mound of Dev- 
Markanda with Bhagnalia-garh, which is said to 
comprise the palace of the. famous King of the 
Chera-Kharwara tribe, R&ja Phulch&nd, together 
with his fort and city. At the period when Dev- 
Markandih and its neighbourhood was a wild forest 
(ban), inhabited only by birds and beasts and wild 
animals, the pious Kishi Dev-SWma-Hara-S'arma 
performed penance by night and day, and, burning 
lamps and incense, made offerings of flowers from 
the be l tree {JEgle Mar melon), consecrated food, 
unbroken rice, betel leaves, and nuts at this temple* 
The King Phulchand, in order to discover and 
reward the worshipper whose offerings he frequently 
saw on the shrine, came in a boat.from his palace, 
entered the temple by stealth, without the usual 
royal ceremonies, and surprised the Rishi in the aot 
of meditating on Rftdra (Mahadev). R&j& Pbub 
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126 

1 

SMMUd ... 

IV' 

Deo-Bonarak ,., 

* 

1 

i _ ' . 

! 

Temples 

eh and, after ascertaining that the holy Dev-$armi- 
Ifara-Sarma was the devotee he sought, commanded 
him to ask for whatsoever he wished, promising 
that any boon would be instantly granted. There* 
upon the holy man, standing upon the summit of 
the great temple, sounded his shell (Stankha) and 
claimed from the Raja an area of ground extending 
as far around as the sound of his S'ankhi had pene¬ 
trated. This proved to he no less than 2,222 
bighas, which land was accordingly made over to 
the saintly Dev-S'arma-Hara-S^arma and his pos¬ 
terity in perpetuity as a jagir by lUja Phulchand. 
The Brdhmaiis assign the following limits to this 
grant of land:—From Ohowr&si to Nanft east and 
west, and from K&ratk to Mowadih north and south. 
Certain classes of the Brahmans in this part of the 
country claim to be lineally descended from Dev- 
$arm&-Hara*$armd, in whom they devoutly 
believe, and the name of Sfarma is common among 
the Bek&ris, who, being in this vicinity, Hara- 
bhaktas, or votaries of H4r&, another name for the 
Sivite deity Mahadev, may be said to bo called 
after the saint’s full name. There is also a small 
village hard by called Surma, which Mr. Harriot 
believes to be merely a corruption of $arm&. It is 
not probable that the inhabitants would name 
a village “antimony,” nor are any antimony mines 
found here. 

• There are several old brick temples at Deo-Bonarak ; 
two of them tire larger than the rest. They possess 
vaulted roofs of the old Hindu style, formed either 
by overlapping courses or by regular arches of 
voissoirs, placed edge to edge. The largest temple 
is 24 feet square on the outside. The entrance 
faces the east. In front of this shrine was an 
antechamber, supported by highly ornamented 
pillars. It was probably a later addition. One of 
the four pillars has an inscription dated Sarnvat 
152. It records that King Jivitagupta, great 
grandson of Aditya Sena l)eva, dedicated the 
temple to Varmavdsl Bhattiraka. The erection of 
the temple proper is traditionally ascribed to Kajd 
Yaruna and his two brothers, Karnajit and 
Chaturbhuj. The peculiarity of this temple is its 
roof, which is a sort of overlapping dome, formed 
by reducing the square to an octagon, and then to 
sixteen sides; over which is a second square, 
changing again to sixteen sides, the last opening 
being closed by a single slab. The roof of the 
upper storey was built entirely of brick in the form 
of a vault with four sides, the arch being made in 
the old Hindu style of edge to edge voissoirs. 
Inside the shrine is a statue of Yishnu. The other 
temples are more or less interesting, and enshrine 
the usual figures of the Brahmanieal pantheon. 
Besides these temples, there is a very graceful and 
elaborately carved monolith, whioh appears to bo 
of the Gupta period. 
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DISTRICT-*o»/i»«erf. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remakes. 


See pages 64 to 79 and Plates 
XXII to XXVI of Vol. 
XVI of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. 

Also pages 17 to 21 and Plates 
IV to VIII of Vol. XIX 
of the above reports. 

See also pages 418 to 421 of 
Vol. I of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 
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127 

ShdMbM... 

Mabidevpur ... 

Temple of 
Mah&deva. 

-—----^— - * ——» ~ 

This is a polygonal brick temple of twelve sides. 
Its entire height is 42' 3", and its vaults are 
formed of overlapping courses. A noteworthy 
feature of this temple is its pinnacle. It is in the 
shape of a mushroom or umbrella, expanding from 
a cylindrical neok in a succession of discs in two 
tiers. It is 12 / 10" high and T 7" in diameter. 

128 

Ditto 

Bamgarh 

Fort 

This stronghold, which is ascribed to the Suir, is 
on the steep ascent of a hill, commanding a narrow 
passage into the valley. The four houses higher 
up are roofed. The stone masonry is neater than 
usual 

129 

Ditto ... 

Patana 

Do. 

Patana is said to derive its name frond being a capital 
city, or Nindam, 

1* 




The most considerable remains of the Suir are at 
Patana, the residence of a Nindu Raj& of the Suir 
or Sfivira tribe. The chief ruin is a mass of rude 
stones, broken bricks and earth, extending 780 feet 
from east to west, and 1,080 from north to south. 
It divides into five unequal portions, very irre¬ 
gular in height, but in most parts from 40 to 50 feet 
above the level of the plain. Under a tree is a 
collection of old carvings. Baghban is a circular 
mound, with probably the debris of a temple. At 
Patesvar is another collection of old fragments of 
sculpture, among which is a large image of Hara. 

CO 

o 

Ditto 

Mer ... 

Temple of 
Mahddeya. 

The foundations of the temple remain, forming a 
square platform 4 or 5 feet high, with a projection 
on its north side. There are many oarved stones 
scattered about, a linga, a 14-armed Ganesa, and 
a linga with four heads supported by a fish, are 
some among many examples of old art. 

131 

Ditto 

Darauti 

Tank 

Darauti is situated 5 miles north-east of R&mgarh. 
The remains here are attributed to the Suir or 
Siviras, who are supposed by the peoplo here to have 
lived in the Tretfi Yuga. The most considerable is a 
tank, estimated by the natives to be about 1,300 feet 
from east to west. Near the south-west corner of 
this tank is a small GanesSa and three carved 
obelisks of stone, the latter portray scenes of domestic 
life and are very interesting. There are many 
other figures and an inscribed door frame. 

132 : 

I 

Ditto ... 

Baidyan4th ... ' 

Temple of ! 
Mahadeva. | 

Baidyandth is six miles south of Ramgarh. The orig¬ 
inal buildings are attributed to Rij& Madanapal, the 
Suir. Here is a small temple of Mahadeva, built of 
ancient materials, chiefly stone. The square elevated 
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Present state of preservation 
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Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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... 

See pages 14 to 17 of Vol. XIX 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. For view of temple 
see Plate III of the same 
volume. 




There fe a photograph of the 
temple in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 




See page 468 of Yol. I of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 




See pages 466-67 and Plate IX 
of YoL I of Martin’s 
Eastern India, 

••«••• 

. 

• 4 • 

i ■; ; 1 . ? • 

See pages 467-68 of Yol. I 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 



♦ • 4 

See pages 462-63 of Yol. I 
of Martin’s Eastern India 
and Plato VII. 



• 49 

\ 

! 

i 

See pages 463-467 and Plate 
VI of Vol. I of Martin’s 
Eastern India. 
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(3) SHAHIBA.D 


No. 


District. 


Looality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


183 


Shahabad ... 


134 


Sh4h4b6d 


Tilothu 


Rohtasgarh 


Tatrahi water¬ 
falls. 


Fort rains 


Rohtasan 

temple. 


space on the east side of an old watercourse, 
contains a vast variety of figures, better executed 
than those of Darauti. There are in particular a 
great many square obelisks of a different form from 
those at Darauti, which represent in several tiers 
domestic scenes. There are also numerous columns, 
pedestals, oornices, capitals, &o. 


These waterfalls occur at a gap in the rocky soarp 
to the south of Rohtas. They|are a place of pilgrim 
age. There are some indifferent Buddhist and 
Brahmanical figures, a few of which have discon¬ 
nected inscriptions of one or two words in the Kutila 
character of the ninth century A.D. 


In the hollow of the hills, near Tilothu, is a holy 
place, sacred to the goddess S'itala. The water falls 
from a perpendicular height of about 180 feet, over a 

g ? in the rock, about 30 feet wide, into a deep pool, 
ere is a nude female figure carved on the rock; 
it appears to be inscribed. There is also a carved 
and inscribed slab, dated 1158, representing the 
buffalo-killing goddess. 

Ono of the most important sites in India, of which 
however absolutely no record exists in any of the 
23 volumes of the Archaeological Survey Deports. 
It derives its name, Fort Rohtas, or Rohtasgarh, 
from tho young prince Rohitasva, son of Haris 
Chandra, of the Solar race, whose image was wor¬ 
shipped on the spot till destroyed by Aurangzeb. 
In 1539 Sher Shah captured Rohtasgarh from the 
Hindus by treachery and began to strengthen the 
fortifications. Man Sing, on being appointed Vice¬ 
roy of Bengal and Bihar, seleoted Rohtas as his 
stronghold. He appears to have completed all the 
buildings now existing about A.D. 1597. 


Tho remains of the fortress now ocoupy a part 
of the table-land about ten miles in length from 
east to west and four from north to south, with 
a circumference of nearly 28 miles. Much of 
the area is bare rook, but there is a large quantity 
of red soil. There are 84 practicable paths up the 
rock. _ Of the buildings which these fortifications 
were intended to defend but little remains which 
can be attributed to the Hindus. 


This temple is situated on a steep promontory to 
the south-east of the fortress. The building is 
elaborately carved with angular mouldings. It 
ends abruptly in a flat roof, and it is probable 
that the building was higher. It is approached 
by a grand stone staircase arranged in groups of 
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Government 

«**■•*• 

The palace and buildings are in 
a fair state of preservation. 

l 

id 

See pages 431-32 of Vol. I 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 

There is a photograph of the 
falls in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 

See pages 432 to 454 and 
Plate IY of Yol. I of Martin’s 
Eastern India. 

There are 3 photographs, as 
below, in the Indian Museum, 
Caloutta:— 

(1) H6tiapol (elephant door¬ 

way). 

(2) Bdradvari building. 

(3) Rohtasan temple. 
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i 


steps with successive landings and flanked by 
ornamental balusters. This staircase is perhaps the 
most remarkable in India. 




Mosque of 

Aurangzeb, 

Temple of 

Mart Singh. 

Behind it is a small mosque asoribed to Aurangzeb. 
At the foot of the stair is a small but handsome 
tempie, attributed to Min Sing. Within the gate 
at Jsaj ghat there must have been a large building, 
wlnoh formed the private residence of the com- 
mander. Here are two temples. One of them 
is exceedingly handsome, the other is small and 
dedicated to some Tirthafikar of the Jains. 
Ihere are also underground chambers, one of 
which, a large octagon, has been explored, the 
others yet need exploration. It is believed that 
they communicate by means of fissures with a secret 

path leading down to the foot of the hill. 




Palace 

The palace, or mahalserai, extends from north to 
south, and has its principal front to the west. It is 
irregularly built, without any architectural preten¬ 
sions. The most elegant part in the whole is the 
door—a large gothic aroh with the figure of an 
elephant on eaoh side. Inside is another arch of 
equal dimensions, leading to the King’s palace, one 
of the best proportioned, parts of the whole build¬ 
ing. Its roof is plastered in the alcove form, with 
many small compartments, like the stone roof of 
an English cathedral. The building where business 
was transacted is tastefully designed. It is called 
‘Mraxmrf,” or 12 doors, and gives its name to the 
square in front. In front is an open hall supported 
by four double columns. The hall within the colon- 
nade was occupied by clerks. 

135 

: ■ | 

> 

Shahid... 

1 

Sasaram 

Tomb of Al£- 
wal Khfin, 

The legend about AMwal Khan’s tomb is that he 
being the minister of publio works entrusted by 
Sher Shah with the Construction of his tomb, used 
his position unfairly by selecting and appropriating 
for his own tomb the finest stones and sculptures 
from those prepared for his master’s tomb. Sher 
fohah hearing this, launohed suoh an obsoenely 
abusive anathema against all who should ever go to 
see this beautiful, tomb of his minister, that to this 
day every inhabitant of Sasaram resents as an 
abuse any question put to him whioh implies his 
having paid or intended to pay a visit to that tomb. 

136 

Ditto ... ; 

Ditto ... [ 

romb of Hasan j 
S ur Shah. 

Chis tomb, built at about the same time as Sher 
bhah s, is one of the finest in Bengal. The profuse 
stucco ornamentation, and the glazed pottery in the 
entablature beneath the battlements, whioh once 
adorned it, are nearly gone. Mr. Beglar most 
earnestly represents that permanent records of such 
portions as exist be taken before they also go. 
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DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 ' 

8 

9 

Unknown 

Government 

In ruins. This fine tomb was 
pulled down, it is stated, in the 
time of Mr, Eyre, the Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Sasaram. 
Steps should be taken to prevent 
what remains from being oarried 
off and to keep it free from ve¬ 
getation. An order to that 
effect by the District Officer 
would probably be sufficient. 

In good order. The dome has 
recently been repaired. 

1 

iii 

i a 

See pages 423-24 of Vol. 1 
of Martini Eastern India. 

See page 206 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Sh&h&bad district, 
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137 ShahaMd ... 

Sasaram 

Tomb of Sher 
Shah. 

The stele is of the perpendicular Suri architecture 
of the later Afghan period. This tomb is sur¬ 
rounded by oloistors with towers at the four 
corners and a gateway to the east. In plan the 
building is an octagon with sides 40-'6" long, 
covered by a rather pointed dome and surmounted 
by a solid pinnacle. A veranda, oovered in with 24 
small domes, runs all round the building. The base¬ 
ment is octagonal, and has a pillared kiosk at each 
angle, resting on the upper terrace. The build¬ 
ing is of stone and is dated A. H. 945=1538 A.D. 

Verses from the Koran are inscribed inside the 
Rouza, also the name of “ Allah 99 and the words 
“ Abul Mozuffer Sher Shah’s station, in the arches.” 

This tomb, which is still almost entire, stands in a 
large courtyard, enclosed by a high wall of cut 
stone, in the eastern face of which is a large gate, 
and a mosque on the west. The dome of the tomb 
has a span of 72 feet and is the largest in Northern 
India. It stands upon a platform 300 feet square, 
and 30' in height, which has a continuous flight of 
steps leading do wn to the water. The tomb consists 
of a large octagonal hall, surrounded by an arcade of 
Grothio arches, from which springs a second storey, 
also octagonal. It is situated within an artificial 
tank. 

The platform has at each corner an octagonal domed 
turret and at each angle two boldly projecting kiosks, 
supported on corbels. The tomb is an octagon 
of 7V 5" interior and 103' 9£* exterior diameter, 
and is surrounded by a veranda 10' 2|'' wide. 
The architraves are supported on massive corbels, 
the spaces between which are filled with panels of 
glazed tiles. The drum of the great dome is 
surrounded by two tiers of minor domes and has 
sixteen sides topped by a continuous line of battle¬ 
ments at the Bpringing of the great dome. This 
was formerly crowned by a small cupola on four 
pillars. The upper galleries of the tomb are re¬ 
duced from the octagonal figure of the ground 
plan to 16 and 32-sided figures before they attain 
the circle necessary for the base of the dome. 
The interior height of the tomb from floor to apex 
of the dome is 10 T 9|' / , and, as the platform on 
which it stands is 30' high, the total exterior 
height, allowing for the thickness of the dome 
and height of pinnacle, is upwards of 150'. The 
building is of stone, and is dated IT. 952=A.D. 
1545. 

The roof of each of the octagonal sides of the veran¬ 
da surrounding the dome proper consists of three 
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In good order 

r 

i a 

| ~ 

See pages 424-8 and Plates II 
and III of Yol. I of Martin’s 
Eastern India. 

Also pages 132 to 139 and 
Plate XXXIX of Yol. XI of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

See pages 206-7 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Aocout of the 
Shahabad distriof. 

There are six photographs of 
the tomb in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 
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(3) SHlHABiD 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


alcoves, each supported by four.Gothic arches, above 
which is a level terrace forming the first storey, 
about 35J feet high. Of this height a very heavy 
balustrade and parapet occupies G| feet. The terrace 
is 15 feet wideband has a small oupola supported by 
six rude columns at each corner. The second stage, 
25 feet high, consists of a plain wall with a cornice, 
surmounted by a low parapet. On the top is a 
small terraoe 9 feet 10 inches wide, having at each 
corner a cupola similar to those below. Above the 
second stage the outside of the building rises per¬ 
pendicularly, with a third stage of 16 sides, 11 feet 
high.. There is a kind of false balustrade, from 
which a nearly hemispherical dome arises. On its 
summit, again, is a small cupola supported by four 
pillars. 


The interior of the building forms an octagon, the 
sides of which are 54 feet at the base. Each side 
is divided into three by arches. In the central 
arch of seven of the sides there is a door. The most 
westerly side is inscribed with sacred sentences, and 
in the centre, with the name of Allah. The great 
hall asoends as an octagon for about 27 feet, or as 
high as the terrace above the first stage on the out¬ 
side, where there is a small rude cornice; above this 
level each side of the octagon divides into two, and 
contains a window filled with stone tracery. For 
about 25 feet the wall asoends with 16 sides, whioh 
then subdivide into 32, for a height of 11 feet fur¬ 
ther, where the dome springs. The king’s tomb lies 
in the centre of the hall, with the right side turned 
towards Mecca. Era 950 Hijri=A.I). 1543. 


The niche for prayer is inscribed with verses and 
chapters from the Kor&n. 


The style of the tomb is perpendicular of the later 
Afghan period. On the north side, there was 
formerly a bridge 3o0 feet in length, but a cause¬ 
way baa now been thrown aoross in its stead. 


Inscription in English. 


This tomb, built for himself by Sultan Fareed-uddin 
Shere Shah, Emperor of India, wherein he was 
buried A.D. 1545, was repaired by the British 
Government during the Yiceroyalty of George 
Frederick Sammuel Robinson, Marquis of Ripon, 
and under the Governorship of the Honorable 
Augustus Rivers Thompson, Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal A.D. 1882. 
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Idgah 

An inscription in Persian verse, gives the date of this 
building as 1044 H. in the reign of Shah Jelian. 
It measures 27 yards x 26 yards; and can accoxn- 
modate 3,000 persons. 

138 

S,k&b6b&d m « 

Sasaram 

Tomb of Islam 
Shah. 

The tomb similar to the mausoleum of Sher Shah in 
design, materials, age and even in surroundings, for 1 
it also stands in a tank. It is unfinished, as the 
work never proceeded further than the turning of 1 
the arches on the ground floor. If completed, this 
tomb would have been somewhat larger than that 
of bher Shah, the whole building being 140' in 
diameter, and the dome would have had a span 
of_74-6 . The tomb is approached by a stone 
bridge, lormed oi fiat slabs resting on piers and sup- I 
porting projecting bays. There are eleven openings I 
m the bridge, each 33' broad by 500' long. 

139 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Tomb of Selim 
Shah. 

About half-a-mile to tbe north-west of Sher Shah’s 1 
tomb is situated the unfinished tomb of his nephew 
fcolirn, also in an artificial tank. If completed, it 
would have been on the same plan as the other 
tomb. What remains is an ootagonal-shaped build¬ 
ing, about 10 or 15 feet high, with some of the 
arches turned. The banks of the tank have been 
set further back and i slope gradually to the stairs. 

. island is about 10 feet abovo tho water, with a 1 
stair extending along the whole length. At each 
corner is an ootagonal projection, connected with the ! 
island by a narrow passage. The niche for prayer 
is not so profusely carved as in Shere Shah’s tomb 
and there are no inscriptions, except the name oi 
Allah in the centre. 

140 

Ditto 

Qt:' : 

Sasaram (situated 
on the temple 
of Tard Chandi, 
two miles south 
of the town). 

Mosque 

On this mosque are Persian verses stating that this 
mosque of the time of Emperor Alumgir was in 1 
rums, and Munsif Ahmudullah repaired it in 
Hijn year 1296. (1879 A.D.) 

141 

Ditto ... 

Khankak, (south¬ 
west of Grand 
Trunk Eoad in 
Sasaram). 

Madras 6 ... 

was ^ 0Iin ^ G( ^ *>y Shah Kabeer Durwesh. 

J he Emperor Farukh Siyar in the 5th year of his 
reign and Shah Alum made a grant of landed pro¬ 
perties for its support. The Madras;! was built 1 
under the management of Mr. Maonamara, District 
Engineer, of Shahdbdd. 

142 

Ditto ... ( 

Dhainpur ... 

lemple of ' 

Mundesvari. | 

This temple is situated about five miles east of Chain- 
pur. It is said to have been built by Munda Daitya, 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 
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Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 
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ii a 

V 

See pages 137-138 of Vol. XI, 
ana for plan seePlate XXXIX 
of the same volume of the 
Archaeological Survey Re¬ 
ports. 

There are four photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Cal- 
cuttta. 

•••*** 


ii a 

See pages 428-430 of \’ol. I 
of Martinis Eastern India. 
Also page 207 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of thtf 
Sh&h&bad district. 

TJnknown 

In good preservation 

<(« 


The management vests in a com¬ 
mittee o£ local agents under 
Regulation XIX of 1810. 

In good preservation 

ii 



*»•*•* 

••i 

See pages 455 to 457 of Yol. 
I of Martin’s Eastern India. 
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143 


8h4Mb4d ... 


Chain pur 


144 


Ditto 


145 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Fort 


Tomb of Ah- 
tiyar Ekan. 


Shergarh 


Guptesvar cave 


whose abode was in GaroMt. Here there is a fort 
and several heaps of brick ruin. On a little emin¬ 
ence overhanging the Katone, some fragments of 
images of Hanuman have been collected. 


The fort is 390 feet from north to south and 369 
from east to west. It is surrounded by a ditob and 
has a rampart of stone with battlements, a round 
bastion at each corner, a large handsome gate in 
the northern curtain and a smaller one towards 
the south. The space within has been filled with 
buildings, partly brick, partly stone, with several 
large wells lined with stone and reservoirs for jets 
of water. 


This tomb stands on the right side of the Jahdndbfid- 
Kaghubar Garh village road. Ahtiyar’s son Fateh 
Khan married a daughter of Sher Shah. The 
inside of the dome of Ahtiyar Khan’s monument is 
an octagon of 53 feet in the shorter diameter. The 
wall all round the niche has been plastered and 
covered with pious sentences, written in black. 
I he wall of the dome is 12 feet thick. The style 
of the building is exactly similar to that of Hossein 
Khan at Sasaram. 


This sacred oave is situated in the centre of the 
plateau, about seven miles from Shergarh. The 
entrance lies a little way up the hill, and is about 

M T d - hy 12 feet H « h - The sides and bottom 
of the interior are very uneven, with steep ascents 
and descents, while masses of rock project irregu¬ 
larly from the sides. The first room extends almost 
due east from the mouth for about 120 yards, with 
steep ascents at the end. The farther extremity is 
called Patal-ganga or the river of the pit; but there 
is no river to be seen. About half way a branch 
lea( .8 oil to the south-east, which, after running 90 
leet or so, rejoins the main gallery. A narrow 
passage again leads from this into the west end of a 
second gallery similar to the first and about 370 feet 
long. Ihis latter, about 140 feet from its west encL 
is crossed at right angles by a similar gallery, 
the south arm of which is the largest, being 80 yards 
long. It contains the chief object of worship. 


Stalactites are very numerous, and one of them is 
worshipped as the god Mabadev. This cave has 
never been thoroughly explored, but the various 
windings are said to be fully half a mile long 





































PfflSfeldT-- continued. 


Custody or present use. 


Hindu sanctuary. Maintained 
by the pilgrims who resort to 
the fair annually held in 
winter. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


In fair order. Does not require 
preservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 




See pages 458 to 460 of Yol. 
I of Martin's Eastern India. 


9 pages 460 and 461 of YoL 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 


See pages 216-17 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Shahabad district. 
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(3) SHAH ABAD 


No. 


District. 


146 


147 


Sh&h<ibad... 


.Ditto 


Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

s 

4 

5 

Shergarh 

Port 

The top of the rook all round is crowned with a 
rampart strengthened by numerous bastions and 
bulwarks. The ascent to the prinoipal gate on the 
north is very grand. The quarters for the ladies 
form a long castle on the summit of the small hill 
on the south side of the fort. 

Baliya 

. l 

Temple 

This is r one of the temples mentioned by Hiuen 
Tsiang in his travels; it stands close to the Ganges 
on the north side. It was discovered by 
General Cunningham, and is not noticed in any 
book yet published. 


























DlBTBIOT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 


8 

9 

Unknown... 

In ruins. Too little is known of 
this fort, whioh is said to have 
been built by Sher Shah. There 
are, Mr. Caspersz states, five 
pillars and subterranean halls 
and chambers in the fort. Fur¬ 
ther excavation is essential, and 
some money may be judiciously 
spent in making drawings, plans, 
and taking photographs of what 
is interesting. Mr. Beglar has 
not seen the place, and cannot 
give an estimate of the cost of 
conserving the remains yet 
intact, and said by Mr. Cas¬ 
persz to be in fair order.— 
Drawings and photographs, 
Es. 100. 

ii a 

See page 430 of Vol. I of 
Martin's Eastern India. 



ii a 
































(4) SARA!?' 


No, District. Locality. 


Name of 
moaument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


I 


2 


3 


4 


5 


148 S&ran ... Sonpur 

29 miles east of 


Temple of 
Hariliarn&ili. 


The well-known Sonpur Fair is held in connection 
with this temple. The legend which gives 
sanctity to this place is that an elephant was hero 


Chhipri. 


released from the mouth of an alligator by the God 
Hari. It is also said that Bi&ma when on his way 
to Janakpur here enshrined the image of Siva now 
known as Hariharnath. 


149 Do. 


Ami 

11 miles east of 
ChMpra. 


Bhavani 



wife of Mah^dev, dropped here while her body was 
being carried over the world by Sim after her 
death. There is also a small pit olose to the image 
of Bhav&ni which is said to be the Jajnahmda of 
Daksharishi. The treatise known as Bhogat tarctn* 
gam gives full details of the legends. 


(5) CHAMPARAN 


Simraun on the Fort ruins 
Nepal frontier. 


ISO Champar&n. 


Simraun is partly situated in British territory ? the 


imxuiww J-'tlX LX y SULUtt/CSPU. i.Ll JUl 1 LID IX &UX.1XWX J p 1,110 

frontier line_ passing through the walls. The 


river Y&muni flows to the west, while the Nepali 
villages of Kachorwa and Bhaywanpur bound it on 
the east and north. The ruins are in the form of 
a square, surrounded by an outer and an inner 
wall. The former, which is made of unburnt bricks, 
is 14 miles in circumferenoe, the latter only 10. 
On the east side six or seven ditches can still be 
traced between the wall, while towards the west 
three or four are apparent. Inside there are the 
remains of large buildings. The tank, called Isra, 
measures 333 yards along one side and 210 along 
the other. Its sides are composed of the finest 
burnt bricks, each a cubit square and one mund 
in weight. The remains of palaces and temples 
disclose some finely-carved basements, with a super¬ 
structure of beautiful bricks. Some of the stones, 
which are 5 feet long, .14 broad, and 1| deep, must 
have been brought from a distance of twenty-five 
miles. Twenty idols havo been extricated; many, 
however, are much mutilated. The oitndel or kot- 
wali chautosa is situated on the north, and the 
palace or ranibas in the centre; hut both only exist 
as tumuli, from 20 to 25 feet high, covered with 
trees and jungle. Tradition says that Simraun was 
founded by Nanyupa Deva, A.D. 1097. Six of 
his dynasty reigned with much splendour, but the 
















































Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Glassifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks* 

6 

7 

8 

9 

i 

Tn the custody of the Mohant 
of the place. 

Good 

ii& 

See page 262 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Aooount of the 
Sdrag. district. 

In the custody of certain Brah¬ 
mans who are called Panda* 
of the temple. Worship is held 
daily, and the door is locked 
in the evening. The temple 
is repaired whenever necessary 
by publio charity or the volun¬ 
tary subscriptions of the 
Hindus who go to visit it. 
Fairs are held here twice 
a year, viz., one during 
the Durgdpdja holidays and 
one on the S'ri Ram Navami 
festival. These are not regular 
melds or fairs, but gatherings 
of people who go to the temple 
for worship. 

Dilapidated 

1 / 

ib 



DISTRICT. : 


IMIM 

In ruin 

s *•« 

ixa 

See pages 252-53 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
ChampAran district. 
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(5) CHAMPARAN 


No. 


district. 


Locality. 


Naina of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


151 


Champdran 


Kesariya 


152 


Ditto ... 


Lauriya Arar&j 


E uin s of 
6tupa. 


Raja Bert’s tank 


Laur Pillar 


last of the line, Hari Simha Dev, was driven out in 
1322 or 1323 by the Muhammadans. 

Two miles south of Kesariya thand on the 
road to Sattar gh&t, there stands a lofty briok 
mound, capped by a brick tower of considerable 
size. It is a ruined mass of solid brickwork, 
62 feet in height and 1,400 feet in oiroum- 
ference at the base of the ruins; on the top 
there is a solid briok stupa, the surface of which 
is all in ruins excepting at the base, which is still 
perfeot in many places. In the most perfect part 
there are 15 courses of surface brickwork still in 
good order, and in two other places there are 10 
and 11 courses perfect. From these three points 
General Cunningham made out the base of the 
stupa to he 68 feet 5 inches in diameter He also 
estimated the height at 38 feet 74 inches for the 
cylindrical portion, and at 12 feet 104 inohes for 
the dome, or altogether 514 feet. From the ruined 
state of the lower mound, compared with the perfeot 
state of the base of the upper stupa, General 
Cunningham infers that the present stupa dates 
between A.D. 200 and 700, and that, it was built 
upon the ruined mass of a muoh older and much 
larger stupa. The practice of erecting stUpas on 
anoient foundations was not uncommon. This 
ancient monument is known to the people as Rdja 

Ben-ka Deora. The similar but smaller stupa at 
kasiya is also called a Deora. In both oases the name 
belongs to the upper stupa, and not to the whole 
mass, as all mounds, whether of earth or brick, in 
this part of the country are named JBhisa. Of .Raja 
Ben the people have no traditions, except that he was 
one of the five supreme emperors of India. The piece 
of water immediately to the south of the stupa is also 
named after him, Raj A Ben-ka-Dighi, or EAja Ben’s 
Tank. Less than a mile north-north-east of this 
stupa there is a low mound with the walls of a 
small temple 10 feet square. The head and shoulders 
of a oolossal figure of Buddha, with the usual crisp, 
curly locks, are also visible. General Cunningham 
supposes this to have been the site of a monastery, 
as the remains of cells are still visible. 

Ararfj is a village situated about 20 miles to the 
north-west of Kesariya. About a mile to the 
south-west there is a lofty stone column, called 
Laur, which bears in well-cut and well-preserved 
letters several of the edicts of King Asoka. The 
edicts, which are most neatly engraved, are divided 
into two distinct portions, that to the north con¬ 
taining 18 lines and that to the south 23 lines. 
The pillar consists of a single block of polished 
sandstone, 364 feet high, with a diameter at the 
base of 41' 8" and 37 / 6" at the top. There is 
no capital, and the whole has been disfigured by 
the names which visitors have cut upon it. 
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DISTRICT-- continued. 





Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Not put to any special us< 
No arrangements for oustody. 

5 . In ruins. Tbe lower portion of 
the stfipa has peeled off. 

i xic 

See page 253 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Champaran district. 

Protected by railings 

. In good order. Was prcvidet 
some time ago at the cost o 
Government with iron railingi 
around it. These railings ar< 
in good order and looked aftei 
by the District Engineer. 

1 i a 

i 

3 

3 

r 

» i. 

See pages 67-68 of Yol. I of the 
Archseological Survey Reports. 
Also page 254: of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Champ&ran district. 
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(5) CHAMPA RAlji' 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Champdrftn 


Lauriya Navand- 
garh. 


Ruins of tombs 


Ditto 


Rampurwa 


The Lion pillar 


Asoka pillar... 


About half a mile north-east of Lauriya, and 15 
miles north-west by west of Bettia, there are some 
very extensive remains, consisting of three rows of 
earthen barrows or huge oonieal mounds of earth, 
of which two run from north to south, and the 
third from east to west. General Cunningham, 
who visited them, considers them to be sepulchral 
mounds of early kings before Buddhism arose, and 
that their date is some time between 1500 and 600 
B.C. A small punch-marked silver coin was found 
on the spot, the date of which is anterior to 
Alexander the Great. A seal of black earthenware, 
with an inscription in the Gupta character, was 
also found, which must therefore be referred to a date 
some time between the second and third centuries 
A.D. At the end of the name Atavija is the 
mystic cross, over it the symbol of Dharmma, and 
to the left a trident, whioh shows that these mounds 
were certainly occupied by the Buddhists in the 
second or third century before Christ. General 
Cunningham is unable to determine where the 
earth forming the barrows came from, as there are 
no excavations near at hand. 

A short distance from these barrows stands the lion 
pillar of Lauriya Navandgarh. This consists of a 
single block of polished sandstone, 32 feet 9i inches 
high, with a top diameter of 26-2 inohes, and a 
base diameter of 35-5. The capital, whioh is 6 
feet 10 inohes in height, is bell-shaped, with a cir¬ 
cular abacus, supporting the statue of a lion facing 
the north. The abaous is ornamented with a repre¬ 
sentation of a row of Brahmin! geese peoking at 
their food. The lion is injured in the mouth, and 
the column bears the mark of a cannon-ball. The 
people near asoribe this injury to the Mussalmans; 
on the pillar is the following Muhammadan inscrip¬ 
tion Mahiudin-Muhammad Aurangzeb B&dshah 
Alumgir Ghazi, San 1071. 

Hie column is muoh thinner and lighter than the 
one at Ararij. The edicts of As oka have been 
beautifully inscribed, and there are also some 
unimportant inscriptions in modern Ndgri. The 
pillar is now worshipped as a phallus, and is eom- 
monly known as Bhim Singh’s Mthi, or olub. 

Hie inscription is in two columns with straight 
margins between and records in the Indo-P&li the 
famous fourteen edicts of Asoka. (3rd Century B.C.) 

The RAmpurwa pillar is similar to that of Lauriya 
Navandgarh in dimensions, that is to say, the dia- 
motor of the shaft at the top, is 26| inohes. Ifcift 
impossible to measure the diameter of the base, as it 
is buried in the ground much below the water 
level. It is, however, fair to assume that in its 
height and in the diameter of its base it would 
be found to agree with the lion pillar at Lauriya 
N avahd garh. Both the shaft and capital of the 
Ivampurwa monument are composed of very highly 
polished sandstone. The present position of the 








































raSTRICT~<?o*fc'««etf. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classi¬ 

fication. 

Rem auks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Protected with railings 

Pillar in good order. Deserves 
preservation, hut the mounds 
only need exploration. The 
pillar was some time ago provid¬ 
ed at the cost of Government 
with iron railings around it. 
These railings are in good 
order and looked after by the 
District Engineer. 

i a 

See pages 68 to 74 of Yol. I of 
tile Archaeological Survey 
Reports. Also page 107 of 
VoL XVI of those reports. 
For map, see Plate XXIII 
of Yol. I and for views see 
Plates XXV and XXYII of 
Yol. XVI of those reports. 

Also pages 254-5 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Champaran district. 

There are 4 photographs of 
the pillar and 4 photographs 
of the inscription in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta.. 

Not put to any use. No arrange¬ 
ments fox oustody. 

Lying neglected 

ii a 

See pages 110 to 117 of Yol. 
XYI of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. Also figure 
1, Plate XXVIII of the same 
volume. 

There are 2 photographs of 
the capital in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 
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(5) CHAMPl IiATjT 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


155 Champs ran 


Sitakimd 


Fort ruina 


Sit&’s tank ... 


pillar is nearly horizontal, and when General 
Cunningham first visited the site, the upper portion 
of the capital alone was visible. It appears that 
some attempt was subsequently made to exoavate 
the top of the column, but it has silted up again. 


Sit6.-kun.da, or “ Sita’s tank,” is a circular pond, 140 
feet in diameter, situated near the middle of an old 
fort without name, 10 miles to the south-south- 
east of Matihiri, and half a mile to the north of 
Madhuvan on the Bura Gandak, or Old Gandak, 
river. The site is evidently an old one, but no thin g 
whatever of its history, not even its name, is 
known to the ignorant yogis who now live there. 
The ramparts oi the fort are formed of two separate 
brick walls, with 8| feet of earth filled in between 
them. The outer brick wall is 10 feet thick, but 
the inner one is only 8 feet, so that the rampart is 
exaotly 211 feet thick. The fort is an irregular 
square of 450 feet each side. The north and east 
sides are quite straight, but the other two sides are 
irregular, that to the west being only 350 feet long 
with a projection in the southern half, which makes 
the south side with its salient angle about 550 feet 
long. There are large round bastions at the comers 
and in the middle of each face. The brick walls 
are still from 10 to 12 feet in height, but they 
must have been much higher originally, as the 
earthen rampart is generally about 20 feet in 
height, with a base of from 50 to 60 feet. The 
whole height of the rampart with its parapet oould 
not therefore have been less than 80 or even 35 
feet. In some places, on the west and north there 
are traces of a ditoh. Altogether the Sitakunda 
fort must have been a place of some strength in 
Hindu times, when guns were unknown and thiok 
and lofty walls could only he attacked by escalade. 

On the oast, the west, and the south sides there was 
a single entrance, and on the north there were 
apparently two gates, but the rampart on this face 
is so nearly obliterated that the position of the gates 
can only he inferred from depressions on the edge 
of the mound. 

The holy tank is a deep oiroular pond, with stone 
and brick staircases on three sides, leading down to 
the water’s edgo for the convenience of bathing. 
A great meld is held here annually on the Ram Na- 
vami of Oh ait, on the 9 th day of the waxing moon, 
when several thousands of people assemble to do 
honour to R4ma and Sit6. Near the north flight 
of steps there is a broken stono bull and a liii- 
gam with the remains of tho floor of an old temple 


























DISTRICT—# ntinued. 


Custody or present use. 

-£.......•££*- 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Rbmarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 






Not put to any use. No arrange¬ 
ments for custody. 


Probably capable and deserving 
of preservation. 


u<* 


See pages 22 to 25 of Yol. XYI 
of the Archaeological Suvrey 
Reports. 
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(5) OHAMPiEAl? 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Statues 


Fort ruins 


of oiva. i. o tlie south-east of the tank there is a 
hrick temple of Mahadeva as Girij'4 Nath, or the 
husband of the mountain-born goddess Girija or 
Parvati. 

On the southern rampart, close to the middle bastion, 
there are two small places of worship under trees— 
one dedicated to Garh-devf, and the other to Baran 
Vir. The former is tho tutelary goddess of the 
fort, but the latter is the shrine of a deified ghost * 
or spirit of a man who met with a violent death’ 
Nothing, however, is known about him. On the top 
of . western rampart, immediately opposite the 
principal temple, and under the shade of a magni¬ 
ficent tree, there is a small terrace oalled Yogi-ka- 
baithak, or the “Hermit’s seat.’ 5 In the northern 
part of the fort there are a few ruinous samadhis. or 
tombs, of former Yogis. 

But the principal temple, which stands close to the 
west side of the tank, is a whitewashed building 
27 feet square, with octagonal turrets at the four 
oornera and a domed roof. It looks exactly like a 
Muhammadan tomb, and there is a very stron°- 
euspioion that it really was a tomb which was 
appropriated by the Hindus during the troubled 
times of the break-up of the Delhi Empire. Inside 
under a separate canopy, whioh appears to be a late’ 
construction, there are seven black stone statues 
and one smaller figure of a different kind. They 
are E&m, Gauri S'arikar, Kali, Vishrm, Ganes, &o 
They are carved in stone and being to an ancient 
temple now gone. 

Vedivan is another fort enclosing a Hindu shrine. 

It is situated about half a mile to the south-west 
of the town of Madhuvan and one mile to the 
south of SiU-kunda. It is more than twice the size 
of Sita-kunda, being 925 feet long from north 
to. south, and 6 / 0 feet broad, with an average 
height of 12 feet above the fields outside. The 
ramparts appear to be of earth only. They are 
thickly covered with large trees, and are entirely 
surrounded by a broad shallow ditch. Two hun¬ 
dred feet from the northern end of the enclosure 
there is a lofty terraoe, 20 feet in height, surround¬ 
ed by a brick wall, with two long flights of steps 
on the north and east. The terrace is 91 feet long 
from east to west and 68 feet broad. On the 
western half of this terrace stands a domed build¬ 
ing, 16| feet square, with a verandah or portico on 
the entrance side, which faces the east. The only 
object of worship in this temple is a stone with a 
Muhammadan inscription, which is called Bhag- 
wan-ld-charan-pad or tho “footprints of Bhag- 
wan” ! The stone is two feet square and one foot 
thick, with seven lines of Arabic writing in the 
usual raked letters. Unfortunately the daily liba¬ 
tions of ghi and water have injured the letters so 
muoh that the record is not very legible. Appar¬ 
ently it is dated in A, H. 847. The words san 



























































DISTRICT- 

continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 


6 

* 

7 

8 

9 

Not put to any use. No ar¬ 
rangements for custody. 

Neglected ... 

* 

«» 

lie? 

See pages 25-26 of Yol. XYI 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 
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(5) 0HAMPARA.Is1 


No. 


District. 


157 


158 


Champaran 


Ditto 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Sarangarh 


Sagaidih 


Fort ruins .. 


Do. 


Gaya Pokhar 
and Bauddha 
Pokhar tanks. 


Tomb 
GrhulAm 
Husen Shah 


of 


sab a arbain, or “ the year seven and forty,” are 
quite plain, but the hundred word is not so clear; 
it looks like sam&n mayat, or 800. The name of 
Mahmud oocurs in it, and if this be the name of 
the reigning king, the record must belong to Mah¬ 
mud Sharki of Jaunpur, who reigned from A. If. 
844 to 863. 

In this ease we have not only the appropriation by 
the Hindus of a Muhammadan tomb as a plaoe of 
worship,, but the still more strange adoption of an 
Arabio inscription as an object of worship under 
the name of “ Bhagwair’s foot-prints.” There are 
two excavated chambers west of the Bedi, or altar, 
the high mound with a temple properly so called. 

S&rangarh, or Sarvangarh, is an old fort situated on 
the north hank of the Bur Gandak, five miles to 
the north-east of Matihari. It is also called Non- 
ach&ur-garh, or the “ fort of NonacMur,” a Dus&d 
king. The mound is high and oovered with old 
brioks and jungle. Some portions of the brick- 
walls also remain. 

Nonachitur, the Dus&d, is the hero of the Subahi- 
garh legend, and if he is the same person as the 
owner of Sarangarh, the lover of the Princess 
Subahi, must have been at least a petty chief, 
although of low caste. General Cunningham did 
not visit S&ragnarh, as he was informed that there 
were no remains except some ruinous briok walls. 
It is worthy of notice that all the oldest places in 
this country are situated ou the banks ,of the BClra 
Gandak or Old Gandak Biver. 

Sagar-dih, or the mound of Sagar village, is also 
called Bhisa, or “ the mound,” and is attributed 
to BAja Sagara, the Solar hero. It is there¬ 
fore also known as Sagar-garh, or “ Sagara’s castle.” 
It is 13 miles to the south of Matihari, and 10 miles 
to the north-east of Ke^ariyai. It stands on an 
elevated piece of ground 500 feet long by 300 feet 
broad, on the eastern bank of an oblong sheet of water 
called GayA-Pokhar. Nine hundred feet to the 
south-east, there is a fine large tank, 1,000 feet 
square, which is called simply’Pokhar, or “the 
tank,” and sometimes Bauddha Pokhar, which seems 
to point to the Buddhistic stupa close by. 

On the eastern embankment of the Bauddha Pokhar 
there is a small shrine in the shape of a round brick 
platform3 feet high, with a single knot on the 
top. This is the usual form of the Gr&rn Devata, 
or deified ghost, which is so extensively worshipped 
by all the lower classes. It is chiefly attended on 
Sundays and Mondays, when a young goat or sheep 
is sacrificed and. flowers are offered. 

At foot of themoundto the south-west there is a small 
brick tomb of Ghul&m. Husen Shah, who is more 
commonly known by the name of Mallang, or “ the 



























DISTRICT— continued. 


1 

Custody or present use. 

1 . ' ' .: 

1 , , ' 

Present state of preservation 
and 1 suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classi¬ 

fication. 

Remarks. 

6 

! 

7 

8 

9 

Not put to any use. No ar¬ 
rangements for custody. 

Negleoted. 

iirt 

See page 26 of VoL XVI of 
the Archaeological Survey 
. Reports. 

Not put to any use. No ar¬ 
rangements for custody. 

Neglected; further exploration 
necessary. 

ii a 

See pages 19-22 of Yol. XYI 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 
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(5) CHAMP AE AM 


No. 


District. 


Looality. 


Name of 
monument. 
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Bridges 


Stfipa 


madman. It is a small hriek building, only 18^ 
teet square, but it has 15 bigahs of land attached 
to if . Ihe present occupant is the fourth in de- 


-v/wv>vijl/c*X 4.V 4-0 VJLM3 dUUJltU IJJL U.U"’ 

scent from Mallang, so that the shrine may be about 
100 years old. The mound is 37 feet high, with a 
circular base nearly 200 feet in diameter. 

Due east, a few hundred feet, there are two bridges 
on the high road, ^ one of them with six piers and 
two abutments, which, from their dimensions, must 
contain about 4,500 cubic feet of solid brick-work, 
all of which was taken from the old stupa on the 
mound by one Yisvanath Babu years ago, when 
ho was making the road. 

General Cunningham dug a trench all round the 
building outside as well as a shaft down the centre, 
by which he ascertained that tho -stfipa stood on a 
payed terrace raised 20 feet above the ground. He 
sank both excavations below the foundations of the 
sthpa. The shaft was 12 feet in diameter at the 
top and about 9 feet below. At a depth of 12 feet 
the S1556 of the bricks suddenly changed from 15 
by 8| by 2| inches to 174 x 91 x 3| inohes. 
Ihxs was the level of the plinth on which the 
building was. erected. At first he thought that 
the large bricks might have been made specially 
for the plinth of the stfipa and the pavement of 
the terrace. But it afterwards struck him that 
they might have been the remains of a former 
stdpa which had become ruinous, and this, he 
thinks, must actually have been the case, as he 
found, amongst the large bricks at the bottom of 
the Shaft inside the roots of a decayed palm-tree 
standing quite upright. Prom this he concludes 
that, when the present stfipa was begun, the ruins 
Ox the previous building must have been overgrown 
with jungle, which was all cleared away and the 
top levelled, leaving the roots of this single palm 
embedded in the bricks of the older stfipa. There 
were 13 courses of large bricks forming the plinth 
of the existing building, which was 4 feet deep. 
If this plinth was the remains of a previous stfipa, 
as he supposes, then the old building must have 
been larger by twice the breadth of the plinth, or 
twice 5 feet 2 inches. 

In plan the present stfipa is a circle of 22 feet 
diameter at base, which decreases to 19| feet at the 
top of the ruin. In section, the lower part for 4£ 
tact consists of a few bold mouldings, above which 
the wall is quite plain at a height of 3 feet 2 
inches. Then comes a baud of moulding, 8 inohes 
deep, supported on 6-inch dentils or brackets. 
The wall is then divided into 14 faces by plain 
pilasters, 8 inches broad, without bases. ’ They 
must have had capitals, however, as General Cun¬ 
ningham found a single piece of brick carved with 
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a volute at one end similar to the volutes ■which 
he has seen in other brick capitals. The whole of 
the upper part of the stiSpa above the middle of 
the pilasters has been removed; but amongst the 
bricks lying about, he found a single specimen with 
a semi-ciroular end and sloping sides, which must 
have formed part of some circular ornament of the 
pinnacle. He found also that the bricks of the 
hemisphere had been made of two kinds, one with 
the long face carved, and the other with the short 
face carved, so that they must have been built as 
headers and stretchers. * That they formed part of 
the hemisphere waB proved by their being slightly 
bevelled on the outer or curved edge. One stretcher 
was 14 inches long outside by 121 inohes inside, 
and 8| inches broad. 

Two large cowries in good preservation were found 
inside the shaft, but nothing was discovered from 
which the age of the building might bo inferred. 
From the general appearance, however, as well as 
from the relative proportions of height and diame¬ 
ter, General Cunningham oondudes that it must be 
a mediaeval building, probably of the 9th or 10th 
century. That it cannot be older, is, he thinks,' 
proved by the discovery of the roots of o. palm tree 
embedded in the brick-work of a previous stupa; 
What may have been the age of this older stupa 
can only be guessed. It must, however, have been 
several centuries older than the present stfipa, as 
we must allow a long time for it to have beoome so 
ruinous that only its foundation was left to be over¬ 
grown with palm trees. 

The great paved platform, 20 feet high and 175 feet 
in diameter, on which the stupa was ereoted, must 
of course be as old as the original stupa. It was 
faced with a wall of brick all round, as General 
Cunningham found this outer wall at four different 
plaoes selected at random wherever the jungle was 
less dense. As the bricks of this wall were all of 
the smaller size found in the later stfipa, he con¬ 
cludes that the wall itself is most probably of the 
same age. Apparently, the wall sloped inwards, as 
he found in one place that only the three lower 
courses were perpendicular, above which four courses 
were stepped inwards, about 3 inches in each 
course, followed by another course 6 inches still 
further bank. Above this the faoe of the wall was 
broken; hut as continuous courses of bricks could 
be traced upwards on the face of the mound, he 
thinks it probable that the wall gradually reoeded 
until it reached the paved court on a level with the 
base of the sttipa. 

There is no tradition connected with Sagar Dih, 
except the common story which is told at so many 
other places, and which probably belongs to the old 
Buddhist times when travellers received hospitality 
in the monasteries. Formerly, the people say that 








































DISTRICT t- continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions fpi. 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

6 


7 


8 


Remarks 





















(5) CHAMPlllAlg 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


159 


Champaran 


TJncihidih 



Fort ruins 


travellers used to find cooking-pots lying ready for 
their use; but an avaricious Beniyd having carried 
off some on his pony, the cooking vessels have never 
been seen since. 

General Cunningham reports as follows:— 

“Of the places called TJnohadih or TJnohidih, there 
are two, one situated at a distance of 4| miles east 
by south from the village of Singasuni, and the 
other eight miles due north of the first Dih, close to 
a village called Jakiari. 

“I, however, heard, from the people of whom I made 
enquiries, about a garh situated half a mile west of 
Singasuni, and on visiting the spot, found it to be 
a mound covered in parts with broken brick. These 
remains measured about 130 feet long by 100 feet 
broad, and have a general eminence of a few feet 
from, the surrounding country; but the four corners 
are considerably higher, the highest of these (the 
south-west corner) being about 8 feet above the 
field level, and there is a winding road about 14 
feet broad, traces of which can be followed for upr 
•wards of a quarter of a mile. This road leads up to 
the northern face, which I make out to have been 
the entrance to the fort. 

“As the greater part of the day was spent in enquiries 
about Unchidih, and I wished to march next day on 
my road to Bettiah, we had not muoh time. How¬ 
ever, I excavated one of the comers thoroughly, and 
at.about three feet below the surface oame upon solid 
brickwork which only lasted for five courses, and 
•was of an irregular rounded form; this gave place 
to earth, showing that these comers must have 
been commenced with earth, ami after being carried 
up for about four feet with this material, brickwork 
was resorted to in carrying on tire building of these 
curious mounds at the four corners of this garh. 
They may have been bastions to the fort, or, more 
likely, are the foundations of four towers which 
once embellished the general design of this edifioe. 
Besides laying bare one of the corners, I made some 
desultory excavations through the sides of the 
mound, in the hope of finding some traces of ram¬ 
parts or walls; hut although three trenches were 
out through the north-east side, which was in the 
most regular and straight line, with the exception 
of a stray piece of brick here and there, which may 
have fallen in by acoident from the other parts of 
the ruins during its demolition, I did lWt find any¬ 
thing which would lead to even a supposition of 
walls having existed; at least they could not have 
been commenced at so low a level; but as the lower¬ 
most course of brickwork in the corner towers 
begins much above the ground level, the foundation 
of these walls might have rested on an eminence of 
earth. In the well, five feet in diameter, whioh I 
sunk, as near the centre of the mound as I oould, 
I was more successful; for at a depth of four feet 
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Cbamparan 


Kasturid 


Palace (fort). 


below the surface we found portions of four large 
bricks and nine pieces of bone, one large ; also a 
few beads similar to those found at Besarh in the 
excavations made in the great ruined fort there. 

I failed to connect the fragments of bone into any 
form, but from their appearance, should think they 
were human; possibly the heads may have 
been interred together with the bonea; but these 
being only mere fragments, it would be difficult, 
if not impossible, to arrive at any conclusion 
regarding this discovery. The most remarkable 
part of the remains is the curiously winding road 
above mentioned, which leads up to the north face 
of the mound. I traced this road for nearly half 
a mile; it takes a south-westerly direction, and, 
were it not covered with some scattered huts at a 
distance of little more than a quarter of a mile from 
the garh, in all probability the track may have 
extended a great deal further.' It is occasionally 
used by bullock-cart drivers travelling from one 
village to another with their wares; these oarts 
pass right through the ruined mound; and in con¬ 
sequence of this praotioe, it is much cut up with 
their ruts, hut the road itself, though very ruinous 
on the sides by age, does not seem to suffer much 
from this traffio. 

“ The natives are more than usually ignorant con¬ 
cerning these remains, and further than their 
forming a ruined fort (garh), they seem to know 
nothing; nor is the zamindhr of the village more 
enlightened on the subject.” 

On the west side of Sareyd, near the little Bakeya 
Ndld, and 16 miles nearly due east frpm Matihari, 
there is a large mound of brick ruins called Kas- 
turid, 160 feet long by 100 feet in breadth, and 4 
or 5 feet in height, whioh is said to be the remains of 
an ancient town. To the west of the mound there 
is a gigantic Pdkar tree (Ficus glomerata), about 15 
feet in diameter, under which is a seated female 
figure, which the people know as Durgdvati Bin!, 
but which appears to he the goddess Durgd, as she 
holds the usual bow and arrow. The stone is muoh 
injured below, but the figure of a lion, on which the 
goddess is seated, is faintly traceable. There is also 
a broken figure of Vishnu, and a carved stone, 2 feet 

II inches long, 9 inches broad, and 6 inches thick, 
whioh looks like a piece of a door-jamb, or arohi- 
trave, as there is a figure on it with bands of flowers. 

The mound is said to be the remains of a Chero 
Ii&j&’s palace. It has been dug up in all directions 
for bricks, which measure 13 by 10 by inches. 
The fields for half a mile round are strewn with 
broken bricks. Durgdvatl Rdni is said to have been 
the wife of one of the Ohero Rajhs, One day when 
she was seated under the I’aknr tree, a Vaneckara 
came up to her, and tried to take off her bracelets 
and other ornaments. She prayed for assistance, and 
was at once turned into stone with all her ornaments 







































DI8TRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


The mound is not now put to 
any use nor do_ any arrange¬ 
ments exist for its oustody. 


The Collector reports that fur¬ 
ther digging up of bricks will 
be prohibited by executive 
order. 


in 


See pages 26-27 of Yol. XYI 
of the Arohaeologioal Surrey 
Reports. 
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161 Muzaffarpur 


162 


168 


164 


Ditto 


Ditto • • • 


Ditto 


Hfijipur 


Bakrabesfirh 


Ditto 


Bes£rh 


J 6mi Mosque 


Lion, pillar 


Ruins of stupa 


Fort rains 


About a quarter of a mile up the Ganclak, and close 
to the Sonpur Ghat, is a stone mosque, which is 
about 80 yards long and II broad, and faces north. 
The front is of a plain description. The top con¬ 
sists of three hemispherical domes, the centre one, 
which is the largest, springs from the inner sides 
of the other two. Their architecture is very pecu¬ 
liar. They consist of horizontally placed rows of 
stone, each row being a circle, and each successive 
circle being smaller than the one immediately 
below, until the key-stone is reached, which is also 
circular. The fort is said to have been^ built by 
H&ji Ilyas, when be founded the town which bears 
his name, nearly 500 years ago. This mosque is 
asoribed to a certain Maks&s, in the time of Akbar. 
The mosque is huilt almost entirely of Hindu mate¬ 
rials, and apparently stands on an old Hindu site 
on the road leading down to Pathara Gh&t on the 
Gandak opposite Sonpur. The'stones still retain 
their old cramp holes, and even some portions of 
the iron cramps. At the time of General Oun- 
ningham’s visit in 3 880-81, the surrounding walls 
were being repaired with old Hindu brioks brought 
from the ruins of a temple called Marhai, two miles 
to the north. The mosque is a plain building 84f 
feet long by 33i feet broad, but being made en¬ 
tirely of stone is a conspicuous object. 

Bakrabesdrh' is near Snrayti, 18 miles south-west of 
Muzaffarpur. This is a monolith supporting a lion 
carved in stone. It consists of a plain cylinder about 
24 feet high, on the top of which is a pedestal with the 
lion. The cylinder is in one piece, the height of the 
whole being about 30 feet. Its depth below ground 
is unknown, but it must be very great, as some 
persons once dug down several feet and failed to 
reach the foundation. The stone is covered with 
names, many of them English. Of these some date 
from 1793. Dr. Riijendra Lain, Mitra says that this 
was erected by As ok a in the third oentury before 
Christ, and that it has counterparts at Gazipur and 
Allahabad. It stands in the courtyard of a Brah¬ 
man’s house, but no religious meetings are held there. 

Immediately to the north and outside the courtyard 
there is a ruined brick stupa with an old pipal tree 
growing on the top. This place is famous in Bud¬ 
dhist annals as the spot where the second Bud¬ 
dhist synod was held, 443 B.C. Ther^ was a fine 
statue of PadmapuiL 

The village of Besarh, or Besadh, as it is commonly 
called by the people, has been identified by General 
Cunningham with the ancient Buddhistieal site 
described by Iliuen Tsiarig, the Chinese pilgrim, 
under the name of Vaisali; and its position and 
bearings with the surrounding stations of Hajipur, 
Patna, and Bakhra certainly tend to confirm this 
identity beyond any reasonable doubt. The 
population cf this rather extensive village seems to 
consist chiefly of Babhans, apparently a powerful 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

In tha custody of Moaygami 
Akramul Haq. 

Fair order 

7 > '■ 7, ( ; ’ i j ; ■ 

ii6 

See pages 5-6 of Yol. XVI 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

Also pages 70-72 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Tixhut district. 

In the custody of the Br&hman 
in the courtyard of whose 
house it stands. 

Ditto 

ii6 

See pages 92-93 of YoL XYI 
of the Archmological Survey 
Reports. 

In custody of above ««• 

Still in ruined oondition. No 
recent changes* 

ii& 

Ditto ditto* 

In the proprietor’s custody ... 

In ruins. Traces of the old ram¬ 
parts, the ditch, the temple of 
Baukatesvar, and the well have 
all been found. Two carved 
pillars and four votive stupas 
were removed from this place to 
the Hajipur cutcherry, whenoe 
they have been brought down 
to the Indian Museum Oal« 
cutta, by Babu P. 0. Mukerji. 

lib 

See pages 443 to 446 of Vol. I 
of Cunningham’s Ancient 
Geography of India. 

Sec pages 89-91 of Yol. XVI 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 
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order of inferior Brahmans. The principal anti¬ 
quarian feature of this plaoe is, of course, the 
remains of a vast fort or palace (garh) called by the 
people Raja Visal-ka-garh. Its present appeaianoe 
is merely that of a huge brick-covered mound, 
having a general height of about 6 feet above the : 
surrounding plain, becoming somewhat higher at I 
the corners, where can plainly he traced the 
remains of brickwork. Also in many places along 
the side walls (ramparts ?) the ancient masonry is j 
visible. This celebrated mound is thus described 
by General Cunningham 

“The fort is a large briek-oovered mound of earth 
1,580 feet long from north to south, by 750 feet 
broad from west to east, measured from edge to 
edge. It has rounded towers, and the whole is 
surrounded by a ditch which was full of water at 
the time of my visit. The ruined ramparts along 
the edge and the four towers at the corners are 
somewhat higher than the mass of the mound, 
which has a general elevation of from 6 to 8 feet 
above the country. The height of the north-west 
bastion I found by measurement to be 12 feet 
above the fields and 15 feet above the bottom of the 
ditch, where it was dry. The main entrance was 
in the middle of the south face, where there still 
exists a broad embankment across the ditoh as well 
as a passage through the rampart. In the northern 
face there was probably only a postern gate, as 
there is no passage through the rampart, and no 
trace of any embankment across the ditch, except¬ 
ing the fact that the only dry part of the ditch is 
on this face. The only building within the fort 
is a small brick temple of modern date.” 

General Cunningham noticed a ourious hollow in 
the centre of the fort, about 15 feet broad, re¬ 
sembling a road. This depression in the earth runs 
from east to west across the mound, and was in all 
probability the spaoe or courtyard between the 
buildings which once stood on this site. The traces 
of bastions are lost in parts where the natives have 
been digging for the sake of bricks. On the south¬ 
ern side on the spot, where it is supposed the 
principal gate stood, there appear to Lave been 
recent excavations. Six excavations were made to 
a depth of 6 feet, three being near the principal 
gate. They yielded little of interest, except a very 
strange piece of stone measuring about 4 inobes by 

3 inohes by 1 inch thick, which is supposed by the 
hollow or receptacle out out of it to be an ink- 
holder. This piece of sculpture also bears a short 
inscription, concerning which, however, there is yet 
some doubt, as some of the characters are damaged; 
but it is expected that the inscription will throw 
muoh light on the real use of this most interest- | 
ing antiquity, when it is satisfactorily deciphered. 

On the south-western corner of the fort stands a 
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Tomb of Mir 
Abdftl. 


Gaya Pokhar 
Ganga talao 
and Pukhaim 
tanks. 


small Hindu temple of modern oonstruotion, con¬ 
taining three very fine metal figures which the 
natives connected with the temple say are three 
out of a number of suoh images which were 
brought from a certain king in the Dakshin by a 
pandit who put them up in this temple at Besfirh, 
and all hut these three are supposed to have 
since then been stolen. It is also popularly believed 
that the original collection oost the Dakshin King 
ten thousand rupees. The centre figure is’ about 
2 feet high, including its pedestal, and the two 
others, apparently, attendants, about 14 inches. 
They are very minutely chased with ornament¬ 
ation, and, besides being in excellent preservation, 
are. remarkably large for metal figures. After 
having them grouped together by the priest in 
charge of the temple, who is a very obliging man, 
General Cunningham photographed these speci¬ 
mens. About 300 yards south-west of the ruined 
fort there stands a huge mound or stupa of solid 
brickwork, 23 feet 8 inches high, with a large 
flight of steps leading from the south side to the 
summit, which is covered with some Muhammadan 
tombs, of which the principal is that of the 
Mussalm&n saint Mir Abdul. This tomb is 
generally believed by the people to be 500 years 
old. There is also another tomb hard by the 
southern face of the fort, on a small mound, 
where a Muhammadan festival is held yearly 
when men of all ages danoe round the holy spot 
with switches and pans in their hands, chanting a 
uirgo of some kind. The day for this cei’emony 
fortunately occurred during General Cunningham’s 
stay at Lesarh, and is, he was told, the anniversary 
of tlie death of the saint whom the people simply call 
Makhdum, and appear content to pay his memory 
all this homage without even knowing his name. 

Mr. Beglar wishes to bring to notice the following 
statement which is made by General Cunningham in 
the last paragraph of page 18, Volume XVI of the 
Arohseologioal Survey Reports “ The Rina’s, or 
Ivciiu s palace, i.n which X made some excavations 19 
years ago, was an old Buddhist establishment, with 
a temple 10 feet square inside, enshriuinga colossal 
riguie of Buddha. This statue was removed only 
two yeare ago by the Bengali Babu of the Ram- 
garh Indigo Factory. All the bricks have been 
onn £ U ? an( * * xere 18 now only an earthen mound, 

r lifo T qUare ’i C , 0VerGd with fragments of bricks, 
in i was able to trace some portions of cells 
on the eastern side. I conclude, therefore, that the 
Kamvvas was the site of a large Buddhist monas- 
tery with a vihar or temple inside. According to 
some people, the mound was also called Gorai, but 
the common name which everybody knows is 

Ohhknum.idt. < P a i aoe oi the RanP of Raja Ben 

To the north of the Garh, close by, arc the tanks 
called Gya Pokhar, Ganga talio, and Puhkaim. 
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165 

166 


167 


Muzaffarpur 
Ditto ... 


Ditto 


Majorgunge 

Subbegarh 


Jauri Dih 


Bamanji’s 
temples and 
tank. 

Sukesvar Nath 
Temples ... 

Fort ruins ... 


Tombs of 
Ghulam Ma- 
hiuddin and 
Muhammad 
Jubar. 

Fort ruins ... 


About half-a-milo west of the Besarn Garh and 
the temple of Bankateavar there are three temples 
situated close together which are known as S'hafi- 
karji’s temples and are also called Samadlii temples 
or Bamanji’s temples. There is a tank in the place 
whioh passes by the name of Bamanji’s tank or 
Buma Pokhar. 

There are several temples here, hut they were not 
seen by Mr. Beglar. 

Subahigarh or Subbegarh is the name of a ruined 
fort situated in a bend of the Joga river, an old 
branch of the BAgmati, which surrounds it on all 
sides. The fort is 1,300 feet long from north to 
south by 400 feet broad. The highest point of the 
ramparts is not more than 10 feet above the fields 
to the north and east, and the general level of the 
interior is 2 Or 3 feet lower. The walls were of 
brick, but they must have fallen down long ago, 
as there are very few bricks now remaining except 
on the river faoes to the west and south. The 
bricks are 13 by 8| by 2| inches. Near the middle 
of the fort there is a high mound about 150 feet 
square with remains of walls, which is said to have 
been the residence of R4 ja Suhel Deo. At a short 
distance to the south there are two Muhammadan 
domed tombs of Ghulam Mahiuddin and Muham¬ 
mad .Tubar, whioh are only 50 years old ; and still 
further to the south there is a third tomb with a 
small Idgah. 

Jauri Dih is 3 miles south of the Bhagwanpur Railway 
Station. The legend of Jauri Dih "is that there was 
a fort and town of the Ghero Raj at this spot long 
anterior to the Muhammadan conquest, and that the 
country around belonged to the Dusad people before 
even the RAjputs appeared ; that it was still held 
by them under their own caste kings, after the 
Brahmans had lived amongst and taught them; 
that finally an enemy appeared from the west, and 
the Chero Raj A, or at any rate the chief of the fort, 
sallied forth to battle, leaving word that if they 
saw his standard remain erect, they would know 
he was victorious, but that if they saw it fall they 
would know him to be beaten, and were then to set 
fire to the castle to escape falling into the hands of 
the enemy. Tho standard-bearer, however, let fall 
his flag when the battle was over, and the garrison 
of the fort and women, thinking the chief dead and 
the battle lost, shut themselves into the castle, 
which was three-storied, and set fire to it. On the 
chief’s return he found his castle a pile of dames 
and his family perished, so in despair he threw him¬ 
self into the flames and died. The above is the 
most authentic account procurable, though there are 
some few variations given as to the ohief throwing 
himself into the well alter his family and treasure 
had been thrown in si but as there are several indi¬ 
cations of the place having been fired, and none of 
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6 

7 
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Mahant Rajkumar 

Good 

ii& 


Dida Ali Shah ... 

Ruined state 

iii 

See pages 30-32 of Vol. XVI 
of the Aroheeologioal Survey 
Reports. 





The land is now brought under 
cultivation by the maliks of 
the mauza Narsing Narayan 
Singh being the chief of them. 

In ruins. Nothing need be done 

: 

iib 

See page 86 of Vol. XVI of 
the Archeeologioal Survey 
Reports. 


PF P 2 





















((1) MU Z AFP ARP U Jt 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

168 

Muzaffarpur 

SitamarH 

Sita’s Temple 

a well, the former seems the more probable. Every¬ 
thing found points to a purely Hindu origin, and 
not a single small brick, so typical of the Muham¬ 
madan, is to be found. The remains of the votive 
figures of^men and horses and eharaghs and toys 
are also of Hindu origin. One would think it must 
have been a temple previously, and the debris on 
the hillsides and at the village site should he exam¬ 
ined for remains. This would not be difficult. 
The country is low and no great depth of excava¬ 
tion would he necessary. It is stated that after 
the destruction of the town the place relapsed 
into a thick jungle for a long time, but that the 
surrounding country was cleared by the forefathers 
of the present occupants, and then a Brahman 
built a small temple at the site of the pipal tree 
now standing at the north-east comer of the mound. 
No vestige of this temple is now to be seen. 
Even 80 years ago wild pig used to inhabit the 
mound, which is now quite bare of jungle. No 
one has excavated the place within the knowledge 
of any one, nor have they heard of such a thing, 
but it is said that when on one occasion some men 
proceeded to the spot to dig for treasure, they were 
so alarmed at a noise, and by a dragon whioh they 
saw, that they ran off, and no one has since dared 
to dig there. 

The most holy sites in the district are SItimarhi 
and Sit&kund. At the former place SItt, the 
bride of Bama, is fabled to have been born or pro¬ 
duced from the earth, while at the latter she is 
said to have bathed when on her way to he married 
to Bama. 

SItamarhi, or SIt&’s temple, lies on the west side of 
Mithila, 48 miles to the north-west of Ddrbbifiga, 
and 35 miles nearly due north from Muzaffarpur. 

The following story of Sit&’s birth is quoted from 
Professor Dowson SIM» a ‘furrow/ In the 

Yeda Sitfi is the furrow, or husbandry, personified 
and worshipped as a deity presiding over agricul¬ 
ture and fruits. In the K&m&yana and later works 
she is the daughter of Janaka, King of Videha, and 
wife of E&ma. The old Vedio idea still adhered 
to her, for she sprang from a furrow. In the R&- 
mayana her father Janaka says; As I was plough¬ 
ing my field, there sprang from, the plough a girl, 
detained by me while cleaning my field, aud known 
by name as Sit& (the furrow). This girl sprung 
from the earth grows up as my daughter/ Hence 
she is styled Ayonij£, * not born from the womb/ 
Hence 8it& is also known as Bhumija, Dharanlsuti, 
and P&rthuni, all meaning ‘daughter of the earth/ ” 

;69 

Ditto 

Ditto (mahalla 
Chak Mitlula). 

Temples 

! ! 

The present temple of Janaki is modern, but the story 
connected with the temple shows that the ctdhcin 
has been in existence for a long time. It is said 
that after Sita’s marriage her father, Bajarshi 
Janak, set up the stone figures to mark the site 
where Janaki (SIta) was found in the course of his 

























DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation,, 

Classifi¬ 

cation, 

flfCy 

Remarks, 

6 

7 

8 



Mahant Bh&gvat Das 


These temples are in the cus¬ 
tody of the Mahant of 
Sxtamarhi. A meld (fair) is 
held here on the R&mnavamx 
day in the month of C/iait, 
when people from all directions 


Good repair 




ii6 


These temples are in a fairly 
good condition and are white¬ 
washed every year- before the 
mel&, and repairs are made from 
time to time, which, according 
to the Babaji, aoeounts for the 


iii 


See page 35 of Vol. XVI of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

See pages 67-68 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Acoount of tile 
Tirhut district. 


See page 97 of Vol. XVI of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 































(6) MTJZAFFARPtfR 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Temples of 
Bhuvanes- 


vara. 


Residence 


ploughing the field. Just to the south of the 
temple is a tank of moderate dimensions, which 
is known as the Janaki kund. Sita (J anaki) is said 
to have sprung up at a spot in the middle of this 
kund, and Rajarshi Jamah excavated the tank and 
set up the figures of Rama, Sita, and Lakshman 
to mark the site. Since then, however, the land 
became covered with jungle. About 600 years ago 
a Sadhu named Berwal Bass came to know by 
Divine inspiration as to where Sita was bom, and 
came here from Ajodhya, cleared the jungle, and 
found the images. He built a small temple over 
them and commenced the worship of J Anaki. 

To the south of the temple of Janaki is another 
temple (mausoleum) over the ashes of the first three 
Mahants of the temple of Janaki, viz., Svaml Birhal 
BAs, Svami Hiranand, and Svaml Dhnram Das. 

Deokalli is the name of a group of temples situated 
on a square mound, about 15 feet high, near the 
village of Dharmapur. It is four miles to the east 
of Shewpur and 11 miles to the west of Sitamarbi 
or Mithila. The courtyard is a square of about 
200 feet, enclosed with a brick wall, which forms 
the outer edge of the mound. The entrance is on 
thewe 3 t, a long flight of steps leading up from a fine 
lake a quarter-of-a mile in length from east to west. 

The prinoipal temple, named Bliuvanesvara, holds 
a blaok stone lingam, of irregular shape, like a 
meteorite, and about 11 or 12 inches in diameter, 
but flat on the top. This temple is evidently old, 
as its floor is some 8 or 9 steps below the level oi 
the courtyard in which it stands. The people 
attribute its building to the satjug, and say that 
it is the oldest temple in this part of the country; 
but unfortunately it is completely whitewashed, 
so that it is difficult to ascertain its age.. There 
are several carved stones inside, and outside there 
is a large lingam, about 3 feet high and 2 feet in 
diameter, which looks like a piece of monolith pillar. 

An annual mela is held here on the Sivaratri, or 
last day of the waning moon of PhAlgun. 

Some people call the Deokalli mound Draupadgarh, 
and affirm that it was the fort of Raja Drupada. 
We may acoept the name while we repudiate its 
connection with the father of Draupadi of the 
Makabhirata. 

This residence is a very interesting building, as it 
is now very like what it was in the time of the 
Dutch and was evidently built with a view to 
defence in case of attack. It.it probably under 
200 years old, but is interesting as the oldest 
European residence in these parts. It is situated 
on the banks of the Gandak near. Lallgunge. 
There are no records in the possession of the 
Manager prior to the transfer of the residence from 
the Dutch East India Company in 1791. The 






























DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

& 

flock here. A large number 
of people come to see the 
deities every day, and the 
daily puja is conducted by a 
pandit. 

modern look of the temple of 
Janaki The other temples of 
Hanumdn, Mah&deva, and 
Ganesa are quite modern and 
do not olaim any antiquity. 
The income of the temple 
is veiy large, being mainly de¬ 
rived from the offerings of 
pilgrims, a large number of 
whom gather here every year. 
The Mahanfc has to look after 
the preservation of the temple, 
for which he enjoys the taluka 
of Sit&marhi, hounded on the 
north by maum Bhahadeopur, 
on the west by Punomer, on the 
south by Khanka, and on the 
east by the stream known as 
Lakshmanji or Lakskmana Debt 



Sheo Sharan Bhasti and Rajni- 
da Bhasti. 

Good 

iifi 

See pages 29«30 of Vol. XYI 
of the Arokseological Survey 
Reports. 

Also page 68 of Hunter’s Sta- 
tistical Account of the Tir- 
hut district. 

Used as the residence of the 
Manager of the Singhia Indigo 
Faotory. 

In good condition ... 

iii 

See page 73 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Tirhut 
district. 
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(6) MUZAFFAEPUR 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


property was in that year put up for sale by order 
of the Hon’ble Isaac Iitzsingh, member of the 
supreme council of Batavia and Director at 
Hooghly (Ohinsurah), and of Antoine de Mnffe 
and John George Van Ambungla, members of 
the hon’ble court of judicature, Hooghly, and 
was bought by a Bengali merchant, Jagannath 
Sarcdr for Rs. 100. The auction took plaoe on 
29th July 1791. and the deed of sale bears dated 
29th October 1791. Babu Jagannath Sarcdr sold 
it in 1795 to Mr. John Colhs for Es. 435, and 
in 1801 it changed hands again, passing to 
Mr. James Nasmyth for Es. 750. In the old 
records it is constantly referred to and care for 
its preservation doubtless induced Government 
to go to some expense for the maintenance of the 
Gandak embankment. 


(7) DlRBHiNGA 


172 


Ddrbh&ngd 


Bindras 


Bajd Bull’s fort 


This fort is situated about, 16 miles north west of 
Madubani near the district road to Lankaba.. Only 
the ramparts are standing, but these are in good 
repair. The walls enolose a reotangale about 
500 by 300 yards in length and are about 10 feet 
in height. The remains of round towers about 
40 feet in height are standing at each of the four 
corners. The interior of the fort is overgrown with 
jungle and is uninhabited except by a solitary 
Bairagi who keeps the shrine of RdjA Bull, who 
is worshipped as a local divinity. No information 
can be collected from the people round as to who 
Rdja Bull was or when the fort was built. They 
say that Rdjd Bull and Ids army still inhabit it, 
and in consequence of this they are afraid to bring 
it into cultivation, though they allow their cattle 
to graze there in the daytime. Nothing, however, 
would induce them to visit it at night. This popular 
superstition is doubtless the reason of the excellent 
state of preservation of the ramparts, as had it not 
been for this, the people could certainly have removed 
the bricks of which it is composed. These bricks 
are well burnt and large/being about 11 inches 
in length, A former subdivisional officer while 
carrying out some excavations in the fort was 
attacked by fever and had to give up the work. 
This circumstance has greatly strengthened the 
superstition with regard to the sacredness of the 
fort, as the people believe that Rdjd Bull himself 
sent the fever. The country round is dotted 
with mounds in which brioks similar to those in 
the fort are found. These were probably constructed 
at the same time as the fort, to serve as outposts. 
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Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


6 


DISTRICT. 



The ramparts are in an excellent 
state of preservation. 
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7. mii.GA.Xu'Pmj, 


- ' classifi 

[See Government o£ India, Home Department 

I.—Those monuments which, from their present condition and historical or 

II.—Those monuments which it is now only possible or desirable to save 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like. 

III.—Those monuments which, from their advanced stage of decay or 

I (a) and II (a ).—Monuments in the possession or charge of Govern 
of conservation. 

I (b) and II (b). —Monuments in the possession or charge of private 

(1) MONGHYR 


No. 

District. 

Locality* 

Name of 
monument* 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

i 

4 

5 

1 

Mongkyr ... 

Mongbyr 

Fort 

The fort is built of stone with bastions and 
gates in the usual Muhammadan style. On the 
northern gate, near the Railway Station, are 
several oarved stones, belonging to an ancient 
temple. At the Kastaharan ghat are some old 
sculptures and an inscription in old Devaridgari two 
lines and a half long on the side wall of the flight 
of steps. Here is also a covered ghat, accessible 
through a gate, for the females of the Muhammadan 
Governor. 

Several old dargas and masjids, inside and outside of 
the fort, have been utilized as dwelling-houses, and 
are in good order. A few have inscriptions. There 
are also dargas inside the compounds of many of 
the dwelling-houses. 

2 

Ditto 

H&sanpur, 

Jayanagar. 

Fort ruins ... 

There was a fort on Hasanpur Hill, said to have been 
built by Raj a Indra Dyurnna, the last Hindu king, 
where he buried his treasure. Remnants of 
ancient buildings composed of bricks and stone 
were also found there. Rut no ruined buildings 
nor structures of antiquity, nor inscriptions on 
stones are now to be seen on the hill. In the vicinity 
of the hill there are foundations of walls of 
ancient brick buildings, cut stones, and various sorts 
of idols. There is a rook-out inscription much 
defaced. 

8 

: 4 

Ditto 

Sit^kirgLcJla 

Hot spring ... 

A great plaoe of pilgrimage and a place largely fre¬ 
quented for ablutions. There are a few old sculp¬ 
tures, chiefly broken, built into the walls of the fort. 
One or two pieces of late Gupta sculpture alone 
remain to mark the age ef the original temples. 
The spring is enclosed by pueoa walls and iron 
railings. 

4 

i 

Ditto 

Singi Rilvlii Hill, 
thund Surajgarh. 

Temple of' 

Singi Rikki. 

This temple is situated on a high hill in the Kharak¬ 
pur range, 20 miles to the south-west of Monghyr 
and ten miles to the west-north-west of Bmmband. 
The temple is fabled to be the site of the hermitage 
of Sriugi Rilhi of the Rdmdyana. It is visited 
by many Hindu pilgrims. It has a tank which 
never fails. 





























DIVISION. 


CATION. 

Eosoiution No, 3—108—83, dated 26th November 1883.] 

archaeological value, ought to bo maintained in permanent good repair, 
from further decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve— 
meat, or in respect of -which Government must undertake the cost of all measures 

bodies or individuals. 


DISTRICT. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Eemaeks. 

6 

* 

7 

8 

9 

Municipality and Priests 


i b 

v/*' • 

See pages 44-5 of Yol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

Also pages 15 to 18 of Yol. XY 
and Appendix of theArohseo- 
logical Survey Reports. 

Also pages 62 to 69 of Hun¬ 
ter’s Statistical Account of 
the Monghyx district. 

The town was visited by Mrs. 
Parkes on 29th October 1836. 
See page 69 of Yol. II of her 
travels. 

The hill lies in the zamindari 
of Babu Ram Singh and others 
of H&sanpur. 

Neglected 

ii& 

1 ' \ 

See pago 23 of Yol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

Also pages 159-60 of Yol. Ill 
and pages 117-18 of Yol. XY 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

There are photographs of some 
of these sculptures in tne 
Indian Museum, Calcutta, 

In tho custody of the Brah¬ 
mans of Sitakunda, who gene¬ 
rally term themselves l’an- 
dis. 

Well cared for 

id 

!. ; ' 1 , , #■- 

See pages 69 and 70 of Vol. II 
of Mrs. Parkes’ travels. 

Also pages 42-43 of Vol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

In the custody of Brahmans ... 

Neglected 

i b 

\ 

See pages 19 and 20 of Yol. 
XY of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. 
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(1) MONGHYR 


No. 

District. 

Locality- 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

Monghyr... 

Risbi Kunda ... 

Hot spring ... 

This is about a mile south, from Bhurka and at the 
foot of the hill. It has been made a place of 
worship, and a reservoir has been built to collect 
water. 

6 

Ditto 

Katihar, than& 
Sura j garb. 

GauriiSafikaj 

temple. 

* The temple was erected in the last century by Mano 
B&rn Mahajan of Katihar. A fair is held here 
twice a year, viz., in the months of January and 
October, which is attended by large numbers of 
people. 

7 

Ditto 

Monkey Island, 
tkan& Barifilpur. 

Temple of Jaya 
Mafigald. 

There is no special tradition regarding it. It is 
dedicated to the goddess Jaya MafigaM, who is the 
same as Durgd or Bbiav&ni In 1894 Noonos Babu of 
Shakarpura repaired the shrine and built a small 
pueca house for pilgrims. The shrine is a small 
square edifice about 15' x 15' with a semi-domed 
roof. There is a low door in the front, which when 
opened, discloses a painted figure of the goddess in 
a niche in the wall opposite. Tho building, is 
reputed to be very ancient and is of some sanctity, 
pilgrims coming to it from other districts. The 
great festival is the DurgA Fuji. The temple is 
situated on an island in the Kabar Tal commonly 
known, as Monkey Island. There are no Other 
buildings on the island, which is all overgrown 
with jungle and traversed only by rough paths. The 
island seems at one time to have been fortified and 
there are traces remaining of brick walls. 

8 

Ditto 

A> 

Lakshrnisarai ... 

Ruins of Stfipa 

The remains of a stfipa explored by General Cun¬ 
ningham. Numerous very fine pieces of sculp¬ 
ture exist here, and extensive mounds on both sides 
of the river. A large collection of statues for the 
Indian Museum was made by Babu P. 0. Muk- 
herji in 1893. 

There are a number of sculptures lying here and there 
on the banks of an old tank. Three of the best were 
taken away in 1893 by Babu P. 0. Mukkerji 
and made over to the Indian Museum. There are 
at present: 1 image of Gaiie^a, 3 of Mah&deva, 1 of 
Vishnu, 1 of Gaurfsafikar and 3 of JagadambA 
There are also a few small sculptured images of 
different Hindu deities. The marks of vermilion 
on them show that they are worshipped by the 
people of the neighbourhood. There were formerly 
temples which are now in ruins. 
































m&TMOT^mtinued. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Glassifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 



11 fill Ifllllllfil 

7 . 


8 


9 



Brahmans 


is 


Sirajpuri Groshai 
charge of the temple. 


now m 
It is 


in use. 


Jn the custody of the family of 
hereditary P&nd6s, 


Unknown 


The Ganges has now encroached 
to within 22 feet of the 
temple, and stones should be 
thrown along the slope to 
prevent further erosion. ^Tliere 
was a gh&t consisting of 26 
steps leading to the river near 
the temple. Of these, only 8 
steps remain, 2 having been 
washed away in 1894, and 16 
in June 1895. Part of the side 
wall of the ghat is under¬ 
mined. The temple is jnot 
damaged yet, but as the river 
has cut into the hank 16 feet 
in one year, it may probably 
be in danger shortly. 

The shrine is in good repair ... 


In ruins 


ib 


ii b 


See page 198 of Yol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 
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(1) MONGHYE 


No. 


District. 


Locality.. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Tomb of Muk- 
dom Saheb. 


There are at present four pieces of stone in the 
darga. On two of them which are now used as 
door-posts of Mukdom Sdheb’s dargfi, there are 
figures of Hindu deities, and on the other two pieces 
which are kept inside the dargd there are inscrip¬ 
tions in Arabic, . The inscriptions are given below 
with a translation of one of them in English. 
There were other fine specimens of sculpture, many 
of which have been taken away by the people of the 
neighbourhood for the purpose of worshipping 
them. The darga is enclosed by brick walls. 

• 1 ' V / 'Y « 

55 ** . 
yWt^lb-LJ/ Uf 

\y £$fuwh* U> \j iSjxJ\ tjjlxi ^Jyo U 

c* Ual <**)1 ^ J | yj) | & Ai) | ^ JU ( kSh) |jj ijJ 4^1! 

t U) 

•Jt I ui J) . 

JlI) j Iijsk. 

{+o 

•* &5 U 

Jj* J V *«:*** «&* ^ t£*| J*>| t 

e*-~~ilaL# ajUj |J4 ^—&Lyt jy ^ Jyt viij 
jj)l <£- gL&y.) |||| 

j$\ C y Jyy »UjU^ 

£" &U^ C/V 4»f^° *ti Lf**l £. »UoIj 

IV V (^^1 CLj^hp Aflfl} tJJUjj {^*0 <JU LOj 

C5J ^ 

&jjOj|j5 U^d ^UJ| y jj iJjji* 

* f j} 


t Translation. 

This Jdm4 Masjid was built and dedicated to us 
Musulmans, in the time of Sult&n Euknuddin, 
son of the succeeding Emperor of the Turks and 
A jam* (country of the Barbarians), and in the time 
of the respected Emperor of Turkestan (Turkey) 
Akhtiaruddin and in the time of the Emperor 
Ziauddin, i*e, 9 this mosque was dedicated in the time 
of three emperors, and the inscription was written in 
677 Hijri, in the time of victorious G&zi Ziauddin. 
God preserve his state and wealth. 

* Ajam>— All countries except, their own are called by the 
Arabians “A jam,” just as the Eoinans called the other 
nations of the world ‘ Barbarians/ 


■PnHlnipl 
































DlSTEICT-wifcam/. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Rem auks. 


0m%: 


The darga is in charge of a 
Muhammadan named’ Tajali, 
and is used by the Muham¬ 
madans as a place of worship. 


The necessary repairs are made 
by Tajali and others. 


lift 



























(1) MONGHTR 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

8 

4 

5 





Rajaona, thin a 
Lakshmisarai. 


S’ikpura 


Vicinity of S'ik- 
pura. 


Pillars 


Kiwi Kol Hills 


Nongarh, thina 
Sikandra. 


Tomb 


Mathokar tank 


Temples 


Stfipa 


The finest sculptures in the whole of Bihar not yet 
seized and carried off to temples and museums are 
to be found here, as Well as beautiful specimens 
of pillars elaborately sculptured. There are still 
some stone idols also here, but one was taken by 
a Marwiri to Lakshin isarfii Old Bazar and there 
enshrined. There are extensive mounds from 
Raghogarh to Balgudar. The sculptured pillars 
are of the 7th or 8th century, A.D.and aro orna¬ 
mented with has reliefs and inscriptions which 
General Cunningham calls “flourished letters.” 
They were in use all over Northern India during 
those centuries. 

Babu P. C. Mukherji made a large collection of 
relics here including the sculptured pillars and 
statues of Khli and Padmapdni. 

There is one very famous darga which ought to be 
kept in repair by the officiating Khadims. There 
is some small income from lauds attached to the 
darga. 

Two fine tanks and some minor remains in the 
vicinity of S'ikpura, within a radius of six miles, are 
well worthy of preservation. The Mathokar tank 
lies at a distance of two miles from S’ikpura on 
the west. 

Near a place called Puchua, about three miles to the 
east of S'ikpura, there is an artificial pass about 
100 cubits long over a hill. It is said to have 
been cut by a Mabommedan P4dsM of ancient 
times who had his palace to the south of the hill. 
A gey AIM (milkmaid) who used! to come daily 
to supply milk at the palace from some village 
to the north had to make a long detour round the 
hill, and to make an easy passage for her, the 
P&dsh& cut this pass. This tradition is retained 
m the name of the pass, “ Goy&lin Kham. ” There 
is an inscription on a rock near the pass which 
archaeologists have hitherto failed to read. 

On the north side of the hill are some very old 
Muhammadan tombs; these axe said to contain the 
bodies of the 18 sons of an ancient Muhammadan 
saint called Makhdoom Devaz Manarin. All the 
18 sons are said to have been born together. 

These are temples of no great age, but they are built 
on and incorporate parts of old Jain temples. 

Situated 10 miles south-east of the Lakhisarai rail¬ 
way station. The stfipa and the red stone statue 
found in it are of great interest. Gn the east of 
the stfipa are the remains of, presumably, monas¬ 
teries, which have been eaten away by the river Keul. 
A few fragments of soulpture are in the village. 
There are also some stone statues and idols, relics 
of Buddhist and Hindu periods. 


































DISTRICT- continued . 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation* 

Classi¬ 

fication. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Not in the custody of any 
person. The lands on which 
they are lying now belong to 
one Guru Day61 of liaja- 
ona. 

The sculptures axe lying uncared 
for. Extensive and oareful ex¬ 
ploration is desirable and what 
is found should be pi - eserved. 

ub 

See pages 151-156 of Tol TIT 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

For inscription on large in¬ 
scribed figure of Buddha, see 
Plate XLY of the same 
volume. 

There are photographs of the 
sculptures, pillars, and of the 
statue of Buddha in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

Khndims 

In good condition 

if) 


Excepting some dargaha nono 
of the remains and monuments 
are in any person’s custody. 

Some are abandoned or neglected. 

lift 

See page 116 of Vol. Yllland 
pages 12-13 of Vol. XV of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

Jain priests 

Some are abandoned or neglect¬ 
ed. 

i b 


Mohanta of Nongarh 

In good condition. Lately re¬ 
paired. 

iib 

See pages 118-26 of Vol. Ill 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 


H H H 
























(1) MONGHYR 


No. 

District. 

Locality, 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

14 

Moughyr ... 

Sikandra 

1 . 

Tomb of Shah 
Muzuffar. 

The dargd oocupies the site of an old stupa 

It is reported that Shah MuzufFar, King of Balkh 
in Turkestan* abandoned his kingdom and turned 
a fakir. He came to India and went to Bih&r 
which is the place of Muhummadan saints, and there 
he became a disciple of Shah Mukdoom Sharfuddin. 
He was ordered by the saint to go to Sikandra, 
where a demon used to trouble the people by eating 
a person daily. He came to the place and after 
subduing the demon, performed a Muhummadan 
ceremony called a “chilla.” In performing a 
chilla one has to remain in a hidden place for 40 
days solely in devotion. There is no tomb at the 
Sikandra darga, but this is the place where Shah 
MuzufFar performed his chilla, and it is said that 
after performing the chilla, he returned to Bih&r, 
and the place since then is called darga. The 
darga is an area of 15 oubits by 13 cubits enclosed 
with walls on four sides, having a small mosque 
within it. 





A fakir of the locality is the majahir of the dargd 
and looks after it. People go there generally on 
Thursdays to sacrifice goats and offer sweetmeats. 
The majahir of the dargd is also paid something 
for performing such sacrifices for them. 

15 

Ditto 

Inpey near Jamui 

Fort ruins ... 

An extensive fort with brick ramparts each side 
about a mile in length. Within is situated the 
village of Inpey and a large portion of the land 
has been cultivated. The fort is said to have been 
built by an ancient Hindu Edja Indra Dyumna, by 
name, but no inscription has been found anywhere 
in the remains of the fort to support this tradition. 

16 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ruins of stupa 

This stfipa measures 125 feet in diameter at base by 
35 feet in height and must be very old, for, although 
the base now is necessarily broader from the accu¬ 
mulation of delris than it was, yet as the diameter 
of the mound at a height of 20 feet from the base 
is only 65 feet, much of the 125 feet (the present 
diameter of the base), must be formed of disinte¬ 
grated portions falling from the superstructure. The 
present height of the mound is 35 feet. 

17 

1 

Ditto ... 

i 

Naulakhagarh, 
thana Jamui. 

Fort ruins ... 

An ordinary square fort with rubble atone walls and 
an arched entrance. There are four gates, four 
sides flanked by bastions on the outside with stair¬ 
cases inside. The corners have also bastions. 

Naulakhagarh is an ancient fort, situated about 5 
miles south of the police-station Jamui. It is said 
to have been built by Sher Shah 500 years ago. 
The fort is so ancient that people of the locality 
can hardly tell anything more about it. It is 
reported that the height of the wall is nearly 25 
cubits and its thickness is nearly 8 cubits. 



































Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remakes. 

6 

#■* 

4 

8 

9 

In the zamiudari of Kbij& &ow- 
hur Ali Khan, but he does not 
do anything for its repairs. 

70 -.%, 7 . " \ ' ' v : - . 

ii& 


Mah&r&j& of Gidhour 

In a dilapidated condition 

i| 

See page 51 of Yol. II of Mar¬ 
tin’s Eastern India. 

See also page 162 of Yol. Ill 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports, 

Ditto ... ••• 

Neglected 

iiJ 

See page 120 of Vol. YIII of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports, and for plan, see 
Plate IV of the same volume. 

There are photographs of 
various objects in the Indian 
Museum, Caloutta. 

In the zamindari of the Mahd 
raj& of Gidhour, who has 
done nothing in the way of 
repairing it for preservation. 

In a dilapidated condition, but the 
walls still stand intact and are 
apparently strong. 

i 

ii6 

I 

See pages 120-23 of Vol. YIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 


H H H 2 

































No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 


1 

2 

3 

' 4 

5 


18 

Monghyr ... 

! 

;l 

1 

j 

Simuria 

1 ■; - . 

1''' Z''' : ’ ; 'S 

' ' r i ' . '!' 

Mahadeva Si- 
muria temple. 

There is here a group of temples, both large and 
small, enolosed in a rectangular compound. They 
exhibit interesting features of architecture and 
sculpture. 

These temples are situated towards the north, close to 
the public road whioh runs from Jamui to Sikandra, 
at a distance of 7 miles west from Janmi Police 
Station. They are surrounded on three sides by 
water. The south side is the frontage and entrance 
to the temples. There are six temples altogether. 
The biggest of all, which is supposed to be the 
original, is said to have been 500 years old. The 
others are reported to have been built more than 
100 years ago by the ancestor of the Maharaja of 
(lidhour. There is a tradition about the original 
temple. A Baja named Poran Mull, an ancestor 
of the Maharaja, used to live at Lucbooar, which 
was then the abode of the family, 5 miles west from 
the village Mahadeva Simuria. He was a pious 
devotee of the god Mahadeva, and daily used to ride 
out to Baijn^th (Deoghur) to perform the Puja. 
On account of his pure devotion he was directed 
in a dream to build a new temple at the village 
Simuria, and save himself the trouble of going 
every day to Baijnath. Thus a temple was built 
there by the Baja, which is called Dhanesvarndth 
or Mahadeva Simuria, 

I 

i 

\ 

IIBmw /|S ’ j 

V 


(2) BHA'GALPUR 


Bhagalpur... 

Sultanganj 

Monasteries ... 

There are extensive remains of Buddhist monasteries 
just close to and north of the railway station, 
whence some years ago, a number of figures were 
exhumed among them, a fine inscribed statue in 
bronze of colossal size. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Stfipa 

This is a fine old stupa attached to the monasteries 
on the east side. It is well worthy of permanent 
and thorough repair and preservation/ It was 
covered with fine plaster panels and figures. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Mosque 

This is a masjid built on an old Hindu site, on the 
rocky promontory of Baiskaran, It is in the 
Bengal Pathan style. 

Ditto 

. . ..■t-t'—t- 

Jungira, Sultan- 
ganj. 

Temple of Jah- 
numuni. 

4 

The temple of Jahnumuni is on the highest point of 
a Tocky island in the Granges. There are two 
others below. These are not in good condition, the 
one at the middle height being half fallen. Jehan- 
gira is a famous place of pilgrimage. There are 
some Buddhistio figures* and a bas relief of eight 
Bhairavas are in the uppermost temple. 












































DISTRICT— 


Custody or preseat use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

% 

7 

8 

9 

During' the SivardM festival, 
which takes place on 14th or 
15th Phalgun, men residing 
at a distance of 40 miles or so 
come here to porn* water on 
the image of Siva . The tem¬ 
ples are kept in repair by 
the M&hArajl of Gidhour, in 
whose zamindari they are 
situated* 

k 7 . ■"’■’“T ■ ' 1 i. 

In good condition 

ii6 


DISTRICT. 



Th&kurs of BarwAri 

In ruins and dug up 

1 ii b 

See pages 24 to 31 of Yol. XV 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

Ditto 

In ruins. Past all repairs 

iii 

Ditto ditto. 

Mollas. Used as a place of 
worship. 

! In fair orddr 

i b 


In use and in the custody oi 
BrAhmans. 

: In good order 

ii 

See pages 20 to 24 of VoL XV 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports, and for view of tem¬ 
ple, see Plates VIII and IX 
of the same volume. 

There are five photographs of 
the temple and of the sculp¬ 
tures in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 

L 

















































(2) BHAGALPUR 





No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

. . . .' „# .. .. 

23 

Bh&galpur... 

. 

Jungira 

Rook sculptures 

These sculptures are carved on the boulders of the rooky 
island and the promontory. They consist of N&r&yana 
reclining on Yifisuki serpent, Gang4, "Vishnu, Surya, 
Gaurf6afikar, Buddha, and Tirthankar, and others. 
These are carved in series and in niches of different 
forms. They deserve careful preservation. 

24 

Ditto 

Khafijarpur 

Mosquoof Rah¬ 
man Ali. 

This mosque was built by Rahman Ali 

25 

Ditto 

Bhagalpur 

Mausoleum of 
Ibrahim Hus¬ 
sein KMti. 

This is a very pretty monument, built about 200 years 
ago by one Ibr&him Hussein Kh&a. It was repaired 
in 1845 by the Magistrate of Bbigalpur. 

26 

Ditto 

Bhagalpur Ma- 
halla fcabarpur. 

Jain temples,,. 

One of these is a fine large temple, about 200 years old 

27 

Ditto 

Bhagalpur Mu- 
hallaa Mulna- 
chuck and 

Khalifabagh. 

Mosques 

These are about 200 and 150 years old, respectively 

28 

Ditto 

Barari, near 

Babupur. 

Ditto 

One of these was built by Mir Asbrut Ali 

29 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Caves 

There are two caves near Barari, which are noticed 
in the Journal of the Asiatic Society. They have 
yielded coins, but have not yet been fully explored. 
There are small buildings near their mouths. They 
deserve conservation. They are on the river 
bank. The eastern cave, which faces the west, 
is a rather square chamber, domed and having a 
central column. The western cave, which faces 
north, is an extensive group of subterranean cham¬ 
bers penetrating the earth a very long way, on 
both sides of the semicircular verandah, which 
has a column to support the half dome. Both of 
them had gates built up which are now fallen, and 
so rain water penetrates and damages the caves. 

30 

Ditto 

Patharghata ... 

Rook sculpture 

On the banks of the river. The rook sculptures arc 
very old, dating prior to the 7th or 8th century AD. 
They are known as chaurail muni (84 saints), and 
represent scenes from the life of Krishna and 
others. These bas reliefs are cut on the northern 
(or river side) face of the hill. 

























DISTRICT—eoB&'nwed. 






Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Bemarks, 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In the possession of Babu Sax- 
dhari Lai 

Many of the relics, figures 
and statues have deteriorated 
from exposure to the weather 
and the peeling of the stone. 
If there be any approved reme¬ 
dial application for this, it would 
be desirable to use it here on 
some of the figures which are 
well worth preservation. 

iib 


In use 

It is now repaired by subscription 

m 


Under the care of Rai Surya 
Narayan Singh Bahadur. 

In good condition 

ii b 


One temple belongs to Babu 
Baluk Cband of Saran, and 
another to Babu Ohuni Lai of 
Calcutta. 

Taken good care of by the agents 
of the individuals named in 
column 6. 

iib 


They are used as places of wor¬ 
ship. In custody of Moll as. 

In good condition ... 

i b 


Leakut Hosain, son of the 
founder, is in possession of one, 
and the other is maintained by 
Khuosa Mir Sikari. 

One is in good condition, and the 
other requires repairs. 

iii 


In the possession of the zamin- 
dar of Barari. A fakir lives 
in the second cave. 

Negleoted. Bain-water defaces 
and damages the caves, to pre¬ 
vent which the gates should 
be repaired and roofed. It 
might be desirable to make a 
permanent entrance to the two 
caves. 

iii 


No owner 

In good condition 

ii a 

See pages 64-65 of Yol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

See pages 36-37 of Yol. of 

the Archaeological Survey 
Beports. 





























(2) BHAGALPUR 



Pdtharghata 


Ditto 


Batesvar oavo 


Statue of Y&ra- 
hi. 

Temple 


Pirpainti 


Ditto 


Karangarh 


Tomb 


Tomb of Plr 
Syud Sbah 
Kamal. 


Fort ruins .. 


There are five oaves on the northern face of the hill. 
The Batesvar cave has a small shrine with a 
verandah, on the two sides of which are two niches. 
Here are some old images, and here Babu P. C. 
Mukherji discovered several relics in bronze and 
silver, which he secured for the Indian Museum. 
Of these, a lotus of extraordinary workmanship 
shows delicate figures on the eight threefold petals, 
and in the oentre and helow. Another is a four- 
faced and twelve-armed Bhairava standing on two 
prostrate figures. On the east of the Batesvar 
temple, and below the chmraii muni,, are two caves, 
of which the eastern one is fallen, aud shows 
minute carvings in the existing portion of the roof, 
which was divided into compartments. On the 
west of the Batesvar are one cell (now gone) and 
a large oave in three compartments. 


There are several statues of Surya, Vdrain, Gauri- 
Sankar at Batesvar temple, and a fine figure of 
Gkifigd (river Ganges deified) on the site of the 
Bhagavati temple. There is also an old temple in 
ruins just on the rocky promontory; it is over¬ 
grown by r a venerable tree. Behind it is a plat¬ 
form, oii which is oolleoted a number of statues, 
Buddhistic and Biibmaijaeal, At Anti Chak are 
extensive ruins, where relics are discovered every 
year. The images at the BatesSvar temple and 
the hill house at Kahalgaon and Ghoga were 
taken from here. Itaja Gurh Mardan was trad¬ 
itionally believed to bo the king of this place, 
which was his capital, having fifty-two streets and 
fifty-three bazars. Dharar, a very big mound in 
the centre of a square brick fort, was his palace. It 
is situated about a mile south of PathargMtfi, and 
is worth excavation. 


No record of date, hut it is evidently old 
probably dates from the reign of Aurangzeb. 


and 


A Nat Rdja used to live a religious life here, whom 
Pir Syud Shah Kamal killed. The mosque, grave, 
and madrasa of the pir are close by. 


This is undoubtedly a very ancient fort, and stands 
on the site of old Champanagar. Several bastions 
and the ditch on the west can be made out, and 
Mr. Beglar strongly recommends a careful examina¬ 
tion and conservation of what is one of the histori¬ 
cal and famous pre-Buddhist forts in Bengal. On 
the west of the fort are Jaina and MahMeva 
temples, both containing old sculptures. 
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DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Priests M» ••• 

Neglected and decaying 

i b 


Do. ... ... 


ib 


It ia in possession of Akbar 
Khan, Im&m KMn, Nawroz 
Khan and Amir Khan. 

In good condition, but the masj id 
below is in ruins. 

ii b 

See pages 65-76 of Vol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 

Ditto ditto 

In good order ... 

if* 

ii& 


Government 

Neglected. It contains nothing 
of known historical interest 
above ground, hut may be 
reserved as a field for explora¬ 
tion ; as suoh it should not be 
lost sight of. 

ia 

Seepage 83 of Hunter's Statis¬ 
tical Account of the Bhagal* 
pnr district. 

i .... .. : ; 


nt 
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(2) BHAGALFUR 


No. 


37 


38 


39 


40 

41 

42 

43 

44 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


Bhagalpur... 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Kherhi Hill 


Bangaon and Kar¬ 
ma. 


Simhesvor 


Jethur nm 


Pipra 


Pipra Nath 


Brindaban 


Makhdumpur 


Oolgong 


Port ruins 


S'ikargarhs 


Temple 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Sculptures 


Mosque of Ja- 
dul Khdn. 

Tomb of Hazi 
Karman. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


There are here remains of brick bouses, _ and 
several small tanks, attributed to Sasangka Raja, 
the last chief of the Kshetauries. The eastern 
ascent to the hill fort is a road, paved with flags, 
whioh where steep, form a kind of stair. Some 
flags show short inscriptions in shill characters. 
On the top, the road divides into two branches, one 
going south to the second stage of the hill, and the 
other runs north, leading to a brick chamber, now 
destroyed ; in which the Raja used to enjoy fioeh 
air. On the left is a very large well, about 16 feet 
in diameter, and lined with large bricks. 

On the second stage of the hill is the ruin of the 
Raja’s palace, on the north of which was a temple; 
the linga still exists. This small citadel consists of 
two parts. On the eastern slope of it are several 
carved stones that probably btlonged to the Mahi- 
deva temple. On the third summit, overlooking the 
lower and southern end of the ridge, was a small 
brick chamber called the Queen's apartment with 
one door towards the north-east and no window. 


These buildings are said to have been built by Shah 
SujU, a brother of the Emperor Aurangzeb, about 
260 years ago. There is nothing left, but the sit© of 
the Bangaou Sikargarb, which is cultivated. The 
other is a pucka building like a mosque. 

The temple was built about 100 years ago by one 
Hari Chand Chaudhuri, a K&lwa who used to deal 
in timber. 

There is a temple here enshrining sculptures of 
interest and kept up by attendant Pujaii Brahmans. 


Temple kept up by the zamindar of Pipra. The 
temple is of interest. 

Temple kept up by Rajds and Brahmans. The 
temple is of interest. 

Some good sculptures but of no great interest ... 

There is a mosque called Jadul Khan’s way to virtue 

Is a darga of one Hazi Karman; since his death his 
wife, Rahimi, looks after it, and takes offerings, 





























DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

i The rook is in possession of 
Ray Banaily. 

In ruinB. The well is dried up... 

iib 

See pages 57-59 and Plate IY 
of VoLH jof Martin’s Eastern 
India. 

The first belongs to Braja 
Mohan Thakar, and the second 
to the Barkope estate in 
Godda. It is like a mosque. 
It is no longer used for prayers 
being mostly roofless. 

In ruins 

ii6 


Brahmans 

Kept up ... 

i b 


The temple is in possession of 
Babu Nanda Lai Chaudhuri 
of Khurhara. 

« A 

It is in good condition and re¬ 
paired as occasion requires. 
There is an inscruption on a 
Btone outside the temple on 
which the figure of Mahadeva 
stands, which is said to have 
been found under water in 
the Purwdnd river some 50 
or 60 years ago. 

iib 


Brahmans 

In fair condition ... 

i b 


Brahmans ... 

In good condition ... 

ii6 


Belongs to Laehhmipur Estate 

Not kept in good condition 

lift 


The Muhammadans gather in it 
on Id days. 

It is in fair condition, though not 
properly looked after. 

Hi 


In the custody of Mossamat 
Bahimi. 

In good condition ... 

ii& 



j 1 1 2 


























. ’ BHAG ALPUR 

No. 

.District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

■ 

History or tradition regarding tbe monument. 

l',|„ ' „ Li i :bv|vi4- : -rt—-—-- ,, ,.at.,,. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 'i 

45 

• * • 

Colgong ... 

Temple 

: ; v- 1 T:ll •*}.;. fy, ; ^ V’ ‘ " ;; j ; ko V ^ V Iv : t'i V / ‘ |' 7-\ 4 ' **4 JI *' xr’^T, 4 ‘*’* 1; ' ’’ft TO 

Tb only rook temple in Bengal. It, is cut out of a 
rook in tbe river. Several fine specimens of sculp¬ 
ture were collected by Mr. Barnes and plaoed in bis 
bouse on the hill to the north of the Railway 
Station. Some have disappeared, but several still 
exist. The property has now passed into the bands 
of a native zamindar, and the sculptures are being 
neglected. Tbe owner may be induced to lot 
Government have them, when some of them should 
be plaoed in the Indian Museum. 

46 

Ditto 

I 

Ditto 

Tomb of Shah. 
Kewbari Sa- 
beb. 

This is the darga of Shah Kewbari Saheb ... 

47 

Ditto 

Amarpur 

Fort ruins <.. 

This appears to have been a large fort enclosing a 
citadel. Nothing exists now except a few tanks 
and mounds marking the lines of the walls and of 
the temple. 

48 

Ditto ... 

Near Amarpur.,, 

Tombs 

There are here 40 tombs and a temple ... 

49 

Ditto 

Kailas Pahari on 
the Barna river. 

Rock sculpture 

There is no temple here, hut only a steep rook covered 
with carved stones. 

50 

Ditto 

Bamsi, (within 
the Banka sub¬ 
division). 

Temple 

This temple was built in 1720 A.D. 

51 

Ditto 

Mandar Hill, (two 
or three miles 
from Bamsi) 

Jain, temple ... 

This is a Jain temple, built of stone and mortar. It 
is evidently of no antiquity; its date is not known. 

52 

■«. 

Ditto 

Ditto »•* 

Temples 

Papaharini and 
A'kasft Gafiga 
tanks. 

The mandar mah&tmya, a portion of the Skanda 
Purdna, describes saored places here. The oldest 
buildings are said to have been erected by Baji 
Chhutra Sen, of the Ohol tribe, who lived before the 
time of the Muhammadans. These are the two temples 
on the top of the hill, a. stair leading up to them; 
there axe two inscriptions and some rude carving 
on the rock. Besides these remains on the hills, 
ruins attributed to the Choi Iiajas, are scattered about 
its foot for about two miles in extent. The PApa- 
harinl tank is so called from a female goddess 
carved on a rock. The Akdsa gaftgd is a rock-out 
pool on the hill. 




(3) PUTR1JIA 

53 

Pfirni& 

Dhamdaha 

Temples 

There were two temples here; one is a complete 
ruin, the other is in a dilapidated state, but is still 
used as a place of worship by Binod Jha, great- 
grandson of Essen Jha, who is said to have built 
it about 200 years ago. It iis a S’ivalaya contain¬ 
ing the Sivalinga. It is about 30 feet high. 
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DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
aud suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

" i ' St<* 

Remabks. 

6 

fey 

8 

9 

In good condition 


ia 

See pages 34 to 36 of Vol. XV 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports and Plate XII of 
the same volume. 

It was in the custody of Sheikh. 
Chumroo of Boitumpur, but is 
now in Ixis wife’s possession, 
who takes the offerings. 

In good condition* Close to it is 
a masjid of the same age as the 
darga, which is kept in repair 
by the people. 

iib 


In the custody of Babu Mansar 
Ohaudhuri and others of Ram- 
pur. 

Euined mounds. Exploration by 
trial trenches desirable* 

ii& 


Unknown 

The temple is reported to be re¬ 
paired by the Police of Amarpur. 

iiJ 


In the zamindari of Danetk 
Baja. 

It is used as a place of worship 
and is in the custody of Brah¬ 
mans. 

Ruinous ... 

In good order 

lift 

\b 


It is in the possession of Balm 
Kali Pras&d Singh of Sabal- 
pur. 

Ditto ditto ••• 

In a very bad state of repair ... 

Ditto • • * 

lib 

lib 

See pages 60-63 of Vol. II of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 


district. 


One is in ruins. The other is 

They are muoh dilapidated ... 



in the oustody of Binod Jlia and 
is still used. 
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... ? - -— - - ‘ ‘ — 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


54 




Darara 


55 


Ditto 


I)eul 


56 


Ditto 


S'ikligarh 


57 


Ditto 


58 


Ditto 


Dimiya Majurni- 
kliatta • 


Saradadahar 


Fort ruins 


Tower 


Fort 


Fort ruins 


Ditto 


The fort is called “Sikligarh ” and is said to have 
been constructed by Daitya Hiranya Kasipu, 
father of Prahlad. It is situated about eleven miles 
due north of the Dhamdaha Police station and 
close to the east of the Nilkantha factory and is 
a square surrounded by an earthwork embankment 
It covers 500 bighasof Ifind, which is cultivated by 
Gopai Cbaudburi of Gdngaili and Dula Panre of 
Buri Dhangatta. 

In the eastern part is a tower (Deni) of brick 
(Buddhist stupa) 50 or 60 feet high, and 20 
square, with a stair in the middle. It is said to 
have been built by a Yarendra Brahman, named 
Mahindra. 


About four miles from Dhamdaha, on the east side of 
the Hiran river. The fort is square, about 7C0 
yards each side. It was strengthened by double 
walls and ditches, and on each side was a gate, 
defended by large outworks. The inner rampart 
has been both high and thick j and inside are some 
heaps of bricks. About 400 yards from the north* 
west corner of the fort is a heap of bricks, which 
was most probably the site of a large temple. On 
its east side stands a stone pallor, about 9 feet high 
and II feet in circumference: it is known as M oni~ 
kaihum. 

The most remarkable antiquity here is the line of 
fortifications running though the north-west corner 
of the thana for about 20 miles; it is attributed to a 
Deva or Asura. It is a very high and broad ram¬ 
part of earth with a ditch on its outside, commen¬ 
cing from a hill fort on the Tifjuga. The counter¬ 
scarp is wide, but at intervals of a bow-shot 
has been strengthened by square projections reach¬ 
ing the edge of the ditch. The whole runs in an 
irregular and zig-zag direction. Towards the south 
the rampart and ditch diminish in dimensions. 

On the east side of the Majurnikhatta, “ the excavation 
dug by hired men ”, about one mile and-a-half from 
the boundary of Nepal, is a ruin called Samdadahar, 
said to be i he remains of the house of one of the four 
brothers of Kamadeva. It consists of a large heap 
of earth and bricks, about 880 feet from east lowest 
which rises high at each end. In the western wing, 
a deep excavation lias exposed a chamber, the wall 
of which, towards the centre, is entire, and con¬ 
tains a door of plain brickwork. At the end of the 
east wing is a small shed, containing some stones, 
which is called the seat of Karnadeva; south of 
the two wings are two tanks, which, with the inter¬ 
mediate space, were enclosed by a wall. On the north 
of the eastern tank, is a large heap of bricks, called 
the Katwali or guard, a long cavity, probably a 
canal, extends from the western tank. 
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DISTRICT— continued. 





Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 


8 

9 

1; > tyW ■Vr':’ 

* ' ' 1 1 ■ 

In ruins 

... 

ii« 



See page e52 of Vol. Ill of 
Martins Easteri India. 


See pages 54-55 of Vol. Ill of 
above work. 


See page 56 of Vol. Ill of 
above work. 


See pages 56-57 of Vol. Ill of 
above work. 
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(3) PUE^lA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


59 


60 


61 


62 


Pfirnii 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Bar jam 


Dharbara 


Bahadurganj ... 


Asurgarh 


Tanks 


Forts 


Fort ruins 


Do. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


5 


Five miles south-west from Samdndahar, and two miles 
west from the Majurnikhfttta, there are several 
tanks of considerable extent, said to have been 
formed by the brick-makers. The space where 
the buildings stood, is 500 yards from east to 
west and 700 from north to south. The ditch of 
the town can he traced on the west side. It is 
ascribed to the family of Karnadeva, 


Nine miles west of Karjain there are two Bmall 
forts with bastions at the corner and the middle’. 
On the east of the village is another hut small 
fort, south of which is a tank, at whose west end 
is a heap of bricks, which appears to have been a 
temple of Mahadeva. These are atttibuted to 
Karnadeva. 

About eight miles from Bahadurganj, between the 
Kumal and Eatoya, stands the fort of Benu Baja, 
the brother of Sahasmal, who is worshipped in 
Arariya. The ruin consists of a rampart, about 
600 yards square. Within are remains of build¬ 
ings. Five miles south from Bahadurgan j is another 
ruin, oalled the house of Barjain, a brother of Benu 
and of Baja Sahasmal. The fourth brother, Bel 
Baja, had his residence about seven miles north-west 
of Bahadurganj. These brothers were of the 
Domkata Brahmans, and are believed to have lived 
immediately after Viral Baja. 

About four miles from Dulalganj the fort is of irre¬ 
gular form, and about 1,200 yards in circumference. 
On excavating a tank, the workmen found the ruins 
of many small chambers and halls filled with bricks. 
The Hindus occasionally make offerings to Asur- 
deva in a hollow place within the fort. 


(4) MALDA 


This district owes its historical importance to the faot 
of its containing the sites of Gaur and Peruah or 
Panduah, two successive oapitals of Bengal. Both 
these cities are now almost levelled to the ground, 
and are overgrown with jungle, hut the ruins 
that remain, reveal traces of their former magnifi¬ 
cence. 

Craur was the earlier of the two oapitals, and in his¬ 
torical associations and size by far the more 
important. The time of its foundation is, however, 
uncertain. All that can be ascertained is that it 
was the metropolis of Bengal under its Hindu 
Kings, and that it was conquered in 1204 A.D. by the 
Muhammadans, who retained it as the chief seat of 
their power in Bengal for more than three centuries. 
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DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 



• • « 

See page 57 of Yol. Ill of 
Martin’s Eastern India. 



• ■ * 

See pages 57-58 of Yol. Ill of 
above work. 



• •* 

See page 62 of Yol. Ill of 
above work. 

. 


... 

See pages 63-64 of Vol. Ill of 
above work. 


DISTRICT. 


Sir William Hedges and party 
visited Gaur on the 16th May 
.1683. See extract in column 
5 from his published diary on 
page 466 against item 73 in 
this district. 

Mrs. Fanny Parkes visited 
Gaur on tho 7th December 
1836, See extract in column 
5 on page 466 from her pub¬ 
lished book against the same 
item. 

Babu Bhol£n&fch Chandra 
also visited Gaur but in 1846 
See Yol. I of his travels. 
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(4) MAldA 


*o. District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 

3 H*ld& ... 

Gain’' .** 

Fort ruins ... 

i 

When the Afghan Kings of Bengal established 
their independence, they transferred the seat of 
government to Peruah. To build the public struc¬ 
ture of their new capital, they plundered not only 
every Hindu temple that could be removed, but ) 
demolished and took away the materials of every | 
public monument, Muhammadan and Hindu alike, 
to be found in Gaur, to assist in erecting new 
structures in Peruah. 

Peruah was shortly after abandoned, and the royal 
residence was moved back to Gaur, which 
continued to be the capital of Bengal so long as its 
Kings retained their independence of Delhi. 

There is still a good deal of jungle covering the ruins 
of both Gaur and Panduah, but a little clearance 
will enable the mosques and other buildings to be 
viewed. The site of Gaur in places is well culti¬ 
vated, and cultivation is extending every year. 

The fort was nearly one mile in length, and averaged 
from 600 to 800 yards in breadth; the base of the 
rampart which surrounded it, and which was faced 
with masonry, was 180 feet wide. This masonry 
has altogether fallen, but excavations in any part, 
lay the stones and brickwork bare. It is probable 
that the heights of this vast rampart were onoe 
topped with houses, but they are now overgrown 
with trees to suoh an extent that the jungle is 
scaroely penetrable. 

The northern entrance to the fort was called the 
Dakliil or Selami gate. It was very substantially 
built of small red brioks and shows signs of having 
been highly ornamented with embossed hrioks. The 
arch is of great height, and forms a corridor through 
the gateway of. 112 feet in length. It is supposed 
to have been built by Barbak Shah in the fifteenth 
century. 

The eastern or Luca Chippi gate of the fort appears 
to have been built by Suja Sbab when, long after 
the desertion of the city, be temporarily endea¬ 
voured to revive it. It is built of brick and 
stone and is the only ruin in Gaur showing any 
trace of plaster. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classify 

cation. 

Rkmakxs. 

6 

7 


8 

9 


No custodian and no use 


Ditto ditto 


Part of the aroh has fallen down 
tho end tower in the south-west 
corner has fallen down and is 
no longer visible. The build¬ 
ing is decaying fast, owing to 
the vegetation growing on the 
top outside. Even now it looks 
a beautiful and imposing struc¬ 
ture, though the top is covered 
with treeB growing out of the 
roof and obscuring evefy objeot. 
The Collector considers this the 
most remarkable building in 
Gaur, next to the great golden 
mosque. 


Too much decayed to admit of 
any renovation. 


in 


See pages 68-80 of Yol. Ill 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 

Also pages 39-94 of Yol. XV 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

Also pages 51 to 65 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Malda district, as well as 
Ravenshaw’s work entitled 
“ Gaur; its ruins and inscrip¬ 
tions.” 


in 
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(4) MALDi 


No. District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

i 

1 2 

3 

4 

§ 

C4 Mdlda ... < 

66 Do. 

66 Do. 

jaur 

Do. 

Do. 

The great 

Sagar Dlghi 
tank. 

Tomb and 

mosque of 

Muhhd am 
Shah Jalal. 

The small 

Sagar Dighl 
tank. 

The Khojeki 
(Euimoh’s) or 
small golden 
mosque. 

The southern or Kotw&li gate was a magnifioent arch¬ 
way of 51 feet. Under the arch the passage is 17'i". 
The gateway forms a briok arch of 30 feet high and 
16£ feet span. On either side are pieroed round 
bastions with two rows of loopholes. 

This piece of artificial water is nearly one mile long 
by half a mile broad; the actual water measures 
1,600 yards by 800 yards. Its length is from north 
to south, proving its Hindu origin. It had six ghats 
or landing places of masonry, each 60 yards in 
breadth, four of these faced each other on the 
east and west banks, and there were two on the 
north and south sides. These are now only distin¬ 
guishable by the mass of bricks and stones accu¬ 
mulated over their ruins and by the more gradual 
slope of the hanks towards the water’s edge. 
This great work is said to have been commenoed in 
the reign of Laohman Sen about A.H, 520 (1126 
AD.). 

On the bank is a very conspicuous Muhammadan 
building, which is the tomb of Mukhdam Shah 
Jalal, a saint who is reputed to have possessed great 
influence during the reigns of the early Musalman 
Kings of Bengal. Near this tomb is a small mosque. 
Both these buildings are supported by an endow¬ 
ment and are tolerably well cared for. 

This lies north and south from the Kotw&li gate, and 
is within the ramparts. This fine piece of water, 
though not so large as its namesake in the northern 
division, averages 1,000 yards long by 400 broad, 
and is much more easy of approach. Its water is 
entirely free from weed, owing probably to the bot¬ 
tom of the tank having been laid down in sand. 
This reservoir was the main water-supply to the 
palace and fort, as is evident from the remains of 
several aqueducts. 

This mosque was constructed between A. H. 899-929 
in the P&than style. It is built of brick faced with 
stone. The building is a rectangular block 82 feet by 
52J feet and 20 feet high. The interior is 70' 4" 
by 40' 9" and is divided into three longitudinal aisles, 
with five arched doorways in front. The three middle 
ways of the nave are arches roofed with four flat 
segments of vaulting, meeting in the middle, the 
others being covered with ordinary domes. 

In 1882 Mr. Porch, the then Collector of Maldd, 
wrote:— 

“ The moulding or ornament of the stone headpiece 
over the architrave of the main doorway below the 
inscription, consists of the bangle ornament mould¬ 
ing viz., the front of a bangle and the back of a 
bangle alternately—a woman’s bangle. This mosque 
is called Khojeki mas j id, the Eunuch’s mosque, ie,, 
the mosque of the chief Chamberlain of the harem 
of King Husain Shah.” 
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DISTRICT— continued. 



Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

No custodian and no use 

It has fallen into the last stage of 
decay; and the arch cannot 
much longer hold together; so 
much of it has fallen out, and 
the vegetation grows thiokly in 
and about it. 

iii 



No custodian. Being situated 
olose to the English Bazar and 
Nawabganj road, travellers 
occasionally take rest within it. 


Is not in good preservation, though 
the domes appear to be as yet 
uninjured, but trees are growing 
freely on the outside of the 
building. The walls are much 
dilapidated and are fast crumb¬ 
ling to ruin. The existing 
building, which stands almost 
on the very district road lead¬ 
ing to Nawabgafij from English 
Bazar, is in the opinion of the 
Collector, past all attempt at 
renovation. 


in 


Eor plan see Plate XVI of 
Vol. XV of the Archaeo¬ 
logical Survey Report. 

There are three photographs 
of the mosque in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 
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(4) MALDA 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Gaur 


Do. 


The Bajbibi 
(or Tantipara) 
mosque. 


The Daras Bari 
mosque. 


Do. 


The Gunmant 
mosque. 


Do. 


Do. 


The Ohamkhan 
(or Chika) 
mosque. 


This mosque is built in the Pathan stylo A. H. 
885. It is a brick building containing two aisles 
divided by stone pillars down the middle. It is 
78 feet by 31 feet inside and 91'x44' outside with 
an octagonal tower at each corner. Walls 64 feet 
thick with five arched openings in front and two at 
each end. Frontage divided into ornamental panels. 


This mosque is a handsome building, constructed 
A. H. 884, in the Pathan style. It is built of brick, 
is in bad condition, most of the carving and sculp¬ 
tures, especially those from the interior, having 
been removed, but from what remains it would 
appear to be well up to the average merit of the 
buildings in this important group of Pathan archi¬ 
tecture at Ganr. It derives its name from a college 
which stood near its site. 

This mosque is a large building constructed of brick 
faced with stone without inscription. There are no 
mouldings, nor anything characteristic now remain 
ing. Gold ornaments and coins are said to have 
been found in a freshdug hole inside. There are 
some ornamental stones within the building. The 
jungle surrounding this mosque was cleared at Gov¬ 
ernment cost in 1876. 


This is called the Chika masjid from the bats which 
now fill it. It is situated near the palace, and is 
supposed to have been either a court-house or a 
prison. It is said to be very ancient, but hears no 
inscription. Ono of the finest and largest in Gaur. 


Kadam Easul 
mosque. 


This is a small square mosque of brick, aud has been 
attributed to Husain Shah, but according to the 
inscription, was built by his son Nazrat Shah in 937 
Ilijri, = 1530 A.D., in honour of the prophet’s foot¬ 
print, which was preserved within. The carved brick 
front is in good repair, and is worthy of being kept 
entire. The inscription in front of the building is 
legible and well preserved. An inscription belong¬ 
ing to another building has been placed over the 
gateway. 

The total dimensions are 63 feet 3 inches by 49 feet 
10 inches. Main chamber 25 feet 2 inches by 15 
feet. Walls 5 feet thick; verandah on three sides 
9 feet 2 inohes wide. The building is in the 
Pathan style. 










































DISTRICT— continued. 


1 

Custody or present use. 

Present state of ^preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks, 

6 

7 

8 

9 

No custodian and of no use .... 

The arches have fallen down ... 

1 iii 

For plan see Plate XVI of 
Vol. XY of the Archeolo¬ 
gical Survey Reports. 

There are three photographs of 
the mosque in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 

Ditto 

: 

ditto 

The building is too dilapidated 
to he repaired and the Collector 
does not suggest any repair or 
renovation. Only parts of the 
west wall would admit of repair. 

V . 

iii 

There are five photographs of 
the mosque in the Indian 
Museum Calcutta. 

Ditto 

ditto 

The domes to the north have all 
fallen in. It was nevertheless a 
very fine building and very sub* 
stanfcially built. Portions of the 
building, the Collector thinks, 
might still be renovated, but he 
does not advise it on the ground 
of the great expense that would 
be necessary. 

iii 


Ditto 

ditto 

The arches have fallen down. 
The Collector found it impossi¬ 
ble to explore it thoroughly on 
the occasion of his visit in June 
1895, on account of the suffocat¬ 
ing effluvium from the excre¬ 
ment of bats with whiohthe floor 
was covered. He thinks the 
place well worth being cleaned 
and examined throughout, but 
he hesitates to advocate any 
measures for its restoration. 

iii 


Kh&dims. The building has a 
email income from attached 
lands. 

The prophet’s footprint has been 
stolen and is no longer seen. 
The building is not in the best 
order and the Collector does 
not think it worthy of renova¬ 
tion. 

ib 

For plan of mosqne, see Plate 
XIX of Vol. XY of the 
Archaeological Survey Re¬ 
ports. 

See also page 76 of Stewart’s 
History of BengU (Ed. 
1847). 

There are two photograghs of 
the mosque in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 
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(4) MiLDA 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


M&lda 






Gaur 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


The great gol¬ 
den ( sond ) 
mosque. 


Do. 


Do. 


The tower of 
Firoz Shah. 


This was built by Mazrat Shah in 932 Hijri, and is 
the remains of a fine stone building, A slate which 
formed part of the base of one of several carved 
arches is detached. Many of these arches have 
been entirely spoiled, but it is desirable that no 
injury should be done to those which remain. The 
jungle round this building was oleared by Govern¬ 
ment in 1875. 

The mosque is a massive rectangular building of 
brick faced with stone, 168 feet by 75 feet, with 
small towers at the corners. It is the largest build¬ 
ing in Gaur and stands in a quadrangle about 200 
feet square. Inside are three long aisles, divided 
by massive stone pillars, with a corridor running 
the whole length of the building. In front are 11 
arched openings eaoh measuring 5 / ll r/ , There are 
also other openings at north and south ends. 
The building is roofed by 44 small hemispherical 
domes. Of the eleven domes still in existence, only 
one is in good order. There is very little carving 
left. 


This tower is built in the Pathan style. It was 
constructed in the 9th century H., and built 
as a mazind from which the muazzin sounded the 
azan or oall to prayer. It is divided into 5 storeys, 
the basement being about 30 feet in diameter. 
From the foot of its entrance the tower rises in 
three 12-sided storeys, each angle of which is 4' 10* 
broad, giving a diameter of 19J'. These tiers are 
separated by bands of ornament. In the 4th and 
5th storeys the tower becomes round and diminishes 
in thickness up to the top storey, which is an open 
chamber covered by a dome, now broken. The 
entire height of the building is about 84' and a 
spiral staircase inside leads to the upper chamber 
by 73 steps. 


A former Collector of the district (Mr. Samuells) 
recorded in manuscript that “ Hedges, the Governor 
u of Bengal, in 1683, visited English Bazar and 
“ Gaur and records the visit in his diary. He came 
“up the Mahananda from L&lgola and anchored 
“for the night at Baglaghatta, probably Balia- 
“ghatta, at Rahanpur. He visited Gaur with two 
“English ladies/’ 

u Fanny Parkes also visited Gaur. She was shown over 
by Mr. Chambers * * * and she saw in the mindr the 
names of Harwood 1771, S. Gray 1772, Creighton 
and others. She also found the initials JT. F. 1683 
and Mr. Beveridge supposes this was one of the ladies 
of Hedges’jparty. I have not seen the initials. Jf. F. 
myself, as I have only just heard of them, but it 
would be interesting to know if they exist still/’ 
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<SL 


Custody or present use. 

.] jf.( 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

6 

7 

8 


No custodian and no use. 


Ditto 


ditto 


Remarks. 


Some of the arches of the east 
verandah are still standing, 
but the rest are a heap of ruins. 

The Collector and Deputy Col¬ 
lector Mr. Davidson, consider 
this mosque to be the most 
remarkable building in Gaur 
and think it a pity that it is past 
all renovation, so many of 
the domes have fallen in, the 
walls are crumbling down, and 
the massive and beautiful stones 
that formed part of the build¬ 
ing have been removed for 
use in distant places, Pandua, 
Murshidabad and Calcutta. 


The Collector reports that appar¬ 
ently there has been very little 
change in the building for the 
last 100 years. Perhaps some 
of the stones that formed the 
facing to the tower, for about 
a third of its height from the 
ground, have fallen out, but 
otherwise all the old accounts 
are quite applicable to the 
building in its present condition. 

The Collector and Mr. Davidson, 
think that this tower could very 
well be almost wholly repaired 
and renovated. 


in 


m 


For plan see Plate XV of 
Vol. XV of the Archaeolo¬ 
gical Survey Reports. 

There are 2 photographs of the 
mosque in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 


See pages 658-659 of Vol. 
II (Ed. 1867) of Fergus- 
son’s History of Architecture 
for a wood cut of the tower. 

There are 2 photographs of this 
tower in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 


ILL 
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(4) MALDA 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Mr. Price, the present Collector, states:—“ Mr. Davidson 
and myself detected the signature of Mr. Creighton; 
he had apparently visited the tower several times, 
in 1786, 1788, 1789, 1790, and 1791. We did not 
notice the other signatures nor the initials M, V, 
1683. The letters of Mr. Creighton’s name were 
but faintly discernible; the older letters had in. all 
probability been obliterated by time.” 

With reference to the foregoing the following ex¬ 
tracts are given in extemo from the works cited:— 

L Extract from pages 88-89, Vol. I, of book en¬ 
titled “ The Diary of William Hedges, Esq. (after¬ 
wards Sir William Hedges), during bis Agency in 
Bengal, as well ns on his voyage out and return 
overland,” published in London in 1887 for the 
Hukluyt Society. “May 16 [16831. I went to see y 0 
famous Enins of a great Citty and Pallace of Gowre: 
’tie about 12 miles distant from y e English Factory 
towards Cassninbazar. We sett out at 5 o’clock in 
y° morning and gott to y e place by a quarter 8. 
We spent of hours in seeing y e mines, especially of 
y 6 Pallace, which has been (as appears by y e 
gates of it yet standing), in my judgement, con¬ 
siderably bigger and more beaufcifull than the 
Grand Soignor’s Seraglio at Constantinople, or any 
other Pallace that I have seen in Europe.” 

“The building was chiefly of Briok; the arches of 
the Gates and many other places were of black 
marble, and other black hard stones to supply y® 
want of it, which is exceeding rare and difficult 
to procure in this Kingdom©, there being not so 
much as one stone so big as a man’s fist to be seen 
in this country nearer than RajmahaL At 12 
o’clock we repaired to a garden within a mile of 
the Enins, where we reposed ourselves and Servants 
till 5 at night, and then returned to y e Factory,, 
extremely well satisfied with our diversion. We 
were in all, besides myselfo and wife, Mr. Sam 11 
Hervy, Mr. Joseph Dodd, Mr. W m Johnson, 
my Nephew, Robert Hedges, Mr. W m Rush- 
worth, and Mr. Wm Jolland.” 

2. Extraot from pages 92-93 of [Vol. II of 
Mrs. Fanny Parkes’ work entitled “ Wanderings of 
a pilgrim in searoh of the picturesque, during four 
and twenty years in the East, with revelations of 
life in the Zenana,” published in London by Pelham 
Richardson in 1850. 

“Proceeding about a mile distant from the above- 
mentioned mosque [the Golden Mosque] there is 
a large Obelisk, which stands alone, completely 
separate from any other building. It is supposed 
to have been erected for an observatory, or for the 
sake of calling the inhabitants to the performance 
of their daily devotions. It contains four stories, 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 


7 

8 

9 



DISTRICT— continued. 
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(4) MiLDi 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


The Lattan 
(painted) 
mosque. 


Pillars 


The Chamkatti 
mosque. 


Tomb of Mukh- 
dum Akhi 
Sirajuddin. 


with a staircase within. The first storey, about 
12 feet from the ground, must be entered by a 
ladder. The wall is marked by many small windows 
plaoed over each other in a perpendicular line. 
The top is now completely open, but appears to 
have been formerly surmounted by a dome. On 
the wall within is discerned the' vestiges of nu¬ 
merous former visitors and their initials cut in the 
stones, with the date annexed. Many of these 
names were identified, directing attention to the 
most anoient, to discover, if possible, hotv long this 
has been the resort of European visitors, we 
traced ‘W. Harwood, April 17th, 1771; ’ ‘G. Grey, 
1772’; * I Henchman’; ‘ G. W. ; ’ ‘ H. OVj and many 
others. Inspecting more narrowly the initials M. V., 
1683, are deciphered. This was the remotest date 
ascertained: this reaches into the middle of the 
famous Aurangzebe’s reign, and it may easily be 
supposed that the place had fallen into decay at 
least a hundred and eighty years, if not more. 
Who this European traveller could have been is a 
master of conjecture, but it is agreed that he was 
some gentleman from Holland or Portugal. This 
date, If jGaur had fallen into decay previous to his 
visit, might ascertain the time of its having been 
abandoned.” 

The above is from the account which Mr. Chambers 
gave Mrs. Parkes. See page 89 of the work cited. 

This mosque was entirely built of coloured bricks, but 
has no inscription or record of date. The building 
even in its present state has a pleasing effect 
as a whole. It is a fine sample of its kind. Its 
style is Pathan. It was probably constructed 
A, H. 880. The building consists of a single 
chamber 34 feet square and a corridor in. front 84 
feet long x 11 feet wide. The walla are remark¬ 
ably thick, the front and the back ones being 10 
feet 7 inches in thickness and the others 8 feet 6 
inohes. The square chamber is reduced to an 
octagon by arches springing from stone pillars, and 
thenoe to the circular basement of the dome. It is 
profusely decorated with glazed tiles. 

The only remains of Cliand Sadagar’s building con¬ 
sist of a large number of grey and black polished 
stone pillars. 

There are variously coloured bricks In this old build¬ 
ing, but they are likely to fall, as a tree has 
spread its roots among them. The jungle round 
this place was cleared by Government in 1876. 

This tomb is situated at the north-west corner of the 

S ;eat Sagar Dighi tank, six miles from English 
azar. It is conspicuous for its two small but 
elegant niches. On the northern door of the outer 
wall is an inscription in Persian which is engraved 
on black hornblende. 























( 445 ) 


msmiCT-eonfinued. 


Custody or present; use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remark!* 


No custodian and no use 


Ditto 

ditto 

Ditto 

ditto 


The arches of the side rooms have 
fallen down. Except for the 
vegetation growing on the top 
the building is not in very bad 
order. It is a few yards "to the 
east of the English Bazar- 
Nawabganj Road and affords 
shelter in wet weather to people 
passing by and to cattle. 


No custodian, but in use. A 
melfl is held here every year 
during the Id festival. 


A few stone pillars and slates 
remain. 


The arches are falling down ... 


The building is in fair order, but 
all round is jungle and no vil¬ 
lage near it. 


in 


m 


m 


in 


Not mentioned in Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
district. 

For plan see Plate XVIII of 
Vol. XV of the Archseo- 
logical Survey Reports. 

There are four photographs of 
the mosque in the Indian 
Museum, Caloutta. 


For plan see Plate XVIII of 
Vol. XV of the Archaeologi¬ 
cal Survey Reports. 

There is a photograph of the 
mosque in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 
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(4) MiLDA 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument* 

1 j 

2 

3 

4 

5 

78 

mm ... 

Gam* 

Tomb of Fath 
KMn. 

This Fatk Khan was probably the King of Bengal 
who was slain by his Abyssinian guards A.D. 
1487. 

79 

Do. 

DJglii near Sadul- 
lapur. 

Mausoleum of 
Peran Pir. 

A great place of pilgrimage *** 

80 

Do. 

Ditto 

J&nri mosque 

A great place of pilgrimage 

81 

Do. 

Mahudipur near 
Gaur. 

Dhdn Ghalc 

mosque. 

An old front of this mosque with 31 columns is now 
existing. The inner ornamentation comprises 
carved and coloured bricks. Large trees are grow¬ 
ing out of it. Their tops were cut off at Govern^ 
ment expense in 1876. 

82 

Do. 

Ditto 

Jama mosque 
and tomb of 
Pir Ni&mut- 
ulld Wali. 

On the bank of a large tank ; there is also a. small 
plain mosque and a fine domed building, raised as 
a tomb over the remains of a saint and endowed 
with land yielding Es. 6,000 a year. 



* ■ : ' ' ' , 


NidmutuM mii was the pir or spiritual guide of 
Suja Shah. He died in AJEL 1080 (1669 A<D). 

Both the mosque and the tomb are great places for 
pilgrimage, They are very common-looking. 





Peruah or Pandud. 





This city is about 20 miles from Gaur and 6 from 
Malda. It has no apparent advantages of site. 
It was not accessible by water, and was probably 
then, as now, sui’rounded by almost impenetrable 
•jungle. It is in all respeots less noteworthy than 
Gaur, though it contains some remarkable speci¬ 
mens of Muhammadan architecture. On approach- 
ing the ruins from the south of the city the first 
two objects which attract attention are. the monu¬ 
ments of Maklidum Shah Jalal and his grandson, 
Kutab Shah, who were the two most distinguished 
religious personages under the early Muhammadan 
Kings of Bengal. Numerous pilgrims repair 
hither at all seasons and from all parts of Bengal. 

83 

Do. 

Peruah 

Mosque (monu¬ 
ment) of 

Mukhdum 
Shah J alii. 

• 

- The mosque has some appearanoe of antiquity, but is 
spoiled by white-washing and tawdry ornaments 
inside. The monument consists of a small square 
area entered at the south-east corner. lo the right 
of the door is a little chamber, in which the saint 
used to perform his devotions. On the west is a 
plain mosque, and the two remaining sides are 
ooeupied by a refectory and a tank, -lucre is 

a window of carved stone and two handsomely carved 
stone pillars, and a fragment of a stone rail. Oppo¬ 
site is a brick dome with the tombs of three per¬ 
sons whose names are not known. The tomb or. 
the saint is not here, but at Gaur. 








































DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


In custody -of'the Moll& of the 
Makudipur darga. 


Khadims 


Ditto 


No custodian and no use 


KMdiras 


In custody of Khadims and in 
use. There is an endowment 
of 22,000 bighas of land. 


In fair order 


Well looked after 


Ditto 


Jungle has grown all over it ... 


W ell looked after ... 


Kept in good order. 


iii 


i h 


i6 


m 


iJ 


iS 


There is a photograph of the 
tomb in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 


See pages 644 to 658 of Vol. 
II of Martin’s Eastern India. 

Also pages 79-94 of Vol. XV 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

As well as pages 59-64 of 
Hunter’s Statistical Account 
of the Malda district. 




































(4) MALDl 


Name of 
monument. 


Mosque and 
tomb of Ku- 
tub Shah. 


Bridge 


Adinah mosque 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


This is built of brick with facings of stone, and there 
is a good deal of stone carving inside* including 
flowers in stonework. Over the gate is an in¬ 
scription containing a passage from the Koran. 
The tomb of Kutub is covered with a canopy of 
white ootton cloth, and cloth of the same kind is 
laid over the grave. 

This bridge used to be spanned by wooden beams, but 
these have been removed, and it is now supported 
on iron girders. Under it are Hindu carvings 
of an elephant and god firmly cut into the walls, 
which are still visible. 


This is by far the most celebrated building in this 
part of India. Though partly in ruins, it is yet 
the most remarkable example which exists of Pathan 
architecture. It is a quadrangular building, consist¬ 
ing chiefly of oloisters, whioh surround a central area 
of the same form. It extends nearly 500 feet from 
north to south and 300 feet from east to west. Ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Fergusson, the ground plan and the 
dimensions are exactly similar to those of the great 
mosque at Damascus. The east side, through which 
the building is entered by an insignificant door, is 
500 feet long and 38 feet wide between the walls. 
This space is subdivided by . means of transverse 
brick walls and stone pillars into no less than 127 
squares, each of whioh is covered by a small dome. 
The northern and southern sides are constructed on 
the same pattern, hut being shorter contain only 39 
domes each. The height of all three is about 20 
feet, including a broad ornamented cornice; towards 
the quadrangle they open inwards with arches, 
which correspond to the squares. On the outside 
are many small windows, highly decorated with 
carved tiles disposed in arches. The western side 
of the building, that which faces towards Meoca, is 
composed of a central apartment, the mosque proper, 
and two wings. The nave is 64 feet from east to 
west, 32 feet from north to south, and 62 feet in 
height from the floor to the centre of the dome by 
whioh it iB covered. It contains the usual niches 
on the western wall, towards which the worshippers 
turned their faces, and a pulpit. These are polished 
and highly carved. The southern wing is similar 
in design to the other sides of the building, and 
contains 90 domes. Its west front, however, is 
closed by a blank wall, in which are niches corres¬ 
ponding to the 15 rows of arches which here ter¬ 
minate the cloisters. In this wing the common 
people worshipped. The northern wing only differs 
in so far as it contains a raised platform for the 
royal worshippers. This platform, called the Bad- 
sMh-k&-takht, is supported upon thiok columns, and 
elevated about eight feet from the floor, It is 40 
feet wide and 80 feet long, and covered by domes 
of very little greater height than those over the rest 





































DIS YRlGT-~~continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 



1 



In custody of Khadims and in 
use. There is an endowment 
of 6,000 bighasof land. 


District Board 


No custodian and no use 


Kept in good order 


In good order 


i b 


ii 


This mosque has fallen into so 
great decay that it is past all 
renovation. All the domes of the 
building have fallen in except 
those over the Badshah-ka~takht, 
The materials are as a rule 
lying in situ where they fell, 
massive stone blocks among 
them, to convey which away 
without water carriage was im¬ 
practicable. No use can be 
made of them except to con¬ 
struct anew Adinah mosque on 
a much smaller scale, reproduc¬ 
ing the original as closely as 
possible. It did not seem to the 
Collector and Deputy Colleotor 
that there would be airy diffi¬ 
culty in doing this. It is the 
only way in which the beauti¬ 
ful stones and other materials 
could be utilized and the glory 
of the Adina mosque, which 
they consider by far the most 
remarkable ancient monument 
in the district, perpetuated. 


ui 


See page 649 and Plate IV of 
Vox. IX of Martin’s Eastern 
India. 

Also pages 92-93 of Vol. X V 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

As well as pages 62-64 of Hun¬ 
ter’s Statistical Account of 
the Malda district. 

For plan of mosque, see Plate 
XXV of Vol. XV of the Ar¬ 
chaeological Survey Reports. 

There are 17 photographs of 
the mosque in the Indian 
MuBeum, Calcutta. 


M M M 
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(4) MlLDA 


Name of 
monument. 


History 

or tradition regarding the monument. 


5 


Satisgarh (fort) 


The Eklakhi 
tomb. 


of the building*. The adjacent wall contains four 
niches and two doors, which are minutely carved 
and ornamented with passages from, the Koran. 
These doors, through which is the only entrance 
to the platform, communicate directly with a cham¬ 
ber on the same level with the platform. The 
ohamber is 38 feet square, and has been covered 
by nine domes of an even height with all the others. 
The outer front of the west side, though rendered 
irregular by the projection of the chamber, is the 
best preserved portion of the building, and has been 
the most highly ornamented. It bears an inscrip¬ 
tion which fixes the date of the erection of the 
building by Sikandar Shah at A.H* 707, or 1307 
A.I). The stone-work, which is 11 feet high, is quite 
plain. The brickwork surmounting it, which raises 
the entire height to 23 feet 5 inches, is subdivided 
into minute portions and is most elaborately carved. 
The doors and windows on this side, which are of 
stone, are the parts which have been executed in 
the best taste. They are of very different styles, 
having apparently been taken from different Hindu 
buildings. The carvings of the human figure upon 
the materials have been carefully obliterated by 
Muhammadan masons, but yet traces of them can 
everywhere be detected on a close inspection. There 
is no calcareous marble anywhere in the building. 
The rougher parts are of granite, out of a single 
block, of which some of the pillars supporting the 
domes are hewn. The more polished parts are 
made of indurated potstone, impregnated with horn¬ 
blende® It is the great number of small domes 
which form the peculiar feature of the Path an archi¬ 
tecture of this period. The censer ornament whether 
ideally treated or otherwise enters largely into the 
decorative ornamentation of all the Pathnn Indo- 
Saracenic ruins of Gaur, Peruah, and old Malda. 

This is supposed to have been the palace of King 
Sikandar Shah. It is situated opposite the Adinah 
mosque, and is enveloped in dense jungle. About 
half way are the remains of an earthen rampart, 
which from the position of the ditch on the. western 
side was probably a fortification to protect the 
palace. There is little to be seen beyond a large 
tank, on the banks of which are numerous small 
buildings, connected with each other, which have 
evidently been used as baths. 

It is so called, as it is supposed to have cost a lakh 
of rupees. Though the materials are chiefly brick, 
it is the handsomest building in the plaoe. It 
forms a square, with a frontage of 80 feet, roofed 
by a dome, with a small turret at each corner. 
The walls outwardly have been ornamented by 
carved tiles, and the dome within has been neatly 
plastered. It is lighted by three small doors, one on 
each side, and internally forms an octagon. Much 
of the ornamented brickwork has been carried off. 
































DISTRICT — continued. 



Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Rem auks. 



6 

7 


8 

9 


No custodian and no use 


Ditto ditto 


The jungle covering the ruins, 
which are in the last stage of 
decay, is almost as dense as 
ever. 


The carved tiles on the outer 
walls have all disappeared; 
there is no plaster visible in the 
dome within. There are four 
small doors on the four sides. 
The Collector and Deputy Col¬ 
lector were much struck with 
the imposing appearance of this 
building, which is in rather 
better preservation than any 


in 


1U 


See page 649 and Plate III of 
Vol. II of Martin’s Eastern 
India* 

Also pages 85—90 of Vol. 
XVI of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports, as also page 
62 of Hunter’s Statistical 
Account of the Malda dis¬ 
trict. 
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(4) mAlda 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


89 


90 


Malda 


Peruah 


Do. 


91 


92 


93 


94 


The golden 
(sonti) mosque. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Tomb of Nur- 
Kutb-Alum. 


Tomb of 
ul-Hak. 


Ala- 


Old Malda 


Ditto 


Tomb of Sikan- 
dar Shah. 


Mosques 


Towers 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Over the entrance is a curious stone with a Hindu 
idol carved on it. It is only slightly injured. 
About the doorway are other stones, in which 
might be detected parts of representations of the 
human figure, the original carvings on which must 
therefore have been Hindu. 

The arohiteoture is of the Pathan style and period 
816—831 A. H. 

This seems to have been intended as the mausoleum 
of three Royal personages, whose tombs occupy the 
middle of the floor. There is no inscription to serve 
as a guide, but it is said that the tombs are those 
of Sultans Ghydshudin, Zaynulabdin, and Wahu- 
zudin. The two latter were probably sons of the 
first, who was the third Muhammadan king of Ben¬ 
gal. 

This mosque stands to the north of Qutb’s house. It 
is small, but was beautiful, being built throughout of 
hornblende. Its name golden was probably derived 
from its sanctity. It was surrounded by a brick wall, 
in the east side of which was a gate faced with hewn 
granite. The walls of the mosque were also of 
granite, but the roof, whioh consisted of ten domes, 
was made of brick. The inscription on the mosque 
indicated that it was built in A. H. 993 (A. D 
1585). V 

Nur- Kutb-Alum was the son and spiritual successor 
of Ala-ul-Hak. In order early to practise the virtue 
of humility he washed the clothes of beggars and 
wanderers and kept the water constantly hot for 
ceremonial ablutions. He died in A. H. 851 (A. D. 
1447). The tomb is a plain sarcophagus with a 
canopy supported on four red stone pillars and a 
fifth pillar at the head with a Persian inscription. 

Ala-ul-Hak was the son of Simile Akhi Suaj-ud-din 
TJsntan. He died in A. H. 800 (A. D. 1398). 
The tomb is a simple sarcophagus. It is situated 
near the tomb of his son Nur-Kutb-Alum. 

This tomb is attached to the northern half of the 
back wall of the Adinah mosque, whioh Sikandar 
Shah founded. The building was a square of 41 ' 9" 
inside, with walls 6 S' v thick. The sarcophagus 
is in ruins, and the inside of the vault, in whioh the 
body was deposited, is now exposed. 

These mosques are built partly of carved briok and 
partly of stone. The pillars at the entrance are of 
handsomely carved stone, and there is an inscription 
over the doorway. One is a large building. 


One on each side of the river ornamented by elephanti 
tusks cut in stone, and apparently used as watch 
towers and hunting lodges. 







































DISTRICT 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

—---or--- 1 -rrrac-i 

Remarks. 

6 


8 

9 


other in Peruah or Ganr. The 
trees grow thickly, however, on 
top of the dome. 


For plan, &o., see Plates XXTV 
and XXVI of Vol. XV of 
the Archaeological Survey Re¬ 
ports. 


' V.V;: - ' ■ ... ■' 


There are two photographs of 
the tomb in the Indian Mu¬ 
seum, Calcutta. 

No custodian and no use 

Is an utter ruin now. Many details 
are past all recognition. It 
was doubtless a very handsome 
building once. 

iii 

See pages 86 to 88 of Vol. 

. XV of the Arohmologioal Sur¬ 
vey Reports. For plan see 
Plate XXIV of same volume. 

The shrine is endowed with 
6,000 bighas of land. It. is in 
the custody of Meshedar Ro- 
homan of P. 0. Roll, district 
Bafikura. 

In fair order. The proprietor pro¬ 
mises to spend Rs. 2,000 annu¬ 
ally for repairs. 

ii& 

See pages 83 to 86 of Vol. 
XV of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. 

In custody of Meshedar Roho- 
man of P. 0. Roll, district 
Bankura. 

**»««• 

Ditto ditto 

• • • 

ii& 

See page 93 of Vol. XV of 
the Archaeological Survey Re¬ 
ports. 

Also page 649 of Vol. II of 
Martin's Eastern India. 

The smaller one north of 
“Bara kothi” is not in use, 
but is looked after by one Sha- 
haboo Molla. The bigger one, 
north-east of the Malda police- 
station, is in use and is in the 
custody of Kabel Shah Fakeer. 

Both are falling into ruin 

iiJ 


No custodian and no ns© 

Not in good order. The top and 
other parts of the structures 
have fallen down. 

iii 





























(5) SA.NTAL par 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 . ' ■ 

1 

95 

Santal Par- 
ganas. 

Baiinath or Baidya- 
nath. 

Temples 

There are 22 temples of sizes, of which the temple 
of MahMev is the oldest and the centre of the 
devotion of the pilgrims, who flock in large numbers 
to the shrine from distant parts of India. Though 
the present ones appear to be modem the site on 
which they are built xs very ancient, and is probably 
that of an ancient Buddhist establishment, as it pos¬ 
sesses three rather finely executed statues of Buddha, 
two of which are inscribed, and the other though not 
inscribed is highly polished. One of the temples 
is built of sculptured portions of a former temple, 
imbedded in every imaginable position in the 
mortar. 

[ 




These temples, built about 385 years ago, are the 
famous Baijnatk Temples, and are used as places of 
worship, where a large number of pilgrims assemble 
every year. 



' 


The group of temples, 22 in number, is surrounded 
by a high wall enclosing an extensive courtyard 
paved with Chunar freestone, which serves to 
keep the courtyard clean. All the temples but 
three are dedicated to MaMdeva; the remaining 
three are dedicated to his wife, Gauri P&rbati. 
The pinnacles of the male and female temples are 
connected by silken ropes, 40 or 50 yards in length, 
from which depend gaudily-coloured cloths, wreaths, 
and garlands of flowers and tinsel, the whole sym¬ 
bolising the bond of marriage. The temples are of 
no interest to the archeologist, however interesting 
to the Hindu pilgrim. 


! : • . : 


* 

I 

The votive relics are in the form of temples of various 
sizes averaging about 4 feet. They are divided into 
storeys or tiers, in each compartment of which scenes 
religious and domestio are carved in relief. The 
sculptured fragments, once belonging to an earlier 
temple, were exhumed from mounds; they are lintels, 
thresholds, &c. The inscription is of Mahipala 
Deva dated Samvat 9; it is on a stone built into 
temple enclosure. The inscribed pillar is fluted 
with the bell-capital; it records the name of Magar- 
dhaja Yogi and date 700. 

96 

Ditto ... 

Deoghur 

! Pillars 

| ' 

1 

1 

At the western entrance to the town of Deoghur is a 
masonry platform about 6 feet in height and 20 feet 
square, supporting three large monoliths of con¬ 
torted gneiss rock of great beauty; two are vertical, 
and the third is laid upon the heads of the two 
uprights as a horizontal beam. These massive 
stones are 12 feet in length, each weighing upwards 
of seven tons; they are quadrilateral, each face 
being feet, or each stone is ten feet round. The 
horizontal beam is retained .in its place by mortise 
and tenon. By whom, or when, these ponderous 
stones were erected, no one knows. There is a 
faint attempt at sculpture at each end of the 
vertical faces of the horizontal beam, representing 
either elephants’ or crocodiles’ heads. 
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GAfiB DISTRICT, 



Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 


6 


7 

8 

9 


In custody of Pujaris and in 
daily use. 


Good ... 


Good order. This is known as 
the Hindola, and is one of the 
few undestroyed and unconvert¬ 
ed relics of the old Buddhist 
period, and the only one on which 
Mr. Beglar strongly recom¬ 
mended Government to spend 
the money required to keep it 
in permanent repair, if it cannot 
be otherwise kept up. 


i b 


For plan of these temples, see 
Plate IX, Vol. VIII of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports, and for a description 
of the temples, see pages 137 
to 145 of the same volume. 

Also pages 27 to 34 and Plate 
XI of Vol. XIX of the 
Archeological Survey Re¬ 
ports. 

See pages 463 to 466 of Vol. 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 

There are twenty-two photo¬ 
graphs in the Indian Museum. 


la 
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(5) SANTlL PAR 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


97 


Sant&l Par- 
ganas. 


98 


99 


100 


101 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Rajmahal 


Baradwdri 


Ditto 


Singhi Dalan 
Palace. 


R&jmahal (on the 
road from Raj 
mahal Bazar to 
the Jama mos¬ 
que). 


Rajmahal (on the 
R&jmahal-Tel* 
jhari road). 

R&j mahal (on the 
road from Raj- 
mahal Bazar to 
the J&ma mos¬ 
que). 


Mosques 


The BaradwArf is situated on a high knoll, and must 
have once been a most picturesque feature in the 
landscape. As it is, even in its ruins, with its 
numerous domes rising tier on tier, forming, as it 
were, a pyramid of domes, it forms a conspicuous 
and picturesque ruin. It is not, however, worthy 
of being repaired. It is not a typical example, 
and it is so dilapidated that it would cost more 
than would be justifiable when so many other ruins 
of historical importance and architectural skill He 
all over the province uncared for through want of 
funds. It was once a masjid ; but the curious 
point in it is that there are chambers at the back 
and sides, evidently intended as residences, and 
undoubtedly used as suoh. Mr. Beglar thought that 
a set of vaulted chambers existed below, or at least 
that the walls and the whole building are buried to a 
considerable depth in accumulation of ruins and in 
lator modifications of floors. The floors of the 
portion which he considered must have been used as 
a dwelling have been everywhere extensively dug 
into by people in search of treasure, but whether 
successfully or not is not known. 


A handsome structure. Is said to have been built by 
Shah Shuja, second son of Shah Jahan, Stands 
just over the bank of the river and is contiguous to 
the subdivision al office. 


There are two fine masjids of ancient date in the city 


Tomb of Nawab 
Meerum. 


Mosque 


No inscription 


The masjid may be roughly described as an oblong 
building, about 220 feet long by 65 feet wide, 
completely filling the west end of a court 220 
feet wide 'and about 500 feet long, which was 
once arcaded or provided with niches along its 
entire inner face. A gateway at the east end— 
once noble, now in picturesque ruin—gives 
access to the court, which is overgrown with 
thorny scrub, and interspersed with tombs and 
pitfalls. 

The fajade one© consisted of five archways in the 
pointed Saracenic style, of 17 to 18 feet clear span, 
the central one being larger than the rest, and 
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(5) 0ANTAL PAR 


No. District 


r ... Name of 

Locality. monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


provided with a projecting demi-portioo with ootago- 
nal towers at the two corners. The portioo was 
pierced by a noble archway 23 feet wide in 
space. Over the central arohway ran a corridor with 
small windows terminated at either end by massive 
square towers, continuations upwards of the abut¬ 
ments of the great arch below. Corresponding 
features, but without the arohway, form the bach 
fa 9 ade. A battlement cornice of the curved pattern 
whioh is so unmistakeable a feature, not only of the 
grand monumental architecture of Bengal Proper, 
but of every hut in that provinoe, ran at a height 
of about 30 feet above the ground along the front 
and rear fa 9 ades. It was broken at the great 
central aroh in front and its corresponding projec¬ 
tion at the hack by tbe square massive towers and 
windowed corridor already mentioned as surmount¬ 
ing the central great archway. Four octagonal 
towers rise at the four extreme corners of the 
masjid, terminated by short flat-domed tops and 
spires, and the domes between these on either side 
at the front and baok and the projecting high 
central piece complete the facade. In the interior 
it is divided into a great central nave, 50 feet long 
by 30 feet wide, and two aisles on either side. 
On the outer sides of the aisles run a series of four 
small two-storied chambers intended probably for 
the female congregation, or possibly as residences 
or oratories for the officiating priests. In the thiok- 
ness of the wall on the outer sides of these two-storied 
chambers, whioh form the outer north and south 
walls of the masjid, were stairs leading up to the 
upper row of ohambers and on to the roof. 


The main nave is roofed by a noble vault running 
from end to end, and screened from the front and 
back fa 9 ades by the towers and windowed corridors 
mentioned before. This vault rises from a higher 
level than the rest of the roof of the building, and 
being of the usual pointed style, rises to a great 
height (40 feet above the floor) above the domes 
whioh roof the aisles, and is a special feature in the 
construction. The lofty towers and windowed 
corridors which serve as a screen to it in front 
and back form commanding features of tbe exterior 
style of architecture, and, in the absence _ of any 
inscriptions, its date may, with fair certainty, be 
fixed at the first-half of the 14th century A. Ik 


The aisles are cut up, for convenience of roofing, into 
squares by cross-shaped pillars, and covered by 
domes of about 21 feet diameter. They spring at 
a lower level than the great vault. Lastly, the four 
two-storied chambers at either end are covered by 
four corresponding small domes at each end, also 
rising at a somewhat higher level than the domes 
of the aisles. 
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GANAS DISTRICT — continued\ 
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(5) SlNTAL PAR 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 





It will thus he seen that the lines of the facade are 
not only broken up with considerable artistic skill 
in plan, hut also, and even more boldly, in eleva¬ 
tion—a feature which soon ceased to eluiractoise 
Muhammadan buildings, as their power and the 
corresponding art talent in their kingdom decayod. 

102 

S&ntal Par- 
gan as. 

IJajmahal 

Monia Bibi’s 
tomb. 

A work of great antiquity, with one _ dome and _ a 
stone hearing an inscription of which a facsimile 
has been recently taken for submission to an ex¬ 
pert. 

103 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Monia Bibi’s 
tank. 

120 feet x 120 feet. Has masonry walls all round 
and four ghats. 

104 

Ditto 

Near Rajmalial 
Bazar. 

Man i atalao 
Tank# 

Situated olose to the Rajmalial (Cossim) Bazar. It 
must have been a fine tank in the olden times. It 
is a perfect square (175' x 175') with perpendicu¬ 
lar stone masonry walls about 30' deep built in on 
all the four sides with spacious masonry bathing 
ghats on each side, called after its founder, whose 
name was Mania Bewa. 

105 

106 

Ditto 

Ditto • • • 

Old Rajmalial (on 
the road from 
Rajmalial Bazar 
to the J ami. 
mosque). 

Hidaf, (about 4 
miles from the 
town of Rajma- 
hal). 

Mosque 

Jama mosque# 

One of the oldest, finest, and most worthy of preserv¬ 
ation in Old Rajmahal. 

This is a very beautiful building, built in 1592 by 
Man Singh, Akbar’s Rajput General. It was 
originally intended for a temple, hut was after¬ 
wards turned into the Jama masjid for fear of the 
Emperor. The ruins occupy an extensive area. 

107 

Ditto 

Hadaf, (about a 
hundred yards 
west of the Ja¬ 
ms Masj id). 

Sundhid Nath’s 
temple# 

It is a Siva temple and stands near the Jam* Masjid. 

108 

Ditto 

Hadaf 

Bridge 

This bridge, which was built about 250 years ago, 
has five piers, and is a very fine Musn'iuan struc¬ 
ture. B measures 236 feet in lengthy 24 feet 
roadway, 28 feet six inches centre elevation, three 
feet five inches height of balustrade, and two feet 
six inohes width of balustrade. It has six pointed 
arches of 10 feet span, five piers with cutwaters at 
both the wings, and four round bastions, one at 
each corner, with top for prayer. 


1 „ .. 


I 

Situated a few hundred yards to the north of the 
J6ma Masjid, on tho old Muhammadan road to 
Sakri (Sahebgarij). It is yearly submerged by 
Gangotio inundation. The bridge is said to be^ 





























































GAljflS DISTRICT— continued. 


j • • 

Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In custody of Nawab of Mur- 
sbidAbcid. 

Requires repairs badly 

i 

V 1 

1 
I 

iii 


Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

ii/> 


In use and in the custody of the 
Nawab of Mursbidabad. 

Masonry work badly in want of 
repairs, and the silt should he 
cleared out. The work could 
he done or Its. 1,200 only. 

iii 


No custodian, and not in UBe ... 

In good order and worth con¬ 
serving. 

ii 


Ditto ditto 

Is rapidly falling in 

1 

iii 

See page 390 of Vol. XI of 
Hunter’s Imperial Gazetteer 
of India. 

Ditto ditto 

! 

Can be well preserved with few 
petty repairs, but it is now 
covered with jungle. The cost 
of these repairs together with 
the cost of the conservation of 
the great Jam& Mas] id may be 
roughly estimated at Rs. 7,050. 

iii 

1 . ■ ■ ■ '; > 

Road Cess Committee. Yery 
little used now. 

Is in a fair state of preservation, 
only that large trees have 
grown into the masonry. These 
should be uprooted, and some 
little masonry, pointing and plas¬ 
tering done too, would keep 
the bridge in good condition. 
This work could be done for 
Rs. 1,000. 

ib 
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(5) SiNTiL PAR, 


District. 


Looality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


S&nttl Par- 


Near Begumpore 
and Tillage Gro- 
dagaiij. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Residence of 
Shah Sujah. 


Tomb of Bakht 
Homa. 


contemporaneous with the Masjid. It is o:: 

six spans of 10 feet each, having Gothic arohes anc 
massive piers and abutments. It measures 30 fee ; 
from parapet to bed. 

Said to have been the pleasure retreat (villa) of Shah 
Sujah. An underground masonry bath approaches 
from ahove by masonry Bteps built all round stil, 
remains and a part of the ancient range of buildings 
The Phulhari consists of several briok houses, each of 
such a size as is usually ocoupied by the chief Euro¬ 
pean officer of Government residing in the country 
and placed at some distance from each other in 
a fine grove of mango trees. Its size is no doubt 
suited for the abode of a person of high rank, but 
it retains no trace of elegance. Built by N&wab 
Maderdowla and endowed by his son, Murmur AH 
Khan. 

This tomb is certainly the building of best* taste in 
the place. Bakht Homa was the widow of Shaistd 
Khan, who is said to have been an aide-de-camp to 
Aurangzeb. A square space containing, perhaps, 3 
acres has been surrounded by a neat briok wall, con¬ 
sisting of a series of arches filled up by a small 
thiokness of wall which produces a pleasing effect and 
saves materials. At eaoh corner is a neat octagonal 
building, the lower storey as high as the wall, the 
upper covered with a dome and having in each side 
a wide arched window. In the middle of one side 
is the entrance by a lofty, wide, and handsome gate, 
which is arched and ornamented with a dome and 
minarets. This area is planted, and in the centre is 
the tomb, which is square, with an open gallery of 
three arches on each side and a small chamber at each 
corner.. The building is adorned at the comers by 
four minarets, too low, as usual here, but in other 
respects neat. The tomb in the centre is covered 
by a dome of brick, and eaoh of the corner apart¬ 
ments is covered by a wooden cupola with eight 
windows. The cupola, the upper parts of the mi¬ 
narets, and the whole cornice are painted with very 
bright oolours. On the cornice especially is a row 
of fine blue Iris, very gaudy, but exceedingly stiff. 


Ditto 

Sbadipur 

Temples 

| Five old temples 

Ditto 

Karaon 

Ditto 

Contains old temples ... ... ... 

Ditto 

Bhaskinath 

Temple ... 

Enshrines an insoribed soulpture of the 10th century 

Ditto 

Noni 

Ditto 

Contains an old temple ... ... ... 

Ditto 

Teliagurhi 

Fort ruins ... 

Fort of Sultan Shuja. It is a considerable fortress, 
the two extreme gates being about a mile apart. 
They are built of stone, while the houses witbin are 
of brick. Shuja built it as a frontier fort between 
Bengal and Bihar. 









































QAlgiS DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

- —— — -jz~~--sazr“*-r,at 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Is owned by Babu Chhaterput 
Singh, zamindar of Siiksena, 
but there is no oustodian. 

In ruins now, but worth con¬ 
serving, for whioh an outlay 
of Rs. 500 might suffice. 

iii 

See pages 326 to 327 of Hun¬ 
ter’s Statistical Account of 
the Sant&l Parga^as. 


Although this tomb has a. consi¬ 
derable endowment it is fast 
hastening to ruin, and the condi¬ 
tion of the grounds is exceed¬ 
ingly slovenly. 

iii 

Ditto ditto. 


In a dilapidated state ... 

iii 


In use 

’ : ■ 1 

In good order 

1 

\ib 


Pujaris; in use 

Ditto 

i b 


In use and in the oustody of the 
local priests. 

Looked after by the priests 

i b 


No oustodian and not in use ... 

Completely in ruins and not 
worth spending any money on. 

iii 

See pages 66 and 67 of Vol. It 
of Martin’s Eastern India. 

1 M .... 

























8. ORlS&Jk. 


CLA8SIFI 

[See Government of India, Homo Department 

I.—Those monuments which, from their present condition and historical or 

II.—Those monuments which it is now only possible or desirable to save 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like. 

III.—Those monuments which, from their advanced stage of decay or 

I (a) and II (a ).—Monuments in the possession or charge of Government 
conservation. 

I (b) and II (b).~ Monuments in the possession or charge of private 


OTJTTACK 






No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

Cuttack ... 

Cuttack 

BaraWti Fort 

■ 1 .. —*•— - - --——-- 

This is known as the citadel of Cuttack and is 
situated on the south bank of the Katjuri river, 
opposite to the oity. Its construction is assigned 
to various . monarchs, reigning at -widely different 
dates. Stirling is of opinion that it was probably 
kuilt by R&ja Ananga Bhim Dev in the 14th century 
A. D. lie has placed on record a detailed descrip¬ 
tion of the building, but there is very little in its 
present appearance which answers to that descrip¬ 
tion. Some of the stones of this fort have been 
used for various public buildings. The “great 
arohed gateway in the eastern face ” mentioned by 
Stirling and a fine old mosque called after Fathi 
•khan Rahman are almost the only obieots of 
antiquarian interest which remain intact. 

2 

Ditto 

’; v 7 i 

Ohandwar op¬ 

posite Cuttack 
town. 

Fort ruins 

The walls of a largo fort still traceable. Aoeording to 
tradition the walls were one krosa long on each side 
Numerous mounds and several temples still exist 
mside. Ohandwar was for a long time the old 
capital of the Hindu kings of Orissa, and a copper¬ 
plate grant of the 6th or 7th oentury A.D. was dug 
up here some years ago. Exploration is desirable. 

3 

-i 

Ditto 

Alamgir Hill 

Mosque of 

Taklit-i-Sulai- 
man. 

m i >s . < l UG on the southern face of the Alti 

hills 2,o00 feet above the level of the country. It 
is a plain stone building consisting of a single room 
surmounted by a dome. It faces the east. In 
front there is aplatform surrounded by a thick wall 
with a gate, lowards the west high and rough 
peaks overlook the building, hut to its north a high 
terrace has been raised for the reception of der¬ 
vishes and pilgrims. Its whitewalls form a con¬ 
spicuous mark on the hill side which can bo seen 
for many miles to the south. The ascent is from 
tae east and oonsists of a steep road paved 
witn rough stones which still retain some sem¬ 
blance of steps. On the southern side of the 
mosque, on the edge of the precipice, is the 
saored tank, a small shallow hole about 10 feet 
by o and 3 feet deep cut in the rock. It is now 





































DIVISION. 


CATION. 

Resolution No. 3—168—83, dated 26th November 1883.] 

archeological value, ought to be maintained in permanent good repair. 

from further decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve— 

or in respect of which Government must undertake the cost of all measures of 

bodies or individuals. 


DISTRICT. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remabks. * 


6 

7 

8 

9 


Government 


It is resorted to by pilgrims on 
ocoasions of festivals. 

The expenses are covered by the 
profits of an endowment of 
60 acres of land granted by 
Sujauddin. 


In good condition ... 


la and 
Ila. 


In a fair state of repair. The 
roof and walls are entirely free 
from vegetation, and the place 
is kept neat and clean. 


See pages 83-84 of Hunter's 
Statistical Account of the 
Cuttack district. 

For a full description of the 
antiquities in Orissr. see the 
two volumes of Dr. Rajendra 
Lfila Mitra’s work on the 
subject. 


i b 


See pages 90-92 of Hunter's 
Satistical Account of the 
Cuttack district. 
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CUTTACK 


o. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Cuttack 


Udayagiri Hill. 


Ruins of Bud¬ 
dhist temple. 


dry , but the legend is that it was formerly a spring 
of water formed by Sulaiman’s striking the rook 
'with hie staff. The tank was said to have been full 
of water till Suja-uddin’s time, when a soldier of 
his army having outraged a female pilgrim to the 
shrine, the lympha pudica dried up, and has never 
flowed since. The soldier and the woman were 
buried at the foot of the hill, and every passer¬ 
by throws a stone on the grave, which has thus 
become a huge mound or cairn by the roadside. 
The following is a translation of the Persian 
inscription on three slabs of blaok chlorite, 
one over each door of the mosque, dated 1132 
Hijri:— 

When Suja-uddin Mahammad made this shrine, that 
from it might shine the light of religion, I sought 
from my heart the year of its tdrikh that tho build¬ 
ing* of it might bo made evident.” . . ' 

Cease from the endeavour and say * quoth the inscrip¬ 
tion ? (it is) the sway of the highest paradise.” 

The hill on which this mosque stands is called by 
the Hindus Baradihi or great site. 

The hill encircles the ruins like an amphitheatre. 
The principal temple was that of Buddha. It con¬ 
sisted of three parts,—first, the sanctuary containing 
a oolossal image of Buddha in a sitting meditative 
posture. The image is now buried up to tho breast, 
and seems about 10 feet high with the pedestal. 
In front of the sanctuary was a porch, the ruins 
of which, alone are visible. It existed as late as 
1870, and was supported by rectangular pillars. 
The doorways of the poroh bore on their face four 
series of elaborate carvings. The temple was enclosed 
by a wall of brick with a gate facing the east. The 
site of the wall is now indioatedby a mound. North 
of this temple one comes across two large images 
of Bodhisattvas, both well carved and bearing 
several smaller figures on the sides. The one further 
off is 7 feet high, four handed, with seven holy 
men on the top cut in gravels. On the back of it 
is a long inscription in the Kutila character in 2i 
lines. Several oarved stones lie scattered about. 

Further north two more images have been recently 
discovered; one has been dug out of a mound of 
old bricks, the other was brought to sight by 
clearing j ungle. Both are Bodhisattvas about 6 
feet high. 

To the west of the main temple is a baphi or large 
well cut in the rock. It is 23 feet square, 28 feet 
deep from the top of the rock to the edge of the 
water, surrounded by a stone terrace 941 feet long 
and about 39 feet broad. The entrance to the 
terrace is guarded by two monolithio pillars, the 
tops of whioh are broken. The edge of the well 
and the extremity of the terrace are lined with 
battlements of large blocks of wrought stone. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
* conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

•• 

6 

7 

8 



Some of the Buddhist statues 
have been carried to Kendra- 
ptfri^by the aamindar. 


Remarks. 


See pages 92-94 of Hunter's 
Statistical Account of the 
Cuttaok district* 
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CUTTACK 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding tlie monument. 


Cuttack ... 


Ditto 


Baradihi Hill 


Naltigiri Hill 


Fort ruins 


Euins of Bud- 
dliist temple. 


rounded on the top, and three feet m height, 
leaving a wide passage or walk behind. The 
well is situated at the southern extremity of the 
terrace. From the north and in the middle of the 
terrace, a few yards off the entranoe, a flight of 
steps, 31 in number, runs down the rook as an 
approach to the water. The rock between the 
lowest step and the well has been cut into an arch, 
and on its faee there is an inscription of which 
the following is a transcript faf 
spfitJTj or the well of the royal offioer, Bra] a 
Ndga. At the entranoe of the amphitheatre is 
a large image of the two-handed Padmapani 
Bodhisattva standing on a pedestal, in all about 
8 feet high. It is cut out of a single gneiss 
slab. 

The ruins of a small fort are visible through brambles 
and shrubs. The main gate faces east with the 
walls composed of two stones side by side. 

The hill consists of two unequal peaks with a small 
pass between. The principal ruins are on the 
smaller peak. On the pass is a smaller temple of 
guru Vasuli Ttakurdni, modern, hut built of old 
materials. The roof of the porch is fallen. In five 
niohes stood five images of Bodhisattvas, one of 
which still stands, but the other four are lying on 
the ground with their faces upwards. These images 
are five feet high, out in high relief, and the last holds 
a lotus with stem in one hand. The standing one 
and two of the fallen bear letters in Kutila 
character, probably the Buddhistio creed formula— 
“Ye dharma hetu, &c.” Higher up is another small 
temple with the roof fallen ; still higher up the 
ground is levelled and is covered with mounds_ of 
brioks, dressed stones, carved stones and rubbish. 
Evidently a palace existed here. According to 
traditiou the palace was one of King Yasukalpa 
Kesari. A small sandalwood tree is growing m 
one corner. Two images have been lately dug out 
of these ruins—one 8 feet high and the other 6 foe 
and many probably remain buried. 

At the foot of the other peak is a level plot 
of ground 220 feet by 340 feet, said to have 
been the site of the royal stable and pilkhana 
with apartments for officers. At the hill end of this 
are visible eight stone images, one buried obliquely 
up to the chin, one lying prone with head broken, the 
other six standing. 'They are well carved figures 
holding either a lotus (budding or full blown) or 
a nvmphala, One is a female figure? the others 
male. On the top of the peak is a terraced stone 
platform. This is probably the remains of a temple 
or of a watch tower. At the other end of the pass 
is a fine female image with her hair bound by a 
fillet. In three places Kutila characters are visible 
rnuoh besmeared with vermilion. 













































DISTRICT— continued . 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

6 

7 

8 


Remakes. 


Mi 


In ruin 


Do. 


Illilil 



pISisilBpfl 

- 

4< .‘to 1 « 




111 


111 


See page 94 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Aooountof the Guttaok 
district. 

See pages 94-5 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Cuttack district. 
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CUTTACK 


No. 


Distriot. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Cuttack 


OhhatiA Hill 


10 


11 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Cave 

Ditto 

Mahdviniiyaka 

Hill. 

Temple of 

Mahaveni- 
ke&var. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Teligarh fort 

Ditto 

Ratnagiri hill (on 
the north bank 
of the Kelno 
Branch). 

Temples of 

Mahak&lf, 


Amar&vati fort On the east side of the hill are the ruins of a fort 
named Amar^vati. The walls are quadrangular with 
only one gate facing the east; they are of laterite. 
The zenana rooms are indicated by a high platform 
with broken pillars; on a smaller platform stood a 
temple now fallen. The images of Indra and of his 
wife Indr&ni are still existent, both well-carved life- 
size figures. According to tradition Amardvatf fort 
was one of the fine kotakas or camps of the Xisori 
Kings. 

On the western side of the hill is a small cave with 
verandah. This was probably the handiwork of 
Jaina ascetics. The cave is barren of ornamenta¬ 
tion, and has not been explored so far as known. 

A small temple half way np the hill on the north 
side. The basement is old, but the walls and roof 
are modern, patched up with old carvings. 

On the south side of the hill are the ruins of a fort 
known as “Teligarh.” The walls were of laterite; 
the inner rooms were also of laterite with the door¬ 
ways of gneiss. 

A small hill on the top of which numerous remains 
were discovered by Babu Mano Mohan Chakravarti. 
At present there is on it a temple dedicated to M'a- 
li&k&li. The temple is modern and, ouriously enoixgh, 
faoes the west. Near its gate are fine stone images 
1 to 3| feet high, none resembling any known Hindu 
or Buddhistic figure. Proceeding eastwards one is 
bewildered by the large and varied nature of the carv¬ 
ings. Many elaborately carved images must be 
buried here. Several have been dug up and erected. 
Proceeding further east one catches sight of a 
colossal image kept in an enclosure. The figure 
is a male sitting on a lotus seat, below whioh are 
three rows of figures. Near the sides are males 
armed and riding on lions’ couch ant on elephants. 
The upper portion is beautifully carved. The 
head is enoircled by a halo, from whose top springs 
two delicate leafy branches. Below these are dots 
ending in two ducks finely carved. The whole is 
one entire slab of gneiss, and forming one of the 
best specimens of Indian sculpture. Near this are ’ 
two half-round stones containing Kutila inscriptions, 
one very lately discovered. On the highest part 
of the hill is a briok mound, evidently the ruins of 
a temple. Two enormous heads have been dug 
out (heads of Buddha) with thick lips and rather flat 
nose of a decidedly African type. Stones carved 
with animals, foliage and arabesque designs plenti¬ 
fully abound, aud excavations here would be richly 
rewarded. There is an old bapi (well) at the foot of 
the hill. 

Tradition asoribes the temple, &c., to king Yasukalpa 
Uesnri, the same king who built the palace at 
Naltigiri. 
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DI8TBICT— continued. 




Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remakks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 


In ruins 

iii 

See page 96 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Cut- 
taok district. 



... 



bee pages 96-7 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Cuttack district. 














































CUTTACK 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


S'arangarh [5 
miles south-west 
of Cuttack 
town]. 


Ohateesvara 

Salepur. 


m 


J&jpur (Subdivi- 
sional Officer’s 
compound). 


tTijpur 


Fort ruins 


Temple 

Siva. 


of 


Statue of Vara- 
hini. 


Mosque of Abu 
Nasir Kh&n. 


The ruins of an old fort still exist in the midst of 
the jungle: literally the name means the fort of 
Churang or Choreganja, the founder of the Ganga- 
vath^a dynasty (1104—1111 A.D.). A large tank 
near it may still be seen bearing the name of Churang 
pokhri. S'arangarh has been repeatedly men¬ 
tioned in Orissa history. Under its walls KaMp&h&r 
fought his last great battle with the CJriya chiefs. 


A middle-sized temple of Siva with a porch. The 
porch contains a stone slab with an inscription in 
Kutila character. According to the inscription the 
temple was built by order of the King Ananga 
Bhima Leva (1119—-1121 A.D.). 

The archaeological remains of the Cuttack district 
are for the most part confined to the ruins at Jajpur 
and the antiquities on the Alti Hills. 

Within the compound of the Subdivisional Officer's 

2 uarters are four gigantic images named Varahini, 
/hamuntM, Indrdni, and Kaliyuga. The first three 
are members of the Hindu group known as Seven 
Mothers. They were removed from the adjoining 
dsthan of a Muhammadan “pfr.” They are of 
bluish gneiss (not chlorite). 

Kaliyuga is a colossal image of coarse gneiss and was 
brought from S'antm&dhab, about a mile off, where 
it was lying buried. It is broken in two pieces, 
the legs also having partly gone. 

Adjoining the compound of the ^Subdivisions! Office 
stands a mosque with two minarets. It is about 
70 feet long by 80 broad. It has four minarets on 
the east face; those in the centre small; the two at 
the outside large. From the ground to the summit 
of the two highest minarets may be about 50 or 
60 feet. On the roof are three domes, the largest 
being in the centre and measuring about 80 feet in 
circumference at the springing of the arch. These 
domes are mere coverings to three flat groined 
domes, which form the roof of the interior. There 
are openings to the interior of the domes on the 
roof, and very possibly they were used, and are used, 
as places of concealment. There are three Gothic 
doorways on the east face. Over the oentre one is 
a Persian inscription, of which the following is a 
translation:—“In the time of Aurangzeb, whose 
splendour reaches the stars, and will remain as long 
as the stars endure, in the time of the Nawab whose 
virtues are altogether beyond praise or description, 
the Nawab established, in the city of Jajpur, a 
mosque of such magnificence that the domes of it 
make the sky conceal itself. If you desire to hear 
the messages of the Angels, spend a night in it. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remakes. 

6 

. 7 

8 

9 

In charge of a chaukidar 

Deplorably neglected 

. • • 

i a 


In Government custody 

The removal of the figures to the 
Indian Museum appears desir¬ 
able. 

ii a 

See pages 335-36 of a The 
Aooount Geographical, Statis¬ 
tical, and Historical, of Orissa 
Proper, or Cuttack,” by Mr. 
A. Stirling, in Vol. XY of 
the Journal of the Asiatic 
Society, printed in 1825. 

Also pages 85-86 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Cuttack district. 

There are three photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Caloutta. 

In the oustody of the Muham 
madans, who still use it as t 
place of worship. 

- The stair loading up to the 
i roof and the south-east mina¬ 
ret has recently been repaired 
under orders of the Local Gov¬ 
ernment. The other minaret is 
being repaired under a grant 
from the Looal Government. 
The encroachment of the river 
has been stopped by the river 
embankment. 

i b 

See page 86 of Hunter’s Statis¬ 
tical Aooount of the Cuttack 
district. 

There is a photograph of the 
mosque in the Indian Museum, 
Caloutta. 
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ODTTAOK 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Temples of Ja~ 
gann&th. and 
of K&li. 


Temple of Va- 
r&han&th. 


Abu Nasir KMn reigned when the mosque was 
erected, then was the time of Abu Nasir KMn.” 
The arithmetical value of the letters give the date 
of the building 1098 Hijri. 

These two temples adjoin eaoh other and stand on 
the south bank of the river Vaitarani The temple of 
JaganMth was built in the time of Kaghoji Bhonsla, 
the Mahratta Viceroy. It has no carvings. The 
idol was removed from the fort at Sholampuri. 
The temple of K61i is older, and is of the usual 
Orissan type. In its three outer niches are images 
of Kartikeya, Granesa and Vishnu, eaoh about a foot 
high. Within the porch the priests have gathered a 
number of small images not badly carved. To the 
east of K&lf s temple is a raised gallery containing 
eight life-size monolithic statues, viz., of the 
Seven Mothers (sapta matris) and the Nrisimha 
Avat&r, Stirlingt writes of them as follows:— 
“ They are said to have been recovered lately out 
of the sand of the river, where they were tossed 
by the Moguls on their shrines being destroyed, by 
a mahajan of Outtaok, who built the edifice in 
which they are now deposited. They differ little 
in Btyle and dimensions from those above described, 
but appear to be cut out of blocks of basalt, or 
green stone, instead of chlorite shist. They are 
styled respectively K£li, Indrani, Kaum&ri, Kud- 
r6nl, Var&hini, Vaishnavi, and Jama M&tri. The 
figure of K&li is sculptured in a very spirited 
manner; she is represented with an axe in on© 
hand and a cup full of blood in the other, dancing 
in an infuriated attitude, after the destruction of 
the Giant Eakta VI j a, and trampling unconsciously 
on her husband Mah&dev, who, as the fable runs, 
had thrown himself at her feet to solicit her to 
desist from those violent movements, which were 
shaking the whole world. That of Tama Matri, the 
“ mother of Yama,” is also a very striking and 
remarkable piece of sculpture. Her form is that of 
a hideous cleorepid old woman, seated on a pedestal, 
quite naked, with a countenance alike expressive 
of extreme age and that sourness of disposition 
whioh has rendered her proverbial as a scold. 
There are likewise five representations in this 
mythological gallery of the Nara Simha Avatdr, 
and the Giant R&vaiia, with his hundred heads 
and arms.” 

This is built on an island in the middle of the river 
Vaitaraid. The temple is old, and is said to have 
been repaired by King Prat&p Eudra Deva (1496— 
1530 A.D.). Ohaitanya, the Bengal Apostle of 
Vaishnavism, visited it about 1510 A..D. It pro¬ 
bably had many carvings on the outside, but these 
are all now concealed by a thick coating of plaster. 
The temple is approached by a flight of steps 
from the JAjpur side, which go by the name of 
Da3&4vamodha gh&t. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
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conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation- 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Still used as places of worship 


iift 

See pages 86-88 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Cuttaok district, 
t See Stirling’s work, which is 
referred to on page 358. 


In a fair state of preservation, 
but there are a few plants grow¬ 
ing on it. 

iift 
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m2 

































CUTTACK 




District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Cuttack 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Jaipur 

(Close to the chak 
about half a mile 
from the sub- 
divisional cut- 
cherry.) 


Do. [nearly 2 
miles off from 
the cutcherry]. 


Temple of Ak- 
handales'var. 


Do. [close to 
the temple of 
Biraj aj. 


Do. [on the 
south bank of 
the Stream 
Hamsa Nala]. 

Ohandesvar, JAj- 
pur.' ■ 


Temple of Bi¬ 
raja. 


Temple 

Angesvar. 


of 


Temple of Tri- 
loohanesvar. 


Pillar 


This is a small but old temple of Siva (lingam). 
The MaduH Pafiji (the ohronioles of the temple 
of Jagannath) records a grant by king Ananga 
Bhima Deva to this temple. The porch has fallen; 
on its pavement the priests have gathered several 
votive offerings similar to miniature chaityas, and a 
few small images; one of them two feet high is well 
carved, naked, with a plaoid countenance, e vidently 
the image of a Jain Tirthankar. 

This is the most important temple in JAjpur town. 
The site is very old. Biraja Kshetra is mentioned 
m the Mahahhamt, Banaparva 85, Adya sloka 6 et 
seq, and cannot therefore be later than the 2nd or 3rd 
century A.D. The present temple is comparatively 
recent and cannot be placed earlier than the four¬ 
teenth century. The outer wall had fallen and is 
bemg slowly rebuilt by a “babajl” from donations 
given by pilgrims. Several old carvings, including 
different specimens of finely carved latticed stono 
windows, have been incorporated in the new 
wall. 


A small temple without any poroh in whioh the 
piesiding deity, a 4< lingam,” is believed to change 
its colour every quarter of the day. This temple 
must be of some antiquity, as it is mentioned in the 
Madala Panji as having received a grant from King 
Ananga Bhima Deva. 6 


A middle-sized temple with many carvings on tho 
outside. An old temple in a fair state of preserva- 


This is about 22 feet high, and stands on a pedestal 
made ol three enormous blooks of stone, each about 
5 feet long, 5 feet broad, and about 2 feet thick. 
I he monolith itself is 3§ feet square at the 
bottom; it is bevelled off for some inohes at eaoh 
corner, and then runs up into a fluted shaft for 
about 20 feet. The circumference of the column, 
when the fluting begins, is over 11 feet, and the 
height is thus about six diameters. On the top of 
the monolith is another enormous stone over 6 feet 
high wrought into a regular capital. The lower 
part of the capital is round for about 4 feet up. 
On this garlands are sculptured; then the stone is 
cut into the shape of a lotus calyx, on which the 
upper portion rests. This upper portion forms a 
square of about 4| feet, and looks as if intended 
to support a statue of some sort. About half 
a mile from this column is found the sacred 
vulture of Yishnu (Garud), which the column is 
said to have supported till the time of the Mughal 
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Custody or present use. 


Present state o£ preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


8 


Remarks. 


' *• *<•'? , v"/; . ; 



iii 


ra 


See page 86 of Hunter’s Statis¬ 
tical Account of the Cuttack 
district. 

There is a photograph of the 
pillar in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 































CUTTACK 


cality. 


Nam© of 
monument. 


, J4jpur 


Bridge 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


invasion, when K61&p6h£r pulled it down with some 
difficulty. The Muhammadan General attempted 
to pull the column down by ohains and teams of 
elephants, but failed. The enormous oapital of 
the column appears to have been moved an inch 
or two from its position, but the monolith remains 
as firmly fixed as on the day it was set up. At 
the corners of the square portion of the capital 
and of the square part at the bottom of the mono¬ 
lith holes have been drilled as if for ropes or ohains 
to pass through. This column is really well 
sculptured, and the workmanship shows a consider¬ 
able advance on that of the statue of Buddha. The 
garud wbioh is said to have crowned this column 
is in a pucka thakurbari about half a mile from 
ChandestSar. It stands on a sort of base, corre¬ 
sponding to the capital on the top of the monolith. 
This base is about three feet high and of one block 
of mugni stone. At its lowest part it is round and 
9| feet in circumference and adorned with sculp¬ 
tured heads of lions. Over this the stone is like the 
capital of the monolith cut into the shape of a 
lotus calyx. This is 12 feet in circumference. 
The stone then is left a square platform. On this 
platform, four feet two inohes square, stands the 
garud itself. The figure is in a kneeling position 
and is four feet high. It is fastened down to the 
square platform with lime. There can be no doubt 
that the base on which this figure stands belongs to 
the monolith. In the four corners of the platform 
holes are drilled exactly as in the corners of the 
monolith and its capital. The pillar must have 
been part of a large temple (facing its eastern gate); 
no sign of which is now visible. 


This bridge is over the Mndagui Branch. It 
is a very peculiar 11-arched bridge not far from 
J&jpur. It is similar to the one called the Athara- 
nala bridge near Puri, the arches being formed 
entirely by corbelling or making each successive 
layer of masonry overlap by five or six inches the 
layer below, until the two piers come at the top 
to within a foot of each other. On this space a 
long narrow block of stone is laid as a sort of 
keystone. Over the keystone transversely enor¬ 
mous blooks of stone, some of them 4| feet long and 
half that in breadth, are laid apparently with the view 
of making the upper layer of the piers on each side 
grip the keystone. Each of the layers is formed of 
stone about a foot thick. The lower half of these 
stones at the openings or arches is bevelled off for 
about six inohes, the upper half being perpendi¬ 
cular. In this way each side of the arch resembles 
an inverted stair with the edges of the steps worn 
off. The whole bridge is about 240 feet long 
and 32 feet broad, and each of the piers is about 
10 or 12 feet wide. The arches or openings are 
small near each end of the bridge, and become 
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Custody or presont use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 


A few plants have grown on its 
faces. 
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CUTTACK 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

% 

2 

3 

4 

5 

24 

Cuttack ... 

Deuly [2 miles 
west of the sta¬ 
tion dharma- 
sdla]. 

/ ■ 1 

Temple of Go- 
karnesvar. 

larger in the middle. The height of the central 
opening is about 9 feet, and the width is about 10 
at the bottom. The smallest openings are five feet 
high and six feet wide at the bottom. The abut¬ 
ments at each end are of laterite; in the centre the 
masonry is of coarse red granite. In the highest 

, arch there are about 12 tiers of masonry above 
ground. There are two points, however, in the 
bridge which tell somewhat against its antiquity. 
The first is that in various parts of the piers and 
under the opening arches one notices stones which 
have evidently formed parts of another and old 
structure. Here and there one notices on the stone 
bits of chequered carving, and on the centre of the 
piers on the upper or flood side of the bridge there 
are a number of stones with baa-reliefs on them. 
These bas-reliefs are disposed with a certain regu¬ 
larity in the centre of eaoh pier, but it is evident 
that they have come from an older structure and 
been fitted into this. One of these is a carving 
probably intended for a representation of Buddha 
in a sitting posture. It has got the square broad face 
and long ears, heavy head and feet, one sees in figures 
of Buddha. The other point is the two kinds of stone 
used. The laterite of the abutments and of one or 
two of the smaller side arches and the coarse 
granite of the centre arches would indicate that 
at least the masonry of the centre arches is of more 
recent oonstruotion than that at the sides. In any 
case, however, the bridge must have been con¬ 
structed before the.Mughal conquest of Orissa, and 
possibly the explanation of the difference in th?* 
stone is that the centre arches of laterite having 
fallen in, the ruins of some Buddhist temples were 
used to rebuild it. 

A small temple with lingam picturesquely situated 
on the bend of the river Br&hmani round the Deuly 
hill. The roof of the pillared hall has fallen, and the 
temple is in a bad state. In front grows a banyan 
tree, at the foot of which is a life-size monolithic 
image of the four-handed Vishnu finely carved. 
This was picked up a few years ago in the river-bed. 


BALASOKE 


Balasore ... 

Sholampuri, op¬ 
posite Jijpur. 

Port ruins ... 

The remains of an old fort built of briok. Accord¬ 



ing to tradition it was built under the orders of 
Kapilendra Deva, King of Orissa (1434—1469). 
Inside the fort are the ruins of a middle-sized 
temple with a tank. The Muhammadans destroyed 
the temple. 
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DISTEICT. 


Not in any one’s custody 


In utter ruins 


in 


q e <4 
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BALASORE 


No, 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


26 


27 


28 


29 


Balasore 


Ditto 


Ditto ... 


Ditto 


Balasore 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Kupari, police- 
station Soro. 


Kaclam rasul 
mosque. 


Jdmd Mosque 


Mahratta 

Bridge. 


Temple 


Said to have been erected by order of the Emperor 
Aurangzeb. It contains some tombs of celebrated 
Muhammadans. There is a stone containing a 
footprint said to be that of Muhammad the prophet 
let into the wall of the mosque. There is a Persian 
inscription consisting of a couplet which means 
that the ground which contains your footprint 
deserves the adoration of sages for ages. 


Said to have been erected by the Emperor Axirangzeb. 
There is a Persian inscription on the front part of it. 


Stone bridge on the second mile of the Gopin^th Man- 
dir road called the Mahratta bridge. The bridge is 
believed to have been erected by the Hon kings of 
Orissa. 


Stone temple. The tradition connected with it is 
that l£rip£cMrya, a Er&hman warrior mentioned 
in the Mahibh&rat, performed a homa ceremony at 
this place after the Kurus had been beaten in the 
Gogriha war. 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
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conservation. 

Classifi¬ 
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Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

It is in the custody of a Muham¬ 
madan, and is used for prayers 
and other-religious ceremonies. 
The compound is used as a 
burial ground. 

The entrance of the mosque is 
in a dilapidated state. It is 
preserved fry the income from 
endowed lands. 

ii6 

r. . j '; i ' 

It is in the custody of a Muham¬ 
madan and is used for prayers 
by Muhammadans. 

It is in a dilapidated state and 
is supposed to be looked after by 
the Muhammadan community. 

lib 


It is in the custody of the 
District Engineer, and the pil¬ 
grims visiting the temple of 
Mahidev Gargessvar pass over 
it 

Serviceable state. It is periodi¬ 
cally repaired by the District 
Engineer. 

i a 


1 

The only important object of 
antiquarian interest in this 
district is the remains of a 
building supposed to have been 
a Mahratta temple in the little 
village of Kuari, situated at 
the foot of the Gazna hill of 
the Nilgai range. 

The body of the structure is 
about 30 feet long by 30 feet 
broad, and consists of a rectan¬ 
gular basement of blocks of 
latorite, on which has been 
erected a range of pillars, fotjr 
on each side and two at eaoh 
end. Six of these pillars nTe 
still standing; they are about 
six feet high and have each been 
hewn out of one block of stone. 
At one end there was a portico 
or entranoe of a similar struc¬ 
ture, but none of the pillars 
now remain standing. At the 
other end of the centre build¬ 
ing there was an inner temple, 
probably the abode of the god 
or goddess, which is also com¬ 
pletely in ruins. On the north 
side of the ruins there is a 
small tank of considerable depth, 
about 25 feet by 25 feet, with 
a flight of stone steps leading 
down to it, all hewn out of the 
solid rock. At some little dis¬ 
tance south of these ruins is a 
mound of considerable extent 
now overgrown with jungle. 
Nothing is visible, but two large 

iii 

1 

| 
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Nc 

>, Distriot. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

30 

Balasore .. 

Jellasore 

Port ruins ... 

i 

It is said to he one of three forts (the remains of the 
two others exist at Bardiha and pargauA Fulhata) 
belonging to the Bhunyas or ancient rulers of the 
country; now known as pargana Fatiabad. 

31 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Mosque 

Said to have been built by a Nawab in the sixteenth 
century. There is a Persian inscription on a stone 
slab. 


PURI 

32 

** 

Puri 

Puri 

(i) The great 
temple. 

1 

The temple of JagannatL 

This temple was built by King AnafigA BMma Deva, 
Lord of Elephants, in the twelfth year of his reign. 

Gold and jewels to the value of a million and-a-half 
measures of gold were set apart for the work, being 
estimated at half-a-million sterling in the money 
of our time. Fourteen years the artificers laboured, 
and the temple was finished in AD. 1198. 

1 he great temple of Jagann&th stands in the centre of 

Pun, within an enclosure measuring 620 feet by 

600 feet, and surrounded by a stone wall 20 feet 
high. On eaoh side of the enclosure is an entrance, 
the most celebrated of which is the gate on the east 
side, opening into the Bara Da$da. It is flanked 
^^ 0SSa l figures of lions, and thenoe called 
‘Simha Dvar ’ or Lion Gate. In front of this 
gate in the centre of the road stands a beautiful 
fluted column of black basalt, about 40 feet high. 
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6 

7 

. 

8 

9 


sentry boxes of large blocks of 
later it e. To the west of the 
ruins there is a large tank, on 
the banks of whioh there is 
what the natives call a padmapad. 
It is a little building about three 
feet high, covering a stone im¬ 
pression of some goddess’s feet, 
which is very distinct. 



The fort is in the custody of the 
zamindar. It is not put to 
any use at present. On the 
Chaitra Sarikranti (last day of 
Maroh-April), the Sintfils 
in the neighbourhood burn 
down the jungle and hunt the 
wild beasts. 

The old fort was divided into two 
parts joined by a drawbridge. 
It was surrounded by mud and 
stone ramparts with seven con¬ 
centric ditches; but they have 
been filled up and cultivated. 
There are only traces of the 
mud ramparts, but the stone 
ramparts still exist intact. The 
houses within are all in a dila¬ 
pidated condition except one 
called the Ra${ mahal. The 
fort is about eight miles square, 
filled with jungle and wild 
animals. 

iib 


It is not in the oustody of any¬ 
body in particular and is uot 
used in any way. 

The western wall is coming 
down. 

iii 



DISTRICT. 


In tho custody of the R£j& of 
Puri and is used for the wor¬ 
ship of Jagann&fch. 


In pretty good order. Repairs 
are in progress, the cost of 
which is being met from the 
subscriptions given by charita¬ 
ble Hindus and under the 
supervision of a Hindu officer 
employed by the Temple Repair 
Committee, whioh is formed of 
several respectable Hindu gen¬ 
tlemen at Cuttack. 


There are 19 photographs of 
this temple iu tho Indian 
Museum, Caioutta. 

See pages 40-72 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Puri district. 
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(ii) Minor tem¬ 
ples. 


33 ; Puri 


Puri 


Tanks 


It was brought to its present site some years 
ago from the black pagoda at Kaanrak. A small 
figure of Amna is placed at the top. Within the 
saored area are more than 50 temples, dedicated to 
theprinoipal deities of the Hindu Pantheon. But 
the most conspicuous building is a lofty stone tower 
200 feet high and 42 feet square, called the Bara 
Deni, or Groat Temple. Within it is a large 
platform made of steatite and oalled the Eatua- 
singhasan, or Throne of Jewels, on whioh the images 
of Jagann&th and his brother and sister stand. Two 
large pyramidal buildings, called the Muks&lii and 
Bhogmandap, with a smaller one between them, 
called the N&tmandir, oomplete the temple. In the 
Bhogmandap is daily placed the sacred food in¬ 
tended for pilgrims; in the Jagamohan, “ the delight 
of the world/’ the dancing-girls amuse the idol and 
his priests. 

The roof and sides of the temple are ornamented with 
various sculptures representing elephants, griffins, 
and other huge monsters. On the inside of the 

; temple wall are many figures of the grossest kind; 
indeed all the temples of Orissa, great and 
small, are distinguished for the obscenity of their 
sculptures. 

The face of Jagannath is blaok; the eye-balls, dis¬ 
proportionately large, are represented by patches of 
white paint; the pupils are round and black; the 
nose is a pointed snout; the mouth a streak of red 
paint, curved upwards at the angles; there is no 
chin, and on the forehead is a tiara of diamonds. 
From each side of the head, at an angle, projeots 
what is supposed to be an arm, but there is no 
hand. 


There are innumerable temples of comparatively 
smaller sizes within the double-walled oompound of 
the Jagannatha. Of these, those of Lakshmi, 
Suryo, Uirijh and Nrisimha are rather interesting. 
The Shrya and Lakshmi are finely carved on the 
outside. 


Narendra Talao is a very large pucka tank, with 
flights of stone steps all round, and a small 
island,_ which has some diminutive temples where 
a periodical fair is held in the name of Jaganndth. 
It was constructed by Narendra Mahbpatra, a 
minister of Kavi Narasimha. Markapda Talao is 
another large tank, north of the Markamlesvar 
temple, which was built long before that of 
Jaganndtli. Sveta-Gang;! ia a third and very deep 
tank, south of the great temple. It has also flights 
of steps all round aud some old temples. 
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There are two photographs of 
the Lakhsmi temple and three 
of the sculptures of the Surya 
temple in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 

Bahu P. C. Mukherji brought 
nine sculptures from the 
Surya temple to the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 
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Puri 


Do. [2J 

miles north of 
the temple of 
Jaganaithj. 


Purl 


Markandeya 

temple. 


Gundichabari 

temple. 


Ehandagiri Hill 
proper. 


AfchAra N£l& 
bridge. 


(1) Atlanta 
Gumpha cave. 


The earliest known temple at Puri, near the tank of 
the same name ; it has four parts; and the three 
outer niches of the shrine contain fine statues of 
Gane&i, Kirtikeya, and Pdrvati 


This is the summer-house of Lord Jagannath, to 
which he is driven in the car at the time of the 
Bath festival. It consists of a temple, porch, 
dancing-hall, and refectory with two walls, inner 
and outer. The carvings are mostly of lime and 
plaster, and often indecent. It is entered by two 
doors; the Simbadvar (Lions’ gate) by which the 
idols are taken in, and a smaller gate Yijayadv&r 
through which they are taken out. 

Stirling’s description of the bridge is given below :~~ 
u It was built of a ferruginous coloured stone, pro¬ 
bably the iron clay, early in the fourteenth century, 
by RajYi Kabir Narsimha Dev, the successor of 
Langord Narsimha Dev, who completed the black 
pagoda. The Hindus, being ignorant how to 
turn an arch, substituted in lieu of it the method, 
often adverted to above, of laying horizontal tiers 
of stones on the piers, the one projecting slightly 
beyond the other in the manner of inverted stairs, 
until they approach near enough at top to sustain 
a keystone or crossbeam; a feature so remarkable 
in Hindu architecture that it seems strange it 
should not have bt en hitherto particularly noticed 
in any description of the antiquities of the country. 
The bridge nas eighteen nalas or passages for the 
water, each roofed in the way described. Its total 
length is 290 feet, and the height of the central 
passage eighteen feet and its breadth fourteen feet; 
of the smallest ones, at each extremity, thirteen 
and seven respectively, and the thickness of the 
piers, which have been judiciously rounded on the 
side opposed to the current, eight and six feet ; the 
height of the parapet, which is a modern addition, 
is six feet/’ 


Khandagiki Oaves. 

(1) Khandagiri group . 

Several caves are found in this rook, and on the top is a 
modern Jaina temple. Of the caves the most impor¬ 
tant is Anantagumpha. An open terrace leads to a 
covered verandah 25 feet x 7 feet. The verandah 
leads on to a narrow long room 24 feet by 7 feet* On 
the centre of its back wall is an image of Buddha 
carved in low relief* The room had four doors; 
but one of the doorways having fallen, the doors 
have been reduced to three. The pilasters are richly 
carved. Over the doorway runs a splendid frieze 
in five compartments, one of which is lost with the 
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In the custody of priests and 
used for worship. 

In fair condition 

lb 


In tli© custody of the R&j& of 
Puri and used for the wor¬ 
ship of Jagannath. 

In pretty good order. Repairs 
are in progress. 

lib 


In the custody of the Public 
Works Department. 

Not in good order .. 

i a 

See Stirling’s work, which is 
referred to on page 858. 

There is a photograph in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

In charge of achaukidar 

Deplorably neglected 

ia 

■ 

See pages 79 to 91 of Vol. 
XIlI of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. 

See pages 72-77 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Puri district. 

There is a photograph in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 


R tt R 

































PURI 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


1 

1 



fallen doorway. Beginning with the next com¬ 
partment, on the left side, we have two human figures 
in a running or flying position, one proceeding to 
the left, and the "other to the right. They are 
dressed in dhuti and chddars , the ends of which 
are flying in the air. Their heads are enveloped 
in large heavy turhans ; on their wrists there are 
bangles; and massive rings are pendant from their 
ears. Each of them carries a tray of offerings 
in his left hand, the right hand being left free. The 
band of the arch to the right of these figures is in 
its general characters similar to those of the Queen’s 
palaoe and GoneSa cave. It is formed of two fil¬ 
lets enclosing a line of ornamented figures. The 
first object at the spring of the arch is a stout 
athlete in a ltneeling posture, over whom stands a 
man holding back, by its two hind legs, a lion run¬ 
ning forward towards a man who is busy tussling 
with an enraged bull, which he has caught by the 
left horn, and is about to strike it with an uplifted 
stick in his right hand. Then comes a lion 
held by its near hind leg by a man who stands on 
the head of an athlete similar to the figure at the 
opposite spring of the arch. The crown of the 
arch is formed by tho intertwining of the tails of 
two serpents, whose bodies encircle the arch and 
whose triple-headed hoods form two prominent 
wings on its two sides. Over the arch is seen a 
Buddhist rail running in continuation with the 
parapet on tho verandah, Under the rail, and the 
pyramidal battlements is a series of squared blocks of 
a corbel table for the support of the arch. Of course 
here the whole wall with the frieze and ornaments 
on it being cut out of the solid rock, the corbels are 
utterly uncalled for as mechanical supports, and 
must therefore be token as attempts to represent in 
stone the ends of rafters which in a wooden house 
would form the sustaining members of cornices 
and other superstructure, as unquestionably most 
corbels are ; but their presence can no more he ac¬ 
cepted as a proof of the recent transition of the oaves 
from wood to stone than the oorbel table under the 
cornice of the Pantheon be assumed to be a proof of 
that glory of the builder’s art having been copied 
directly from a wooden model. As elsewhere stated, 
there is a spirit of survival of custom which conti¬ 
nues long after the exigencies which gives it 
birth, and this is one of them. The semi-circular 
space under the arch, i. 0 .,the tympanum, is occupied 
by a nude female figure standing amidst a lotus 
bush and holding a lotus stalk in each hand. 
On each side of her there are two elephants, one 
standing on a full-blown lotus and the other on a 
thalamus, their trunks uplifted as if in the act of 
throwing a shower of water on the central figure. 

The third compartment is an exact counterpart of the 
seoond, but the arch which follows has two linos of 
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geese running with spread wings from the opposite 
sides towards the crown. Each goose has a flower 
pendant from its bill. The Buddhist rail on the top 
occupies only the space over the heads of the ser¬ 
pents, being replaced on the arch itself by a pyrami¬ 
dal parapet. The subject of illustration on the 
tympanum is the bo tree to which a lady of rank 
lias come to pay her adoration and is standing bef ore 
it with folded hands; one of her attendants has a 
garland in her hand ready for her mistress to offer 
it to the tree, and the others hold urns of water aud 
trays of offerings ready for the same purpose. The 
whole scene is an exaot counterpart of the adoration 
of the ho tree, of which so many representations occur 
at Sanchi, Amaravnti, and other Buddhist shrines. 
In the last compartment the flying or running figures 
of the left side are repeated, but both the figures 
face the same (left) side, and not opposite sides. 

Several Jaina caves are close by, one bearing a short 
inscription. 



(2) S&tghara 
Gave. 


latter has seven openings; whence it is called 
S&t-ghara, seven-chambered. On the walls of the 
inner oells are rows of figures, carved in niches, 
representing the Jain Tirthankars and MUtrikds. 


(2) Udayagiri group. 


The principal caves are at Udayagiri, the peak rising 
on the south side. In this lull the easternmost 


Udayagiri Hill... (31 Bdni Gum- 


pha Gave, 


cave is << B$nigumpha, ,, or Queen’s cave, the most 
elaborate and sumptuous excavation in Orissa. It 
consists of a two-storeyed monastery covering three 
sides of a quadrangle, the fourth or south-east side 
being open. The quadrangle measures 49 x 24 feet. 

Taking the right wing first (which faoes south-west), 
on© enters a covered verandah whose roof was 
supported on four pillars, two only now existing. 
The verandah is 19 feet long, 6| feet broad with an 
average height of 7 feet. Through the vei'andahone 
next passes on to a three-doored room 20 x 7 x 7 
feet. The inside of the room is hare. The door¬ 
ways are richly oarved on the outside. The spaces 
above the doorways are panelled, eaoh panel con¬ 
taining figures engaged in various acts ^ of 
devotion. Adjoining this room on the east side 
is a smaller room (10 x 8 feet) the entrance to which 
is by a separate verandah. A square thick pillar 
supports this verandah. On turning to the opposite 
wing one steps on to the verandah (23' x 9'6*) 
whose front pillars are gone. On three sides the 
verandah is enclosed by three rooms: the front 
room is 21' 6* x 6", the left room is IF x 6'6", and 
the right room 13' 6* x 7'. 
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In charge of a ehaukidar 

In fair condition 

i a 
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There are two photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

See pages 91 to 98 of Yol. 

XIII of the Arohceological 

Survey Reports. 

There are 15 photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Caloutta. 
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There remains the northern or main wing. The 
entrance is over a verandah 44 feet long which was 
covered as in the other wings, hut whose roof with 
the supporting pillars fell down long ago. As 
in the left wing the verandah opens into three 
rooms, one on each side. The front room has three 
doors and eaoh of the side rooms has two doors. 
On the outside of these seven doorways a running 
frieze of baso relievo figures extended in seven com¬ 
partments. Pour of these still remain containing 
carved figures of priests, attendants, and devotees. 

The upper storey is not placed directly over 
the lower, but behind it resting largely on the 
solid rook. The roof of the right wing forms 
an open terrace having at the end a small closet 
cut in the rock. In the left wing the terrace over 
the verandah of the lower storey leads to a room 
(8 / x5 / 6") whioh opens into an inner chamber. 
This inner chamber has got a small square opening 
(for window) at a height of 6 feet, a design rare 
in cave architecture. The most important of the 
caves is the upper storey over the northern wing. 
The roof of the lower storey cells forms a terrace 
giving entrance to four rooms, each accessible by 
two doors. Over the doorways is a long frieze by 
far the most interesting piece of sculpture in these 
caves. Dr. IU jendra Ldla Mitra describes it thus:— 

a Beginning from the western end, the first figure 
is purely ornamental; a man in a conventional 
running, or dancing, attitude, dressed in a plaid 
(dhuti) and a scarf (ch&dar), and holding in 
one hand a tray of garlands and flowers, and 
in tho other some lotus stalks bearing flower- 
buds and leaves. He has a turban on his head, 
and ornaments and flowers on the head, ears, and 
neck. The offerings in his hands are apparently 
intended for Buddha, emblematically represented 
on the other side of tho arch by two elephant 
calves crouching in a cave. Then comes a large 
den, a hollow in a rock, sheltering a grown-up 
elephant and two elephant calves, the foremost 
calf orouching, and the hind one standing. The 
animals are tame ones, and the foremost calf 
shows a halter round its neck; but they have 
evidently strayed away from their proper pen, and 
taken shelter in the cave, for there appears a 
large crowd of men nnd women assembled before 
them, and determined to dislodge them from their 
shelter by force. Tho foremost person in the 
group is a stout man, ready, with an up-lifted 
bludgeon, to strike the nearest calf. Behind him a 
woman is also beat on attaoking the animals, but 
a gentle, modest-coking lady in a veil is trying to 
dissuade her and drag her away by her left hand. 
The woman to the left of the gentlo lady has thrown 
off her veil, and holds aloft a coil of rope, a lasso, 
ready to cast it on the animals. A coil of this kind 
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lias already been oast and is seen sticking on the 
flank of the foremost calf, thrown probably by the 
youth on the fore-ground, whose mother, or some 
kind friend, solicitous about his welfare, has 
dragged him away so as to make him fall stooping 
forward. A second youth, on the same plane, is 
being dragged away by an equally anxious female 
relative or wellwisher. Three other females in the 
farthest background are crowding together in fear 
or sustaining their courage by holding each other 
l>y their hands. The cave has the mark of a 
svastika oyer it, and is evidently intended a§ a re¬ 
presentation of the elephant cave (hath! gumph4), 
to be noticed below, which has a similar symbol 
on its front Although the cave is not high 
enough to admit a full-grown tusker to enter it, 
except in a crouching position, and it may reason¬ 
ably be doubted whether a highly-suspicious animal 
like the elephant would enter a cave in that, way, 
there is no inherent improbability in a small tame 
tusker—and such animals are not uncommon— 
walking in with ease. But whatever the locale, it 
is certain that the whole scene is a representation 
of certain elephants having taken possession of a 
saored oave, the dwelling of some simple people, 
who, with a party of their neighbours, are trying 
their utmost with the very inefficient means at their 
disposal to dislodge them. The amount of jewellery 
on the persons of the people precludes the idea 
of their being Buddhist hermits or recluses; but 
their adventure must have acquired some interest 
to have formed the subject of an elaborate tableau. 
The story, perhaps, is related in some of the J£ta- 
kas, but nothing is known of it. To the extreme 
right of the compartment is an asoka tree with 
drooping pennate leaves, and tufts of flowers some¬ 
what like hunches of grapes. The tree, according 
to the Hindus, is an emblem of constancy in 
women, and the scene to follow shows that it has 
been most appropriately introduced here. From the 
top of the tree a Br&hmani goose, another emblem 
of oonstanoy, is seen to fly out. 

The first soene in the third compartment is purely 
ornamental ; it represents a couple of mon¬ 
keys in a cave frightened out of their wits by a 
serpent darting forth to attack them. Next appears 
a young lady at the door of an artificial cave<— 
evidently a cave, from the rook-work above it, and 
not a hut-—seated orosslegged olose by a man 
(her husband ?), her left hand resting on her lap, 
and the right twining round the neck of her com¬ 
panion. There is a sort of a cap on her head, and 
a profusion of ornaments on her neck, ear, wrists, 
waist and ankles. The man is seated with his head 
resting on her lap. His expression, as far as his 
physiognomy can be judged from such rude 
decayed carving, is that of a person suffering from 
pain of one either wounded or sick, or more 
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probably asleep, as in the counterpart of this soene 
in the G*anes& cave, he is represented lying in a 
recumbent posture on a mattress. Before the lady 
is seen a female of inferior rank introducing a 
stranger, a warrior carrying a straight broadsword, 
and a curiously formed oblong shield. His halting, 
painful gait, with hands hanging helplessly, and the 
head stooping in front, indicate but too plainly the 
story of a wounded warrior—perhaps a prisoner— 
brought to the friendly suocour of the Lady of the 
Cave. This is followed by the representation in 
which a man and woman are engaged in a fight, 
armed with broadswords and oblong shields. The 
combatants carry their scabbards on the left side 
over the hip, and the lady’s hair dishevelled, hang¬ 
ing in a long braid down to hex waist. Near the 
outstretched left foot of the lady stands a pet 
lamb dazed into terror and confusion by the scene. 
The fight lasts but for a short while; the lady is 
soon overpowered; her sword is broken and lost, and, 
while still holding her shield, she is borne away in 
the arms of her assailant, who oarries his sword 
uplifted. Near the crest of the third arch two 
tiger cubs are seen crouching in their lair, counter¬ 
balanced on the opposite side by the figure of a 
goose running out to attack somebody. 

The fourth tableau represents a royal hunt. In 
the centre is a tree bearing large lotus-like 
flowers, which, from their large eyes, I should take 
to be sun-flowers (pentapetes phaenicea)> though 
the tree in that case should have been smaller: 
but for the eyes they could have passed for the 
Hibiscus mutability which bears the name of the 
sthalapadma or “land lotus;” and from behind 
the tree a king, or a man of consequence, has just 
shot an arrow at a long-horned antelope bounding 
away from before him with the shaft sticking on 
(or awing attached to?) its flank. The archer is 
richly clad and has a sword by his side, and holds 
the bow in the true anoient Indian style, which is 
the same as the English, and draws the string up 
to his ea,rs, and not to his breast, as did the 
Assyrians and also the Macedonians of old. Behind 
him is his led-horse, richly caparisoned with a 
heavy pad, a many-strapped bridle, and a thickly 
plumed crest, and followed by a retinue of servants 
holding an umbrella and ohowris. The groom is 
a boy, ill clothed and without ornaments. Under 
the antelope shot are three fawns, and before them 
stands a hnnter holding his bow reversed, after 
having discharged his arrow at an antelope in 
advance of him, while a lady seated on a tree beholds 
the scene from above. The foliage and flowers 
of this tree are similar to those of the tree in the 
second compartment, and so it may be taken for 
a Jonesia Asoka. Near the crest of the fourth arch 
is a weasel or other animal with a long bushy tail 
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(4) Ganesa 
Gumpba cave. 


trailing on the ground. Being far beyond the 
range of the hunter’s arrow, it finds itself secure 
enough to look leisurely at the scene on the fore¬ 
ground. 


The figures on the fifth compartment have been 
greatly injured, and it is difficult to describethem 
fully; and their purjwse is not clearly evident. 
As far as they can be made out, we have on the 
one side a man of rank seated on a stool, with his 
legs hanging down, and attended by a band of 
females bearing chowris and other articles of pomp, 
and beholding a consort in front; and on the other 
a female reoluse seated orosslegged on a stool, 
and offering adorations to a small ohaitya placed 
before her. A boy in the fore-ground is similarly 
oocupied with folded hands. The man on the stool 
may, from his heavy pectoral muscles, be mistaken 
for a female, but examined carefully it will be 
seen at once that those muscles are not the compact 
hemispheres whioh the sculptor has given to all 
the women in the other parts of this frieze. The 
necklace, too, is of that flattened ligulate form 
which is invariably and exclusively found round 
the neck of men, never on women. It appears 
muoh more consistent, too, that the man who, in 
the preceding compartment, tried to entertain the 
captive fair by an antelope hunt, should in this 
preside over the concert for her entertainment 
instead of employing a woman to do the same to 
win the affection of the captive; he should himself 
come forward to bring the charms of music to 
bear on her pensive heart, and nob resort to a 
substitute. 


The sixth tableau is even more defective and blurred 
than the last. It represents three groups, first 
a man and a woman seated on separate chairs 


with their 
seoond the 


and engaged in pleasant converse, 
hands resting on each other, in. the 
woman, having left her own ohair, takes her seat 
on the left thign of the man, in the third they are 
both seated on the bare ground. The last compart¬ 
ment repeats the running figure of the first, a 
jaw&b or counterpart to mark the completion of the 
frieze. It has the tray of flowers and garland on 
the left hand, but instead of a bunch of lotus 
stalks in the other it carries in its right hand a large 
roll of wavy ornamental cord, or a monster garland, 
for the deooration of a chaitya or some other sacred 
shrine.” 


On the highest peak of Udayagiri is the Ganesa 
Gumpha.” It is a one-storey cave consisting of 
two quadrangular rooms with a covered verandah 
in front. Each room has two doorways with 
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Oanesa Qumpha cave. 




All the rubbish on the floor 
of the verandah has been 
cleared away by the ohaukidar 
employed by the KMs Mahal 


There are two photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
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(5) Hfiti Gum- 
pha cave. 


(6) Svargapur 
(himpha oave, 


(7) Jayn Yijaya 
cave. 


(8) Tiger cave 


(9) The follow¬ 
ing minor 
caves :~ 


Khfimdagiri Hill 
proper. 


Akasa-gadga 
and other 
rockteut tanks, 


semi-circular arches. Between these arches a frieze 
of oarvings extends in three compartments. The 
bas-reliefs tell nearly the same story as that 
sculptured in the upper storey of Kamgumpha's 
north wing. 


A number of smaller caves lead to the “ Hdti Gumpha,” 
or elephant cave. It appears to be a natural 
cave somewhat improved by art. A magnificent 
inscription in the old Lat character is out at the 
mouth of this cave. The latest reading of it is 
by Pandit Bhagavan Lai Indraji of Bombay. 
According to him the inscription was made during 
the reign of Kharavela Jaina, King of Kalinga. 
The date of the inscription is put at the 147tb year 
of the Maurya era (or 165 B.C.). 


It is a two-storied cave, behind the R&ingumpha. 
It has a wing on the right. Three dvarapalos or 
guards flank the lower verandahs, inside which 
there are has reliefs on the inner wall and on the 
struts, that spring up with double horsemen from 
the pillars to support the roof. There are two in¬ 
scriptions in ancient Pali. 


This is the upper storey cave, just above the stair, 
and is on the left of the Aiaka cave. It has an 
inner cell and a verandah, the latter guarded by 
two dw&rap&las, male and female. The inner 
wall of the verandah has a very interesting series 
of has reliefs over the two arches of the two openings, 
of which one is a scene of tree-worship. 

Is on the left or west of the H£ti Gumpha, and 
is cut in the form of a tiger's mouth, which is 
gaping to make the verandah; and the door, 
inscribed in Pali, is the throat to lead to the inner 
cell. 


(1) Alakapuri. 

(2) Bh&ndira. 

(3) OhAtA Gumpha. 

(4) ChhotaH&ti Gumpha, 

(5) Haidass Gumpha. 

(6) Jagannath Gumpha. 

(7) Jamesvar Gumpha. 

(8) Pfit&lpuri. 

(9) Simha Dvara. 

(10) Tentuli Gumpha. 


-These are of compara¬ 
tively less importance 
from an artistic point 
of view, though some 
of them are evidently 
of the prehistoric period 
The Bhrindam (literally, 
stone-room), AlaMpuri, 
Jamesvar, and Pat&l- 
puri caves, possess both 
verandahs and inner 
cells. 


Above the Sirfeha Dvara cave (Jain) is a deep 
rock-out tank, called Akasa-garig6 (literally sky- 
Ganges), which has a flight of steps above, leading 
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Matt Grumpha cave. 




In fair condition. The inscrip¬ 
tions on its brow are being 
rapidly defaced by very much 
exposure) 


There are two photographs in 
the Indian Mesuern, Calcutta. 
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There is a photographs in the 
Indian Museum, Caloutta. 
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There are two photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Caloutta. 
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There are two photographs of 
the Alakipuri and one of 
CliMta Qumpha cave in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
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There are two photographs of 
the AkaB'a-gangii tank in the 
Indian Museum, Caloutta. 
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Udyagiri Hill 
Khaiidagiri. 


Lalitahind tank 


BhuvaneSvar, 
Khurda aub- 
division. 


(i) The G reat 
Temple. 


to the Jain temple, and two below, one leading 
down to the plain, hut excavated long ago by 
Lalat-Kesari, and the other leading down to the 
water of the tank. On the Nilgiri part of the hill 
are Rddh&kund and Syfimhuicl; and on the west 
slope is the Guptagaiiga, the secret Ganges, so 
called because it is inside a deep fissure of the hill, 

On the highest plateau of the Udayagiri hill, and 
north of the OhhAti Gnmpha, is a rock-cut tank, 
called Lalitakmjd, which has steps leading down to 
the water. 


THE LINGARAJ TEMPLE. 

1. Compound of the great Temple . 

The largest edifice in Bhuvanesvar is the great 
tower. It stands within a large oonrtyard surround¬ 
ed by a high wall, and is about 300 yards distant 
from, and to the south of, the Vindu Sfigara tank. 
Tito oourtyard is bounded on the east by the road 
leading to Kapilesvara ; on the north by a broad 
highway called Baradanda; on the south by a plot 
of land now overgrown with jungle, hut formerly 
the site of a palaoe the remains of which are still 
tameable; and on the west by several small temples 
and their courtyards, mostly in ruins. The area 
forming the courtyard of the great tower measures 
520 by 465 feet, with a 28-feet projection on the 
north side. The projecting portion measures 235 
feet in length, and the flanks 115 feet each. The 
wall surrounding this area is built of partially- 
dressed laterite Hooks, and is 7 feet 5 inches thick. 
It is plain on both sides, but below the coping 
there is a simple moulding with two rows of lanoet 
heads, one looking downwards and the other up¬ 
wards. The coping is sloping, and projeots about 
six inoheB, to throw the rain-water off the surface of 
the wall; but the top is flat, and terraced with a 
cover of oonorete which forms a good broad road. 
Access to this courtyard is obtained by three door¬ 
ways, of which that on the south is small anc. 
oommonplaoe—a mere opening with a pair o; ! 
folding doors. The northern one is larger, and 
surmounted by a propylon of small size. The 
eastern one is the largest. It is 31 feet broad, 
covered by a largo propylon, guarded on each side 
by a large figure of a lion rampant. The style oi 
the propylon is the same as that of the local por¬ 
ches—a quadrangular structure with a pyramid^ 
roof in nine tiers. The edges of roofs are set oil 
with lonoet-headed crests, and the top surmountec 
by a ribbed dome and vase-shaped finial. Altogether 
the structure is about 50 feet in height. The side 
walls are broken each by a set of threefoit 
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There are 33 photographs in the 
Indian Museum, Caloutta. 
See pages 80-84 of Hunter's 
Statistical Account of the 
Puri district. 
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THE LINGARAJ TEMPLE— continued. 


projections relieved by pilasters and niches, having 
a series of longitudinal hands, and the plinth is 
formed of a succession of the latter. There are 
no carvings in any part of the structure. The 
lions are of the conventional type, with dog-like 
faces, and remarkable only for their size. 

On the top of the north-east comer of the wall there 
is a small pavilion built of stone, and aocessible by 
a flight of stone steps from the inside. The struc¬ 
ture was erected at the same time as the wall, 
and appears to have been intended for a naubat- 
khana or music-room; but it is now used for 
religious purposes. It is called Bhogamandapa, 
and an image of Parvati is placed in it to offer 
welcome to Bhuvanesvara, the Lord of the Universe, 
on his return after the Car festival. 

Along the inner side of the surrounding walls there 
is a raised berm 20 feet broad and four feet high. 
It originally served as a means of enabling the 
people to defend the temple enclosure from outside 
attaok, but latterly, it would seem that idea has 
been given up, the inner edge of the terrace having 
been protected by a revetment, and measures taken 
to build a range of rooms all round. This plan, how¬ 
ever, has never been carried out except on the north¬ 
east corner, where a long range of rooms has been 
ereoted to serve as a kitchen. Some of the rooms 
are large, and divided into a nave and two aisles by 
two ranges of pillars having braoket capitals formed 
of two blocks placed one over the other, and not 
oruciform as is so common in Buddhist buildings. 
In one of the aisles there is a very well exeouted 
figure of Nrisimba, in black chlorite. The area of 
the berm is left unpaved, but that of the oourtyard 
below is paved with flags of granite. 

On the west side, from the middle to about halfway 
to the comer of the courtyard, there is a large 
temple of the usual style, and designed for a lin- 
gam. Though now entirely neglected, it is still in a 
fair state of preservation. Close by there are several 
small temples, and the oourtyard generally is 
studded with a large number of temples, varying in 
height from 6 to 30 feet, and built in different 
styles, some with pointed, others with flat roofs, but 
of no importance either historically or as works of 
art. One of them, however, is worthy of note, as 
it is probably the oldest building in the courtyard— 
considerably older than even the Great Tower. I. 
is a plain, modest-looking struoture, about 20 feet 
high, measuring inside six feet square, and haying 
the stump of a sandstone pillar to do duty for a 
lingam. The room is 5 feet 6 inohes below the 
level of the courtyard, and it shows that the level of 
the ground round about the Great Tower must have 
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THE LINGAftAJ TEMPLE— continued. 

been much lower, and must have been raised to its 
present height when the tower was erected. Under 
ordinary circumstances it would have been easy to 
demolish the little structure when the big one was 
set up, or to renew it on a higher level; hut accord¬ 
ing to the Shast*as a lingatn once fixed to the 
ground U J- ver be removed, for such removal 
won]' 1 . ' amount to the destruction of all 
sancLsy in die lin gam, and an not of the grossest 
deseoration. It is usual, therefore, in every part of 
India never to disturb a litigam; and as the one 
under notice was probably held to be of great sanc¬ 
tity, it was allowed to remain in its place, though 
the ground outside its fane was raised, and the 
arrangement of the place completely ohanged. The 
chamber of the temple is now aooessible by a flight 
of three steps. 

The Great Temple proper consists of four parts, (1) 
Bekhd or shrine, (2) Bhadraka or antechamber, 
(3) Nat Mandir or dancing hall, and (4) Bhoga 
Mandapa or Refectory, the last being on the east, 
beyond which is the pyramidal gate, attaoked to the 
eastern compound-wall. 

2. Bekhd (Shrine). 

Abutting on the Bhadraka on the west side stands 
the Great Tower. Its ground-plan is of the same 
dimensions as that of the poroh, exoept as regards 
the central projections, which on the north and the 
Bouth sides are broader, and on the west narrower, 
than those of the porch. The plinth is modelled 
into a series of pitchers, and thereupon rises a 
series of pilasters so arranged as to divide tho 
surface of the body into a number of niches of the 
same character as on the poroh. Each projection 
has a central large niohe, with small ones above 
and on each side. These niohes give the appearanoe 
of a three-storied building to the fa 9 ade. The 
reoesses also have niches, but they^ are not so 
elaborate, nor are they flanked with side pilasters. 
The lowest niche on the oentral projection of each 
side is the largest and grandest. Tho niohe is 
deep, and forms the resting-place for a large statue 
slightly taller than life-size. On the north side the 
statue is that of Bhagavati, the spouse of the pre¬ 
siding di vinity of the tower; on the west, that of 
EArtika, liis eldest son ; and on the south, that of 
Geneva, his second-horn. For the protection of 
these figures from the weather an open pavilion has 
been built in front of each; hut these structures 
are of a much later date, and not at all in keeping 
with the style of the tower. They are ugly in 
shape, totally devoid of ornament, and serve only 
to intercept the view of the majestio edifioe in front 
of which they stand. 
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In the custody of the Committee 
appointed under Act XX of 
1863 and used for the worship 
of the Lingaraj. 


Efforts are being made to raise 
subscriptions to make the neces¬ 
sary repairs. 

Is in fair condition. Several 
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pieces of stone have fallen 
down. Several figures have 
been destroyed. 
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THE LINGARAJ TEMPLE— continued. 

The niches on the side projections, though, not quite 

S ' -ate as the oentral one, are by no means 

A ’ '|n ornament. They are, however, not so 

■'cfeep as the oentral one, and the images oarved on 
them are in bas-relief. 

The niches on the corner projections are smaller and 
less sumptuous than the last; they serve as recep¬ 
tacles for the eight guardian divinities of the 
quarters, commonly called Dikp&las. These are 
lndra for the east; Agni for the south-east; Yama 
for the south; Nairiti for the south-west; Varuna 
for the west; Marut for the north-west; Kuvera 
for the north; and liana for the north-east. In the 
Pur&nas two others are named—Brahma for the 
upper regions and Ananta for the.lowerbut these 
could not be provided for on the sides of the temple 
without offending the rules of the S'dstras. 

The reoesseu between the projeotions have also their 
niohes, but these are of a modest character and of 
simple form. The figures designed for these are 
rampant lions, and statues, 5 feet high, of men and 
women in different positions. Some of the figures 
are single, and intended to represent danoing-girls; 
others are in couples standing in various attitudes. 
Some of the last are so grossly obsoene that it is 
impossible to describe them. The number of these, 
however, is not large. A few have been mutilated 
and others removed, leaving the niches empty. 
They also occur on the horizontal bands which 
separate the three tiers of niohes. Domestic scenes 
in bas-relief are introduced below the pediments 
over the niches, and also on small panels on the 
piers. They are generally of small size, not more 
than a foot in height, and are now much disfigured. 
The statues were prepared in the ateliers of the 
artists, and then put in their respective positions; 
but the bas-reliefs and panels were all oarved in situ. 

The body of the tower is about 55 feet high, and, 
omitting the side projeotions, forms a square on the 
ground-plan. Over this rises the spire, but with¬ 
out the interposition of a cornice or other feature 
to mark the transition from the body to the spire. 
The horizontal mouldings, whioh run oyer the top¬ 
most tier of niohes are, however, too discontinued 
to indicate where the former ends and the latter 
begins. The projeotions of the body, though gra¬ 
dually reduced in depth and breadth, are carried 
along the whole height, and are orossed by horizon- 
tal bands as on the upper part of the body, but 
they have no niohes. The oentral band has at its 
base a large pediment of a coat-of-arms pattern, 
and its sides are flanked by a string of model 
temples in bas-relief whioh rise to the base o* the 
crown. Just above the pedimert thore is a statue 
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THE LINGARlJ TEMPLE— continued. 

of a lion rampant projecting from the wall, and at 
the top a small window-like opening, which was 
probably intended to throw light into the interior 
and promote its ventilation. The top of the spire 
is flat, and from the centre of it rises a cylindrical 
neck supporting a ribbed dome, over. whioh is 
placed the pinnacle or kalasa. As additional sup¬ 
ports to the dome there are under it 12 statues of 
lions seated on their haunches. The pinnacle is 
shaped like a Greoian urn. Over the last there is a 
massive iron trident with one straight and two 
curved prongs, and not, as is ordinarily the case, 
having three straight pronge. It _ has now only 
two prongs, one of the side ones having been struck 
by lightning. To the trident is attached a large 
flagstaff; and the flag on it, a triangular piece of 
yellow oalioo, is renewed whenever a pious pilgrim 
can be induced to defray the cost of a new one. 

The height of the temple, from the paved courtyard 
to the top of the kalasa, is about 160 feet; but as the 
floor of the temple is 2 feet lower than the court¬ 
yard, and it is to be presumed that when the temple 
was built the courtyard was lower than the floor, 
the total height originally must have been about 
165 feet. It is not unlikely that formerly there 
was a obaia or rope descending from the base of the 
kalasa to the ground, whereby people could ascend 
to the top when requited to renew the flag or for 
casual repairs; hut there is nothing of the kind 
now. 

The eastern fajade abuts on the poroh. There is no 
ornament or decoration on that side except in the 
walls whioh face the reoesses between the two 
buildings, and there the carvings are counterparts 
of what are seen on the other sides. The doorway 
between the two buildings is plain, having no fram¬ 
ing or moulding around it. The sanctum, like 
the body of the temple, is a square having a canopy 
on the top, and over it a roof dividing the interior 
of the tower into two stories. 

3. Bhadraha or antechamber. 

The next building of the group is the Mohan or ante- 
ohamber. It is of the same age and style as the tower 
itself, and was planned and built at the same time. 
According to the temple records of Puri, the found¬ 
ation of that building was laid in the reign of Yayati 
Ketoi, who wrested Orissa from the hands of 
the so-ealled Yavanas and re-established Hindu¬ 
ism on the ruins of Buddhism. This prince reigned 
from 474 to 526 A.D.; hut the foundation having 
been laid at about the olose of his reign, he did not 
live long enough to finish the temple. His succes¬ 
sor, Surya Kesari, during his long reign, seems to 
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THE LINGARAJ TEMPLE —* continued . 

have done nothing for the temple, hut Ananta, who 
followed him, proceeded with the work, and it was 
completed in the reign of Laliteudra Kesarf alias 
Al&hu Kesari, From, corner to corner the porch 
measures 65 feet by 45 feet, but the sides are 
broken by three-fold projections. Unlike the two 
preceding ones, it has been built to appear as if it 
rose from the ground without the intervention of 
any separate plinth or surrounding berm. 

The lowest part of the walls is shaped like a plain 
tile, a foot thick, and on it are ranged a series of 
pitchers in high relief* forming the stylobate, trom 
each of these pitchers rises a, highly ornamented 
pilaster, so as to divide the surf aoe into niches, which 
are filled with alto-relievo figures of men, women, 
and lions. The decorations are of the most sump- \ 
tuous character, and the ornaments have been put 
in with lavish profusion. The doorway in the 
centre was originally closed by six mullion bars, 
©aob bearing the figure of a danseuse. On the north, 
side these mullions are still in situ y hut on the south 
three of the bars were some time ago removed to 
form a doorway for the convenience ot the priests, 
who found the passage through the nat mandir 
circuitous. Three of the bars are stiflrin position. 
The spaces between the bars had been originally left 
open for the admission of light; but the light 
admitted by the doorway being more than enough, 
the openings were subsequently closed, and within 
the north side a thin partition was built, so as # to 
convert the space between the bars and tbe partition 
wall (an area equal to tbe thickness of the wall ot 
the building) into a small chamber. 

The cornice is flat, and projects 4 feet. The roof is 
pyramidal, like that of the Bhoga Mandapa, and 
formed of receding ledges. It is divided ^'nto two 
tiers by a narrow perpendicular neck. The lower 
tier has nine ledges, and the upper one six. 
The edges of them are elaborately carved and 
crowned at short intervals by lancet-headed finials. 
The subjects on the edges include processions of 
horses, elephants, camels, cattle, and troops of 
infantry and cavalry. The central projection of 
each tier has a pediment flanked by model temples, 
and crowned with the statue of a lion seated on its 
hind-quarters. The roof above the upper tier is flat, 
and from the centre of it rises a cylindrical neck 
supporting the pinnacle. This is a repetition of what 
occurs on the Bhoga Mandapa, except in the slop¬ 
ing ribbed form under the Amlasil$. On the 
Bhoga Mandapa this form is single, whereas on the 
Mohan it is doubled. Though the walls are thick 
enough to support any amount of weight that 
might be put on them, the corbelling of the r0 °f 1S 
too rapid, or not sufficiently gradual to throw the 
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THE LINGARAJ TEMPLE -continued. 

whole weight of the roof on. the walls. A great 
deal of its middle portion consequently, needed 
additional support, and this has been provided by 
four massive square pillars, dividing the area of the 
room into a nave and two sido aisles. The pillars 
are 30 feet high, perfectly plain, and the space 
between the front wall on the east and the two 
foremost pillars, has been partitioned by flying 
walls, leaving a passage from the door to the 
nave, and forming two side rooms. 

Close by .the southern entrance on the left hand side 
there is a square oh amber with a pyramidal roof. 
From the outlines of ornaments punched on this 
roof it would appear that the original design 
included an elaborate piece, of workmanship, which 
has never been finished. The room contains 
several small brazen images, which are carried about 
on ceremonial occasions as substitutes for the pre¬ 
siding divinity of the Great Tower. In front of 
the last, and on the right-hand side of the entrance 
to the porch, a pillared chantry was commenced, but 
after the columns had been built to the height of 
4 feet the work was abandoned. Its area is now 
covered over with a thatch. On the north side, 
right in front of the mullioned window, and 
oloso by it, there axe one large and several small 
temples. 


4. Nap mandir or dancing hall., 


Immediately to the west of the refectory, and abutting 
it, is the nap matidir or dancing hall, whence the 
divinity in the tower is entertained with music, 
singing, and dancing. It is of a somewhat later 
date than the last, having beeu erected by the queen 
of Salini Kesari, who reigned from 1099 A.D. to 
1104. Its ground-plot is a square of 52 feet. It 
has a berm 2 feet broad and 3 feet high on its 
north side, and a corresponding one on the south 
sido, but none on the east or the west. The front 
of the berm is carved, like that of the berm of the 
Bhoga Mandapa, hut the designs are different 
Instead of panels filled with animal and human 
forms, it is covered with effigies of temples, each 
having a human figure seated in its middle, very 
like what is seen in Buddhist votive chaityae, and 
the broad hand on tho top is replaced by a series of 
plain mouldings. The walls from the berm to the 
cornice of the building are 20 feothigh, and pierced 
by three doorways, except on tho east side, where 
there is only one door leading to the Bhoga Man¬ 
dapa. The central doorway is 14 feet high and the 
side ones 10 feet. The outer face of the walls is 
set off with a series of polygonal pilasters. The 
doors are modern, and shabbily put together. The 
central door on the west side is, however, an old 
one made of sandal-wood panels delicately carved 
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THE LINGARAJ TEMPLE— continued. 

and strengthened, and deoorated with brass bosses 
The cornice of the building is flat and 3 feet deep. 
The roof is sloping and formed of four tiers (each 
edged with a series of lancet-headed acrotarias), 
and terminates at the top in a small square flat 
surrounded by Saraoenio battlements. The roof is 
supported in the middle by four square pillars 
and several iron beams. In the interior face 
the room has no ornaments of any kind except a 
rioh framing of chlorite round the central doorway 
on the west side. The design of this beautiful 
piece of work is the counterpart of that of the 
Kanarak gateway. On the left jamb of this door 
there are two inscriptions—one in Uriya and the 
other in Sanskrit; but neither of these affords any 
information regarding the age of the building. 
In the eastorn wall there are two niches, one of 
which contains an image of the androgynous 
Haraparvati. 

5. Bhoga-Mandapa or refectory. 

The temple inoludes a suite of four buildings 
standing in file. The foremost of these is called 
Bhoga Maxidapa, or the refectory; next, the n&t 
mandir, or dancing hall; then the mohan, or 
the porch; and lastly the deul, or the temple 
proper. Of those, the last two were built at 
the same time, and in a style quite different from 
the first two, which were built long after, but 
at different times and on different plans. The 
foremost building was erected during the reign of 
Jagat, between the years 800 to 870 A.D. It was 
originally designed as an open pillared chantry, 
for the reading of the scriptures and the delivery 
of lectures and sermons by learned pandits, ft 
stands on a ground-plot 60 feet square, of whioh 
two feet all round form a berm 2 feet broad and 3 
feet high. The top of this berm is paved with 
stone, and the sides forming the plinth of the 
whole structure are elaborately sculptured in low 
relief. The surface is divided into panels by inter¬ 
vening pilastere, and filled up with images of men, 
women, animals, temples, and bouquets; some of 
the representations being disgustingly obsoene. 
Above the plinth there is a broad ornamental band 
set off with the figures of lines of pigeons, geese, 
ducks, horses, elephants, cattle, and camels, very 
well carved in good relief; but they have never 
been completely finished. In several places the 
outlines are punohed, but are not worked out. 
Some of the panels also are not completed. 

The area of the building above the plinth is 56 feet 
square. Originally it was colonnaded all round, 
eaoh side having five openings. The central open¬ 
ing on the east was intended for tho main entranoe. 
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Three mean-looking steps lead to this entrance, 
and it is flanked by two piers. The width of 
the opening originally was 8 feet 8 inches, 
and was spanned by an arch with five cusps 
crowned by two human figures. This arch, like 
several other parts of the building, was never 
finished, as the left half of it is decorated with 
a scroll work, while the right half is perfectly 
plain. The piers are elbow-shaped. On eithes 
side of the entrance there were two opening 
formed by a line of three pillars spanned by a stone 
architravo. Thus the side comprised two piers and 
ten pillars, each 13 feet 5 inches high. This 
arrangement was repeated on the other three sides, 
and in the middle of the room there were four 
compound pillars, each formed of four richly-carved 
columns, for the support of the roof. The roof is 
pyramidal; it rises in a slope from the cornice, and 
at a height of about 6 feet is edged by four tiers of 
cornice. Then follows another slope edged with 
three tiers of cornice. Then another slope, and 
over it a perpendicular neok with a cornice orna¬ 
mented with lancet-headed projections surrounding 
a flat roof. From the centre of the last rises a 
shoj;t neck supporting the pinnacle. In this form 
the structure had a light, airy, elegant appearance; 
and altogether the place was well suited for the 
purpose for which it was designed. But the architect 
had miscalculated the strength of the architraves 
and the weight of the roof placed over them, 
and in a short time some of the architraves oraoked 
and tho pillars showed signs of being crushed. It 
became necessary therefore to close ail the openings 
except the central one, on each side with solid 
masonry walls, and to strengthen the central groups 
of columns by building them up so as to form solid 
square pillars. The width of the central openings 
had also to he reduced by side piers, and the arches 
had to he supported on iron lintels. The new walls 
have bas-reliefs and carved stones stuck into them, 
but without any taste, order, or plan; and they 
serve only to disfigure what was originally a hand¬ 
some work of art. The original open pavilion was 
converted in this manner into a closed dark room, 
and being no longer fit for a lecture room, it was 
appropriated for a refectory. Offerings of cooked 
food are now placed in it thrice a day, instead of 
in the sanctuary, in which the space available is too 
limited for the display of any large number of 
trays of rice and curry. This arrangement also 
obviates the necessity of profuse and frequent wash¬ 
ings of the sanctuary, which the contact of dressed 
rico would otherwise have rendered imperative. 
The objection not applying to offerings of flowers, 
fruits, and sweetmeats, these are carried to the 
sanctuary. „ 
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(ii) Bhagavati 
temple (within 
the enclosure 
of the Linga- 
r£j temple). 


THE LINGABAJ TEMPLE -continued 

On the western side, close by the corner temple, there 
is a magnificent temple dedicated to Durga. It 
was erected during the reign of Gaiiga Kesari, 
about two centuries after the erection of the Great 
Tower. It marks the first step towards the spread 
of that sexual system of the Tantrio Bamacharis, 
which originally did not form a part of the Sivite 
system at Bhuvanesvara. All the old temples 
were dedicated to Siva in the form of a plain 
lingam or more or less cylindrical mass of stone 
without any carving or ornamentation or mystic 
symbol. But in the latter fo^ms the cylinder was 
fixed on a loop-shaped horizontal stone, rounded at 
one end and more or less pointed at the other, and 
having two or three enoiroling lines on the top. 
This was called the yoni. This, however, did not 
satisfy the followers of the Brahmaohari system, and 
a distinct female figure to serve as the consort of 
the lingam was held essential, and the temple under 
notice was erected to supply a looal habitation for 
the wife of the presiding divinity of the Great 
Tower. 

The temple of Bhagavati is a double structure, # in¬ 
cluding a temple proper and a distinct porch, joined 
to the sanctum by a lobby. Both were built at the 
same time, and most elaborately sculptured in the 
richest and most florid style of local art. The 
statuettes, bas-reliefs, and floral bands on it are 
in every respeot equal to the best of their kind to 
be seen in Bhuvanesvara. The material being 
brick-red sandstone, and much warmer in tint than 
that of the stone used in the erection of the Great 
Tower, looks particularly rioh. The temple, how¬ 
ever, is so surrounded on every side by minor 
temples and dead walls that it cannot be seen to 
advantage, and in its present position is entirely 
lost. The presiding divinity of the sanctuary is the 
goddess Durgd, mounted on a lion. 

Entering the enclosures from the propylon on the 
east, the visitor first comes to a paved oourtyard 65 
feet long from east to west, and 50 feet broad from 
north to south. It is paved with stone, and is 
perfectly clear of encumbrances except the little 
mounds on the right hand side close frjr the gate¬ 
way. Beyond, on the right and left, it is flanked 
by several other small temples of different dates 
and of no importance. One of them with a flat roof 
has a parapet of a peculiar construction, the like of 
which occurs only on the top of the NSt Mandir. 
It is formed of a series of .crest-tilesjnofc unlike 
Saracenic battlements, and somewhat similar to the 
Norman-Tudor flowers. The temple is dedicated 
to Gopdlini, or the goddess DurgS, in the form of a 
female cowherd—the same who destroyed the 
demons Klrfci and Vasa. To the west of it there is 
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6 

7 

8 
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Included in the area of the 
Committee appointed under 
Act XX of 1863. 

^ • 

The top of the antechamber 
has nearly fallen dowD. 

• 

i b 

There are two photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
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THE LINGARAJ TEMPLE ^concluded. 

ft 


a flight of six stone steps, each 48 feet 7 inches long 
and 3 feet 6 inches broad, the total height of the 
steps being 4 feet. This court shows the original 
level of the ground to have been the same as that 
of the little temple noticed above; it is just 3 feet 
below the level of the road outside. Above the 
steps, to the base of the foremost building of the 
Great Tower, the distance is 22 feet. In front of 
the gateway, but a little to the left of the central 
entranoo of the foremost building, there is a mono¬ 
lithic column 2 feet in diameter and 20 feet high, 
surmounted by a bull eouchant. The plinth of this 
column is square; it has no base moulding of any 
kind, and its capital is perfectly plain, being formed 
alternately of two oavettos and two tiles. In style 
it bears no relation to the building around it, and 
is evidently of a comparatively modern date, erected 
long after the Great Tower and its enclosure. 

Bhu vanes var ... 

(iii) Ganesa and 
other minor 
temples (with¬ 
in the enclosure 
of the Linga- 
raj temple). 
Sahasra Liriga 
tank. 

These, though of less importance than the great temple, 
are nevertheless of great interest and very well 
worthy of preservation. The names of some of 
them are Ganesa, Adi Lin gar Aj, Gop&linf, &o. 

This tank is just east of the great temple of Lihga- 
r£j. It has flights of stone steps and rows of 
small temples all round, now negleoted and muoh 
ruined. 

Ditto 

Piipanfiiini and 
minor tanks. 

Pdpandsini is a tank, made pucka by high stone 
walls, below which are flights of steps all around; 
it is just east of the Yamosvar temple. Rdmkunda 
is another, just west _of the Ramovdar temple; 
and a little north-east is a third tank and a baoli 
(well with flights of steps leading down) among 
the ruins of the ancient palace. Gaurikunda is held 
sacred by the pilgrims to bathe in; it is just east 
of the Gauri Kedaresvar temples. The Muktes- 
var, Brahmeivar, and other temples possess tanks 
of their own. 

Ditto 

1 

Vindu S & g a r 
tank. 

In the centre of the town is a large sheet of water 
called Goe&gara or Yindu (drops) S%ara, so called 
from a statement in the Ektard Pur&na that 
drops from all the snored pools on earth, in heaven, in 
the lower regions, as also of nectar wine, holy 
butter, and all that is most delectable, constantly 
fall into it. The tank now measures 1,400 by 1,100 
feet, with an average depth of 16 feet. All its four 
sides were originally lined with blocks of laterite, so 
arranged as to form magnifioent flights of steps. 

On the south side these steps are still in a good state 
of preservation. On the east and west for half the 
length in continuation of the south side they aro 
still in sit a, but beyond that they have fallen down 
into the bed of the tank. On the nort}i side also 
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1 

f • 

1 



In the area under the control of 
the Committee appointed under 
Act XX of 1863. 


In the area under the con¬ 
trol of the Committee ap¬ 
pointed under Aot XX of 
1863. Used hy pilgrims. 


Not in good order 


Not in good order, the flights of 
steps being greatly ruined. 


£6 


i b 


There is a photograph in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 


There is a photograph of the 
Pdpan&sini tank in the 
Indian Museum, Caloutta. 


There are two photographs in 
the Indian Musuem, Calcutta. 
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the whole of the stone has fallen down except about 
20 feet in the middle, which forms a ghat on that 
side leading from a group of small temples to the 
water. In the centre of the tank there is a large 
island protected by a stone revetment. This is a 
feature common to many of the larger tanks in 
Orissa, and adds greatly to the beauty of those 
artificial lakes. The Yindu S&gar island measures 
60 by 60 feet and has a small temple on the north¬ 
east corner of it. Before the temple there is a 
terrace with an artificial fountain in the centre. 
On the south-east corner, opposite to the terrace, 
there is a small pavilion supporting the reservoir 
of the fountain. Other pavilions, but of dissimilar 
make, stand at the south-west and north-west 
corners. On the occasion of the bathing festival an 
image of Yishnu is brought to the temple, and by 
holding the thuinb against the jet of the fountain, 
the water is direoted towards the image, and a 
shower-bath is effected to the wonder of the faithful 
who look upon the feat as a miraole. The tank is 
fed by one or more natural springs at the bottom, 
but the water is anything but pure. 

44 

Puri 

Bkuvanesvar ... 
(On tlie eastern 
side of the Yin- 
dusdgar tank.) 

Ananta Yasu- 
deva temple. 

A large temple with porch, dancing hall and re¬ 
fectory, all enclosed by a wall. The temple is 
j about 60 feet high. Both the temple and the porch 
bear elaborate carvings on the outside. The tem¬ 
ple had an inscription according to which it was 
built by order of Bhatta Bkaba I)era, minister of a 
king named Hari. Yaranma, and by caste R&rhi 
Br&hman. The inscription was composed by Y&ohas- 
pati Mi&ra, who belonged to the close of the eleventh 
century A.D. 

45 

Do. 

Bhuvanesvar ... 

Yetdl Deul 

temple. 

This consists of a main temple highly carved and a 
px>roh. Unlike other temples ot Orissa its spire is 
four-sided and ends in a long ridge, set off with 
three kalasas. The main body bears elaborate carv¬ 
ings on the outside, many being very fine. The 
porch is a new addition. 

46 

i 

1 

Do. 

Ditto 

Parassuiimesvar 

temple. 

t 

The main temple is 60 feet high with an oblong 
porch. The ground plan of it is square. Its 
outside is most elaborately sculptured. The porch 
has got an entire skylight of six windows in 
front and twelve windows on the sides—a peon* 
liar arrangement not seen elsewhere except in the 
Vet&l Deul. The sides of the porch are profuse¬ 
ly covered with bas-reliefs representing processions 
of horses and elephants in the upper band and 
scenes from the life of Edma in the lower band. 
Over the south doorway of the porch is an inscrip¬ 
tion in early Kutila characters in four lines 
ascribing the erection of the temple to a Kalinga 
king. Finely ornamented. Its antechamber is 
rather peculiar with sloping roof. 
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Priests 


Priests 


Lately repaired, though much 
of the lower carvings are gone. 


In rather good condition 


Is fast decaying for want of re¬ 
pairs. Several petty cracks 
have occurred. It is an elabo¬ 
rate temple. The antechamber 
is in an advanced state of decay. 
Several pillars have been broken 
and are in a condition to fall 
down soon. They require to be 
reconstructed and the roof 
thoroughly changed. 


i b 


i b 


There are seven photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 


There are five photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 


There are six photographs in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
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Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Puri 


BhuvaneiSvar 


Temple of Gauri 
KedareiSvar, 
Mukto^var, 
and Siddhes- 


var. 


Da 


Ditto 


Temple of 
Brahmesvar. 


Close to Parasurdmesvar temple round a spring named 
Gauri Kunda stands a group of temples. The 
smallest and the most beautiful of them is the temple 
of Mukteavar. It is barely 35 feet high, with a 
porch 25 feet. The ornamentation, ho wever, is of the 
most sumptuous description. The floral bands are 
neat and well executed, the bas-reliefs are sharp and 
impressive, the statuettes vigorous, full of action, 
varied and decently draped, and the whole temple 
well proportioned. Dr. Raj'endra Lila Mitra writes 
of them as follows : “ Among the subjects may be 
noticed a lady mounted on a rampant elephant 
and striking her uplifted sword against a giant armed 
with a sword and a shield; a figure of Annapumfi 
presenting some alms to bis lord S'iva; semiophide 
females canopied under the expanded hood of five 
or seven-headed cobras; lions mounted on elephants; 
groups of elephants fighting with lions; lions capped 
with elephantine trunks; damsels in various 
attitudes, some dancing, others playing on the 
Mridanga, or the "Vini, or the Tambura; crouching 
monsters supporting "heavy weights; saints worship¬ 
ping Siva; an emaciated hermit giving lessons to 
a disciple; another reading a palm leaf manusoript 
placed on a cross-legged stool; a lady standing 
under an umbrella; another standing by a door 
with a pet parrot on her hand; another enj'oying 
the oool shade of a tree ; another standing on a 
tortoise. This last is evidently intended for the 
goddess of the earth. The head-dresses of most of 
these ladies are particularly interesting, and most 
of the chignons shown on plate XXY of Volume I, 
have been taken from them. The scroll works, 
bosses and friezes are also worthy of special note, 
as they display marked excellence in design, and 
great delicacy of execution.” Unlike the generality 
of Orissa temples, the interior oeiling of its 
porch is carved, and is an elaborate and most 
beautiful pieoe of work. Right in front of the 
porch is an archway or tower 15 feet high. It is 
supported on two columns of elaborate workmanship, 
the whole looking very graceful from the outside. 


This is a large temple with a porch, built on a high 
mound. Like Muktesvar temple, its interior and 
exterior are both elaborately and in many places 
exquisitely carved. Many of the statuettes have 
been removed by visitors. It had an inscription 
which was removed to the Asiatio Society by Cap¬ 
tain Kitto. According to the inscription, the 
temple and the adjoining tank were built under the 
orders of Queen Kalavati, mother of Udyolaka 
Kesari, King of Kalinga. It cannot be later 
than 862 A. D. This temple consists of a central 
one of shrine and Mohan with four smaller ones 
on the corners, all surrounded by walls and a 
pucoa tank on the south with other plain temples. 
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The temple of Oauri Keddresvar 
is in very good condition, and 
only some petty repairs are 
required. 

The temple of MukteSvar is in a 
very bad oondition. Its ante¬ 
chamber is in a tottering state. 
Dangerous oracks have occur¬ 
red here and there. Rank 
vegetation has overgrown the 
temple, which is hastening its 
decay. The eastern oompound 
has been undermined by the 
tank* 

The temple of SiddheHar is in 
good condition, but has rank 
vegetation grown over it. The 
pavement has sunk consider¬ 
ably. The top of the ante- 
ohamber requires plastering to 
prevent rain and rank vegeta¬ 
tion from penetrating. 


There are seven photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Calcutta* 


Very much neglected, and hence 
muoh ruined. 


i& 


There are ten photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
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49 Puri 


50 Do. 

51 Do. 

52 Do. 

53 Do. 

54 1 Do. 


55 Do. 


vi' 


56 Do. 


•W'i 


57 Do. 


58 Do. 


Looality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


BhuvanesSvar 


Somesvar tern-1 A small temple with a ground plan of 27 feet and a 
i tfemf Tfa rmrnli ns onions*.. oo bv Zi . 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


pie. 


Sari Deul tem¬ 
ple, No. I. 


Sari Deul tem¬ 
ple, No. II. 

ChitraUrini 

temple. 

Y a m e svar 
temple. 


Eijardni tem¬ 
ple. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


height of 33 feet. Its porch is oblong, 33 by 27. 
Not so well exeouted as in the Muktesvar and the 
Brahmesvar; the carvings are rather plain and 
in places very fine. A large well is on the north 

of it. . , . . 

Finely carved and ornamented, having an ante¬ 
chamber and a shrine, and faoing towards the 
west, which is rather unusual. 

It is also finely oarved, having shrine and ante¬ 
chamber, and four smaller temples in the four 
corners,—N.-W. of Lifigax&j. 

It is of the above style naer the Papandsini tank, 
which is pueca. 

Finely ornamented ... ••• 


Elaborately carved. It is situated in the fields, 
N.-E. of the village. 


Bdme^var 

temple. 


Kapilesvnr 


Bbdskaresvar 

temple. 

Mitresvar and 
other minor 
temples. 


Temple of Ma 
hideva. 


It has a shrine and antechamber of plain mouldings, 
besides a large tank. There are four smaller 
temples, somewhat carved hut muoh ruined, named 
after the brothers of Rfima. 


Has a very big linga of Mukadova ... 

There are innumerable minor temples, more or less 
carved and interesting, but very much negleotec 
and ruined, which are scattered in the village and 
fields, and of many of which the names are for¬ 
gotten. Of these Mitresvar, Naresvar, Tole^var, 
Koti-tlrtha, N&yakeifvar, Mahavira, &o., might 

he noted. . ,, . 

In the village of KapilesSvar is a rather large 
temple of a plain style, which is dedicated to 
Mahadeva under the above name. It has four 
parts, and is carved in plain mouldings and 
fionres. In the compound ore some other temples 
of ft smaller size, and ft well* and on tit© south is a 
large tank. , 
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6 


7 

8 
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Dilapidated 

iib 

1 

There is one photograph in the 
Indian Museum, Caloutta. 


Decaying 

iii 

There are three photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Caloutta. 

1 

■ 

Ditto 

ii£ 

There is a photograph in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 



Ditto 

iib 

Ditto ditto. 



Weatherworn; carvings and 
mouldings much ruined, and 
three side chapels gone. 

ii b 

Eight photographs in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 

In charge of the tahsildar of 
} Khnrda and the zamindar< 
of Binjharpur. 


Rank vegetation has grown over 
the top of the temple. Several 
pieces of stone from the top 
have fallen down—also the top 
of the antechamber. 

The temple itself is in fair con¬ 
dition. The antechamber of 
it has been cracked in several 
places, and the cracks require 
to be repaired. The top of the 
antechamber is full of rank 
vegetation, which should be 
cleared off. The courtyard also 
is full of jungle, which should 
be removed. 

iib 

ii6 

There is a photogravure of 
the carvings in this temple 
in the French work entitled 
“ Les Monuments de V Inde” 
by Dr. Gustave le Bon, who 
was in charge of the Archaeo¬ 
logical Mission to India, 
published in Paris in 1893. 
There are eight photographs 
in the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta. 


L 

Decaying 

iiJ 

There is a photograph in Dr. 
Mitral u Orissa”, Vol. II. 

• * «•« 


• * • 

One photograph of N&yakeavar 
in Dr. Mitra’s “Orissa”, 
Yol. II. 




See photograph in Vol. II of 
Dr. Mitra’s work on the 
Antiquities of Orissa. 
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59 

Purl 

Sisupdl [2^ miles 
east of Bhuvan- 
esvar]. 

Fort ruins ... 

The ruins of a considerable fort still exist with the 
walls and moat. Inside the only remains worth 
noticing are a number of monolithic laterite pillars 
in four rows, Indicating a large hall of the palace. 
There is also an image of a goddess, on the back of 
which a long inscription in Kutila characters is 
visible. The imago was broken into two pieoes, and 
these have been joined by a band of iron. 

60 

Do. 

Gengati river 

[about a mile 
south-east of 
Bhuvanesvar]. 

Bridge 

A fine bridge resembling the Atirandlld bridge of 
Puri, but much older, being ’ attributed to' the 
Kesari kings. It lies in a ruinous state, and most 
of the dressed stones have been utilized by the 
District Board in metalling their road. 

61 

Do. 

Dhauli [a hill two 
miles west of 
Sardaipur, on 
the 3rd mile left 
bank of the river 
Day#]. 

Eock inscrip¬ 
tions, 

The ediots of Asoka are out on the south-eastern hill 
known as As'vatthdmd. The rook has been hewn 
and polished for a spaoe of 15 feet long by 10 feet in 
height, and the inscription deeply cut thereon in 
four tablets. Immediately above the inscription, the 
rook hae been smoothed into a terrace on the right 
side of which is the forehalf of an elephant 4 feet 
high, of superior workmanship. The inscription 
consists of eleven ediots issued by “ Daranampriya 
priyadasi” or Priyadaraf, beloved of gods, whioh tire 
found elsewhere at Gunar, Lat, Busopbzai, &o. 
These edicts are, however, preceded by an order 
and followed by another order whioh are not to be 
found in the other places except Jangada in the 
Ganjam district. Historically, these edicts are 
invaluable as affording the earliest authentic account 
of Orissa. 

62 

Do, 

Do, „. 

Caves 

Just east of the Hahddeva temple, now half fallen, 
is a small cave, inscribed in old Ndgari. On 
the south face of the AsvattMma rook are several 
cells of a prehistoric period. These are on the 
west and south side of the hill, whioh is crowned 
by that of Mahddeva. Some statues are lying 
about negleoted. 

63 

Do, *.. 

Do, 

Temple of 

Mah^deva. 

A very old temple remarkable for several peculiarities. 

64 . 

i 

Do. 

T~ —»- 

Ivanarak 

Black Pagoda 

“The most exquisite memorial of sun-worship in 
India, or I believe in any oountry, is the temple of 
Kanarak upon the Orissa shore" (Hunter). Thisis the 
largest of the Orissa temples and was built by Langu- 
liya Narasimha Deva in twenty years from 1241 to 
1261 A. D. Itissituated about 19 miles north-east of 
Puri and about 2% miles from the sea-ooast. It 
consisted of a main temple and a poroh. The main 
temple now lies ruined—a mass of gigantio stones. 
What is now visible is the porch. It is a square 
building of 66 feet eaoh side with atioor on each side. 

The inside is devoid of ornamentation and had a false 
ceiling. This ceiling has fallen down, covering the 
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CSSS3 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Glassifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


All gone; only the very high 
mound of the rampart and some 
pillars remain. 


Neglected 


Pujari 


Entirely deserted 


Ditto 


Fallen down, but there is another 
very nice temple just at the 
toot of the hill, which is now 
oovered with rank vegetation. 

The main temple came down long 
ago, and the only structure that 
is now standing is the bhadra- 
ka, or audience hall. The outer 
face of this temple is compara¬ 
tively sound, hut the doorways 
have become much weakened. 
Ahe . ms ide roof virtually is in 

u 110118 oondit . ion > and almost 
all the stones of it are ominously 
hanging unsupported. The 
uoor is now covered with 
stones fallen down from the 


m 


in 


m 


in 


See pages 95 to 96 of Vol. 
XIII of the Arokseologioal 
purvey Reports. 

Also pages 77-80 of Hunter's 
statistical Aooount of the 
Puri district. 


Seepages 96 to 98 of Vol. 
AHI of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. 


See pages 84-91 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Puri district. 

There are 28 photographs in 
the Indian Museum, Oaloutta. 
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PUR* 


No. 


District. 


Looality. 


Name of 
monument. 


65 

68 


Puri 

Do. 


Mfmik Chak, 
Chiika Lake. 

Khurda 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Temple 


Pamiava Ghara 
cave. 


floor with large stones by iron beams and rubbish. 
The doorways are of mugni or stealite. The eastern 
gate was the main gate, and is a magnificent speoi- 
men of Hindu architecture. Nino elaborate rows 
of oarvings, snakes, monkeys, human couples, 
creeping branches, tracing and arabesque designs 
spread on each side of the outside gateway. On 
the top are prolongations of these nine rows, the 
middle four rows consisting of holy men in every 
variety of devotional postures. The walls on the 
outside have niohes set off with floral bands 
and containing big statues of men, women, and 
lions, generally well carved. The roof is pyramidal, 
with a slope of about 72 feet. Prom above the 
main body of the porch first projeot seven cornices, 
then rises a perpendioular height without any pro¬ 
jections; above these are six more projecting cornioes 
followed by another perpendioular; lastly comes a 
series of fine hare projecting ledges supporting on the 
top a ribbed dome with orouohing lions on the sides; 
and over this a smaller dome which would have ended 
in a kalasa and spire. The lower thirteen projecting 
ledges bear elaborate bas-reliefs of processions, hunt> 
ing and battle soenes, and representations of all the 
occupations and amusements of life. The immense 
variety of illustrations of Hindu manners oontained 
in it may be imagined when x. think that with a 
height of from one foot to eighteen inches, the 
frieze extends to nearly three thousand feet in 
length and contains probably at least twice that 
number of figures (Pergusson). The corresponding 
perpendicular recesses contain life-size human figures 
with the hands uplifted. 

Outside the porch are a pair of gigantic elephants on 
the north side, a pair of equally gigantic horses, 
ready saddled, on the south side, and faoing the gate 
a massive lion, couchant on an elephant. About 
half a mile off now lies the architrave of the eastern 
gate out into two for facility of conveyance; when 
one, it was an enormous piece of stone, 19 x 4| x 3f, 
and weighed about 24 tons. It was divided into 
nine gravels, eaoh containing a human figure riohly 
ornamented, wearing a high-pointed orown and 
seated cross-legged on a lotus. The figures repre¬ 
sented Ravi or Sun, Soma or Moon, Maiigala or 
Mars, Budha or Mercury, Vrihaspati or Jupiter, 
S'ukra or Venus, S'ani or Saturn, Rahu and Ketu- 
the ascending and descending nodes. The idol stm- 
god was removed to Puri in the beginning of the 
17th century by order of King Narasitha Deva. 
At the time of removal, the king caused a measure¬ 
ment to be made of the main temple and poroh, 
whioh measurements are noted in the M&dola Paiiji. 

It has a shrine and anteobamber of a plain style ... 

The cave is a large natural cavern partitioned by 
art. On the partitioned floor are many short 
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DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Kemauks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 


inside roof, and danger to life 
may be expected at any moment 
when removing these stones. 
The Bhogamandap is now bur¬ 
ied under the sand, and if this 
be brought to light by remov¬ 
ing the sand and Mm the 
whole struoture may fall down. 
The two lions placed on the top 
of it are in good condition. 



Abandoned 

In good condition ... 

iii 

Two photographs in the Indian 
Museum. 

Ditto »•» 

DlttO • • t m 

iii 

See pages 99-100 of Vol. 
XIII of the Arhcaeological 
Survey Reports. 
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PURI 


No. 


District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

2 

3 

4 

5 




inscriptions in different ancient characters, such as 
sheil } latter Gupta, old Nigari, and Uriya. It is 
called Pdndava Ghara, the house of the P&ndavas, 

Puri ... 

Satyabdri 

Temple of Pro- 
p6l. 

This temple is rather modem, having shrine and 
antechamber of a plain style. 

Do. 

CliandeBvar 

Temple of 

Mahadevn. 

Its style is that of the profusely sculptured Br&h- 
manical temple common to Orissa, The execution 
of the sculptures outside the temple is of the 
degraded and in many instances obscene class pecu¬ 
liar to the decline of the art during the 11th and 
12th centuries A.D, The temple originally 
measured 90' x 45', but these original limits have 
since been considerably reduced by the destruction 
of all except the sanotum and antardla or autecham- 
ber. The ceiling of the sanctum is supported by 
four pillars standing within the chamber. 


67 


68 


TRIBUTARY STATES, 


69 


70 


Boad State 


Bond State. 


Boad 


Boad 


Nava graha 
temple. 


Temples 

Siva. 


of 


This temple is built of red sandstone and planned 
on the principle of intersecting squares laid down 
by Fergusson as the most oominon type of plan 
of mediaeval temples in India. Very profusely 
carved in successive retioulated clusters of vertical 
lines which are very effective in giving light and 
shade to the relief. Period 9th century A.D. There 
are other temples smaller than the Navagraha, but, 
in every other respect similar. 


There are three temples at Boad which are dedicated 
to Siva and are named] Kapileswar, Bhuvane^var, 
and Sornan&th. They are all equal in height, and 
the carvings on all are alike. The temples are 
built of plain ashlar with an outer covering of red 
stone.. The exteriors of the temples are plain, but 
the skill of the architect is displayed in the beauty 
and arrangement of the interiors. These are 
covered with profuse and elaborate carvings, and 
the architectural details are cut with an elegance 
and precision which are very admirable. 

The similarity between these three temples and 
the well known temple at Bhuvane£var (in the 




































miSTffy. 




( 537 ) 


DISTRICT— concluded. 


ORISSA. 


Custody or present xise. 

Present stato of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classfi- 

eation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

TJsod for worship 

Not in bad condition 

id 

See pages 98-9 of Vol. XIII 
of the Arcliceological Survey 
Reports. 

In charge of a marfatdar 

Not good •*. 

iid 

¥ 

See pages 101-2 of Vol. 
XIII of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports. 

There are photographs of the 
temple and its mouldings 
in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 


R6j& of Bond- In use 

Sadly neglected. The facing 
stones over the entrance of one 
of the big finely carved temples 
have come down. One of the 
small temples is in ruins. Mr. 
Bcglax* brought to notice the 
claims of these little known but 
exquisite gems to permanent 
repair and preservation, if 

xib 


needful, with Government aid 


*v ■' 1 

to supplement the Pdj&ris’ and 
Rdjd’s contributions. In one 
enclosure there are three big 
temples finely oarved, eight 
small temples, and one large 
central temple built of plain 
ashlar with no carvings. The 
large central temple is plastered. 


R&jd of Bond and in use 


iib 


See pages 118-19 of Vol. 
XIII of the Archaeological 
Survey Reports, and for plan 
of the Navagraha temple, see 
Plate XVIIl of the same 
volume. 

There are photographs of the 
Navagraha temple and of one 
of the smaller temples in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 


Furnished 

Boad. 


by the Rajd of 
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TRIBUTARY STATES, 


No. 


District. 


'Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


71 


72 


73 


74 


75 


Dhenkanal 

State. 


Khandp&i 

State. 


Mayfirbhauj 

State. 


Kapilash 

Deogan. 


Hill, 


Ditto ... 


Ditto .. 


Kantilo 


A'dipur 


Haripur 


Baripada 


Temple of 
Siva. 


Temples 


Temple of 
Kinchak e4 
van. 


Fort ruins 


Temple of 
Jagann&th. 


Puri district) in the arrangement of construction 
and style of carvings leads to the conjecture, and 
tradition also has it, that these were also erected 
during the reign of the same EAja Laldtendra 
Kesari, who reigned in Orissa from A.D. 623 to 
667, and by whose order the temple at Bhuvane^- 
var was built. 

This temple is the oldest and most important in the 
State. It is situated on Kapilash Hill, which is 
more than 2,000 feet above sea level. Is said to 
have been built by R4ja Prat&p Rudra Dev, the 
ruling monarch of Orissa, who reigned from A.D. 
1504 to 1532. 

The legend connected with the erection of the templo 
is as follows:—Edja Prat&p Rudra Dev accidentally 
killed a bull, and as it was a great sin for a Hindu 
prince to kill a bull or any of the bovine species 
his religious instructors advised him to expiate the 
sin by building a temple. The temple is dedicated 
to Siva, and lands have been assigned by the State 
for the worship of the Thakur anil the maintenance 
of the temple. 

There are water springs which flow close to the 
temple and are said to possess healing properties. 

Though modern they are very picturesquely situated 
and deserve to be kept up, but not at Government 
co&fc. 

Adipur is situated on the banks of the Yaitarani. In 
it there are the ruins of certain stone temples, the 
principal of which is that of Kinchakesivarf. The 
stone carving is of exquisite make, and it resembles 
in a smaller degree the carvings and remains at 
Bhuvanes-var. The nature of the temples and of 
the fine making of idols, as well as the aspect of 
that particular part, of the country, shows that the 
place was once famous and prosperous. The style 
of architecture show's that it was probably of the 
same period as Bhuvanesvar. Stone slabs are 
found in quantities within a radius of about six 
miles from the temple. 

The history of the place and of the remains has 
however, been properly enquired into. The temple 
and the idols are said to have been destroyed by 
Kilap&hdr, the General of the Emperor Aurangzeb. 

Haripur is situated about six miles from Baripada. 
There is a fort now in a dilapidated condition. 
This was built probably during the Mahrdtta period 
as a place of refuge. The houses were made of 
brick with carvings. 

This temple is of some importance from an anti¬ 
quarian's point of view. It was built by Yaidya- 
nath Bhanj, the then Chief of Mayurbhanj, in. the : 
year 1575 A.D.; docs not possess any great arehi- j 
teotural pretensions. 
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0 . ohota isrA.a 


CLASSIFI 

[See Government of India, Home Department, 

I.—Those monuments which, from their present condition and historical or 
II,—Those monuments which it is now only possible or desirable to save 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like. 

III.—Those monuments which, from their advanced stage of decay or 

I (a) and II (a ).—Monuments in the possession or charge of Government, 
conservation. . . . 

I (6) and II (fl).—Monuments in the possession or charge of private bodies 

(i) hAzAeibAgh 


No. 

Distriot. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

8 

4 

5 

1 

H&zuribugk 

Makaudi Hill ... 

Temples 

There are four rock-cut temples at Makaudi, three 
being dose to each other, and the fourth on the far 
side of the hill, about two miles distant from the 
others. The first three consist of rectangular rooms 
from 6 to 8 feet long and broad, and from 5 to 6 
feet high, out in large sandstone boulders, with 
small ogee-doorways about 4$ by 2j feet cut 
through square sunk panels. The ceilings and 
floors are flat solid stone. One temple has a carved 
sun-flower in the centre of the ceiling of the room 
and of the overhanging poroh; also two small sun¬ 
flowers in the spandrils of the doorway, and an 
elephant on one side,—all cut in relief. Another 
has no ornament at all; while the third has string 
and cornice lines of ogee shapes projecting 
altogether about four inches from the face, a niche 
on each side sunk in the rock, and a lily over the 
doorway in relief. The outside of the boulders 
is quite rough, exoept in the most ornamental 
temple, and this is shaped round, with a ridge 
resembling an inverted boat, the ridge being the 
keel. Inside they oontain some remains of the 
linga ornament, and one has three niches in its 
walls, There are no inscriptions on any of them. 
One is brown outside, the others quite black. On 
the whole, they are very plain and rough, and have 
very little claim to be considered architectural re¬ 
mains. They are curious, and that is about all 
that chn be said for them. The fourth temple is in 
general appearance similar to the rest, being cut 
out of sandstone rook, but somewhat larger. It has 
three square rooms—a central one, with a room on 
either side entered by square-headed doorways. 

2 

Ditto ... 

S6tgawan 

Temples 

Scitgawan is a small village near the Sakri, south of 
the Kaw& Kol Hills; the place enjoys some local 
reputation. 

The ruins here are extensive, consisting of over a 
dozen temples, all dating from the later Gupta 
period. Of the small temples, only the door 
jambs and enshrined statues in various stages of 

- -- 4 -—— 




























pxm di vision. 

CATION. 

Ecsolution No. 3—168—83, dated 26th November 1883.] 

archaeological value, ought to bo maintained in permanent good lepair. 
from further decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve— 

or in respect of which Government must undertake the cost of all measures of 

or individuals. 

DISTRICT. 


.Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 



i a 


Unknown 

In ruins 

ii a 

See page 115 of Vol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Report!. 
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(1) hazaeibAgh 


No. District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

. 

1 2 

3 

4, 

5 

3 H&zarib&gh 

' ' F* ' 

Kunda 

V'V 1 ' 

' 1 

Fort ruins ... 

decay exist. Numerous inscriptions on the rooks 
in tli© bills across the Sakri, some three miles north, 
also exist. _ Excavation would hero yield rich results, 
hut there is little to conserve beyond the sculptures 
and the basements of the temples which the excava¬ 
tions would certainly disclose. Thorough explora¬ 
tion of tho bills would perhaps yield more inscrip¬ 
tions. Hardly anything can be done to save the 
rock inscriptions beyond protecting them from 
wanton injury. 

This fort was the castlo of the old Rajas of Kunda. 
It is rather imposing from a distance, being a 
parallelogram, some 280 foot long by 170 feet broad, 
with an average height of 30 feet. It has a square 
central entrance tower on the west front, and four 
square corner towers, with straight battlemented 
walls between them. It was admirably adapted for 
the warfare of past times, being situated on a tongue 
of land which projeots into a basin surrounded by 
hills, except on the east side, where it commands 
a gorge. On three sides it is virtually inaooessible, 
as the land shelves off abruptly into deep ravines 
holding nil&s in tho rainy season. On the west 
side alone is there anything like a feasible approach, j 
and even here one has to descend into low ground 
before rising to the level of the gateway. The site | 
appears, therefore, to have been carefully selected ; 
for purposes of defence. 

On approaobing nearer from the west, the appear¬ 
ance, architecturally, is rather disappointing, being 
plain and poor. 

The central tower is about 30 feet wide by 40 feet : 
high, rising on one side to 50 feet, and projecting : 
about 20 foet from tho raaiu walls, which riso to 
about 25 feet from the ground. The entrance 
gateway, now fallen down, was on the north side of 
this tower. Passing on, a second gateway in the 
west main wall is traversed and the enclosure is 
reached. 

Tho four walls are flanked by towers 20 feet square, 
projecting at right angles, like the central tower, 
about 15 feet, and facing eaoh other. Two of tho 
corner towers are of the same height as the main 
walls, aud two are about five feet higher. The 
walls are stepped at each tower with the falling 
ground on which the fortress is built, being high¬ 
est on the west side, about five feet lower on the 
north and south, and five feet lower still on the east, 
m whioh there is a small postern gateway with 
masonry steps outside leading down to the valley 
beneath. The battlements of the walls, where per¬ 
fect, have two irregular rows of small square loop¬ 
holes, one just above the string course, the other 
about two feet higher, and as muoh from the top 
of the walls, so that the defenders oould fire over 
the walls from the level of their feet and from an 
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DISTRICT—co«to!wi. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 


6 

7 

8 

9 


Unknown 

J 

Decaying 

iii 

* 


























(1) HiZARIBlGH 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


2 


H&z£rib6gh 


Kulhu4 Hill (near 
the Niranjan, 
where it issues 
from the hills). 


Book inscrip¬ 
tions* 


intermediate height, ie, 9 standing up, sitting, and 
lying down* The central tower has three distinct 
tiers of loopholes, two of which are square and 
one long, beneath the lookout or side donjon tower, 
which is also square and long, and loopholed for 
archery or musketry. The corner towers have two 
tiers ox loopholes, one of which is long, the other 
square. These towers appear to have had doors 
and roofs, traces of which now remain, and to have 
entirely housed the garrison, as no signs of build¬ 
ings axe to be seen elsewhere. They contain small 
masonry circular stairoases, approached from the 
courtyard, giving access to the several rooms, and 
to the tops of the walls. 

Inside the fort the ground is irregular, and appears 
to have contained no buildings. It is now over¬ 
grown with jungle. 

Perhaps the most curious object in the fortress is the 
well, which is beneath the north-western tower and 
is approached by a steep subterranean masonry 
staircase arched overhead. The mouth of the well 
is about 30 feet below the ground level, and 6 feet 
in diameter. It is now completely filled up with 
earth and masonry rubbish. 

Architecturally the fortress is decidedly poor. A 
pair of small, common-place half octagon limestone 
shafts remain on one side of the main entrance, 
and this is with the exoeption of a few stone steps 
all the out work about the place. 

The other doorways are square, having wooden lintel 
heads. The buildings and walls are composed of 
small irregular pieces of limestone, with brick string¬ 
courses and battlements. The whole was once 
apparently plastered, hut this has now for the most 
part worn off, exposing by no means a good speci¬ 
men of rubble masonry. 

Tbe battlements are machicolatod as already de¬ 
scribed, but are not broken up in the usual castella¬ 
ted style,—alternate opening and solid; they have, 
however, ogee-headed projections, thus giving the 
appearance of being broken up. 

The walls are all perpendicular, and from three to six 
feet thick, and built with nearly pure lime mortar. 
The fort could not stand the fire of artillery. 

The inscriptions date to between the eighth and 
twelfth oenturies; they appear to be almost exclu¬ 
sively Buddhist, but are in very bad order. The 
sculptures date to about the same period, but are 
both Brdhmanical and Buddhist. The place is 
little known, difficult of access, and has not been 
thoroughly examined; a proper examination is 
necessary. 



























DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 


Unknown 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Being destroyed by weather 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


na 


Remarks. 


a a a a 





































(1) HAZARIBAGH 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


H6a&riMgh 


Ditto 


Bishungarh 


Temples 


Pare&n&th Hill... 


Jain Temples 


These temples are built of bricks in the Bengal stylo. 
The front facade shows some ornamental work. 
There is an inscription in debased Nagarl. They are 
not more than 200 years old. The Baoli is a large 
well with a flight of steps leading to the water. 

There arc numerous small temples .here, some with 
inscriptions. From the inscriptions, it is,, clear 
the temples are modern, and are not otherwise of 
much interest. Mr. Beglar’s copies of the inscrip¬ 
tions have been mislaid, and no one else that he 
knows of has copied or published them. Though 
not of great interest, yet, as records of the past, 
they perhaps deserve to be copied and published. 

The speoial sanctity of Pore^n&th Hill, which yearly 
attracts about ten thousand pilgrims from distant 
parts of India, arises from the fact that it was the 
scene of Nirvana of no loss than ten of the 
twenty-four deified saints who are the objects of 
Jain worship. From the last of these Paftfva or 
P&rsvan&tha, the hill originally called Samet Sikhar 
has derived its second and better known name of 
Pare^ndth. 

The temple, the idol in which boars the oldest date of 
consecration, although the edifice does not exhibit 
the greatest signs of age, is a handsome building 
of briok, freshly chunamed and whitewashed every 
year. A, Sanscrit inscription at the foot of the 
images in it announces the year of their being 
placed in the shrine, viz., A.D. 1768. 


(2) lohArdAgA 



This place is situated about 80 miles south-west ^f 
Rahohi. It is the site of a ruined palaoe onoe in¬ 
habited by the Rajas of Chota Nfigpur. The palace 
was five storied and of brick; the temples and 
buildings around were of elegantly carved granite. 
An inscription cut on one of the stones shows the 
plaoe to have been built in 1721 Samvat or A. D. 
1664, .. 

The tradition is that after R&j& Baghun&th feahi 
built the fort he lived there for a few years only, 
and left it at the bidding of a Brahman, who de¬ 
clared the plaoe unlucky. 


(3) PALAMAU 


Pal&nau 


Pal&mau 


Fort mins 


The place is the seat of the old Rdjis of PaUman, 
and is said to oontain many objeots of interest. 

There are two extensive forts. The walls are in 
very fair preservation. They have been cleared of 
jungle at the private expense of two members of the 
Paiamau Raj family. They are very interesting 
places. ♦ 









































































DISTRICT— eowUAed, 


Custody or present us©,. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

■ 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Unknown 

In ruins 

. • t 

hi 

J 

See page 73 of Vol. XIII of 
the Arohseologioal Survey 
Reports. 

f * j ' { :;;V |, v ; | 

In charge of the mahajans of 
Murshidabad, who are the heirs 
of the oonsecrators. In use. 

In good condition ... 

ib 

See page 73 of Vol. XIII of 
the Archaoologioal Survey Re¬ 
ports. 

Also pages 216-227 of Hunt¬ 
er’s Statistical Account of 
the H&z&rib&gh district. 

DISTRICT. 




Not in use and not in any one’s 
custody. 

Now in ruins 

iii 

i 

See page 322 of Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of the 
Lohardaga district. 

i 


DISTRICT. 

'' "■ . - 11 '- - - - ===^; 


Pal&mau Raj 


ii6 


i 


















































(8) PALAMAU 


No. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument* 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


Palfimau ... 


10 


Ditto 


Japla 


Fort ruins 


Check dri 


The Timoli 
Garh. 


The seat of a local Chief tain 

The sculptures are ancient,, and as the place is of 
importance, and was so when Rohtas was occupied 
by Sher Shah, they cannot date to later than the 
11th or 12th century. The palace and existing 
temples are, however, modern. Further examina¬ 
tion of the sculptures and mounds is needed. 


Was a magnificent building; probably the fortified 
residence of some Chief . 


(4) MANBHUM 


11 


Mfinbhum.. 


Packet 


Fort 


This fort was long ago the main seat of the Rdjd of 
Packet. There are a great many mins of temples, 
tanks, fortified gateways, towers, &c. The gate¬ 
ways are all of stone,—large solid slabs of a hard 
but rather ooarse-grained sandstone, laid without 
cement, or at most with very little of it. The 
joints are very fine, and no cement onn be traced in 
the blocks wkioh lie scattered about, and which 
evidently at one time formed portions of the struc¬ 
ture. The arches of the gateways are very well 
built, and iron damps have been employed in 
various portions of the walls, but with what definite 
object is not apparent. The buildings are old. 

The temples, on the contrary, are all built of small, 
tile-like bricks, thin, but very hard, and plastered 
over. The ornaments are not on the surface of the 
plaster only, but are on the bricks themselves. The 
figures in relief appear to have been stamped on 
the bricks while they were soft, and the bricks 
burned afterwards. The arches are well built. 

Remains of tanks, with aqueducts and small temples 
and residences in the centre of the tanks, also exist. 
The tanks are now to a great extent filled up, and 
the buildings are in ruins. 

The Rdjd’s residence and court are oblong structures, 
vaulted over. The vaulting is very well executed; 
the walls are plastered over, the doors are invariably 
very small, and there are no windows. 

The entire fort is now full of dense low jungle, with 
the exception of small patches of cultivation in 
what before were tanks, but are now filled up. 
There was a deep moat round, outside the ramparts 
through which the hill torrents coming down the 
sides of Pachet Hill were led; parts of it are 
filled up, others deepened. 




































Ml mrjfr 



( 549 ) 



DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Eemabks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

R&ja of Palamau... 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

12 

MKnbhum... 

t 

Eatras 

t 

Dew&l Temple 

There are three lines of ramparts and moats, each 
something in the shape of an irregular pentagon. 
The second and third or innermost ramparts and 
moat are now so full of dense thorny jungle that 
it is impossible to discover the ruins of structures 
in the innermost area. There is a fine large temple 
up the side of the hill, where a large gathering of 
people takes place annually. It is regarded as a 
very holy place by the people of the district. 

Katras is an important village, about six miles south 
of the police outpost between Govindpur and Top- 
cMnohi. The Raj/i of Jharifi sometimes resides 
here. There are several puoca residences in the village. 
There must once have been numerous temples here, 
but the materials have been used up in building 
new ones: to the north, of the village is a small 
temple, perhaps partly old, but standing on a 
terrace, which has evidently been restored. The 
basement mouldings of this terrace are curious; close 
to it, on a small mound, are the ruins of an old 
temple; here lies an old sculptured doorway and 
several fragments. In the vicinity are several low 
mounds with fragments of statues and cut-stone 
lying about. 

The old stone temple to the east of the rivulet is 
of the oldest examples in the neighbourhood, and 
from its stylo it may well be classed as pre-Muham¬ 
madan,. It is built with overlapping corbels, which 
form a tall, triangular opening, which admits light 
into the frontage of its tower, much like the con¬ 
struction of the great Buddhist temple at Buddha- 
Graya. It is known as the Dew&l. It is divided 
into two portions by a broad slab let in across. This 
temple is especially interesting as showing the con¬ 
struction of temples of this class—single cell ones— 
and for the simplicity of its mouldings. . The 
temple is remarkably plain. It is in a ruinous 
condition. 

At present there are no remains of any nmudapa to be 
seen in front, but the existence of the dividing slab 
shows that it existed at one time, as otherwise the 
slab dividing the opening into an entrance proper 
and an illuminating window becomes meaningless. 

The temple is filled up inside to some depth wi th 
rubbish. On exoavation, an argha eccentrically 
placed, was lighted upon. Judging from this, that 
it was a later addition, the excavation was continued, 
and an argha, centrically placed and in situ, was 
next lighted upon j the temple was therefore Same. 
The exterior of the temple is also buried under about 
three feet of rubbish, and this may account for 
traces of the foundations of a mandapa in front not 
being seen. 

* 
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Unknown 


Decaying. As typical speci¬ 
mens in stone of temples of this 
class, some being of great anti¬ 
quity, these temples deserve 
careful conservation. Squared 
stones are lying in the vicinity, 
and the work can be done 
cheaply. Examination of the 
adjacent mound and exhuma¬ 
tion of the gh&t are also objects 
worthy of some expenditure, 
there being few specimens of 
ancient ghat architecture. The 
gh&t at Buddha-Gay^, whioh is 
now repaired, is the only other 
specimen that Mr. Beglar is 
aware of. For these reasons it 
is important to exhume and 
conserve what is unquestionably 
an ancient gh&fc. 


For temple 
„ excavation 
„ gh&t 


Us. 

750 

250 

250 


ua 


See pages 156-157 of VoL 
VIII of the Archeological 
Survey Reports. 

For seotions and profile of the 
plinth mouldings of these 
temples, see Plates XV and 
XVI of the above volume. 

There is a photo of the Stone 
temple on the East of the 
rivulet in the Indian Muse¬ 
um, Calcutta. 
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2 
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4 
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13 

M&nbhum... 

Telkupi 

Temples 

Close to the temple is a tank, known as the GMt 
Bandki, TaMo; it was evidently attached to the 
temple. Its name is said to have been derived from 
the existence of a stone gMt, which has been found 
by digging, but is at present buried. A fair, last¬ 
ing one day during the month of Chait, is annually 
held here. The temple stands on the crest of high 
undulating ground. The place is known as Jhinjni 
P&biri. The temple faces west. On the entrance 
is a human head sculptured on the architrave: the 
head has matted locks, and is apparently intended 
for Siva. 

From the evident simplicity of the mouldings and 
the occurrence of the triangular overlapping opening 
in front, which, however necessary constructively in 
brick buildings^ is not a necessity here, and from 
this opening being designed in accordance with the 
proportions that held in brick temples, it is inferred 
that this temple is one of the oldest found in Maga- 
dha (supposing Magadha to have extended to 
the Damuclar river southwards). The district, of 
whiph Katras is, or was, the capital, is known, in 
Muhammadan history, as Jharkhand, which appears 
to have been derived from Jharia garb; but as 
Jhariagarh is traditionally said to have risen into 
importance after the decay of Katras, or rather as 
its rise is said to have caused the decay of Katras, 
it is inferred that the temple here must date to a 
period long anterior to the Muhammadan conquest. 
About eight miles west of Katras is a temple at 
Dumra. 

Two miles south of Katras are two small and appar¬ 
ently modern temples, one dated in Samvat 1904, 
18th Vaiyakh: the village is called Malkara. 

About eight miles south by a little west from Katras, 
on the right bank of the Damudar river, are the 
ruins of a large religious establishment. The place 
is now utterly deserted, the nearest village being 
two miles off: the ruins are known as the ruins 
of Checkgaongarh. 

This is a group of 13 temples. They are all of stone, 
cut with great care in large blocks, and set dry with 
very fine joints without the use of mortar. The 
sculpture was executed after the stones were in 
position It is plain and bold. All the openings, 
if small, are slabbed over, the larger ones being 
covered with corbelling out or overlapping courses 
of masonry. The domes are all constructed on 
this principle. There is only one true arch in the 
building which belongs to a later date and was 
built to separate the temples. The buildings 
appear to belong to the early post-Muhammadan 
period, and this is borne out by the discovery in 
one of the temples of two isolated characters of the 
10th century A.D. The temples are both Yaishnav 
and Saivite; statues of Ganesa, the Lirigam, and 
Vishnu in his various forms, being distributed about 
equally. 
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— 

7 
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Remarks. 


In the custody of the Raja, of 
Pachet. Worship goes on. 


Decaying 


iifi 


See pages 169 to 178 of Vol. 
VIII of the Archaeological 
Surrey Reports. 

Also page 299 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Account of the Man- 
Ihfim district. 

There are several photos rela¬ 
ting to this group of temples 
in the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta. 
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History or tradition regarding the monument. 


14 


Minbhiim. 


15 


Ditto 


16 Ditto 


Dalrni, on the 
Subarnarekha 


river. 


Fort ruins, 


Pfilmd 


Deoli 


Temple ruins 


Jain temples 


The ruins of these temples are the most extensive 
in the whole district. The river has gradually 
been encroaching on the high bank on which the 
ruins stand, and temple after temple has fallen 
down. Huge blocks of stone, fragments of idols, 
carved ornaments in stone,—all lie heaped up pro- 
misouously in the bed of the D&mudar and their 
traces are being gradually obliterated by accumula¬ 
tions of sand. 

Telkupi is traditionally said to be so named from the 
circumstance that Rdj& Vikramaditya used to come 
here to rub oil (tel) on his body previous £o bathing 
in the Chhoti Pokhar at Dalmi. 

There are the remains of p; fort, the grass-grown 
mounds of many temples, arid one brick temple that 
is still standing on a hillook. The bricks are set in 
mud and ornamented with plain lines of mould¬ 
ings out in the brick. The roof is a semi-oircular 
arch of bricks 14* x 10* set edge to edge. Besides 
numerous other soulptures there is an insoribed 
figure of Aditya which is in fair order and a repre¬ 
sentative example of smaller post-Muhammadan 
brick temples of this district. There is also a figure 
of a ten-armed Devi. Being of small size, in fair 
order, and a type of the smaller brick temples of 
the district, it well deserves conservation, and would 
serve to house the numerous exquisitely carved 
sculptures which lie scattered over a space of about 
two square miles, exposed to the weather under 
village trees and on mounds. The choicer ones 
may be removed with advantage to the Indian 
Museum. There is also a fine tank, within which 
stands a stone chhattri , which also well deserves 
preservation, though the work can be economically 
taken in hand only in a season of unusual drought. 
The fort needs no conservation, but would yield 
bricks with which to repair the temple. 

Palm& is situated on the Kasai within a few miles of 
Purulifi. The ruins of the principal temple are on 
a mound covered with stone and brick, the debris 
of buildings. In different places are sculptures 
of perfectly nude male figures, standing on pedes¬ 
tals and under canopies, with Egyptian head¬ 
dresses, the arms hanging down straight by their 
sides, the hands turned in and touching the body 
near the knees. 

Deoli is situated about two miles north-east of 
Sufuran. There is here a group of temples standing 
under a sxiperb karan tree. The temples appear to 
have been Jain, as in the sanctums of the largest 
still exists, in situ , a fine Jain figure, now known 
as Arnandfch, and to which offerings are made and 
pilgrimages performed by Brahmans and other 
Hindus of the neighbourhood; the deity is especial¬ 
ly invoked by females wishing to have children, and 
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Present state of preservation 
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Remarks. 

1V 

€ 


7 

8 

9 


Broken and fallen down 


iii 


Unknown 


Ditto 


In ruins 


Ditto 


in 


See pages 186-188 of Vol. VIII 
of tho Archaeological Survey 
Reports, and for plan of 
temple, see Plate VI and for 
cross-section, soe Plate XVII 
of the same volume. 

Also pages 302-4 of Hunter's 
Statistical Aeoount of tho 
M/mbhum district. 

There is a photo of the temple 
in the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta. 


m 


See pages 298-299 of Hunter's 
Statistical Account of the 
Maubhura district. 


See pages 189-190 of Vol VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 


b b b a 2 





































(4) MANBHU'M 


No. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

« 





offerings are chiefly made to it by them, the condi¬ 
tion of the success of their prayers being that the 
woman is to visit the spot and creep into the sanc¬ 
tum to make her offerings alone at night. The 
temple was once a very fine and large one, and 
had four subordinate temples near the four comers, 
of which two still exist. 




J ora Pokhar 

tanks. 

Five hundred feet off are two tanks, touching each 
other, known as the Jortf-Pokhar. 

17 

MYmbhum... 

Suissa 

Statues of Siva 

The statues here consist principally of Manas£, a 
naked Jain figure with snake symbol, two statues of 
S'iva, a 4-armed Vishnu, P&rvati, M6y& Devi. 

18 

Ditto ... 

Banda 

Temple 

This is a stone temple in plan resembling those at 
Bar&kur. Whereas those consist of a single cell which 
once had a mandapa in front, now wrongly arranged 
as a long pillared hall, the front of this temple 
has three tiers of openings, the lowest forming the 
entrance of the sanctum. Tlie chamber is oovered 
with a flat roof. Over this a smaller opening leads 
into a chamber above and so on to the upper or 
third story of the temple. Examples, of temples 
with three tiers of openings are somewhat rare. 

19 

Ditto 

Borfim 

Temple ruins 

Twelve miles west, by a little north from Purulifi, 
on the right bank of the Kasai or Kansai river, is 
the small village and the ruins of Bor3m. The 
ruins are on a knoll at the edge of the river; 
approaching them, after crossing the river from the 
north, the first ruin is a low mound; on this lies a 
flat slab with round ends inscribed with ^ The 

characters may belong to the ninth or tenth century; 
the mound is evidently the site of a temple of brick, 
faced with stone; there are a few other low small 
mounds of no special interest. 





Of the remains that still stand more or less dilapi¬ 
dated, the first, beginning from the south end, is a 
large flat-topped temple of brick. It faces east, and 
stands on a mound 11 or 12 feet high, which evi¬ 
dently formed the basement on which the temple 
stood. The bricks are 18 inches x 12 inches x 2| 
inches and 9 inches x 12 inohes x 2$ inches, set 
close without mortar, but with mud cement. 


i 



The ornamentation, externally, consists of tiers and 
rows of niches cut on the face and sides and back- 
walls of the tower. As at Buddha Gayd, there is 
not, and does not appear to have been, any plaster 
coating to the temple, as the bricks are all carefully 
cut and smoothed. The temple faces east; the 
entrance is of the usual pattern, a rectangle sur¬ 
mounted by a tall triangular opening of overlap¬ 
ping courses of bricks. The temple consists, and 
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Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Unknown 

t Si?:• : S : ‘ ;$5S ;■’ • ■. 

In ruins 

iii 

Soo pages 190-191 of Yol. YIII 
of the Arohoeologioal Survey 
Reports. 

There is a photo of the sculp¬ 
tures in the Indian Museum, 
Oaloutta. 

R&jd of Paohet. Worship goes 
on. 

Decaying 

m 

See pages .168-169 of Yol. YIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 

There is a photo of it in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

Unknown 

In broken state 

iii 

i 

i 

Seepages 184-186 of Vol. VIH 
of the Arohroologioal Survey 
Reports. 

Also pages 299-300 of Hun¬ 
ter’s Statistical Account of 
the Mhnbhum district. 
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History or tradition regarding the monument. 


appears to have always consisted, of no more than a 
single cell, 11 feet 8 inches square. There is con¬ 
sequently no division of the entrance opening into 
a door proper and an illuminating window. The 
figure within is a four-armed female seated on a 
lion whioh therefore is presumed to represent 
Pdrvatl. 

Near this temple lie the ruins of a stone temple. _ This 
was built of stone out carefully and set without 
mortar throughout; the stone used was a fine close- 
grained sandstone: the mouldings are plain but 
not bold. 

Close to it is the top-lintel of an entrance, with a 
groove in its underfaoe, extending almost the whole 
length of the stone. The entrance to which it be¬ 
longed must have been 3 feet 3 inches wide. 
There is space for the figure of the object of worship 
in the centre of the architrave; but the figure, 
if any existed, has long ago been worn away by 
labourers sharpening their field implements. One 
of the sideposts of the door or entrance is still 
standing close to the architrave, and apparently 
in its original position. On it is sculptured 
the figure o behind, and to its west lie th9 ruins 
of a large stone temple. This temple, therefore, 
also faced east and consisted, like the one described, 
of a single cell, surmounted by a tower roof. Judg¬ 
ing from the remains, the sculpture or rather the 
mouldings of the temple were shallow. 

To the north of the first brick temple is a smaller one 
resembling it. The carving and mouldings are bere 
more elaborate. The temple is now plastered and 
whitewashed, hut the plaster is considered to be a 
later, and probably a very recent, addition. ThiB 
inference is drawn from the oircumstanoe that the 
ornamentation executed in the plaster coat does 
not in all parts correspond to the ornamentation 
cut in the brick below. This last is plainer, but 
holder, and therefore of an earlier age. There is, 
however, no lack of delicate and minute sculpture, 
although not so profuse or elaborate as in the 
plaster coating. An instance of the discrepancy 
between the sculpture on the brick-face and on the 

S faster coat is to be seen in a row of lotus, &o., 
owers. In the brick, the centre of thesoroll work, 
is a fine, delicately-executed eight-leaved lotus, 
while in the plaster coating the lotus is replaced by 
a tulip-shaped flower. In front of the remains of 
the sanctum stand the lower stumps of a number 
of pillars of plain pattern. These were evidently the 
supports of the roof of the Mahdmandapa, which 
once existed. But though a Mahdmandapa existed, 
it is clear, from the facade of the sanctum, that 
the temple as originally built consisted solely of 
the cell, the Mahdmandapa having been subsequent¬ 
ly added. This view is rendered almost certain 
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History or tradition regarding the monument* 


by the circumstance that the stumps of the pillars 
show that they were taken from other stone tem¬ 
ples, of which several once existed, and which have 
left, as proofs of their existence, a number of 
mounds. 


Near this, to the north of the second ruined stone 
temple, and in line with it and with the first brick 
temple, is the ruin of another stone temple. The 
material and ornamentation are similar to those in 
the other temple. The cell exists entire and is 8| 
feet square. So much of its entrance as still exists 
shows it to have been of the usual type of a rec¬ 
tangle, surmounted hy a triangle, the diminution 
being effected by overlapping the courses of stones. 


To the east of the second brick temple is a figure of 
P&rvati, four-armed, with a small figure of (xanesa 
to its right, and a female figure to its loft, it is 
half buried. In execution and style it resembles the 
soulptures at Dalmi, and may therefore be ascribed 
to the same age. It formed the object of worship 
in a small temple, which faced north, and of which 
the low mound, in which the statue is buried, is all 
that now remains. 

To the oast of this are the ruins of a small brick 
temple whiok faced north. The other brick temples 
face east. There is in the ruins and still in situ a 
life-size sculpture of the eight-armed Durga slaying 
the MahisMsur. This is the finest piece of sculpture 
in the place. It fully equals in ©very respect the 
similar sculpture at Dalmi, and is a close approach 
to the sculptures at Lak^hmisaraL It is in excellent 
preservation. Its age is considered to he the same 
as that of the Dalmi sculptures. It is in better 
preservation than the sister sculpture at Dalmi. 

There are a few other mounds of no special interest. 
The last brick temple, to the north-west of all others, 
resembles them, but is plainer. It was plastered 
and the ornamentation on the plaster is profuse and 
elaborate. The plaster, however, is clearly an after 
addition. The temple was Saivio, as evidenced by a 
lingam and argka in the sanctum. 

All the temples here, without exception, appear to 
have been Saivio. There is Vaishnavic or other 
sculpture at all in the whole place. There must, 
therefore, have been a large and rich, and probably 
intolerant, STaivio establiskhment here. 

Four miles south-east of this place, and some distance 
from the Kasai river, is the village of Arsi Ka- 
randi, which is said to possess ruins of temples. 
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20 


21 


22 


23 


Manbhum... 


Ditto •». 


Ditto .«»i 


Ditto ... 


Pakbirra 


Ditto 


24 


Ditto 


25 


Ditto ... 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Statue 


Jain temple 


Temple 


Ditto 


Buddhapur 


Para 


Temple of 
Buddhelvar. 


Temple of Dur- 


This village is 20 miles north-east of Bara Bazar 
and a mile oast of Ponoha. The site is thickly 
strewn with sculptures and Sati monuments—Brih- 
manical, Buddhist and Jain, including a colossal 
nude male figure, 7\ feet high, evidently belong¬ 
ing to the Jain sect, from the faot of its being per¬ 
fectly naked. 

This is the principal temple and belongs to the 7th 
century A. D. It is a Jain structure of unusually 
large dimensions. The workmanship is necessarily 
coarse as the material used is a coarse-grained, grey 
sandstone. The ornamentation is plain, consisting 
merely of a few straight mouldings. The temple 
contains a figure of the Jain hierarch ArnanAth, 
surrounded by six other naked figures. 

This is a Brahmanioal temple of the 9th century A.D. 
and faces east. It is built of brick with over¬ 
lapping oourses, and is remarkably plain, the only 
ornamental portions being at the comers. The 
bricks are all set in mud. 

This temple is built of stone. It is much ruined 
behind the facade. In general design it resembles 
and is typical of several other stone temples here, 
being celled and pyramidal. It belongs to about 
the same period as the foregoing brick temple. All 
the stone temples here are built of sandstone care¬ 
fully out and set dry. The workmanship is plain 
but good. 

Buddhapur is a small village about 7 miles south of 
Pakbirra. Here are numerous anoient remains, 
the principal of whioh is a large temple with its 
full complement of mandapas, &o., but without the 
original sanctum, in place of which a modern brick 
and plaster erection enshrines the objeot ot worship 
a huge lingam. This lingam is known as Buddh- 
esvar, and the people of trie place oonsider it so holy 
and so well known, as to compare it with the 
GadAdliar of Gay A They say Gadidhar at Gay 4 
and Buddhesivar at Buddhapur are both equally 
holy and equally well known. 

In plan the temple resembles other temples of the 
kind, with some petty variations, the principal of 
which is that at the two Bides of the entrance into 
the antarala are two recesses, like the recesses at the 
sides of the westernmost temple at Barakar. 

Situated on the east of the village. It is a note¬ 
worthy example of early Hindu architecture about 
the third century A. D. It is built ou the kpes of 
the great temple of Koneh near Buddha-Gaji •*, the 
only difference being that the Para temple has 
hut one roof and is open all the way up the 
vaulted interior of its tower, whereas the temples 
both at Konch and Bodh-Gaya have inner false 
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Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

T&lukdur 

Decaying 

iib 

Seepages 193 to 195 of Yol. 
VIII of the Arohreologioal 
Surrey Reports. 

There is a photo of these sculp¬ 
tures in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta, 

Ditto 

Ditto ••• .*• 

! ' j 

iiS 

f 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ••• ••• 

Ditto «#• **• 

iiJ 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto 

)(•’, 

Ditto 

iift 

For specimen of basement 
mouldings, see Plate IV of 
Yol. VIII of the Archaeolo¬ 
gical Survey Reports and for 
narrative account, see page 
194 of the same volume. 

There is a photo of this temple 
in the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta. 

In custody of Sibu and Dhurm 

In broken state ... ... 

ii& 


Do. 




In custody of Pti juris 

In tolerably good condition. 
Latterly a basement was con¬ 
structed round the temple to 
strengthen the structure. 

i b 

See pages 164 to 166 of Yol. 
VIII of the Archseological 
Survey Reports. 

There is a photo of this temple 
in the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta. 
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26 


M dnlMm. 


27 


28 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 




Bijak Pahar near 
Gone! wa, 


Khelai Ohandi 
Hill, 6 miles 
Bouth of Paohet. 


Temple 

Lakshmi 


of 


Dock inscrip¬ 
tions. 


Temple of Khe- 
lai Cbandi 
Devi* 


roofs dividing the rectangular basement portion 
of the building from the pyramidal or tapering 
upper portion. The building has Unfortunately 
been plastered or lime washed in modern times, but 
much of the beautiful brick carving is still visible. 
The bricks used are 17* x 1 l r % and all set in mud. 
The temple oontains an image of the goddess with 
.10 arms. 

Situated also in the east of the village. It was con¬ 
structed of sandstone carefully dressed and set dry 
without any mortar. It dates from 6th century 
AJD. and is pre-Muhammadan in style. The base¬ 
ment was originally ornamented by a profusion 
of running mouldings and floral and geometrical 
sculptures in relief, but owing to the softness and 
friability of the sandstone, the carvings are badly 
weatherworn. The statue of Lakshmi is very fine, 
Two elephants are represented holding garlands 
over her head. It was repaired in the time of 
M&n Singh, Akhbaris General. There was an 
inscription in the temple which has disappeared. 

The inscriptions are four in number, two in the curi¬ 
ous shell character, and two in a transition form of 
ITriya, These last must be ascribed to some time 
near the reign of Bajd Mukunda Deva of Orissa who 
at one time held Hughli. Tradition ascribes the 
inscriptions to a Yaneehara, and it is so far correct 
that the long inscription in the transition characters 
reads “Lakshmana prathama Yaneehara. - ” 

These inscriptions are ascribed to the reign of 
Sas&ngka, and the form of the characters is certain¬ 
ly as old as the sixth century A. D. 

A fair is held here annually on the full moon of 
the month of Paush, and many people assemble. 
The object of worship is a local goddess named 
Khelai Ohandi Devi, who is supposed to live on the 
hills, but to bo invisible. She is said to be eight¬ 
armed. At midnight she descends the hill, goes to 
the sacred tank, washes herself, and returns. lienee 
nothing impure is thrown into it, nor do the people 
presume to bathe in it themselves. Yows are made. 
The suppliant vows to dig up with his hands 
(without any tools) a certain quantity of earth from 
the bed of the tank and carry it up beyond the 
tank embankment on his head, in case his (or her) 
wish is fulfilled; and on the mdla day thousands 
may be seen with tiny baskets scraping up mud 
from the bed of the tank and oarrying it up the 
embankment. A small modern temple stands at 
the foot of the hill near the tank. It enshrines a 
white stone sculpture with hands folded in the 
attitude of prayer. Two lions are sculptured on the 
pedestal. There are no inscriptions. The temple 
faces the hill. This statue is worshipped in place 
of the invisible goddess Khelai Chanrli. 
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DISTRICT— continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

(i . 

6 

7 

8 

1 9 


Not in good condition 

||||; 

iii 

See pages 163-164 of Vol. VIII 


Talukd^r of Boro 


of the Aroheeologioal Survey 
Reports, and for plan of the 
temple, see Plate VI and for 
sketch of pillar see Plate XII 
of the above volume. 

There is a photo of the temple 
in the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta. 


m 


In good condition ... 


See pages 192493 of Vol. VIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 


ii/> 


Seepage 182 of Vol fill of 
the Archaeological Survey 
Reports. 
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(4) MANBHMU 


No. 


District* 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


29 


30 


Mdnbhdm... 


Ditto 


Chharrd, near 
Purulid. 


Pandra 


Temples 


Ditto 


There are some ruins of old temples here. There 
were seven originally, hut only two temples, par* 
tially ruined, still exist. The stones of numerous 
others are to be seen in use in the huts of the 
village. Some of the temples were Jain or Bud¬ 
dhist, as numerous votive chaityas with mutilated 
figures, either of Buddha or of one of the Jain 
hierarchs, lie in the village. But it appears from 
the remains of sculptures lying about, that the 
greater number were Br&hrnanioal, and principally 
vaishnavic. The only tradition regarding them, is 
that they and some large tanks in the vicinity were 
constructed by the Sravaks, here called Saraks. 

Pandra is situated about 9 miles west of Barfikar. 
Here there are several temples, all in a group, on a 
high revetted mound enclosed by a low wall. The 
principal temple is clearly a modern restoration of 
an older temple, but there are other small single-cell 
temples, which have not undergone much altera¬ 
tion, though all have received attention and are kept 
in repair. The place was evidently one of impor¬ 
tance in ancient times, and the great terrace on 
which the temples are built, and the positions of 
the two existing smaller temples, show that a 
large temple stood here surrounded by numerous 
smaller ones. The temples are interesting on 
account the curious moulding, and the enclosure 
wall appears to be, in parts, of its original form. 


(5) SINGHBHUM 


mi. 



(6) TRIBUTARY STATUS, 


(2.) Chang Bkakar 
None. 

(3.) Qangpur 
None. 

(4.) Jmkpur 
None. 

(5.) Kharsaitan 
None. 

(6.) Korea 
None. 

(7.) Seraiheh 
None. 
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DISTRICT— concluded. 


Custody or present use. 


Unknown 


Zemindar of Pandra. Worship 
goes on. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi¬ 

cation. 


Remarks. 


Decaying 


In good order 


m 


iiS 


See page 182 of Yol. YHI of 
the Arohseologioal Survey 
Reports. 


DISTRICT. 


OHOTA NAGPUR. 


. 

' l! ,K« 

i«i 
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(6) TRIBUTARY STATES, 


No* 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 


81 


Sirguja .. 


Rfimgarh 


Hattiphor tun¬ 
nel (cave). 


82 Ditto .. ♦ Do 


83 


Ditto 


Popraul 


Sftfi, Bangira 
care. 


Temples 


(8) Sirguja State . 

Probably a natural fissure through 'which a small 
rivulet has worn a passage. The tunnel is 450 feet 
long with a maximum and minimum diameter of 
55 feet and 16 feet respectively, and a maximum 
height of 108 feet. This tunnel is noticed in the 
Eainayana Book II, canto. LIV 

“ And see the foaming torrent ravo, 

Impetuous from the mountain cave.*’ (Griffith, Yet. 
II, page 206 ). 

and in canto. XCYII: 

u Thus Hama showed his love the rill, 

Whose waters ran beneath the hill/ 1 Vol. XL page 3811 
Book IL ' J 

as well as the cave of SM in Book IT, canto XOVI: 

“ Does this fair care beneath the height, 

Videhan lady, charm thy sight P " {Vol. II, page 382). 

It is also noticed by the poet Kali IMsa in the 
Moghaduta as well as in the Raghuvamsa. 


A large cavern high up in the rocks, 45 feet deep and 
six high at the entrance. It is surrounded inside 
by a projection cut in the rock which may have 
served as seats after the manner of Egyptian 
temples. The oave is approached from below by 
semi-ciroular steps and contains numerous Brah- 
manical sculptures, one of which is inscribed. The 
entrance of the oave is inscribed on the right jamb 
with au A^oka reoord in two lines, and on the left 
jamb with an inscription in Deva Ndgari character. 
There is also an isolated character of the As'oka 
period inside the cave showing that it was in use 
during the third oentury (B.O.j, and probably 
the other caves here also date from the same period. 

There are the remains of two, perhaps of more, temples 
here, and of several old tanks. 



















































CHOTA NAGPUR— continued. 


- Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi¬ 

cation. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 




See pages 41-45 of Vol. XIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports, and tor plan of 
tunnel, see Plate X of the 
same volume. 

There is a photo of the tunnel 
in the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta. 

*• * 



See pages 41-45 of Vol. XIII 
of the Archaeological Survey 
Reports, and for plan of the 
cave, see Plate X of tho same 
volume. 

Also pages 236-239 of Hunter** 
Statistical Account of these 
Tributary States (VoLXVII). 

There is a photo of the cave in 
the Indian Museum, Oaloutta. 

Unknown 

In ruins. No attempt at restora¬ 
tion necessary, but tho temple 
is undoubtedly worthy of per¬ 
manent record, and if Govern¬ 
ment undertakes a systematic 
and thorough record of all in¬ 
teresting objects of antiquity 
in this remote province, draw¬ 
ings and photographs of the 
remains of the one old temple 
which is still standing should 
be made. Meanwhile it might 
be kept dear of jungle and trees 
which are destroying it. 

Rs. 

Drawings and photograph 75 
Jungle-cutting for ten years 25 

iii 
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(6) TRIBUTARY STATES, 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding tlie monument. 

1. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

34 

Sirguja 

J obft • • • 

Port ruins ... 

This fort is on the northern frontier of the State. It 
stands on a rocky shoulder of a hill and commands 
a deep gorge overgrown with jungle. 

•35 

Ditto 

Taptftpatii 

Springs 

Taptapaniis in the northern part of the Sirguja State. 
Thera is a group of mineral springs hero from 
which it derives its name Taptapani, which literally 
means hot water. The springs bubble up in the 
midst of small streams of running water, and the 
highest temperature observed is 184° Fahrenheit. 

The hot sulphur springs attract numbers of pilgrims 
and sick, and the plaoe was once of some import¬ 
ance, as is testified by numerous soulptures, dating 
probably from the third century, and by temples 
dating from the seventeenth century. 

36 

Ditto ... 

Chitra Likhai 

Hill, near the 
B&ghlota river 
in Oh&ndni. 

Book inscrip¬ 
tion. 

This inscription appears a very important ono, and, 
as it is only in'red paint, its speedy reoord is very 
desirable. 

37 

Ditto 

Viarfimpur 

Temple 

The temple in the city is said to contain the original 
shrine of the Muni Sutikshna mentioned in the 
R£m6yana. 





(9) Udayapur State. 

38 

Udayapur... 

Blmhpur 

Port rains ... 

* 

This is said to have been the Asram of one of the 
famous Rishis of the Ramayana. It was the old 
castle of the Rdjds of Udayapur. It is built in an 
almost impregnable position at a height of about 
160 feet above the stream. 

39 

40 

41 

42 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Kapu 

Bandhanpur ♦*. 
Banjiamba 

Ponri 

: ■■ ; 

| Temples ... 

1. 

The temples date probably from about the ninth cen¬ 
tury. Drawings and photographs are needed. 
These places are on the site of what is known as 
the Panob&psaras lake in the R&mayana, or, the 
lake of the five heavenly female dancers. One of 
the temples is repairable, but it is not worth atten¬ 
tion owing to its small size and want of any special 
architectural features. 
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OHOTA 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi- 

oation. 

Pkmauks. 

6 

7 . 

8 

9 

Unknown 

In ruins ... ... 

iii 

See page 239 of Hunter’s Sta¬ 
tistical Aooount of these Tri¬ 
butary Spates (Yol. XVH). 



• ** 

See pages 228-229 of same 
volume. 

Unknown ... 

WeatheT worn 

iii 


Brahmans 

Temple kept in repair by the 

ib 


RSjS of Udayapur ... 

In ruins 

iii 


Unknown. 

In ruins 

iii 

i "i ' , 


E, J. H.—Ecg. No. 620J—500—5-2-86. 
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Geographical Index to Ancient Monument8 in Bengal. 
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District. 


Backergunge 

Balaaor© 


BMkur4 


Bhdgalpur 


Birbhum 


Bogra 


Village. 


Bibi Chini 

Koshba 

Balasoro 


Jellasore 


Kupari 

Sholampurf 

Asurgarh 

BakuUra 

Chatna 

Chhinpur 

Phar&pat •>< 

EkteSvar •* 

Karasur Garh 
Ivishangarh. 

JLokpur 
Nil tan gram 
Sonatapan 

Sv&insundar Garh ... 
Vishnu pur 


Amarpur 


Description of Monument. 


Page. 


Bamsi 

Bangaon 

Barari 

Bb&galpur 


Brindaban 

Oolgong 

Jelhur Hill 
J ungira 

Kail&s P&hdri 

Karangark 

Karma 

Khanjarpur 

Kherhi Hill 

Makhdumpur 

Mandar Hill 


Pdtharghdta 


Pipra .. 

Pipra Nath 
Pi rpainti 

SiihheSvar 

Sultanganj 

BakreSvar 

Dubrdjpur 

Nagor 

Belamla (in the Jai 
pu.r Government 
Estate). 

Dhar Makura 
Mah&stMn Garh 
R&ghabpur (in the 
Jaipur Government 
Estate). 


Bibi Chilli’s Mosque 
Mosque of Sabi Kh&n 
Mabr&tta Bridge ... 

Jdma Mosque 
Kadamrasul Mosque 
Fort ruins »«. 

Mosque 

Temple ... 

Fort ruins 
Ditto ... 

Temple of Siddhesvara ... 

Temples 

Temple 

Do . of Sy&m Chand 
Do. 

Fort ruins ... 

Ditto ... 4 

Tomb of Ismael Ghazi ... 

Fort ruins ... 

SalivAhan’s temple 
Fort ruins 
Temples ... 

Jor Bdngla Templo 
Malles var do. 

Eds Maficha do. ... 

Fort ruins .*. 

Tombs 

Temple 

Sikargarh (Fort) 

Caves 

Mosques 

Mausoleum of Ibrahim Hussein 

Mosques 

Jain Temples ... 

Sculptures ... 

Temple 

Tomb of flazi Karman ... 

Do. Shah Kewbari Sdbeb 
Temple 

.Rock sculptures 
Temple of Jnhnumuni ... 
Bock sculpture 
Fort ruins ... **• 

Sikargarh (fort) ... 

Mosque of Rahman ill 
Fort ruins 

Mosque of Jadul Khdn ... 
AkA£a GaftgA tank 
Papahari^i tank 
Jain Temple ... 

Temples ... 

BateSvar Cave 
Bock sculpture ... 

Statue of virdhl 
Temple 

Do. ... 

Do. 

Tomb of Pir Syud Shah Kamal 
Do. ... 

Temple 

Monasteries and stupa ... 

Mosque 

Temples of Shva 
Do. ... 

Fort ruins 

Dolmahcha temple ... 

Temples ... ... 

Tomb of Ghdzi Tarkun Shahid 
Fort mins ... 

Be mains of temples ... 


Kh&n 




M» 

... 


224 

326 

482 

482 

482 

481 
484 

482 
480 

20 

16 

20 

16 

20 

20 

20 

20 

22 

20 

18 

20 

14 

16 

16 

16 

428 

428 

428 

426 

422 

422 

422 

422 

422 

426 

428 

426 

428 

426 

422 

420 

428 

424 

426 

422 

426 

426 

428 

428 

428 

428 

424 

422 

424 

424 

426 

426 

424 

424 

426 

420 

420 

14 

10 & 12 
14 

190 

190 

186 

186 

193 






















Tomb of G hazi Tarkun Shahid 
lank 


Sherpur 

Sikola (in the Jaipur 
Government Estate), 
Virat (ditto) 
Baddipur 
Barakar 
Bhalki 
Burdwan 


Bogrd— conoid. 


Palace of Virat 
Temple 
Temples 
Tomb 

Jdmd mosque 

Tomb of Bahrain Sakkd ... 

,, of IC haj a A n w ar S h ahid 
„ of Kutab-uddin ... 

,, of Slier Afghan 


Burdwan 


Chnrulia 

Devistlian 

Garb 

Garoni 

Gaurahgapur 

Guptipara 

Kdind 


Temple ,... 

Temple of Echai Ghose 

Temples 

Mosque 

Do, and tomb of Majlis Saheb 

Temples 

Tomb 

Temple of Kalyanesvarl 
Temples 


Kalyanesvarl Hill 

Nawabhat 

Pdndavosvar 

Armenian Street ... 
Mission How 
Council House Street 
Amrdtola Street ... 

Portuguese Church 
Street. 

Maid/in 

Gk P. O. compound 
Upper Chitpur road 
Button Sircar’s Lane 
Upper Circular Koad 
Chitpur 

Colootollnh Street... 
Upper Circular Bond 
Sealdah 

Upper Circular Bead 
(near Sealdah Sta¬ 
tion). 

Lower Chitpur Hoad 

Nimtald 

Sealdah 

Lower Chitpur Road 
Upper Circular Boad 
(near Sealdah Sta-) 
tion). 


Calcutta 


Armenian Church of St. Nazareth 
English, Old (or Mission) Church 


„ St. John’s Church 

Greek Church of the Transfiguration of Our 
Blessed Redeemer on Mount Tabor. 

Roman Catholic Cathedral of the Virgin Mary of 
_ Rosary. 


New Fort William 

Remains of Old Fort William 

Haidar Shah’s Mausoleum 

Ahl-i-Hadi’s mosque 

Bibi Jitan’s Mosque 

Bhonsri Shah’s mosque and tomb 

Hafiz Hatim’s do. 

Hard Khan's do. 

Kitabuddin Sarkdr’s mosque 


Nakhoda's mosque 
Nim+ala do, 

Sealdah do. 

Sendurydpatii mosque 


Shaikh G hausi’s mosque 


Dharramtala Street 
Nimtald Ghd$ 
Damndhdtd Stroofc... 
Bow Bazar „ ... 

Cornwallis Street ... 
Tipper Chitpur Road 
‘Kendcrdine s Lane... 
Clive Street 
Upper Circular Road 


Tipn Sultan’s do. 
Temple of Anandamayi 

,, of Jngancath 

„ of Kdll % 

„ of Siddhe^varl 

>♦ cf ^ j> 
Temples of Stfva 
Tomb of Juma Pir 
„ of Mdnik Pir 
„ of Mania Ali 
„ of Rajah Ali 


Lower Circular Road 
Hastings 
K&sturid 
Kcsariya 

Lauriya Arardj 

„ Navandgarh* 

Rdmpurwd 

Sagardih 


Champdran 


The Lion pillar 
Ruins of tombs 
Asoka pillar 
Bridges 
Fort ruins 
Stupa 

Gayd Pokhar and Bauddha Pokhar tanks 

Tomb of Ghulam Huson Shah 

Fort ruins 

Fort ruins 

Isra tank 

Fort ruin 

Statues 




Sdrangarh 

Simraun 


SRdkumI 




District. 

Village. 


Description pf Monument. 

Page. 


I 

L 

2 


3 


4 
























District. 


Village. 


Description of Monument, 


Page. 


OK am para n — conoid . 


Chittagong 


Chittagong Hill Tracts 


Cuttack 


Dacca ... 


Sftakuod— conoid. 

ITnchidiU 

Vedivan 

Anderkilla 

Bag Hamza 

Chaumoham 

Chikundandi 

FutteKpur 

Hathazari 

Katgar 

Khadimpura 

Musojidda 

Eabmatganj 

Sit,4kand Hill 

Alikadam 

Matamori Valley . 
Myani Valley 

Alamgir Hill 
Baradihi Hill 
ChandeSvar 
Chandwar 
GhateeSvara 
Chhatid Hill 

Cuttack 

Deuly 

Jajpur 


Mah&rin&yaka Hill 

Naltigiri Hill 
Katnagiri Hill 
Sarangarh 
Tufculmul 
Udayagivi Hill 

Am in pur 

Dacca ... 


Goaldi 

H&bibpur 

HAjigahj 

MagkrapAra 


Mirkadim 

Munshigaiij 

N&ligafij 

Pannam 


Silas tank 
j Fort ruins ... 

Fort ruins ♦„ 

Jumxna mosque ... 

Iiamza Kktuds mosque ... 
Wali Kk&u'a 


Temple of Barabakunda . 
Mosque ... 

»> ... 

Kadam Mubarak mosaue 
Temple of S'ambhunatha 
Tanks 


Mosque of Takht-i-Sulaiman 
Fort rujps 

Pillar ... ... ... 

Pori ruins 
Temple of Siva 
Cave ... 

Am&ravati/er* 

BarabAfei H 

Temple of GokaruoSvar ... 

Mosipxe of Abu Nasir Khan 
Statue of Var&him 
Temple of AkhandaleSvar 
„ of Angcevar ... ... 

„ of Biraja ... ... ... 

„ of .lagann&th 

„ of Kali 

„ of Trilochancfvar 

♦, of Varahanath 

Teligarli fort 
Temple of Mahavenike^var 
Ruins of Buddhist temple ... 

Temples of Mahdkdlf 
Fort ruins 

Bridge ... ... ««• ... 

hums of Buddhist temple 

Residence 

P6gla bridge ... ... ... 

Tungi do. 

The great Katra (Caravanserai) 

The small Katra (Caravanserai) 

The chak , (market-place) 

Armenian Church of the .Holy Resurrection 
The Lalb&gh/or*' ... . f . 

Id gab of Mir Abdul Kassira 

Bibi Peri’s mausoleum 

Mosque and tomb of Haji Kahjeh Shahabag 

The 84t Gomal mosque ... 

Husscni Dalan palace 
Temple of Bhakesvarf ... 

Do . of Jayakall 
Do. of Siva 
Tomb of Colombo Saheb 

Tombs of Nawabs Hasarat-jang, SamsadwalA, 
Kamaradawala, G&ziuddin Hyder. 

Tomb of Shah Ali Saheb ... 

Do. in Shahbag Park 
A bdul Hamid’s Mosque ... 

Mosque 

Tomb of Pagla Saheb ... 

Fort 

Damdama Fort 
Mohamcd Yaeuf’s mosque 
Yasuffganj Mosque 
Tomb of Munna Shah Darvesh 
„ Shah Abdul A14 

Sheik Mohamcd Yasuf ... 

Vail all Bridge 
Fort 

Kadan Rasul Fort and Mosque 
DulAlpur Bridge ' 


383 
892 
884 
228 
230 
230 
228 
228 
228 
228 
228 
228 
230 
228 
230 
3S0 
230 

434 
468 
476 
464 
472 
470 
470 
464 
480 
472 
47 2 
476 
470 
476 
474 
474 
476 
474 
470 
470 
408 
470 
472 
478 
466 

216 
204 
204 
108 
398 
198 
200 
196 
198 
196 
198 & 200 
204 
196 
198 
200 
200 
202 
196 

204 
198 
216 
216 
214 
206 
210 
212 
214 
210 
212 
310 
218 
206 
206 
216 

























IT 


District* 


Paccar— concld. 


Dfirbh&figa 

Darjeeling 

Dkmjpur 


Faridpur 


Gay& 


Village. 


Description pi Monument. 


Pathorghatd 

Mjbari 

Bdmpdl 

Sadipur 

Sondkliapda 

Sonargaon 

Taltollah 

Biudras 


At&pur 


Afcrai 

Birampur 

Chanrlera 

Chehalghazi 

Darail 

Devikot 


Dhibar 

Ekdnla 

Gangar&mpur 


Gopfclgafij 


Gordglidt 

Gov ind an agar 

Hemtabad 

Jagadal 

Jogighopa 

Kaiitanagar 

Khyotlal 

ICiehak 

Kutivari 


Mahipur 

Meongab&ri 

Omaree 

Plvgafij 

Safcpdrdgarb 

Siiakund 

Vir&tgarh 

Vira-tpat 

Azampur 

Batkamari 

Ohueha 

Dhob&d&figa 

Xbabaslipur 

Mathurapur 

Mekchami 

Nalia Jamaipur 

Pathrail 

Afsand 

Bakror 
Bar&bar Hills 


Bela 

Blmraha 

Bishanpur Tandwa 
Brakmajoni Hill, *> 
Gay 4 City. J 

Buddha Gay4 


Mosque of Unwar 
Math (tower) 

B4b4 Adam’s tomb and mosque 
Garibulla’s Mosque 
Fort ruins ... 

Tombs of five plrs (saints) 

Tomb of Ghyasuddin Azam Shah 
Bridge 

Baja Bull’s fort 
None 

Palace (fort) of Ush&pal 
Temple of Haragauri 
Tomb of Mala Santosh 
G&rh Pigulai (fort) *•« 

Palace (fort) 

The Giant’s tomb . 


Doha! Diglu tank 
KAlaDfghf do . 

Tnpan Diglri do. 

Tomb of Pir Bahaudin ... ... 

Do. of Pir Havakhari ... 

Pillar 

Fort ruins ... ... ... 

Bangarh fort 

Mosque and tomb of Mulla Atta-uddin Shall 

Dhole Diglu tank 

To mb of Sultan Shah ... 

Mosque 

Temple of Pr4n Gopil ... 

Do. of Has Mohan ... 

The Giant's tomb 
Tomb of Ismail Ghazi ... 

Tempi* of Govinda 

Mosque and tomb of Pir Bazarruddin 

Residences of Secundar Shah and Mayarudra 

Temph of Mahddeva 

Temple of Kanta ... ... 

Palace (fort) of Tali Baj4 
Fort 

Alta DigM tank 
Gor Dighi do. 

Melan Dfulif do. 

Tomb of Pir Budal Dewdn 
Mahfpdl Dighi tank 
The B uddal pitlar 
Palace ( fort) 

Mahddeva fort 
Mogalankot do. 

Satparagarh do. ... ^ ... 

8it4kuvtHrt?el? ... * 

V irihgarh fort 

Palace (fort) of Vir&| Eaj4 

Mosque of Nasir Shaik ... 

Temple 

Dolmancha temple 
Temples of Blessab ... 

Do. of Madan Mohan 
Mosque 
Temple 

Do. of Bangsa Gop&l 
Do. of J ava Durga ... 

Mosque of Abda Khaiitlakar 
of Yaraha ... 

Temple 

Btlins of st6pa 

Karan Ohatipar cave ... 

Loma4 llishi do. 

do. 

Yisva Jhopi do. 

P&t&lganga spring 
Temple of SiddheSvara ... 

Statue of Half 
Temple of Kali 

... ... 

Statue of Buddha 
Temple of Brahmajoni ... 

Enins of ancient monastery 
Modern monastery (math)* ... 


Page. 


218 

218 

218 

214 

206 

208 

208 

220 

408 

178 

172 

172 

im 

170 

164 

164 

154 

166 

166 

166 

166 

166 

172 

166 

164 

166 

160 

164 

168 

168 

168 

.164 

166 

170 

164 

170 

172 

168 

172 

174 

172 

172 

T72 

172 

172 

166 

164 

170 

370 

.172 

172 

172 

174 

224 

224 

224 

224 

224 

224 

224 

224 

224 

224 

310 

310 

294 

316 

318 

318 

318 

316 

316 

328 

328 

834 

298 


290 

290 


i 
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District. 

Village 

i. 

Description of Monument. 

Page. 

1 


2 

3 

4 


Gaya— conoid , 


Buddha-Gaya- 
conoid. 


Ch eon 

Chill or 
Dapthu 

Dandnagar 

Deo 

Devakunda 

Dharawat 

Dharmmaranya 
Gaya City 


H&Karibagh 


Ghenjan 

Gunariya 

Hasanpur Kako ... 

Hasra 

Jam 

Kawa Doi Hill 

Kdw&Kol Hills ... 

Kispa 

Konch 

Kurkihar 

Lftt 

Manda Hills 
Mandaur 

Maftgala GauriT 
Hill, Gay£ City. } 

Mirapur Nadera ... 
Mora Hill 
Murhui 

Kagarjuni Hills ... 


Her 

Ongari 

Orel 

Pai Bigbd 
Pdli ... 

Parvati Hill 

Pretasila Hill, Gay4 
City. 

Pnnawd 

R&m6il& Hill, Gaya 
City. 

Seor Muhammad- 
abad. 

Shaharghafci 
Shamshern agar 
Siliari 
Sitamarbi 
TJraga 
Bishungarh 
Kullma Hill 
Ruuda 


A«oka railings (pillars) 

Pillars of BuddWs walk 
jBuddhokar Tal Umk) 

Remains of Temples 
Tho Great (Mah&bodhi) temple 
Temple of Tara Deri 
„ of V&geJvari Deri 
Cave on Paehar Hill 
Enins of a temple 
Fort ruins 
Temple of Krishna 
» of Surja 
Caravanserai 
Tomb of Ahmad KMu 
Suraj temple ... 

Remains of temple 
Remains of monasteries ... 
Ohandokharfai tank ... 

Rams of temples 
Sculptures’ at G&ifcrl Ghat 
Statue of indra 
Kumj Pitfi MaheSwar tank 
Akshayabata temple 

Birin chi Bhngwin „ 

Gad&clhar „ 

Gayanabh „ 

Gayesvarf Devi „ 

Krishna Dvarika „ 

Madluisudan Bhagw&n „ 
Mahadeva 

Naraaingha „ 

Parapita Mahc var „ 

Tho Suryn temple and tank 
Visbpu temple 
Vishpupada „ 

Statue of Buddha 

Ditto ... 

Tomb 

Statue of Buddha 
Ruins of a mosque 
Ruins ot temple ... 

Fort mins 

Statue of 8&kya Sbhha ... 

Temple of S'iva ... 

Statue of S'dkya Sirtiha 
Pillar 

RuinH of temples 

Fort . 

Temple of Janardan Bbagw&n 
„ of M aft gala Devi 
„ of Mdrbindai Mahddeva 
Tomb of Syad Ahinad Shah 
Cave ... ... 

Ruins of monasteries ... 

Gopi cave ... 

Vadathi-ka-kubha cave ... 
Vdpiyn-ka-kubha „ 

Temple 

Suraj Pokhar tank 
Temple of Ramnath Mahadeva 
„ ruins ... 

Remains of temples 
Ruins of monasteries and temples 
Tomb of Cltarnl Saudagar 
Protaiila temple 

Temple of Triloknath 
„ of" Sir & ... 

Sort ruins ... 

Statue ... 

Tomb of Shamsher Khan 

Temple 

Cave 

Remains of a temple 
Temples 

Bock inscriptions 
Fort ruins ... ... 


288 

290 

294 

290 

284 

290 

290 

888 

338 

336 

322 

m 

334 
334 
340 
832 
322 
322 
294 
282 
278 
282 
280 
282 
276 
282 
280 
280 
282 
278 
278 
280 
280 
278 
278 
326 
336 
324 
298 
312 
320 
312 
326 
330 
296 
324 
334 
314 
28 2 
282 
282 
314 
296 
336 
318 
330 
320 
328 
322 
296 
326 
328 
302 
306 
284 


284 

802 

336 


332 

300 

838 

646 

644 

642 


b 






















District. 


Village# 


Description o£ Monument* 


Page. 


3 



4 

Temples ... 


... 

540 

Jaiu temples 

... 

... 

546 

Temples 


»«* 

640 

Temples of Isanesvar ... 

... 

... 

48 

Do, of R&chunafh ... 

... 

... > 

48 

Portuguese Church of Our Lady of Happy 

44 

Voyage. 

Temple of Hamsesvari ... 



46 

Fort 



46 

Tomb of Shah Ismail Ghazi Gbani Lashkar 


48 

Armenian Church of St. John the Baptist 


44 

Dutch (now English) Chutch 


1 • * 

44 

Roman Catholic Chapel ... 

a a# 

*«« 

44 

Tower ... ... 

• •V 

taV . 

42 

Temple of Jagannath 



46 

Mosque 

••* 

ttt 

48 

Do. 


HI 

36 

Tomb cf Shah Safi-ud*din 


• It 

38 

Mosque of Sayyed Jamal-ud-din 

tat . 

HI 

48 

Tomb of Sayyed Fakhr-ud-din 


• »♦ 

48 

Roman Catholic Chapel ... 



44 

Tempi# toi Ma&adeVa 

,##t ' 

HI 

40 

Tomb of Zafar Khan Gbkzi 


It* 

40 

Temple of R&dhavallabka 

• ** 

... 

46 

Bhitargarh 

• at 


176 

Prithviskl-TKghf tank ... 

• a* 


176 

TlikkuranlBhitorgarh ... 



178 

Baikunthapiir Garb 

M. 

t a • 

178 

Temple of Siva 


Ht 

174 

Do. of PetM# Pori ... 

tt't 

ft# 

176 

Do. of Siva 


»H 

176 

Tomb of Bahrain Shah 

• ft* 


126 

Do. of Gharib Shah ... 

lt« 

III 

126 

Fort ruins 

emu 

»H 

138 

Falace 


Hi 

138 

Fort ruins .. . ... 

• • ♦ 


126 

Punya Garh (fort) 


• a • 

128 

Situram's residence 

y‘ ; (M . 

HI 

128 

Rtaa&gjar tank ... 


Ha 

128 

Sukh Sugar do. 

t* 4 


128 

SUardra’s treasure tank ... 

«•» 

It* 

128 

Temple of Balaram 

ol 

• •• 

136 

Dol Mandir temple 

.. 


128 

TempleoiKkYi 

Ilf 

• *• 

130 

ho, of Krishna 

• ft 

«ttf 

132 

Do . of Lakshml Harayan 

4»*t 

IH 

132 

'Do. of Riimohcaadra 



128 

Do. of Sira 


• at 

130 

Tomb of Bura Kh6n 



146 

Do. of Fatah Kli&n 



146 

Sath Gumbaz Mosque 


• It 

140 

Tomb of Khanja Ati 


tit 

142 

J Vo. of Pir ili 

«»• 

*#♦ 

142 

JN avaratana temple 


H • 

150 

Tank ... ... 



148 

Temple of Gobinda 


ta* 

148 

BaradvM 


• 

146 

Ten#ah mosque ... 



148 

Tombs 



146 & 148 

Mosque of Khanja ili ... 



144 

Temple of Gobinda 


m 

148 

Hone 


• • • 

194 

Fort ruins ... 

1* • 

*«» 

546 

Mausoleum of Peran Pir 


tat 

446 

Jdmd mosque 

•I* 

• at 

446 

, Fort ruins ... ... 

♦ t« 

91* 

434 

The Chamkatti mosque ... 

• It 

IH 

444 

The Chamkhan do. 

at* 

IH 

438 

The Paras Bfiri do. 

• •a 


438 

The Great; Golden do. ... 

tt* 


440 

The Gunman t do. 

• it 

1 •**.: 

438 

The Kadam Easul do. 

• tV 


438 

The Khojeki do. 


• H 

436 

Tbe Lattan do. ... 



444 

The Itijbibi do. 


• *• 

438 

Fillers 

|M 

• •• 

4*44 

Tho Groat Sugar Pighi tank 


M( 

436 

„ Small ditto do. 

Mt 

*•* 

430 

Tomb of Path Khan ... 

I* a 

Hi 

446 


i 


II h^kribagh —concl d, 
Hooghly 


J ftipaiguri 


JTtvsor* 


Khulna 


Knelt Bihir State 

Loh&rd&gk 

Mkldk 


Mahaudi Hill 
Pare£n&fch Hill 
Sktgawkn 
Baksa 

Bandel 

Binsbarik 

Bhdstdm 

Bitburgurfc 

Okinsura 


Hyatpur 
mhet 
Mkykpur 
PM ua 

S&tgaon 

SerainpoTO 

TkrakeSvar 

Triveni 

Vallabhapur 

Bhitargarh 

Bod£ 
Jalpaiguri 
J alpesh 
Purbadeber 

Jassore 

Mirzanagar 

Muhammadpur 


Amadi 

Bagcrlmt 

Damraii 

Gopdlpur 

Isvarlpur 


Masjidkar 

Paramanandakati .. 


Doisa 

Rigid 

Gaur 
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Tillage. 


Description of Monument. 


Page. 


i&kl&k'-concluded. 


MAubhtim 


MidnApore 


Monghyr 


Gftur— conoid, 

Mahudipur 

Old MaldA 
Feraah 


BAndA .« 

Bijali PAh&r 

Bor am 

Buddliapur 

Chharra 

Dalmi 

Deoli 

Katras 

Khelai Chamli Hill 
Pachet ... 

Pakbirra 


Palma 

Pandra 

Para 


Suissa 

Teikupi 

DAntua 


Deulbarh 

Gaganesyar 

Gopfvallabhpur 

Gurbeta 


Jaldya 

KAachanpnr 

Karipagarh 

Kosba 
May an A 
Naraydn Garb 
NAyagrara 

BAyapdrA 

Tamluk 

Tolkesiari 
UriyA Sai 

Hasanpu* 

Inpey 

Batihar 

KAwdKol Hills 
Lakskmisarai 

Monghyr 
Monkey Island 
Nauiakhagarh 
Nongark 


Tomb of Mukhdum Akhi Sirajuddin 
2>o. and mosque of Mukhdam Shall Jalal 
Tower of Firofc Shah 
The DhAn Chak mosque 
TheJAmA do. 

Tomb of Pir Nianmtulla Wali 
Mosques »•« ••• •** 

Towers ... .... ••• 

Bridge ... ... •** *»« 

Satasgark (fort) ... 

The A din ah mosque »«« ••• 

The Golden do. ... ... 

Mosque and tomb of Kutub Shah 
Bo. of Mukhclam Shah Jalal 
Tomb of jflA-ul-Hak ... ... 

The Eklakhi tomb ... ... «•< 

Tomb of Nur Kutb Alnm ... 

Bo. of Sikandar Shah 

Temple ... ... ... ••• 

Bock inscriptions 
Temple ruins ... ... 

Bo. of Buddhesvar ... Ml •** 

Temples ... ... »•* 

Fort ruins ... ... 

Jora P ok bar tanks ••• ... ... 

Jain temples... ... ... *.* 

DowAi temple 

of Khelai Chamli Devi 
Fort ... ... 

Statue ... ... ... ... 

Jain temple ... ... *'»< 

Temples ... ... ••• 

Temple mins... ... ~ 

Temples ... ... ... ... 

Temple of Durga 

Bo. of Lakshmi ... ... 

Staines of Siva 
Temples ... ... 

Bums of residences ... ... ... 

SalAftka tank 
Yidyddhar do. 

Temple of Synmaledvar ... ... ... 

Temple of KAmeAvar Ndth Siva 

The Karnmbora Fort 
Pillars... 

Temple of S'iva ... ... ... 

Fort ruins ... •« «♦-» 

Tanks ... ... •* 

Temples of KangeiSvar Siva and Sarvva Maflgalsi 
FoH ruins ... •*« 

Ditto ... *" 

Mosque ... 

Fort nuns ... w •*; 

Temples of Dandesvar and MahamayA 
Mosque ... ... ••• ••• 

MayanAGark (fort) ... ... 

Fort mins ... ... ... 

Fort of Chandra Reklia Sirtiha ... ... 

KhelAr Garb (fort) Ml 

Temple of 8iva ... ... ••• 

Bo. of BargabhfinA ... ... ••• 

Bo. of KrishpArjun ... *•* i" 

Mosque ... ... ••• 

Temple Ml 

Fort ruins ... 

Ditto •»* ... ••• 

Bums of stupa. 

Temple of Gaurh'abkar ... 

Temples 

Bums of stupa ... ... 

Tomb of Mukdom SAheb 
Fort 

Temple of Jnya Mafcgala... 

FoU rains 

Stupa ... ... 


444 

436 

440 

446 

446 

446 

462 

m 

448 

450 

448 

462 

448 

446 

462 
450 

463 
462 

666 

604 

666 

602 

666 

554 

656 

664 

550 

564 

648 

602 

602 

502 

664 

666 

602 

604 

660 

653 

28 

28 

28 

28 

34 

34 

24 

24 

28 

20 

26 

28 

34 

34 

32 

32 

34 

24 

26 

24 

23 
32 
3U 
30 
34 

24 

410 

418 

418 

412 

416 

412 

414 

410 

412 

418 

416 


















District. 

Village. 

Description of Monument. 

Page. 

I 

2 

3 

4 


Monghyr— concluded. 


Murshidabad 


MuzafEarpur 


Mymensingh 
hi ad id 


No&kbali 

Pabnl 

Palamau 


mn& 


Rajaona 

Rishikunda 

Sikandra 

Sikpura 

Simuria 

Singi Rikhi Hill 

Slt&kunda 

Balighata 

Baranagoro 

Ekana Ckandpdrd 

Katra 

Khar i or 

Kliosb bkgb 

Roshnib&gh 

Said&bdd 

Bakrabesarh 

Bosarh 


Pcokalli 

Hajipur 

Jauridih 

Lai 1 gunge 

Majorgimge 

Bitamarhi 

Subbegarh 


Goiyaripa 

Koshoregange 

Bamunpukur 

Ch&gdaha 

Dovagr&m 


Dignagar 
Durg&pur 
Gangacas i 
Krislmagar 
Ban ti pur 
Sivnivas 


ungh&$ 


Chech&ri 
J at>!a 
Paldmau 
Baibhar Hill 


Baikunfapur 

Bdhkiporo 

Baragaon 


Begampur 


Bhagw&nganj 

Bihar 


Gawror 

Ghosrawrtn 

Girivmja 

Giriyek 


Hill,) 


Pillars 
Hot sprint; 

Tomb of Shah Muauffar 
Mathokar tank 
Tomb 

Temple of Mahadeva Simuria 
Do. of Singi Rikhi 
Hotspring 
Mosque 

Temples of Siva 

Ruins of Mosque 

Tomb of Mursktid Kuli Khan 

Mosque ... 

Mausoleum of Aliverdi Kli&n 

Ditto ofBujft-uddm ... 

Armenian Church of the Holy Virgin Mary 
TAoVLfillar ... ... 

Ruins of stupa 
Fort 'ruins 
Gaftga Talao {tank) 

Gaya Pokhar ,, 

Pukhaim „ 

Bamanji’s temples and tank 

Tomb of Mir Abdul 

Temple of Rhuvane^vara ... 

Jami mosque 
Fort ruins 

j Residence ... ... 

Suke&var Nath temples 
SxtiVs and other temples ... 

Fort ruins ... ... .„ 

Tomb of Ghulam Mahmddin 
„ of Muhammad Jubar 

Fort ruins 

Temple of LaksM Nitrdynu 
Tort ruins (palace) 

Temple 
Fort ruins 
Kliirki tank ... 

Ruins of temples 
Temple of Siva 

„ of B&dhd Raman Jfew Vigraha 

„ of Hari Har 
The Raja's palace ... 

Temple of SVam Ch&nd 
„ of Mahadeva 

„ of Siva 

„ of Srf Mm Chandra 

None ... 

Do. 

The Tfrmoli Garb 

Fort ruins ... ... 

Ditto ... 

Pippali cam ... ... 

Son-bhandar cave 

Temple of Mahadeva ... ... 

Baradvari ... ... ... 

Gold (Granary) ... 

Monasteries ... ... ... 

Statue of a colossal Varahi 
Jain Temple of Santanath. 

Diehl Pokhar tank 
Indra Pokhar „ 

Pansokhar „ 

Siirajpokbar, „ 

Ruin 8 of stupa 
Fort 

Mosque of Habi Khin Sur 
Pillar ,. * ... 

Tomb of Makhdum Shah Ahom Charmposh 
of Makhdum Shah Sharafuddin 
of Qadir Qumesh ... 

Fort ruins ... 

M ««» .*• 

Girdhyaduar cava 

Ruins of Buddhist monastery 

4 ar&sandha's tower 


416 

413 

418 

416 

416 

420 

410 

410 

124 

122 

124 

124 

124 

122 

122 

124 

396 

396 

396 

400 

400 

400 

402 

400 

406 

396 

402 

406 

402 

404 

402 

402 

402 

220 
222 
118 
116 
116 
118 
|18 
120 
116 
118 
120 
118 
122 
120 
120 
228 
192 
648 
648 
646 
262 
26 2 
264 
276 
236 

242 & 264 
266 
264 
242 
244 
246 
242 
274 
266 
258 
266 
260 
258 
258 
276 
266 
262 
262 
260 
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District. 


Village 


Description of Monument. 


PainA— concluded . 


Pari 


Page. 


Giriyek 
Hi Isa 
Islampur 
J agd&pur 
Manor 


New Ilajgnha 
Old Ilajgriha 

Pab&di Hill, Bihar. 
PatnA City 


Pawapuri 
Skahpur Atmd 
Silao 
Telhara 


Tetrawan 


BImvanetfvar 


Chande^var 

Phauli 


Gengati 

ICanarak 

Kapilesvar 

KUandagiri 

proper. 


Hill 


j Gidi Pokhar 
Gaurikmida 


Fort ruins ... 

Mosque 

Buddhist monastery 
Statue o f Buddha 
Tank 

Tomb of Muhammadan saint 
of Hazrafc Mukdum 

of Makbdoom Ahamed Yahya Manaree 
of Makhdcoxn Shah Dowlat Manaree 
of Subadar Ibrahim KkAn ... 

Fort ruins 
Jurasandhn’s/ortf 
Rock-cut inscriptions 
Tomb of Syed Ibrahim Bea 
Fart 

Chamni Ghat mosque ... 

Khajai Xalan's Gnat mosque 
Sher Shah’s mosque ... 

.Ruins of Maurju Palace 
Sculptures ... 

Great Patanesvuri temple ... 

Little ditto „ ... ’ 

Tomb of Pxr Bahor ... H1 

of Pfr Shah Arzani 
Jain temples 
Fort ruins 

Mosqtie ... ... 

Buddhist monastery 
Sangi mosque ... 

Tomb of Sayyid Yusuf Iqbal ... 

Fort ruins 
Statue of Buddha 

JBalam Pokhar tank ... ... [[ 

... ... 

tank 

_ do. 

Ramkunda do. 

Sahasra Liftga do, 

Vindu S&gar do, ... ... 

Adi Liftgar&j temple 

Ananta Vasudeva „ ... ** 

Bh&gavati „ 4 [ 

Bhaskare£var k „ *’ 

Brahmesvar „ 

Chitrak&rini „ 

Ganc^a „ l 

I Gaun KoddreSvar „ ... " 

I GopAlini „ 

The Great (Liftgarfijj) „ 

Kofci-tirtha „ 

MabAvira „ 

MitreS var „ 

| Mulctedvar „ #ii 

NareSvar ,, 

Niiyake^var „ ... 

Parasur&meSvar „ ... [’* 

lUjarani tt ... 

Ramesvar „ ... " 

Sari Deni, No. 1 „ ... 

Ditto „ 3 

Siddhesvar ... 

Some£var „ ... ... 

Talesvar „ 

Vethi Deni „ ... £ 

YamoSvar , f ... 

! Temple of Mahadeva 
Caves 

Rock inscriptions 
Temple of MahMeva 
Bridge 

Black Pagoda 
Temple of MahMeva 
Ananta Gumpha cave 

| Satgliara „ 

Akasa, Gaftsra tank 
| Gupta „ „ 

I Radhakund tl 

Sydmkunij „ 


262 
276 
276 
274 
242 
228 
240 
240 
240 
240 
264 
264 
264 
266 
234 
232 
232 
232 
232 
234 
234 
234 
236 
234 
274 
274 
2 76 
270 
272 
272 
268 
270 
268 
208 
624 
624 
624 
624 
624 
624 
626 
622 
630 
628 
630 
624 
628 
524 
604 
530 
530 
530 
528 
630 
530 
526 
530 
630 
530 
630 
528 
630 
530 
626 
530 

536 
632 
632 
532 
63 2 
632 
630 
488 

402 

602 

504 

604 

604 




























District, 


Village. 


Puri— concluded. 


PurnlA 


RAjsluiln 

Rangpur 


Santal Parganaa 


Description of Monument. 


Page. 




Khurda 
Maiuk Chak 
Puri 


SatyabAri 

SiailpAl 

Uclayagiri Hill 


Asurgarh 
BAhadurganj 
Darara 
Deul 

Dhamdalia 
DKarhnra 
Dimly a Majiirnikhatta 
Karjain 
Samdadahar 
Sikligarh 

mgu 

Kusumba 
BhootmArl 
Dim! a 
Jolpis* 

Kasha 
Kata BowAr 
Komatapur 
Lora pat 
Malahga 
Mouthanokot 
PAlargarh 
Pirgahj 


VAgdvAr 

BaijnAth 

Begumpore 

BhaskinAth 

Deoghur 

Hadaf 


Karaon 

Noni 

Old RAjtnahal 
R&jmahal 


ShadipuT 

Teliagurhi 


n 

» 

a 


PAndara (Jliara cave »• • 

Temple 

ithara 1ST Ala Bridge 
MAikanda Talao (tank) 

N arendra „ „ 

Sveta GaftgA „ 

GirijA ^ temple 

The G rent (Jaganndth) „ 
Gundichabari », 

Lakshtni »» 

Markandeya „ 

Hrisithha »» 

Sflrya » 

Temple of CopAl 
Fort ruins 

Alakapuri Gumpha cave 

BhAndara „ »» 

Chat a Gumpha 
Clxhota Hid Gumpha 
Gnpeia », 

Haidass » 

HAti 

JagannAth „ 

Jamcsvar „ 

Jay A Vi jay a „ 

PAtAlpuri 9 t 

Rani »9 

Sithha DvAra „ 

Svargapur „ 

Tentuli 9 , 

Tiger 

Laiitakund tank 
FoHjxxim 


Tower 

Temples 

Forts 

Fort rums 

Tanks 

Fort ruins 

Fort 

Mosque ... 

„ of Sabar Khan ... 

1load 

Fort of Dharmxna PA1 Raj A 
Fort of Prithu Raja 
Mausoleum of Shah Jalal Bokliari 
Mosque of Shah Ismail ... 

Fort 

Fort (palace) of the Lora EAjA 
Fort 

Fort ruins 

Fort of Pal a ... 

MAtibandha Mosque 
Tomb of Jogui Bokhari 
„ Pir Ismail Gari 
Residence of Raja Bhava Chandra 
Temple of Vagwari 
7 'em pies Ml 

Residence of Shah Sujah 
Tomb of Bakht Homa 
Temple 
Pillars 
Bridae 

JAma Mosque 
Sundhia ]NAth’s Temple 
Temples ... 

Temple 

Mosque ... ... •* 

Bar adman ... 

Masques ... .. 

Singhi PAlAn Palace 

Mania talao (tank) ... .. 

MoniA Bibvs „ 

Tomb of MoniA Bibi 
9t KawAb Meerum 
Temples 

Fort ruins t* 


634 

m 

488 

486 

486 

486 

486 

484 

488 

486 

488 

486 

486 

m 

m 

502 

502 

502 

102 

600 

602 

602 

602 

602 

602 

602 

492 

602 

602 

602 

602 

604 

432 

432 

430 

430 

428 

432 

430 

432 

430 

430 

154 

164 

182 

.180 

182 

180 

178 

182 

186 

184 

182 

186 

178 

178 

178 

186 

186 

464 

462 

462 

462 

454, 

460 

460 

460 

462 

462 

460 

456 

456 

466 

460 

460 

460 

4o0 

462 

462 



























iHiisr/fy. 



Xi 


District. 


Tillage. 


Description of Monument. 


Saran 

Shahabad 


Singhbhum 

South Lushai Hula,.. 

Tipper*. 

Tributary States, 
Chota Nagpur. 


Tributary 

Orissa. 


States, 


Ami 

Sonpur 

Arrah 


Baidyan&th 
Baliya 
Barahra 
Buxar 
Chain pur 


Darauti 
Deo Bonarak 
Dev Markandih 


Dliarabra 
Katkouli 
K hank ah 
Mabddovpur 
Masar 

Mor 

Patana 

Ramgarh 

Rohtasgarh 


Sasaram 


Shergarh 

Tilothu 

Lungten Range 


Bonai State 
Chang Bhakar State 
Gangpur ** 

Jashpur >» 

Kharsawan #, 

Korea »* 

Soraikela it 

Sirgujd State, 

Chitra Likhai Hill 

Joba 

Popraul 

Ramgarh 

Taptapani 

Visrarapur 

Udayapur State . 

Bandbanpur 
Banjiamba 
Kapu 
Ponri 
Shahpur 

Boad State, 

Boad 


Temple of Bhav&ni 
,, H&riharndth 
Tho Arrah Garrison (fort) 
J&mai Mosque •*« 

Moula Bagh Mosque 
Statue of Vishnu 

Temple of Mahadeva ... 

Temple 

Bridge 

Fort 

Do. ... , Mi 

Temple of MumjMvari 
Tomb of Ahtiyar Khan ... 
Tank 

Temples ... 

Suraj Tal&o (tank) 

Temple of Dev-MSrkanda 
„ Durga 

„ Mahadev 

Suraj temple 
Jain temple 
Tombs 
Mddrdssd 

Temple of Mahadeva ... 
Statue of Bhairava 
„ Mahanuiya 

Temple of MahMeva 
Fort 
Do, 

Fort ruins 

Mosque of Aurangzob ... 
Palace 

Temple of Man Singh ... 

„ Kohlasan 

Idgah ... 

Mosque ... 

Tomb of Alawal Kbdn ... 
„ Hasan Sur Shah 

„ Islam Shah 

,, Selim Shah 

„ Sher Shah 

Guptesvar Cave 
Fort 

Tutrahi Waterfalls ... 
None 

Tomb of Kuki Raja 
None 


tt 

»* 

>» 


Rock inscription 
I ort ruins 
Temples 

! Hattiphor tunnel (cave) 
I Sita Bangira cave 
Springs 
Temple 


Temples 


Fort ruins 


Navagrahn fample 
Temples of Siva 


Page. . 


376 

376 

Mi 

344 

344 

342 

360 

374 

344 

346 

372 

370 

872 

360 

358 

360 

346 

350 

360 

348 

344 

34t> 

370 

360 

346 

346 

360 

360 

360 

362 

304 

364 

354 

362 

370 

370 

364 

364 

370 

370 

366 

372 

374 

362 

666 

230 

228 

666 

666 

600 

660 

666 

666 

566 


670 

670 

668 

668 

568 

670 

670 


670 

570 

670 

570 

570 


530 

636 


& 
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District 


1 

tillage. 


Description of Monument. 

' Page. 

1 

2 




3 


4 


Orissa*— concluded. 


Twenty-four Parganas 


Kapilash Hill 
Xhandpdrti State. 
Kan til o 

Mayurbhaiy State\ 

idipur 

Baripada 

Hariour 

Areadah 

BasirMt 

Diamond Harbour ... 
Dam-Bum 
J&yanagar 

Khardaha 

Kowg&cki 

Meherpur 


Temple of ftiva 


Temples 


Temple of Kinckoke-Srari 
„ Jagannath 

For# ruins 
Temple of Burn Siva 
Salic Mosque ... 

J atar Deal temple 
Dum-Dum house (residence) 
Temple of JRadkavallabh ... 
Syam Suudar 

.Naknlenvar 
,♦ Styamamidar 

For# ruins ... 

Temple of Eddhanath 


** 


MB 


m 


MB 

638 

638 

66 

66 

60 

68 

50 

60 

62 

54 

68 

62 

54 


W, XL McO.—Reg. 3Sfo 620J(#)-~600-18-2-96. 























Index of Ancient Monuments by classes in Bengal. 







1 

2 

3 

4 

Classification of Building. 

District. 

Village. 

Page. 

Baradvari (building 


Patna 

Baikuntapur 

276 

with twelve doors). 


Khulnd 

Isvanpur 

146 



Santa! Parganas 

Edjmahal 

456 

Bridges 

ithdra Nald 

Puri 

Puri 

488 

Barahra 

Shdhabdd 

Barahra 

344 


Duldlpur 

Dacca 

Panoam 

216 


Gengati 

Puri 

Gengati 

532 


.Hadaf ... 

Sdntal Pargands 

Hadaf 

460 


Mahratta 

Balasoro 

Balasore 

432 


Pdgld 

Dacca 

Dacca 

204 


Peruah 

Malda 

Peruah 

448 


Sagardih 

Champdrari 

Sagardih 

388 


Taltollah 

Dacca 

Taltollah 

220 


Tungi 

Do. 

Dacca 

204 


Tutulmul 

Cuttack 

Tutulmul 

478 


Vall&li 

Dacca 

Mirkadim 

218 

Chftk (market-place) 


Do. 

Dacca 

198 

Caravanserais 


Gaya 

Daudnagar 

334 

Oaves 

Alakapuri Gumpha ... 

Puti 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

502 


Ananta Gumpha 

Do. 

Khandagiri Hill 

488 




Proper. 




Bhdgalpur 

Barari 

422 


Batesvar 

Ditto 

Pdthargkdtd 

424 


Bhdn dara Gumpha ... 

Puri 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

502 


Chata Gumpha 

Do. 

Ditto 

502 



Cuttack 

Chhatia Hill 

470 


Chhota Hat! Gumpha 

Puri 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

602 



Do. ... 

Dhauli 

532 


Ganeda Gumpha 

Do. 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

60o 


Girdhyaduar ... 

Patna 

Girivraja Hill ... 

262 


Gopi 

Gayd 

Nagdrjuni Hills... 

318 


Guptesvar 

Shdhdbad 

Shergarh 

372 


Haidass Gumpha 

Puri 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

502 


Hat! Gumpha 

Do. 

Ditto 

502 


Hattiphor tunnel 

S'irguja Tributary 

Rdmgarh 

568 



State. 




Jagannath Gumpha ... 

Puri 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

602 


Jame&var ditto ... 

Do. 

Ditto 

602 


Jayn Vijaya 

Do. 

Ditto 

602 


Karan Chanpar ... ... 

Gayd 

Barabar Hills ... 

316 


Lomas Bi ski 

Do. 

Ditto 

318 



Do. 

Mora Hill 

296 



Do. 

Pachdr Hill 

338 


P4pdava Gliara 

Puri 

Khurda 

634 


Patdlpuri Gumpha ... 

Do. 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

502 


Pippali 

Patna ... 

Baibhar Hill 

262 


Elm Gumpha 

PUTI 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

m 


Sdtghara 

Do. 

Khapdagiri Hill, 

492 




Proper. 



Siihha Dvara Gumpha 

Do. 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

502 


Sit A Bangira 

Sirguja Tributary 

Eamgarh 

568 



State. 





Gayd 

Sitamarhi 

300 


Son-bbandar 

Patna 

Baibhar Hill 

26 2 


Sudama 

Gayd 

Barabar Hills ... 

318 


Svargapur Gumpha ... 

Puri 

Udayagiri Hill ... 

502 


Tentuli Gumpha 

Do. 

Ditto 

602 


Tiger 

Do. 

Ditto 

502 


Yadathi-ka-kubha ... 

Gayd 

Nagarjuni Hills... 

320 


Vdpiya-kd-kubha 

Do. 

Ditto 

320 


Yisva Jhopi 

Do. 

Bardbar Hills ... 

318 

Churches 

Armenian Church of the Holy 

Dacca 

Dacca 

200 


Resurrection. 





Armenian Church of the Holy 

Murshidabad 

Saiddbad 

124 


Virgin Mary. 





Armenian Church of St. John the 

Hooghly 

Chinsura 

44 


Baptist. 





Armenian Church of St. Nazareth 

Calcutta ... 

Calcutta 

62 

* 

Dutch (now English) Church ... 

Hooghly 

Chinsura 

44 


English, Old (or Mission) 

Calcutta 

Calcutta 

64 


Church. 





a 






























Churches* 


Ports 


Classification of Building. 


-concluded, 


District. 


Village. 


Page- 


English, St. John's Church 
Greek Church of the Transfigura¬ 
tion of Our Blessed Redeemer 
on Mount Tabor. 

Portuguese Church of our Lady 
of Happy Voyage, 

Roman Catholic Cathedral of the 
Virgin Mary of Rosary. 

Roman Catholic Chapol 
Ditto 

Amar&vati 


Arrah Garrison 
Asurgarb 
Ditto 


Baiku uthapur Garh ... 

Baugarh 

Barab&p 


Bhitargarh 


Chandra Rekha Sirhha's 


Damdatna 


Garh Pigulai 


Jarasandlm’s 


Radam Rasul 

Karambera 
Karangarh 
Karasur Garh 
Rarnagarh 


Rhelar Garh 


Rishangarh 


Calcutta 

Ditto 


Hooghly 

Calcutta 

Hooghly 
Ditto * 

Cuttack 

Bhagalpur 

SMhdbad 

Bafikiira 

Purnia 

Dinajpur 

Purnia 

Jalpaiguri 

Dinajpur 

Cuttaok 

Ditto 

Muzaffarpur 

Hooghly 

Jalpaiguri 

Patna 

Sh&h&b&d 

Ditto 

Dinajpur 

Midnapore 

Cuttack 
Gay ft 
Bur d wan 
Mftnbliiim 
Dacca 

>ur 


Purnia 

-Nadia 

Bilrnift 

Do. 

Rangpur 

Lohardagft 

Dinajpur 

Ditto 

Maldft 

Pfttnft 

Do. 

Do. 

My men singh 

JVIidnftpore 

Dacca 

Mayurbhahj Tri¬ 
butary State. 
Monghyr 
Ditto 

Midnftpore 

Palamau 

Pfttnft 

Muzaffarpur 

Balftsore 

Sirguja Tributary 
State. 

Rangpur 

Dacca ... 

Midnapore 
Ditto 
Bhagalpur 
Bankura 
Midnapore 
Champaran 
Gajft 

Midnapore 

Bhagalpur 

Dinajpur 

Ditto 

Bahkurft 

Rangpur 


Calcutta 

Ditto 


Banded 

Calcutta 

Ohinsura 
Serampore 

Clihatia Hill 
Amarpur 
Arrah 
Asm* garh 
Ditto 
Atapur 
Bftbftdurganj 

J alpaiguri 
Gangftrftmpur 
Cuttack 
Baradihi Hill 
Besarh 
Bhftstftrft 
Bhitargarh 
Bihar 

Buxar 
Chainpur 
Ohandora 
Nayagrftm 

Chandwar 
Chillor 
Ohurulift 
Dalmi 

Maghrftparft 
Darail 
Darara 
Dcragram 
Dharhara 
Dimiya. Majumi- 
khatta. 

Dirnlft 

Doisa 

Ekdftlft 

Birftmpur 

Gaur 

Gawror 

Ghosrawan 

Giriyek 

Goiyaripa 

Gurbeta 

HAjigauj 

Haripur 

Hasanpnr 

Inpey 

Jaldya 

Japla 

OldRAjgriha 
Jauridih 
Jolla,sore 
Joba 

Jolpis 

Naliganj 

Kanchanpur 

Gaganesrar 

Rarangark 

Rarasur Garh 

Rarnagarh 

Xasturia 

Xftwa Rol Hills ... 

Nayugram 

Rberhi Hill 

Khyetlftl 

Kicnak 

Rishangark 

Romatapur 


72 

80 


44 

82 

44 

44 

470 

428 

342 

20 

m 

172 

432 

178 

164 

464 

468 

396 

46 

176 

256 

340 

372 

154 

24 

464 

336 

6 

554 

210 

164 

430 

116 

432 

430 

180 

646 

188 

1.70 

434 

276 

266 

262 

220 

28 

206 

638 

410 

418 

28 

648 

264 

402 

484 

670 

182 

206 

34 

34 

424 

20 

32 

394 

312 

22 

426 

172 

174 

20 

182 
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Classification of Building. 


District. 


Forts —concluded 


Gola (Granary) 

Idgah 

Inscriptions 



Kairax (Caravan¬ 
serais). 


Lalbdgh 
Maliadova’s 
M alias than Garh 


May ana Garh 
Mogalankot 


Nardyan Garh 
Naulakhagarh 


irasa 


Palargarh 


Punya Garh 
Baja Bull’s 
Bamgarh 
Bohtasgarh 


Sarangarh 

Ditto 

Satasgarh 

Sabpdrdgarh 


Shergarh 

S'ikargarh 

Ditto 

Sikligarh 


Subbegarh 

S'ydmsundar Garh .... 
Tamoli Garh 

Teligarh 

Thdkuranl Bhifcargarh 


Virdtgarh 

Virdipat 

William, Fort William (old) 
Ditto (new) 


Mir Abdul Kassim*s 


Mir Xbdul Kassim’s (great) 
Nawdb Shaishta Khdn's (small) .. 




Twenty-four-Par- 

gands. 

Hazdribagk 

Dacca 

Dinajpur 

Bogra 

Eangpur 

Gaya 

Midndpore 

*lessore 

Dinajpur 

Monghyr 

Hangpur 

Jessore 

Dacca 

Blrbhum 

Midndpore 

Monghyr 

Patna 

Bdftkurd 

Dindjpur 

Mdnbmim 

Palamau 

Eangpur y; 

Shdhabdd 

Patna 

Jessore , M 

Darbbangu 
Shdhabdd 
Ditto 

Champdran 

Purniit 

Champdran 

Cuttack 

Mdldd 

Dinajpur 

Gayd 


Udayapur Tribu¬ 
tary State. 

Patna 

Shdhabdd 

Balasore 

Bhagalpur 

Purnld 

Champdran 

Purl 

Champa ran 
Dacca . ... 

Muzdffarpur 
Baftkurd 
Palamau 
Santa! Parganas 
Cuttack 
Pdtnd 

Jalpaiguri ... 
Champdran 
Ditto 
Diudjpur 
Ditto 
Calcutta 
Ditto 

Pdtnd 

Dacca 

Shdhdbdd 

Manbhum 

Sirguja Tributary 
State. 

Purl 

Hdzaribagh 

Pdtnd 

Dacca 

Do. 

Shdhdbdd 


Village. 


Kowgdchi 

Kund a 
Dacca 
Plrgahj 
Mahasthdn Garh..* 
Malanga 
Mandaur 
May and 
Mirzanagar 
fjrgaaj 
Monghyr 
Mouthanakot 
Muhammad pur ... 
Munshiganj 
Nagor 

Nardyan Garh ... 
Naulakhagarh ... 
New Edjgriha *•• 
Ndtangrdin 
Omax*ee 

Pacliet ••• 

Palamau ,,, 

Palargarh 

Pa tana 

Patna City 

Muhammadpur ... 

Bindras 

Edragarh 

Bohtasgarh 

Sagardih 

Samdadahar ,,, 

Sarangarh 
Ditto 
Peruah 
Sdtpdrdgarh 
Seor Muhammad 
dbad. 

Shahpur 

Shahpur Atmd .. 
Shergarh 
Sholdmpurl 
Bangaon 
Karma 
S'ikligarh 
Simraun 
Sisupal 
Sltdkund 
Sonakhand 
Subbegarli 
S'yamsTuidar Garh 
Chechdri 
Teliagurhi 
Maliavindyaka Hill 
Tetrawan 
Bodd 
IJnchidih 
Vedivan 
Virdtgarh 
Virdtpdt 
Calcutta 
Ditto 

Bdhkipore 


Dacca 
Sasardm 
Bijak Pahar 


Chitra 
Hill. 

Dhauli 
Kulhua Hill 
Old Edjgriha 

Dacca 

Do. 

Khankah 


Likhai 


Page. 


62 

542 

196 

170 

186 

184 

314 

24 

338 

170 

410 

182 

126 

206 

14 

26 

418 

264 

30 

154 

548 

646 

186 

360 

234 

128 

408 

360 

362 

386 

430 

.986 

472 

460 

172 

302 

570 

274 

374 

480 

426 

426 

430 

376 

632 

382 

206 

402 

20 

643 

462 

470 

268 

178 

392 

384 

172 

174 

82 

84 

236 

198 

370 

564 

570 

532 

644 

264 

198 

19d> 

370 
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XT 


Classification of Building, 


Mausoleums 


Monasteries 


Mosques 



iliverdi Khan’s ... 

Bibi Peri's 

Haidar Shah's 

Ibrahim Hussein Khan s 

Perdu Pfr's 

Sha3:i Jdlal Bokh&ri's 

Suja*uddin's 


(Ancient) 

(Modern) 


Abda Khandakar's 
Abdul HdmicTs 
Abu Hasir EMn'a 
Artuiah 
Abl-hHadi’s 
Auxang^eb’s 
Baba Adam's 


Bhonsri Shah's 
Bibi Chini’s 
Bibi Jitan's 
Chamkatti 
Chamkhan 
Charnni GMt 


Daras Bari 
Dhan Chak 


Garibull&’s 


Golden 


Great Golden 
Gunmant 

Habi KMn Sur's ... 
HMz Hitim's 
114 ji Kahjeh Shahabag's 
Hamza KMn's 
Haru Khan’s 


Hatibandha 


Jadul Khan’s 
Jama 
Bo. 

Bo. 

Bo. 

Bo. 

Jamai 

Jami 


Jumma 

Kadam Mubarak 
Kadam Basal 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Khajai Kalan Ghat 
Khanja Ali's 


Khojeki 


■ qei 
Kitabuddin Sarkar's... 

Kutnb Shah's 


District, 


Tillage. 


Page, 


Murshid&bdd 

Dacca 

Calcutta 

Bhagalpur 

Malda. 

Kangpur 

Mursbiddbad 


Pdtna 

Gayd 

Bo. 

Bo. 

Patnd 

Bo. 

Gayd 

Bo. 

BMgaipur 

Patna 


Paridpur 

Dacca 

Cuttack 

Malda 

Calcutta 

Shfih&b&d 

Dacca 

BfvjsMhi 

Murshidabdd 

Bhagalijur 

Ditto 

Calcutta 

Backergunge 

Calcutta 

Malda 

Do. 

Pdtnd 

Chittagong 

Mdldd 

Bo. 

Mursbid&bad 

Chittagong 

Dacca 

Do. 

MakU 

Dindjpur 

Malda 

Do. 

Patna 

Calcutta 

Dacca 

Chittagong 

Calcutta 

Ditto 

Kangpur 

mn& 


nr . 
Balasore 
Burdwan 
M aldd 

S&ni&l Parganas 
Malda ’ , 

Shah&b&d 
Muzuffarpur 
Gaya 
Balasore 
Chittagong 
Ditto 
Balasore 
Dacca 
Maldd 
Burdwan 
Midndpore 
Paridpur 
Chittagong 
Patna 
Khulna 
Murshidab&d 
Malda 
Calcutta 
Midn&pore 
Malda 


Khoshbagh 

Dacca 

Calcutta 

Bhagalpur 

Blghi 

Kas bu 

Eoslmib&gk 


Baragaon 
Buddha Gaya 
Bitto 
Dharawdt 
Girivra/ja Hill 
isldmpur 
Mnrhut 
Pdrvati Hill 
Sult&ngafij 
Telhara 


122 

196 

104 

422 

440 

180 

122 


242 & 264 
290 
290 
322 
202 
276 
336 
302 
420 
270 


P&thrail 

Goaldi 

Jajpur 

Peruah 

Calcutta . 

Bohtasgarh 

Eampal 

Bagha ... 

Bafigli&fa 
Barari 
Bhagalpur 
Calcutta 
Bibi Chim 
Calcutta 
Gaur 
Bo. 

Patna City 

Chiknndandi 

Gaur 

Mahudipur 
EM.ua Chdndpdra 
Fnttehpur 
Sadipur 
Goaldi 
Peruah 
Gopalganj 
Gaur 
Bo, 

Bihar 

Calcutta 

Dacca 

B4g Hamzd 
Calcutta 

Hathazari •• 

Pirgaiij 

Hilsa 

Makhdumpur .. 

Balasore 

Burdwan 

Dlghi 

Hadaf 

MAhudipur 

Anah 

Hijipur 

Jaru 

JeMsore 

Anderkilia 

Bahmatganj 

Balasore 

Naliganj- 

Gaur 

Kalna 

Kanehanpur 

Kliabashpur 

Kbadimpara 

Patnd City 

Masjidkar 

Kharior 

Gaur 

Calcutta 

Kosba 

Peruah 


224 

216 

472 

448 

92 

364 

218 

164 

324 

422 

422 

102 

224 

104 

444 

438 

232 

228 

438 

446 

124 

228 

214 

216 

452 

168 

440 

438 

268 

86 

198 

230 

96 

228 

178 

276 

426 

482 

4 

446 

460 

446 

344 

396 

312 

484 

228 

230 

482 

206 

438 

10 

34 

224 

228 

232 

144 

124 

436 

*98 

34 

448 
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Classification of Building* 


District, 


Village* 


Page. 


luded. 


Lattan 

Majlis Saheb’s 


Mohamed Yasuf'a , M 
Moti Jfh&n’s 
Mould Bdgb 
Mukhdaxn Shah Jaldl's 

Ditto ••• 
Mulla Atta-nddin Shah’8 

Nakhoda’s 

Nasir Shaikh ... 
Nimtala ... 


Pir Bajjarruddin's ... 
Rahman Ali's 
Itdjbibi 

• M ... 

Sabar Khan's 

Sabi KJidn’s 

Salic ... 

8ang:i 

... HI 

Sat Gonial 
Sdth Gumbaz 
Sayved Jamal-uddin’s 
Sealdah , t . 

Senduryapatti . *. 

Shah Ismail's 
Shaikh Ghausi's ... 

Sher Shah's ... 


Takht4-$ulaimdn »«• 

Tengah 

Tipti SnMn's 

**«.#* 

Unwar’s 
Wali Khan's 
Yasuffgauj 


Husseni Palan 

Maurya 

Raja’s 


Singlii Dalan 
\ irat * * * 


Adoka 

Do. m* 

BuddaJ ... 

Buddha's walk 


Laur 

Lion 

Do. 


Bhaya Chandra's ... 
Dam-Dum House ... 


Mildd 

Burdwan 

Hooghly 

Dacca •«. 

Calcutta ... 

Shabdbad 
Mdlda 

Do. 

Dinajpur 

Chittagong 

Calcutta 

Faridpur 

Calcutta 

Mdlda, 

Santa! Pargands... 

Hooglily 

Dindjpur 

Bh&galpur ... 

Mdldd 

8Antal Parganas 
Rdjahdhi ... 

Backergunge 
Twenty-four-Par- 
ganas. 

Patna ... 

Shdhabdd 
Dacoa 
Khulnd 
Hooghly 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Rangpur 
Calcutta 
Pdtna 
Do. 

Bhagalpur 

Cuttack 

Khulnd ... 

Calcutta 

Midnapore #•* 

Dacca 
Chittagong 
Dacca •«. 

Nadia 

Dacoa 

Rangpur 

Pdtna 

Jessore 

Nadi A 

ShahAbad 

Sdntdi Pargands 

Bogra 


Gaya 

Champdrdn ... 

Patna 

Dina j pur 

Gaya 

Cuttack 

Sdntdl Parganas 
Dmdipur .*« 

Mdldd 
Midnapore 
Gayd ... 

Cham par an 
Muzaffarpur 
Champdran 

Monghyr 

Dacca 

Rangpur ... 

Midnapore 

Twenty-four-Par- 


Mayarudra’s 
Secundar Shah’s 


Muzaffarpur 

Dindjpur 

Ditto 


Gaur 

Kalnd 

Mdydpnr 

Maghrfipdra 

Calcutta 

Arrah 

Gaur 

Peruah 

Gaugarampur 

Musojidda 

Calcutta 

Azarapur 

Calcutta 

Old Mdldd 

Old Rdjmahal 

PdpAud, 

Hemtabdd 

Khafijarpur 

Gaur 

Rdjmahal 

Kusumba 

Koshba 

Basirhdt 

Telhard 

Sasardm 

Dacca 

Bdgerliat 

Satgaon 

Calcutta 

Ditto 

Katd Dowdr 
Calcutta 
Pdtnd City 
Silao 

Sultanganj 

dlamgir Hill 

Jsvaripur 

Calcutta 

Tolkcsiari 

Pdtharghatd 

Chaumohani 

Maghrdpdrd 


Bamunpukur 
Dacca 
Lorapat 
Pdtnd City 
Mirzdnagar 
Kriahnagar 
Eohtasgarh 
Rdjmahal 
Virat (in the Jaipur 
Government Estaie) 

Buddha-Gay a ... 

Kdnapurwa 

Bihdr 

Meongabdri 

Buddha-Gaya 

Chandesvar 

Deoghur 

Dirib ar 

Gaur 

Gopivallabhpur 

Rut • i i 

Lauriya Araraj ... 
Bakrabesarh 
Lauriya JN avand* 
garb. 

Rajaona 

/minpur 

Vagdydr 

Dantun 

Dum-Dum 

Lallgunge 

Jagadal 

Ditto 


444 

8 

48 

212 

94 

344 

436 

446 

166 

228 

90 

224 

92 

462 

460 

36 

364 

422 

438 

466 

164 

226 

66 

272 

370 

204 

140 

48 

98 

90 

178 

96 

232 

276 

420 

464 

140 

86 

34 

218 

230 

214 

118 

196 

180 

232 

138 

120 

384 

460 

188 


288 

380 

266 

166 

290 

476 

454 

172 

444 

24 

324 

378 

396 

380 

416 

216 

186 

28 

58 

406 

170 

170 



































Classification of Building. 


District 


Village, 


Page. 


Residences—ccwcW. 

.Roads 
Sc nipt ares 


Statue® 


Stupes 


Tanks 


Shah Sindh's 
Sitaram's 


Pdtdlgaftgd 


Bhnirava 

Buddha 

I)o. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Irnlra 

KAii 

Makamayd 

Sf&kya Siihlia 
Ditto 


Sira 

Var&ha 

Vdrdhi 

Do, 

Vurdkmi 

Vishnu 


j£k&ia, Gahgd 
Ditto 


Alta Dighi 
Balam Pokhar 
B&mn&jf’s 
Bauddka Pokhar 
Buddhoknr Tal 
Chandokhartal 


Dhole Dighi 
Dig In Pokhar 
Dohal Dighi 
Gaftgd T»iao 
Gaya Pokhar 
Ditto 

Gidi Pokhar 


Gor Dighi 
Gaurikuuda 
Great Sagar D%ki 
Gupta Gaftgd 


Indra Pokhar 
Isra 

•Jora Pokhar 
Kala Dighi 


Khirki Tank 
Rund Pud Mahe^ar 
Lalitakund 
Makipal Dighi 


Santal Pargands 
Jessore 
Rangpur 
Bhagalpur 
Gay 4 

Bhagalpur 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Pdtnd 

Gaya 

Do. 

Monghyr 

Ditto 

Sirguja Tributary 
State. 

Shahabad 

Gaya 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Pdtnd 

Do. 

Gayd 

Do. 

Sh&h&bdd 

Manbkum 

Gayi 

Do. 

Do. 

Champdmu 

MdnbhiW 

Gaya 

Pdtnd 

Bh&galpur 

Cuttack 

Shahdbad 

MuzaflfarpUr 

Gay i 

Pith'S' 

Monghyr 
Ohampdran 


„ lyr 
Ditto 

Ohamp&ran 

Bh&galpur 

Ditto 

Puri 

Chittagong 

Tracts. 

DinAipur 

Pdtnd 

Muzaffarpur 

Ckamp&rari 

Gayi 

Do. 

ShaliAbad 

Pin&jpur 

Pdtnd 

Din&jpur 

Muzaffarpur 

Muzaffarpur 

Champdraa 

Patnd * 

Kkulnd 

Dindjpur 

Puri 

Maldd 

Puri 

Midn&poro 

P&tna 

Champ&ran 

MAnbhdm 

Dinajpur 

P dr ilia 

Nadid 

Gaya 

Puri 

Pin&jpur 


Hill 


Begntnpore 
Mukanunadpur 
Bhootmari .. 
Brindaban 
Gaya City 
dnngira 

Kailas Pahdri .. 
Patkargh&td 
Pdtna City 

Bhtiraha 
Bard bar Hills 
Rishikimda 
Sitdkandtt 
Taptapdni 

Masar 

Biahanjrar-Tandwa 

Ghefljan 

Guuariya 

flasra 

Jagdispur 

Tetrawan 

Gay4 City 

Bela 

Masar 

Pakbim 

Rispa 

Kttrkihar 

Sbahargk&ti 

Sit&kund 

Suissa 

Afsand 

Baraga on 

Pdtharghdfd 

Jdjpur 

Arrah 

Bakrabesarh ... 
Bakror 
Bhagwingafij 
-lopey 
Kesarijya 
Lakshmisarai 
Nongarli 
Sagardih 
Sult&ngairj 
Mandar Hill ... 
Khandagiri Hill 
proper. 

Alikadam 

Kutivari 
Tot raw an 
Beaarh 
Sagardih 

Buddha-Gay d ... 

Phnraw&t 

Darauti 

Gahgardtnpur ... 
JBegampur 
Devikot 
Res ark' 

Besarh 

Sagardih 

Tetrawan 

Gopdlpur 

Kutivari 

Bhuvanesvar 

Gaur 

Khan^agiri Hill 
proper. 

Gurbeta 

Begampur 

Simraun 

Deoli 

Devikot 

Karjaiii 

Devagrdm 

Gaya City 

Uda^ngiri Hill ... 

Makipur 


462 

m 

182 

m 

282 

422 

m 

m 

234 

384 

316 

4J3 

410 

520 

346 

298 

326 

336 

,298 

274 

270 

278 

328 

246 

662 

326 

296 

336 

384 

m 

310 

256 

424 

472 

312 

39a 

294 

274 

413 

378 

412 

416 

388 

420 

428 

602 

230 

172 

268 

402 

386 

294 

322 

360 

J66 

242 

166 

400 

400 

386 

268 

148 

172 

624 

436 

604 

26 

244 

376 

556 

186 

432 

118 

282 

604 

172 




































Classification of Building. 


District. 


Tillage. 


Page. 


Tacks— concluded. 


Temples 


Mania Talao 
Markanda Talao 


Mathokar 
Melan Dighi 
Monia Bibi’s 


Harendra Talao 

Fdpah&riid 

Papanasin'i 

Pansokhar 

PriOrn^-DIgM 

Pukhaim 

Badbakund 

Baji Ben’s 
liamkunda 
Ham Sdgar 
Sahnsra Lifiga 
S'asdftka 


Sitdkund 

$i\k’s" 

Sitirarn's treasure tank 
Small Sdgar Dighx ... 
Sukh Sdgar 
S&'ajpokhar 
Ditto 

Suraj Taldo 
Su:ya 

Sveta Gafigd 
Syamkund 

Tapan BigM 
Vidyddliar 
Tindu Sagar 

idi lifigaraj 

AkhandaleSvar ... 

A ksliajabata 
Xnandomayi ... 

Ananta Ydsudeva 
Angeivar »»• 


Balardm 

Bamaujfs 


Bangsa Gopdl 

Barabdkunda 

BargabMma 


Bhagavatf. 

BMskare&var 


BhavdrJ 

BlmvaneSvara ... 

Biraja 

BirincM Bhagvrdn 


Black Pagoda 


Pdttm 

Sdntdl Pargands,., 
Puri " ... 

Chittagong Hill 
Tracts. 

Monghyr 
Pindipur 
Stintal Parganas 
Chittagong Hill 
Tracts. 

Puri 

Bh&galpar 

Puri 

Patnd 

Jalpaigurv 

Muzaffarpur 

Puri 

Champiran 

Purl 

Jessore 

Puri 

Midndpore 

Bogrd 


Dindjpur 
('ham par an 
Jessoro 
M&lda 
J essore 
Patna 
Gaya 
Shahdbad 
Gayd' 

Puri 

Do. 

Dindjpur 

Midndpore 

Purl 

Do. 

Gaya 

Cuttack 

Gayd 

Calcutta. 

Puri 
Cuttack 
Eurdwan 
Santdl Parganas 

Jessoro 

Shuh dbdd 
Muzaff&rpur 
Bhdgaljjur 
Mdnbhum 
Udayapur Tribu¬ 
tary State. 
Faridpur 

Udayapur Tribu¬ 
tary State. 
Chittagong 
Bnrdwan 
Midndpore 
Faridpur 
Bogrd 


Puri 

Do. 

Sdntal Pargands.. 
S'arah 

Mozaffarpur 

Cuttack 

Gaya 

Hdzaribdgh 
Puri v 
Mahblntxn 
Gayd 


Manor 

Eajmahal 

Puri 

Maiamori Talley 

S'ikpura 
Kutivari 
Kdjmalial 
Mvani Talley ... 

Purl 

MaadarHitt ... 

BhuvaneSvar 

Begampur 

Blitargarh 

Besarh 

lihaiiclagiri Hill 


Hill 


BhuvaneSvar 
Multammadpur ... 
BHuvanesvar 
Dan tun 

Sikola (in the Jai¬ 
pur Government 
Estate). 

Sitdkund ... 

Ditto 

Muhammad pur ... 
Gaur 

Miihammadpur ... 

Begampur 

Ongari 

Dev Mdrkandik ... 
Gayd City ... 

Puri 

Khaudagiri 
proper. 

Devxkot 

JJdntun 

Bhuvanesvar' 

Ditto 
A f sand 
Jdjpur 
Gayd City 
Calcutta . i. 

BhuyancSvar 
Jdjpur 
Baddipur 
Boijnath 

Mu hammad pur ... 

Baliyd 

Besarh 

Baitmi 

Banda' 

Bandit an pur 

Mekchami 

Banjiamba 

Katgar 
Baraknr 
Tam Ink 
Batkamari 
Belamla (in the 
Jaipur Govern¬ 
ment Estate). 


BlumneSvar 

Ditto 

Bhaskindth 

imi 

Deokalli 

Jdjpur 

Gaya City 

Bishungarh 

Eanarak 

Boram 

Buddha-Gayd 


m 

460 

486 

230 

416 

172 

460 

230 

486 

428 

624 

216 

176 

400 

604 

378 

624 

128 

524 

28 

192 


172 

382 

128 

436 

128 

242 

322 

350 

280 

486 

504 

166 

28 

524 

624 

310 

476 

280 

106 

626 

476 

10 

454 

136 

374 

402 

428 

666 

670 

224 

670 

228 

8 

30 

224 

190 


622 

630 

462 

876 

406 

476 

282 

646 

533 

666 

290 
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Classification of Building. 


T^pxple&^continu^i, 


Brahma joni 

Brahmestrar 

Buddhesvar 

Bura-Stiva 


M* 
« V ••• 

+** 'tf 
*«•»» 


CbitrakMip 

J}ai4«lvar 


Dev MArkanda 
, .Dewil 
1 DkakeSvari 


^obnajaclia 


Ditto 

Dol Mandir 

Durgft 

Do? 

Eoh ai-Ghose 

Gad&dhar 

Gtupfo 


<*•« 


*«(• 

AM'. 


Am , 
♦ft* 


Ganri KodareSvar 
Gaurtaftker 
Gayfefibh 
Gayegvari Deri 


Gob in da 
Ditto 

Gokarnegvar 

GopAl 

Gopdlini B# , 

Govinda £ 

Great (Jaganneth) ... 
Great (Lingaraj Mi « 
Great (Mababoclbi) ... 
Great PAfcanesyari M# 
Gmi&ichabari 

Illjiu 

Ilarfiset’vari M , 

Haragauri 

Hari Har 

Haribarn&th ... 

$$dueivar 

Jagajm&tb 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Jabnumuni 
Jain 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Janardan Bhagwan 


Jaf&r Deni 
Java Dnrga 

smm 

Jaya MaAgald 
Jor BaAglA 


District. 


Village. 


Gay& 

Puri „ 

M dnbhum 
Twenty-four-Bar¬ 
gains. 

Nadia 

BaAkuri* 

Gay& 

Manbhum 

B&bkura 

Purl 

Bkagalpur 

Midnapore 

BhaMMd 

NadiA 

::: 

SMMMd 

M&nbbtim 

Dacca t# , 

Purnla 

Gaya 

BogrA 


Faridpur 
Jessore 
Birbbiim 
SMhAbM 
MAnbkum 
Burdwan 
BaAkura 
Gayd 
Purl 
Burdwan 
Puri 
Monfi 
Gaya 
Do. 

Puri 

KhulnS 

Ditto 

Cuttack 

Puri 

Do. 

Din&jpur 

Puri 

Do. 

Gaya 

PAtnA 

Purl 

Burdwan 

Hooghly 

DinAjpur 

Nadia 


SAran M . 

Hooglily 

Maydrbbanj Tri¬ 
butary State, 

Orissa. 

Calcutta 
Cuttack 
Hopghly 
BhAgalpur 
Bhagalpur 
MAnbhum 
SbAhAb&el 
Bliagalpur 
M&ribhum 
HAzarib&gb 
P&fcnA 
GayA 


Twenty.four-Pax- 

ganAa. 

Faridpur 
Dacca „ 

Mongbyr 
Bbagalpur 
Baniura 


ChAgdaha 
CkAfcnA 
Cheon 
ChbarrA 
Chbinpur 
BhuvaneSvar 
Colgopg 
JCar^agarb 
Deo Bonarak 
DevagrAm 
Devakunda 
Do vis than 
Dev Markapdih ,. 
Katras 
Dacca 
DhAmdaba 
DharmmAranya ... 
Belamia (in the | 
Jaipur Govern, 
ment Estate), 
Ckucha 

Muliammadpur 
Dubrajpur 
Dev MArkandib.... 
ParA 

GouHAgapur 
Ektesvar 
Gaya City 
Bhu variety ar 
Garoui 
Bhuvane^var 
Eatihar 
Gaya City 
Ditto 
Purl 

Gopaipur 
ParamAuandakati 
Douly 
SatyabAri 
BhuvancSvar 
Govindanagar 
Puri 

Bhuvanesrar 
Buddha Gaya 
Patna City * 

Puri 

GuptipArA 
BAnsbaria 
AtApur 
Gapgab&s im- 
gha^. 

Soppur 
Baksa 
Baripada 


Calcutta 
JAjpur 
ihos 
Jungira 
Bbagajpur 

DharabrA 
Mandar Hill 
Pakbirra 
Pareto&tb Hill 
PawApuri ... i 
Mangala Gauri Hill, j 
Gaya City 
Diamond Harbour 


Page. 


Brabmajoni Hill, 282 

Gaya City. 

BhuvancSvar ... I 528 

Buddbapur 562 

AreAdah ... | 66 


ISfalia JAinAlpur 
Dacca 

Monkeylsland ... 
j Jethur Hill 
J Visbnupur 


116 
20 
836 
566 
16 
680 
428 
32 
358 
118 
332 
8 
346 
560 
198 
428 
294 
190 


224 

128 

10 

360 

662 

6 

20 

278 

m 
8 
628 
412 
282 
280 
486 
148 
148 
480 
636 
524 
170 
484 
604 
284 
234 
48« 
10 
46 
172 
118 

376 

48 

638 


no 

474 

46 

420 

422 

654 

344 

428 

662 

646 

274 

282 

60 

224 

200 

412 

426 

16 




































Classification ol Building. 


District. 


Village. 


Page. 


Temples-- continued. 


MU 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Kalya nesvari 
Kaftgesvar Sira 
Kanta, 


Kessab ... 

Khelai Chandi Devi 
Kinchakosvari 

J£o|-tirtha 

Krishna •». 

Ditto 

Ditto Dvarika 
Krishparjun 

Laksbmi 

Ditto 

Lakshi Mr&yan 
Lakshmi Naraynn 
Little P&taneSvari HI 
Madan Mohan 
Madhuaudan Bhagwan 
Mahadeva ... 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Mahadeva Simnria ... 

MaMkdli 

Mahamaya 


MaMvemke^var 

Mahavira 

Malle^var 


Maftgal& Devi 


Mfiii Singh’s . ... 
Markandai Mahadeva 

MArkandeya 


Mitresrar 

Mukteswar 

Mundesvari 

NaktdeSvar 


Narasingha 

NareSvar 

Navagraha 

Navaratna 

Ndyakesvar 

Nrishbha 


Gay& 

Calcutta •* 

Cuttack m 

Twenty *fouT«Par* 


Jessore 

Burdwan 

Ditto 

Midnaporo 

Dinajpur 

Khandp£r& Tri¬ 
butary State, 
Udayapur Tribu¬ 
tary State. 

S.Antal Pargan&s 
G- ay 4 
Monghyr 
Faridpur 
Manbhum 
Mayurbhafrj Tri¬ 
butary State. 

Purl 

Gay 4 

Jessore 

Gaya 

Midn&pore 

Balasoro 

M&nbhum 

Puri 

Mymonsingh 

Jessore 

Patn4 

Faridpur 

Gaya 

P&tna 

ShdbabM 

Puri 

Shahabad 

Puri 

Gaya 

Dindjpur 

Puri 

8hakiib&d 
Ditto 
Nadia 
Hooghly 
Monghyt 
Cuttack 
Midnapore 
Hazaribagh 
Cuttack • . * 

Puri 

BihkurA . ... 
Gay& 

Bbagalpur 

Gay4 

Puri ... 

Shahabad 

Gay& 

Purl 

Faridpur 

Puri 

Do. 

ShShstsa 

Twenty.four-Par- 

ganaa. 

Cuttack ... 

Gay& 

Puri 

Boad Tributary 
State. 

Khulna 
Burdwan 
Puri 
Gay 4 

Santal Parganaa 

Puri 

Gay4 

Manbhum ... 


Bel4 ... 

Calcutta 
J&jpur 
Kilighat 

Muhammadpur ... 
Mini 

Kalyanesvari Hill 
Gurnets. 

Kantanagar 

Kantilo 

Kapu M . 

Karaon 

K&wa Dol Hill ... 
KMx Koi Hills ... 
DlioMdaftgfi 
Khelai Chandi HiU 
Adipur 

BhuvaneSvar 
Dapthu 

Muhammadpur 
Gay (i City 
Taml.uk 
Eupari 
Ffah 
Puri 

Keshoregunge 
Muhammadpur 
Ptitna City 
Dhob&daftga 
Gaya City 
Baibhar Hill 
Baidyanath 
Chaiuleevar 
Dev Markandih 
Dhauli 
Gaya City 
Jogighopa 
Kapiiowvar 
Mahadcvpur 
Her 
Sivmvaa 
Tarakesvar 
Simuxia 
Eatnagiri Hill 
Karnagarh 
Mahaudi Hill 
MahAvinayaka Hill 
BhuVaneswar 
Yiahmipur 
M'anda Hills 
Mandar Hill ... 
Mahgala Gaurl Hill, 
Gaya City. 

Mdnik Chak 
Kohtasgarh 
Maugala Gauri Hill 
, Gaya City. 

Puri 

Mathurapur 
Bhuvauesvar 
Ditto 
Chainpur 
Kalighat 

Nalti giri Hill 
Gay4 City 
Bhuvauesvar 
Boad 

Damrail 
Nawabhafc 
BhuvaneSvar 
Ner 
Noni 
Puri 

Pal Bigha 
Pakbirra 


328 

100 

474 

62 

130 
& 10 
0 
26 
168 
638 

670 

462 

320 

416 

224 

664 

638 

630 

322 

132 

280 

30 

482 

664 

486 

222 

132 

234 

224 

282 

264 

360 

636 

350 

632 

2T8 

172 

530 

360 

360 

122 

40 

420 

470 

32 

640 

470 

630 

16 

334 

428 

282 

634 

364 

.282 

m 

224 

630 

628 

370 

64 

468 

278 

530 

636 

160 

4 

530 

328 

462 

486 

326 

662 








































Classification of Building. 


District, 


Temples •—continued, 


Parapitd Mahe^var 
Parasurdmesvar 


Petkdtf Devi 


Prdn Gopdl 
Pretarild 

BWlidvalkbh 

Bddhdvallablia 

Iiddhdndth 

Eddhd Baman Jlew Vigraha 


•Ra^hiuuUh 

Bajdrdp! 

B&mchandra 

Bdme£var 

Bdme£var Ndth Siva 
B&mndth Mahadeva 
Eds M aiicba 
lids Mohan 
Kohtnsan 
Salivdhan's 
$ambhundtha 
Sdntandih 
Sari. Deal, No. 1 
Ditto, JN T o. 2 
Sarvva Mangald 


Siddhesvar 

Siddbesvara 

Ditto 

SiddheSvar! 

Ditto 


Singi Bikhi 
Sftd 
Ma 
Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Dos 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Somesvar 
S'ri Bdm Chandra 
Sukhesvar Ndth 
Stmdhia Nath's 
Surai 
Do. 

Surja 

Surya 

Synmalesvar 


Gaya 
Manbhtim 
Ditto 
Gayd 
Puri 
Gaya 
Bhagalpur 
Sirguja Tributary 
State. 

Jalpaiguri 

Bhagalpur 

Ditto 

Udayapur Tribu¬ 
tary State, 
Dinajpur 
Gayd 

Twenty-£oar-Par- 
:aMs. 


Twenfcy-four-Par- 

gauds. 

Nadid 

Bogrd 


Hooghlj 

Puri 

Jessor© 

Puri 

Midndpore 

Gayd 

Bdftkurd 

Dinajpur 

ShaMbdd 

Bafikurd 

Chittagong 

Pdtnd 

Puri 

Do. 

Midndpore ... 

Hdzdribdgh 
Santal X'argands,,, 
Purf 

lhihkura «n 

Gaya 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Do. 

Bhdgalpur 
Monghyr 
Musalfarpur 
Bfrbhtim 
Murshidabdd 
Bead Tributary 
State, 

Calcutta 
Cuttack 
Dacpa 
Nadia 
Midnapore 
Jalpaiguri 
Dbenbmal Tribu¬ 
tary Sfcate« 

Gayd 

Jessore 

Burdwan 

Jalpaiguri 

Gayd 

Midndpore 

Nadid 

Puri 

Nadia 

Muzalfarpur 
Santal Parganas ... 
Gavd 
Shahdbdd 
Gayd 
Do. 

Puri 

Midnapore 


Tillage. 


Pdli 

Pdlmd 

pdndra 

Gayd City ... 
Bhuvane&rar 
Pdrvati Hill 
Pdtharghdtd 
Pepraul 

Purbadeber 

Pipra 

Pipra Ndth 
Ponri 

Gopdlgailj 
Pretarild Hill, 

Gayd City. 
Jayanagar' 

Tallabhapur 

Meherpur 

Durgdpur 
Edghabpur (in the 
Jaipur Govern¬ 
ment Estate). 
Baksa ... 

BlmvaneSvar 
Muhammadpur M . 
Bhuvanesvar 
Doulbarh 
Orel 

TMumpur 
Gopdlgailj 
Eohtasgarh 
Sondtapan 
Sitakund Hill 
Baragaou 
Bhuvanesvar 
Ditto 
Gurbetd 
Sdtgawan 
Shadipur 
Bhuvauesvar 
Bahulara 
Barabar Hills ... 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Sihari 
Sirhhesvar 
Sin^i liikhi Hill 
Sitamarhi 
Bakresvar ... 

Barduagore 
Boad i# . 

Calcutta 
Chateedvara 
Dacca 
Dignagar 
Gopfvallabhpur... 
Jalpesh 

BapilasE Hill ... 
Koncli 

Muhammadpur ,,, 
Pandavesvar 
Purbadeber 
Bauisild Hill, 
Gayd City. 
JRayapdrd 
Bivnivds 
Bhuvauesvar 
Sivmvas 
Majorgunge 

Peo 

Dev Mdrkandib.... 

Dapthii 

Gayd City 

Puri 

Gurbefca 
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564 

566 

280 

m 

302 

424 

668 

176 

426 

426 

570 

368 

284 

60 

46 

54 

116 

192 


48 

680 

128 

680 

34 

296 

16 

168 

362 

18 

228 

264 

630 

680 

26 

640 

402 

628 

16 

316 

106 

108 

332 

426 

410 

404 

14 

122 

636 

106 

472 

200 

120 

24 

174 

638 

830 

180 

6 

376 

284 

32 

120 

530 

120 

402 

460 

840 

348 

323 

280 

486 

28 












































Classification of Building 


District, 


Temples— concluded, 


By am Oiiand 
Ditto 

Syam Jlupa 
$yam Sundar 

Syamsundar 
Taiesvar 
Tara Devi 

TrilochaueAvar 

TriloknAth 


Bawkura 
Nadia 
Burdwan 
T wenty-four-Par- 
ganas. 

Ditto 

Puri 

Gaya ' 

Manblium 
Cuttack 
Gaya 


Dharapat 

Santipur 

Garh 

Jayanagar 

Khar d aha 
Bhu vanes var 
Buddha »Gaya 
Telkupi 

dajpur 


Punawa 
Ddayagiri Hill 


Cuttack 

Gaya ’’’ 

MidnApore 

Gaya 

Bangpur 

Cuttack 

Purf ;;; 

Gayd 
Do. 

BAnkurA 

Sirguja Tributary 
State. 

Puri 

Gaya 


Pmga 
Driy/i S a i 
Buddha-GayA 
VAgdvAr ^ 
•Tajpur 
Bhuraaesvar 
Gaya City 
Ditto 

Yishnupur 

Visrampur 

Bhuvanesvar 

Daudnagar 


VAgesvarl Devi 
Vag^warx 


Vardhanafch 
VetAl Deal 


Vishnu ... 
Vishrrupada 


Yaraesvar 
Ahmad Khan’s 
Ahtiyar Khan’s 
Ala-ubHak’s 
Alawal KhAn’s 

Baba Adam's 
Bahrain SakkA’s 
Bah ram Shah's 
Bakht EfomA's 

Bhonsri Shah's 
Bura Khan's 
Ohand SaudAgar’ 


Tombs 


ShahabAd 

Malda 

Shahabad 

Bhagalpur 


Chainptir 

Peruah 

Sasaram 

Amarpur 


Dacca 
Burdwan 
Jessore 

SAntal ParganAs 

Burdwan 

Calcutta 

.Khulna 

GayA 


EAmpAi 
Burdwan 
Jessore 
Begumpore 


Bhalki 
Calcutta 
Amadi 
PArvafci Hill 


Colombo SAheb 1 


Dacca 

Do. 

Mdldd 

Khulnd 

MAlda 

Dacca 

Jessore 

Bogra 

Do. 

Charnparan 
Muzaffarpur 
Dacca 
Din a j pur 
Ditto 
Dacca 
GayA 
ShahabAd 
BhAgalpnr 
PatnA 
ShAhabAd 
Baftkura 
Dinajpur 
Khulnfi 
Rangpur 


Dacca 

Do. 

Peruah 

Amadi 

Gaur 

SopArgaon 


Eklakhi 

Fatah Khan’s , 
Path Khan’s 
Five Pits’ 

Gharib Shah's 
Ghazi Tarkun Shahid 
Ditto 

Gkulam Hnsen Shah’s 
Qhulam Mahiuddin’s 


J essore 
Dhar Makum 
Sherpur 
Sagardih 
Subbegarh 


Ghyasuddin 2zam Shah 


Sonargaon 

Ohehalgha 

GopAlgaiij 


Giant’s 

Giant's 

HAji Kahjeh ShAhAbag’i 

HAsan 8ur Shah's ... 
HAzi Karman's 
Hazrat Mukdum 
Islam Shah’s 
Ismael Ghazi's 
Ismail Ghazi’s 


Dacca 

IIAsanpur Kako. 

Sasaram 

Colgong 

Maner 

Sasaram 

Lokpur 

Goraghat 

tsvarfpur 

Calcutta 

KaixiA ;; 

Katkouli 

Burdwan 

BAgerhAt 

Dungten Iiange .. 

Burdwan , f , 

Peruah 

Lauriya Karan d< 
garh. 


22 

m 

146 & 148 
! 178 

i 1 12 
10 
846 
4 
142 
230 


Jogul Bokhari'* 
Juma Pir’s 


Calcutta 
Burdwan 
Shahabad 
Burdwan ... 
Khulna 

South Lnshai Hills 


KhAja Anwar Shahid 
Khanja All’s 
Kuki Raja's 


Kutab-uddin’s 
Kutub Shah’s 


Burdwan 

MAldA 

Champar 

DicAjpm 


Mahi Santosh’i 
Majlis SAheb's 


Atrai 

Kalna 

Maner 


Burdwan 

PAtna 


Makhdoom Ahamed Yahya Mana. 
ree's. 

Makhdoom Shah Doulat Mana- 
ree’s. 

Makhdum Shah Ahom Charmposh 
Makhduin Shah Sharafuddin’s ... 


BihAr 

Do. 





























































Tillage, 


District, 


Classification of Building, 


Calcutta 

Ditto 

Besaih 

Kajmahal 

Subbegarh 

Maner 

Lakahmisarai 

Gaur 

Do. 

GaftgArAmjmi 

Maghr&para 

Katra 

Dacca 

Do. 

Eajmahal 

Dacca 

Do. 

Peruah 
Habib pUT 
Bagerhat 
DevOrot 
Patna City 
Hem tab Ad 
.Kutivari 
Devikot 
Pirgahj 
Manadipur 
PA taA City 
Pirpainti 
Ditto 
Bibar 
Calcutta 
Satgaon 
TelharA 
Basflxam 
M&ghrapArA 
Dacca 
Bithurgurh. 
Colgong 
Sikandra 
Pandua 


Calcutta 

Ditto 

Muzaifarpnr 
SAntAl PargayAs 
Muzaifarpur 
PAtnA 
Monghyr 

mm 

Do. 

Dindjpur 

Dacca 

Mutsbidsb&d 

Dacca 

Do. 

SAntAl Parganas 
Dacca 
Do. 

MAI,da 
Dacca 
Khulna 
Dina j pur 
PAtna 
Din Aj pur 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Rangpur 
MAlda 
Patna 
Bh&gAlpnr 
'Ditto ' 

PAtnA 

Calcutta 

Hooghly 

K 

ShfiUbAd 

Dacca 

Do. 

Hooghly 

BhAgaipur 

Monghyr 

Hooghly 

Gay A 

Dacca 

Burdwan 

SlxAhAbAd 

Monghyr 

MAlda 

PAtna 

Dinajpur 

GayA 

Patna ■ 


MAgikHr’s 
MauIA ili’s 
Mir Abdul’s 
MoniABibi’s 
Muhammad Jubar’s ... 

Mnlcdom SAheb’s 
Mukhdam Shah dalal/s 
Mukhclum Akhi Sitijuddin 
Mulla Atfca-uddin Shah’s 
MuimA Shah Darvesh’s 
Murshid Kuli XhAti’s 
Hawaii Gaziuddiu Hyder’s 
Naw.Ab KamaradawalA’s 
NawAb Meerum’s 
NawAb Nasaratrjang's 
HawAb Samsadwaia's 


fainbs —cmc It&cUd. 


JNur Eutb Alum’s 
PaglA Saheb’s 


Pir All’s ... 

Hr Bahaudin’s 
Hr Bahor’s 
Pir Bazarruddin’s 
Pir Budal DowAn’s ... 
Pir Havakhari’s 
Pir Ismail Gazi’s 
Hr NiamutullA Waii’s 
Pir Shah Arzani’s ... 
Pir Syud Shah Kama!’; 

\ ; V* #• 

Qadir Qumeah’s 
R&jab Ali r s 

Sayyed Fakhrmd-din’s 
Sayyid Yusuf Iqbal’s 
Selim §hah 3 s 


Shah Abdul Ala’s 

Shah All SAheb’a ... f ... 
Shah Ismail Oh azi Gham Lashkar 
Shah Kewbari SAheb’s 
Shah Muzuffar’s 
Shah Safbud-din’s ... 

Skamsher Khan’g 
Sheik Mohamed Yasufs 
Sher Afghan’s 
Sher Shah’s 

Sikandar Shah’s 
SubAdAr IbrAhira Khan 
Sultan Shah’s ... 

Syad Ahmad Shah’s 
Syed Ibrahim Bea’s ... 

Zufar Khan Ghazi’s 

Firo« Shah’,? 

Jarasandha’s 


Sham 8 hern agar ... 

Maghrap&rA 

Burdwan 

Sasaram 

Sikpura 

Peruah 

Maner 

GaftgAr&mpur 
Mirapur Nadera... 
Pahadi Hill, Bihar 


Triveni 
Deni 
Gaur 
Hyatpur 
Girivraja Hill 
Old Malda 
IlAjbAri 
Xilothu 


Hooghly 

PurniA 

MAldA 

Hooghly 

PAtna 

Malda 

Dacca 

ShAhAbad 


Towers 


Tutrahi 


Waterfall 






























